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**  Preserve  your  local  history  for  it  is  of  priceless  value^ 
though  some  do  not  seem  to  realize  it,  and  this  value  will 
surely  increase  as  the  centuries  one  after  another  roll  around* 
"What  would  we  not  give  for  authentic  and  unabridged  his- 
tory of  life  in  the  golden  days  of  the  Grecian  and  Roman 
empires?  To  be  sure  we  know  much  but  the  mind  of  man 
is  not  satisfied.   "We  would  know  all/^ 
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TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  MY  FATHER  AND  MOTHER,  TWO 
OF  THE  BEST  PERSONS  I  HAVE  EVER  KNOWN, 
THIS  BOOK  IS  AFFECTIONATELY 
DEDICATED. 


ROSAMOND  DRAPER  (ADAMS)  TOWP:r. 


Daughter  of  Levi  and  Betsey  Adams.    Born  at  Brookfield,  Sept  : 
1827.    Died  in  Spencer,  Aug.  29,  1897.    A  descendant  of  Henry- 
Adams  of  Ouincy,  who  came  from  England  about  1637. 


AMBROSE  MKNDELL  TOWER. 

Son  of  Luke  and  Polly  Tower.    Born  at  Rutland,  March  27,  1821- 
Died  at  Spencer,  May  3,  1874.    A  descendant  of  John  Tower 
of  Hinghani,  who  came  from  England  in  1637. 


BIRTHPLACE  OF  ROSAMOXD  D.  TOWER, 


Brookfield  Centre,  Mass.    House  recently  torn  down.    It  stood  op- 
posite the  mansion  of  the  famous  Capt.  Simeon  Draper.  The 
bay  window  was  made  for  the  use  of  a  watch  repairer 
and  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  first  built  in 
Worcester  County. 


BIRTHPLACE  OF  AMBROSE  M.  TOWER, 

West  Rutland,  Mass.,  now  standing.    A  short  distance  to  the  right 
is  Bigelow"s  .saw  mill.    It  was  here  that  Joseph  Tower,  a 
millwright  from  Lancaster,  and  great  grandfather  of 
Ambrose  M.,  built  the  first  saw  mill  in  that  section 
when  Rutland  was  mostly  a  wilderness. 


PREFACE. 


It  has  never  been  my  purpose,  as  some  have  supposed,  to 
write  a  detailed  history  of  Spencer  during  the  Civil  War.  I  know- 
too  well  the  magnitude  of  the  task.  My  aim  rather  has  been  to 
gather  perishable  data  from  the  memories  of  the  living,  and  un- 
collected and  unprinted  manuscripts  which  otheiwise  might  be 
lost  and  preserve  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  present  and  future 
generations. 

Probably  no  one  can  realize  the  amount  of  work  involved  in 
compiling  or  writing  history  except  those  who  have  actually  en- 
gaged in  it.  James  Draper  says  his  histor}^  of  Spencer  would  not 
have  been  undertaken  had  he  apprehended  beforehand  the 
amount  of  labor  required  for  its  execution.  Again  no  man  was 
so  well  equipped  with  facts  in  regard  to  Spencer  during  the  Civil 
War  as  Luther  Hill.  He  knew  its  history  in  detail  and  at  the 
close  of  the  war  determined  to  write  it.  For  that  purpose  he  se- 
cured a  room  on  Beacon  hill,  Boston,  near  the  State  House,  where- 
the  official  war  records  could  readil}^  be  consulted.  He  worked 
at  his  appointed  task,  eighteen  hours  a  day  for  a  full  week,  and 
then,  having  hardly  begun  the  work,  but  beginning  to  realize 
the  amount  of  labor  involved  in  it — having  health,  time,  means 
and  complete  data  at  command — he  tore  up  what  he  had  wTitten, 
abandoned  the  work  and  returned  home.  That  he  did  vSo  will 
ever  be  a  cause  for  regret.  As  may  be  noted,  the  larger  part  of 
this  volume  has  been  written  by  Spencer  men  who  were  in  the 
war  and  at  the  front  and  who  relate  from  actual  experience  what 
they  thought,  felt  and  saw.  On  this  account  the  record  is  of 
greater  value  than  if  the  tales  had  been  told  second-hand.  In 
the  use  of  so  many  names,  dates,  places,  etc.,  it  is  quite  likely 
some  errors  will  appear  and  if  so  and  notified  I  shall  be  glad  to- 
make  corrections  in  Vol.  IV. 

I  hereby  extend  my  gratitude  to  all  who  have  so  kindly  as- 
sisted me  in  the  preparation  of  this  volume  and  especially  to 
Major  William  T.  Harlow  of  Worcester. 


MAJOR  WILLIAM  TAYLOR  HARLOW. 


Son  of  Gideon  and  Harriet  (Howe)  Harlow  was  born  Oct.  3^ 
1828  at  Shrewsbur\' ,  Mass.  He  came  from  good  old  New  Eng- 
land fighting  stock.  Linealh'  descended  from  Major  William 
Bradford,  Ensign  William  Ford  and  Sargeant  William  Harlow^ 


who  were  all  participants  in  the  great  Narragansett  fight  (Kings- 
ton, R.  I.,  Dec.  1675.)  Five  generations  later  his  ancestors 
served  in  the  Revolutionar}'  War — one  on  his  father's  side,  his 
^reat-grandfather,  Gideon  Harlow  of  Duxbury,  and  two  on  his 


10 


SKETCHES  OF  SPENCER  HISTORY 


mother's  side,  his  great  grandfather  and  grandfather,  both  named 
Nathan  Howe  and  both  of  Shrewsbury. 

Captain  Howe,  the  elder,  whose  commission  was  issued  by 
"The  Major  Part  of  the  council  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in 
New  England"  at  Watertown,  Feb.  5,  1776  (Governor  Thomas 
Gage  being  there  with  the  British  over  in  Boston,  which  was  hard 
beseiged  by  Captain  Howe  and  other  rebel  Yankees  under  com- 
mand of  rebel  General  George  Washington)  died  of  an  illness 
■contracted  on  the  night  of  the  building  of  the  fortifications*  at 
Dorchester  Heights.  Before  the  Revolution  Captain  Howe  had 
served  his  apprenticeship  as  a  soldier  fighting  for  the  British 
crown  against  the  French  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Harlow  graduated  at  Yale  in  the  class  of  1851  and  read 
law  with  Judge  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  at  Worcester.  After  admis- 
sion to  the  b^r  he  settled  in  Spencer,  February  1854  and  remained 
in  practice  as  a  lawyer  there  till  the  Spring  of  1861.  He  married 
May  81,  1868,  Jeannette,  daughter  of  Lewis  Bemis  of  Spencer 
and  has  had  ^three  children,  Frederick  Bemis,  Gideon,  (died  in 
infancy)  and  Margaret.  In  1861  he  w^ent  to  the  War  with  the 
21st  Mass.  Vols.,  commissioned  as  1st  lieutenant  dated  Aug.  21, 
1861  and  was  promoted  captain  July  29,  1862.  Except  two  tem- 
porary details,  one  as  regimental  quartermaster  (about  three 
months)  and  one  as  lieutenant,  commanding  Co.  A  (Templeton, 
Co.)  about  three  weeks,  he  served  with  Co.  C  and  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Roanoke  Island,  Newberne,  Camden  Court  House, 
second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg.  He  also  received  another  commission  from 
Governor  Andrew  dated  Nov.  5,  18()8,  as  Major  in  the  57th  vet- 
eran regiment  and  assisted  in  recruiting  it,  but  did  not  go  to  ser- 
vice with  it. 

In  January  1867  he  went  to  California  and  remained  there 
(Red  Bluff,  Tehama  Co.)  about  two  years,  during  which  time  he 
lield  the  office  of  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  assessor  of  the  Sacramento  District.  His  return  to 
Worcester  was  on  account  of  severe  illness  from  fever  and  ague 
originally  contracted  in  the  South  during  the  war.  In  1869  he 
was  appointed  assessor  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Worcester  dis- 
trict by  President  Grant  and  held  that  office  for  about  four  years. 
Jan.  1,  1877,  he  was  appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  assistant  clerk  of  the  courts  for  the  County  of 
Worcester  for  three  years,  which  office  by  successive  reappoint- 
ments (8)  he  has  held  to  the  present  time. 


*They  were  of  wood  and  were  carried  up  and  built  in  \he  night,  Mar.  5,  1776,  under 
the  supervision  of  Gen.  Putnam. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  THE  CIVIL  WAR 


BY  MAJOR  WILLIAM  T.  HARLOW. 


On  Sunday,  April  14,  1861,  came  to  Spencer  the  news  that 
Sumter  was  taken.  News  of  the  attack  upon  the  fort  was  in  Sat- 
urday's papers  and  had  been  read  in  Spencer  and  all  over  the 
country.  All  winter  the  rebels  had  been  building  their  batteries 
around  Charleston  Harbor  and  getting  ready  for  their  attack. 
^"  Whom  the  gods  will  destro}^, ' '  they  first  make  mad,  and  the  mad- 
men had  actually  fired  on  a  U.  S.  steamer  bearing  supplies  and  re- 
inforcements to  the  fort — all  which  was  w^ell  knowai  to  the  good 
people  of  Spencer  and  all  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  Northern 
States.  But  somehow  they  did  not  seem  to  think  that  the  rebels 
were  much  in  earnest.  Even  Saturda3''s  news  like  the  firing  on 
the  Star  of  the  West  (Jan.  5)  was  received  in  Spencer  and  gener- 
ally throughout  the  North  with  very  little  manifestation  of  con- 
sciousness of  what  it  really  meant.  Down  to  the  actual  taking  of 
Sumter,  an  incredible  apathy  had  rested  on  the  North  and  the 
lethargy  of  the  grave  seemed  to  bold  in  its  grasp  all  sensibilit}^ 
to  national  honor  and  national  safety. 

But  Sunday  morning  the  news  spread  rapidh'  over  the 
Northern  states.  In  1861  Sunday  editions  of  newspapers  were 
not  regularly  issued  in  Worcester  or  Boston.  But  this  Sunday's 
news  required  an  "Extra"  and  many  papers  put  out  one.  In 
Spencer  a  passing  traveller  at  the  Jenks  Tavern  pulled  out  of  his 
pocket  an  Extra  Worcester  Spy,  a  little  sheet  about  four  or  five 
inches  wide  by  ten  or  tw^elve  long,  printed  onl}^  on  one  side. 
"Sumter  Surrendered"  was  its  startling  caption.  In  a  few 
minutes  the  news  flew^  over  the  village,  and  in  an  hour  or  two  was 
all  over  the  town  of  Spencer.    That  little  sheet  set  the  town  on 

Town  on  Fire. 

fire.  Such  flashing  of  eyes  as  there  was,  and  fight  in  every  one 
of  them.  Before  one  had  time  to  open  his  lips  he  saw  fight  in  his 
neighbor's  eye.  On  sight  of  the  caption  of  the  little  sheet  m\' 
mind  was  made  up  to  fight,  and  every  bod}'  else  looked  as  if  his 
mind  had  jumped  to  the  same  determination.    In  and  about  the 


*01d  Roman  proverb. 
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old  tavern  assembled  great  crowds  of  people  and  at  street  corners- 
and  elsewhere  all  over  town  people  ran  together  to  tell  and 
hear  the  news. 

Next  morning  (Apr.  15)  the  mail  brought  the  Worcester 
and  Boston  papers  containing  President  I^incoln's  Proclamation, 
calling  a  special  session  of  Congress  and  for  75,000  troops.  On 
Sunday  it  had  been  wired  to  the  Governor  of  every  Northern  state, 
and  the  Associated  Press  had  placed  it  in  the  possession  of  all  its 
members.  Until  the  papers  came  I  felt  a  burning  anxiety — not 
so  much  to  get  the  details  about  Sumter— the  main  fact,  which 
we  had  already,  being  of  infinitely  more  importance  than  any 
possible  details — but  to  know  for  sure  whether  all  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  other  Northern  states  felt  about  the  rebel 
taking  of  Sumter  as  we  of  Spencer  did,  and  whether  they  w^ere 
as  full  of  fight  as  we  were.  To  tell  the  truth,  I  was  far  from  sure 
about  it  till  I  read  it  in  the  morning  papers,  and  after  that  I 
wanted  to  see  the  New  York  papers  which  would  have  news 
from  remoter  parts  of  the  country.  Now  when  one  has  made  up 
his  mind  and  formed  an  opinion  on  an  important  matter  all  alone 
by  himself  and  afterwards  finds  everybody  else  agreeing  wuth 
him  and  expressing  his  own  views  and  feelings  with  great  force 
and  emphasis  and  giving  weight\'  reasons  therefor,  some  of  which 
he  has  not  himself  before  thought  of,  he  feels  himself  greatl}^ 
strengthened  in  his  position  ;  so  thought  and  felt  the  people  of 
Spencer  after  they  had  read  the  newspapers  morning  and  after- 
noon of  April  15,  1851. 

Ml  Business  Suspended. 

All  business  in  vSpencer  was  suspended.  Not  since  the 
Revolutionary  War  probably  had  such  an  intense  spirit  of 
patriotism  been  engendered  and  this  spirit  so  dominated  the 
minds  of  the  people  that  they  could  think  of  nothing  else.  The 
war  spirit  was  rampant.  Monday  the  15th  saw  nearly  every  male 
citizen  in  town  more  or  less  excitedly  discussing  the  situation 
with  other  citizens  either  in  front  of  Jenks  Tavern  or  the  Town 
Hall.  Kverybod}'  felt  as  much  incensed  as  though  the  South 
had  made  a  personal  attack  upon  his  own  property  and  home, 
and  everybody  wanted  to  fight.  Talking  over  the  situation  did 
not  satisfy  men  who  felt  ready  for  immediate  action.  They 
wanted  to  do  something  besides  talk,  and  so  it  was  proposed 
that  Col.  Temple  organize  the  crowd  into  a  company  and  instruct 
them  in  the  rudiments  of  warfare.  This  he.  did  and  some  two 
hundred  or  more  men — not  a  few  of  them  past  military  age — form- 
ed into  line  and  with  limb  wood  as  a  substitute  for  guns  marched 
over  to  Josiah  Green's  boot  factor}^  and  back  to  the  Town  Hall, 
wdiich  they  then  entered  to  listen  to  the  orators  of  the  town  in 


Town  liidL 


! 


THE  OI,U  TOWN  HAI,r^. 

This  Hall  was  replaced  by  the  present  structure  in  iSyr.  The  old  hall  building  was 
sold  to  Abraham  and  James  (iapen  for  a  thuosand  dollars.  They  purposed  moving  it  to 
the  space  now  occupied  by  F.  VV.  Boulton  as  a  drug  store  and  there  fitting  it  up  for  a 
meat  market  and  various  other  kinds  of  business.  Isaac  Proutv  &  Co.,  not  taking  kindly 
to  this  arrangement,  purchased  the  building  and  moved  it  to  the  rear  of  what  then  was 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  big  shop.  Here  for  several  years  it  served  as  a  storehouse  and 
shipping  headquarters.  The  demand  for  additional  room  for  making  boots  and  shoes 
resulted  in  its  being  incorporated  into  the  present  factor}-  of  over  six  hundred  feet  in 
length.    The  old  hand  engine  house  (Engine  No.  2)  is  shown  at  the  light. 
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their  expression  of  patriotic  sentiments.  If  never  before,  the 
Town  Hall  this  time  was  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity  and  deaf- 
ening cheers  rent  the  air  as  each  patriotic  sentiment  was  pro- 
claimed by  the  speakers. 

The  North  at  last  was  thoroughly  aroused.  It  no  longer 
misunderstood  the  South.  The  apathy— till  then  so  universal 
and  so  unexplainable — was  not  explained,  but  it  was  at  an  end 
and  its  place  was  taken  by  a  deep  feeling  of  concern  for  our  coun- 
try's weal.  Out  of  its  grave  of  lethargy  had  sprung  the  North 
— not  dead,  only  sleeping — as  if  it  had  heard  a  blast  from  the 
last  trumpet  of  the  archangel. 

In  a  day  or  two  United  States  flags  begun  to  be  much  in 
evidence  everywhere — I  speak  not  merely  of  Spencer — in  all 
cities  and  towns,  big  and  little.  Bunting  was  very  scarce  and 
high  and  the  flags  w^ere  not  large,  except  the  old  campaigners, 
Democrat  and  Republican,  of  the  then  recent  presidential  election, 
which  six  months  before  had  waved  defiance  to  each  other  and 
to  the  opposition  candidate,  but  which  now  reappeared  and  har- 
moniously made  common  cause  for  our  country  with  President 
Lincoln,  and  Douglas*  too,  against  the  public  enem}'.  In  the 
absence  of  bunting  other  material  was  forced  into  use  by  the 
public  demand.  Being  minded  to  have  a  good  sized  flag  flying 
over  his  office,  the  writer  sent  an  order  to  Barnard  &  Sumner  in 
Worcester  for  a  flag.  Mr.  Sumner,  who  was  an  old  friend  and 
schoolfellow,  kindly  replied  that  they  had  no  bunting  and  bunt- 
ing was  not  to  be  had  for  love  or  money,  but  they  were  making 
flags  of  flannel,  alternate  stripes  of  red  and  white,  with  a  blue 
field  and  white  stars,  sewed  together  in  the  same  wa}^  that  flags 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  Forever. 

of  bunting  are  usually  made.    Next  morning  after  receiving  it, 

I  got  up  early  and  had  my  flag  proudly  waving  over  the  Union 
Building,  to  the  great  surprise  and  admiration  of  the  other 
tenants  of  the  building  and  of  all  other  beholders,  not  one  of 
w^hom  seemed  to  detect  the  material. 

Two  regiments  of  infantry  w^ere  called  for  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  in  cities  and  towns  where  there  was  an  organized  com- 
pany of  militia,  public  attention  was  absorbed  and  engrossed  in 
helping  the  company  to  get  off  to  service  as  quickly  as  possible. 

I I  was  the  misfortune  of  Spencer  not  to  have  any  militia  company 
organized  for  immediate  service,  though  there  were  very  few 
young  men  in  the  town  at  that  time  who  did  not  wish  there  was 
such  a  company  and  that  they  were  members  of  it.  Everybody 


*  Stephen  A.  Douglas  one  of  the  Democratic  candidates  for  President  in  the  late  elec- 
ion  at  once  declared  himself  on  the  side  of  his  country. 
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began  talking  about  recruiting  such  a  company  and  getting  it 
ready  for  the  next  call.  And  the  young  men  were  all  read>'  to 
enlist.  At  the  request  of  the  young  men  and  of  some  who  \vere 
no  longer  young — grave  and  elderly  citizens  of  the  town,  among 
whom  I  will  mention  Col.  Alonzo  Temple  and  Capt.  Jeremiah 
Grout,  whose  military  titles  came  from  service  in  the  M."  V.  M. 
years  before — then  long  past  military  age  themselves,  I  drew  up 
an  informal  paper  or  agreement  to  enlist,  which  was  signed  by  a 
gondly  number  on  the  first  day  on  which  it  was  presented  for 
signatures. 

In  the  uncertainty  which  wi  all  felt  about  the  proper  method 
of  procedure  I  went  to  Boston  to  see  the  adjutant  general  about 
it.  It  was  Saturda}',  Apr  '20.  I  fix  the  date  because  I  remem- 
ber it  was  the  day  the  Third  Battalion  left  Worcester  for  Balti- 
more. I  found  the  state  house  filled  and  surrounded  with  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  state,  ever}"  one  of  them  possessed  with  a 
burning  desire  to  do  something,  and  the  most  he  could  and  that 
without  delay,  to  help  meet  the  present  emergency-,  if  only  he 
could  find  out  what  to  do.  The  excitement  and  commotion  beg- 
gars all  description.  Men  usually  calm,  quiet,  reserved,  conser- 
vative, dignified  in  looks,  manner,  speech,  gestures  and  behavior, 
were  the  very  opposites  of  their  usual  selves.  Information  was 
giyen  out  at  the  Adjutant  General's  office  to  the  effect  that  no 
attention  whatever  could  be  giyen  to  anything  or  anybody  else 
till  the  regiments  and  companies  called  for  were  gotten  ready  and 
started  off  on  their  way  to  Washington.  The  office  was  packed 
with  men,  some  of  them  in  militia  uniform,  going  and  coming, 
and  running  both  ways.  Of  course  it  was  useless  for  me  to  per- 
sist in  seeing  Gen.  vSchouler. 

Men  All  Ready  to  Enlist. 

]^ut  I  did  succeed  in  getting  a  brief  interview  with  Col.  John 
W.  Wetherell  of  Worcester,  then  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
staff,  whom  I  knew  very  well  and  who  kindly  informed  me  that 
Gov.  Andrew  would  be  glad  to  have  as  many  new  militia  com- 
panies formed  as  possible  ready  for  future  calls,  which  were  tO' 
be  expected  at  any  time,  and  that  proper  blanks  were  being: 
printed  for  organizing  such  companies  and  he  would  send  such 
to  me  as  soon  as  the}'  should  be  received  from  the  printer. 

Returning  to  Spencer,  during  the  next  week  I  obtained  to  our 
informal  paper  names  enough  to  meet  the  maximum  requirement 
for  a  company,  and  several  more.  In  time,  though  not  as  soon 
as  I  expected,  I  received  from  Col.  Wetherell  the  proper  blank 
form  for  enlistment,  which  was  signed  by  101  men  and  at  once 
forwarded  to  the  Adjutant  General,  who  in  reply  sent  me  an 
order  to  notify  the  enlisted  men  to  meet  at  the  Town  Hall  in 
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Spencer  on  Monday,  Ma}'  (>,  seven  o'clock  p.  m.,  for  the  election 
of  officers  of  the  company. 

Meantime,  several  things  took  place  which  it  is  proper  to 
mention,  though  I  will  not  dwell  upon  them.  War  meetings  were 
held,  how  many  I  cannot  now  remember,  at  which  fier}^  speeches 
were  made,  this  on  week  days  or  rather  in  the  evenings  of  week 
<lays,  and  on  Sunda3\s  in  all  the  churches  the  preachers  preached 
patriotic  sermons  and  prayed  patriotically  for  our  soldiers.  "The 
war' '  was  the  one  ever  present  topic  that  came  up  at  every  meeting 
or  assembly  of  men,  no  matter  what  was  the  professed  purpose  of 
it,  and  w^as  preached  upon  and  lectured  upon,  and  commented 
upon  and  discussed  and  considered  and  that  too  without  any- 
body's ever  getting  tired  of  it.  And  this  is  said  to  have  con- 
tinued to  be  true  during  the  whole  war  of  four  years  and  more. 
No  matter  whether  the  meeting  was  a  prayer  meeting  or  a  cock- 
fight or  a  Masonic  lodge  or  a  cattle  show  or  a  society  of  learned 
antiquaries.  And  meantime  too  (Apr.  *29)  the  selectmen  called 
a  patriotic  town  meeting  at  which  Rev.  Mr.  Waterman  (about 
that  time  installed  over  the  Congregational  church)  and  others 
made  patriotic  speeches  and  at  which  the  town  unanimously  voted 
to  appropriate  $oO()(j,  or  as  much  of  it  as  may  be  needed  to  fur- 

Money  Voted  Freely. 

uish  outfits  and  uniforms  for  a  company  of  soldiers  about  to  be 
organized  in  this  town  for  the  service  of  the  government;  also  to 
pay  each  member  of  the  company  seventy-five  cents  for  each  half 
clay  spent  in  drilling  during  the  next  thirty  days,  and  to  pay 
from  the  $oOOO  before  voted  $10  per  month  to  each  member  of  the 
company  w^hile  in  actual  service,  in  addition  to  the  government 
pay,  all  to  be  expended  and  paid  under  supervision  of  the  select- 
men and  assessors.  Except  as  regards  the  per  diem  for  drilling 
which  was  promptly  paid  and  the  uniforms  which  were  made  b}' 
Mr.  H.  P.  Dunton,  the  tailor,  and  furnished  to  the  company,  I 
have  no  knowledge  whatever  and  shall  say  nothing.  The  prom- 
ise of  $10  per  month  extra  pay  was  an  overflow  of  municipal 
patriotism  unauthorized  by  law  and  could  not  be  fulfilled. 

Meantime  on  Apr.  29  or  thereabouts.  Major  General  Augus- 
tus Morse  of  Leominster  (such  was  the  full  sonorous  title  and  ad- 
dition of  him,  whom,  never  before  having  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  M.  Y.  M.,  I  had  never  even  heard  of,  but  whom  I  after- 
w^ards  came  to  know  very  well  indeed)  established  his  headquar- 
ters at  the  Ba}^  Slate  House  in  Worcester  and  issued  orders 
through  the  newspapers  to  all  new  companies  then  recruiting  in 
WorcCvSter  Count}',  of  which  there  were  several  others  besides  our 
hopeful  in  Spencer,  to  report  to  him.  A^isiting  the  Bay  State 
House  to  see  what  was  up,  I  found  there  Maj.  Joel  W.  Fletcher 
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<of  Gen.  Morse's  staff,  whom  I  had  met  before  as  a  member  of  the 
Worcester  Count}'  Bar,  though  I  had  onh'  a  ver}'  slight  acquaint- 
ance with  him.  He  was  profuse  in  offers  of  good  advice  and  in- 
formed me  that  it  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Spen- 
cer company  to  keep  in  close  contact  with  Gen.  Morse  and  his 
staff.  I  asked  him  if  he  could  refer  me  to  a  competent  drill  mas- 
ter to  instruct  us  in  the  tactics.  Maj.  Fletcher  would  send  us  a 
good  one. 

At  the  time  appointed  for  our  company  election  of  officers, 
May  (),  seven  p.  m.,  appeared  Maj.  Theron  E.  Hall  of  Holden, 


CHENEY  BEMIS. 
One  of  the  Fifers. 

another  officer  of  Gen.  Morse's  staff,  having  been  detailed  by  the 
General  to  preside  at  the  election,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Joseph  N. 
Bates,  and  Adjutant  John  M.  Studley  of  Worcester.  After  a  per- 
functory examination  of  us  as  to  age,  height,  soundness  of  wind 

Officers  of  the  First  Company  of  Volunteers. 

■and  limb,  etc.,  the  learned  doctor  "guessed  we  would  do"  and  so 
■certified,  or  in  words  to  that  effect.  The  election  proceeded  and 
the  following  members  of  the  company  were  by  their  fellows 
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elected  officers,  vjz:—Wm.  T.  Harlow,  captain;  John  W.  Bige- 
low,  1st  lieutenant;  Lawson  S.  Powers,  2nd  lieutenant;  Albert 
Adams,  3rd  lieutenant  and  Horace  E.  Prout3%  4th  lieutenant. 

Maj.  Hall  had  brought  up  Adjutant  Studley  to  introduce 
him  to  us  as  a  drill  master.  The  selectmen  being  then  in  session,, 
I  took  him  to  their  room  where  they  made  an  agreement  with 
him  to  drill  us. 

I  am  unable  to  give  a  complete  list  of  all  the  members  of  our 
company  nor  can  I  recall  the  names  of  more  than  one  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers.  The  rolls  and  records  are  lost.  I  had 
supposed  the  original  roll  was  at  the  Adjutant  General's  office  at 
the  State  house  in  Boston,  but  I  have  been  informed,  though 
I  have  not  myself  inquired  there  about  it,  that  it  is  not  to  be^ 
found  there.  But  the  names  of  all  those  who  entered  the  United 
States  service  and  served  their  countr}^  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion may  be  found  in  the  rolls  of  the  10th  and  21st  regiments  in 
the  Adjutant  General's  published  Records  of  Mass.,  Vols.  1801  — 
1<S{)4.  These  do  not  make  up  the  whole  list  of  the  original  com- 
pan}'  but  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  waste  much  time  in 
trying  to  make  up  rolls  of  honor  with  the  names  of  men  whose 
only  service  in  the  war  was  "playing  soldier"  in 'Spencer. 

Adjutant  Studley,  who  afterwards  entered  the  U.  S.  vService 
as  captain  of  one  of  the  companies  of  the  loth  regiment,  and  later 
on  was  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  olst,  was  a  well  drilled  militia  officer 
and  gave  us  very  good  instruction  in  the  school  of  the  soldier 
and  the  school  of  the  company  according  to  Scott's  Tactics,  which, 
had  been  in  use  in  the  U.  S.  Army  till  a  short  time  before  the- 
war  and  I  suppose  was  still  at  the  time  of  our  drilling  in  use  in 
the  M.  V.  M.  But  "Scott"  had  already  been  superceded  in  the 
regular  army  by  Hardee's  Infantry  and  Rifle  Tactics.  *  The 
difference,  however,  between  Scott  and  Hardee  in  company 
movements  was  not  radical  and  in  the  manual  of  arms  where  the 
difference  was  more,  our  instructor  gave  us  no  lessons  at  all  for 
the  quite  sufficient  reason  that  we  had  no  arms.    Every  available- 

Wooden  iVluskets  to  DriH  With. 

musket  and  rifle  being  needed  at  the  front,  in  the  absence  of  fire- 
arms the  selectmen  supplied  us  with  wooden  imitations,  sawed 
out  oi  \}i  inch  pine  plank  in  the  form  of  a,  gun  by  Barnes  & 
MuUett,  a  Spencer  firm  of  carpenters  and  builders.    The  soldiers 


*  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  J.  Hardee,  U.  «i.  Army  (later  Lieut.  Gen.  Hardee.  C.  S.  Army;i 
wrts  the  author  of  this  work,  the  first  edition  of  which  wa.>5  published  in  1855  by  the  War 
Department  (U.  vS.)  under  an  order  .signed  by  "Jefferson  Davis,  v^ec.  of  War."  May  i» 
1861.  the  War  Depaitment  (U.S.)  reprinted  it,  omitting  the  author's  name.  The  C.  S.. 
War  Department  also  reprinted  it  and  later  several  other  reprints  of  it  U.  S.  and  C.  S. 
were  is^sued  during  the  War,  all  verbatim  except  the  title  pages.  A  collection  of  the- 
various  editions  and  reprints  of  Hardee  U.  S.  and  C.  S.  ^may  be  found  in  the  Americam 
Antiquarian  Library  at  Worcester. 
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called  them  Barnes  &  Mullett's  rifles  and  Adjutant  Studley 
treated  them  as  a  joke  to  begin  with.  He  did  not  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  attempt  to  teach  the  manual  of  arms  with  them. 
They  at  once  became  a  laughing  stock  and  were  never  used  at  alL 
Public  opinion,  supported  by  the  old  school  militia  authori- 
ties of  the  town,  insisted  that  music  was  a  very  necessary  accom- 
paniment of  military  instruction,  and  Mr.  Cheney  Bemis  and  am 
other  man  about  his  age  (probably  sixty  or  thereabouts)  whose- 
surname  is  believed  to  have  been  Redfield,  not  a  resident  I  think 


CORPORAI.  CxEOROH  W.  HENRY.  Copy  by  Cnirh^ 

Co.  C,  2ist  Mass.  Vols.  Born  in  Spencer,  Dec.  s,  1840.  Killed  in  battle 
at  Roanoke  Ii^land,  N.  C.  Feb.  s,  1S62. 

of  the  town,  very  kindly  volunteered  to  play  the  fife  for  us  and  twa^ 
boys  or  very  young  men,  whose  names  are  gone  from  my  memory, 
also  very  kindly  offered  to  drum  for  us  and  I  think  we  marched, 
about  on  the  streets  a  little  keeping  step  to  the  music  of  Mr. 
Bemis'  "band."  But  our  drill  master  did  not  think  much  more 
highly  of  our  music  than  he  did  of  our  firearms.  Mo  music  or- 
arms  were  required  he  said  in  teaching  the  first  les.sons  of  the 
school  of  the  soldier  and  the  school  of  the  company. 

Our  daily  drill  was  about  six  hours,  three  in  the  forenoons 
and  three  in  the  afternoon.     It  was  hard  work.     I  remember 
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liowever  that  some  Spencer  critics  who  looked  on  while  we  drilled 
could  not  see  why  we  should  not,  like  au}^  other  laboring  man, 
""work"  ten  hours  a  day  and  earn  our  money  (ll.oO.)  The  men 
soon  learned  the  movements  and  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  could 
go  through  them  quite  well.  They  were  anxious  to  learn  and 
took  pains.  I  had  had  some  experience  as  a  student  before — not 
in  studying  tactics  and  drilling— but  what  with  studying  ni}^ 
"Scott"  both  before  and  after  drill  and  attempting  all  at  once  to 
learn  not  only  the  duties  of  company  commander  but  those  of  the 
other  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  too,  I  think 
it  was  the  hardest  studying  I  ever  did.  It  would  not  be  of  in- 
terest for  me  to  dwell  longer  upon  our  militar}'  instruction  in 
iSpencer.  It  was  of  course  monotonous  and  without  variety.  •  I 
<don't  remember  now  how  niany  days  or  weeks  we  followed  up 
•(our  drilling,  but  I  think  it  was  three  weeks,  more  or  less. 

We  were  all  very  anxious  to  get  away  into  the  U.  S.  service, 
Ibut  there  were  perplexing  and  trying  delays,  unexpected  and  un- 
lexplained.  Congress  having  authorized  the  call  for  oOO,00() 
men  and  President  Lincoln  having  called  for  the  first  instalment 
^of  them  (42,000)  the  War  Department,  Ma}^  4,  issued  general  or- 
ders No.  15,  giving  a  plan  of  organization  for  regiments  and 
'Companies, officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  with  many  de- 
tails not  necessary  to  enumerate  here,  caused  it  to  be  printed  for 
public  information.  It  was  generally  understood  to  call  for  eight 
regiments  from  this  state  and  so  Gov.  Andrew  understood  it. 
Not  so,  however,  Mr.  Secretary  Cameron.  At  any  rate,  he  be- 
■<came  alarmed  lest  he  should  have  too  man}'  troops  on  his  hands 
;and  (May  15)  in  a  letter  to  Gov.  Andrew,  declared  that  he 
meant  onh^  six  regiment  of  three  years'  men,  which  with  two  of 
-.militia  (three  months'  men )  would  make  eight,  and  directing  if 
'eight  had  been  called  for  by  the  Governor  that  their  number 
.should  be  reduced  by  discharge.  And  for  a  time  in  May  it  was 
•given  out  at  the  War  Department  that  there  was  not  going  to  be 
:so  ver}^  much  of  a  war  after  all,  and  Mr.  Secretar}'  of  State  Se- 
ward sagely  predicted  that  it  would  be  all  over  in  ninet}'  days. 

Secretary  Seward  Predicts  War  Would  Soon  be  Over. 

Before  this  occured,  to  keep  posted  as  to  what  was  going  on  and 
to  materialize  the  anxiety  that  we  all  felt  to  get  into  the  U.  S. 
.service  as  soon  as  possible,  I  had  more  than  once  visited  the  State 
House  and  I  had  written  letters  to  every  man  of  influence  that  I 
knew  urging  him  to  help  us. 

One  morning,  I  can't  now  fix  the  exact  date,  but  I  know  it 
was  after  the  date  of  the  letter  before  referred  to,  I  found  in  the 
;anteroom  of  the  Adjutant  General's  office  several  men  waiting 
for  the  door  of  the  inner  room  to  be  opened.  Only  interchange  of 
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a  word  was  sufficient  to  reveal  the  fact  that  the>'  were  all  present 
on  errands  similar  to  mine.  Presently  the  door  opened  and  (tov. 
Andrew  came  out  and  dividing  a  hasty  bow  between  the  whole 
•crowd  of  us,  went  up  stairs  to  his  own  room.  A  Massachusetts  sena- 
tor was  present  wdio,  as  I  had  learned  by  meeting  him  on  several 
former  occasions,  was  not  very  difficult  of  approach, and  was  quite 
fond  of  giving  good  advice.  We  (the  crowd  in  waiting)  all  rushed 
into  the  room  and  began  to  lay  before  the  x\djutant  General  the 
claims  of  our  volunteers  to  be  immediately  transferred  into  the  U, 


SAxMUEl^  D.  SARGENT, 
Co.  C,  2i.st  Mass.  Vo'.    Born  at  Durham,  Canada  East,  Feb.  6,  1S13. 
Killed  in  battle  at  Roa  joke  Island.  N.  C,  Feb.  S,  1S62. 

"S.  service.  Gen.  Schouler  .said  we  must  have  more  patience. 
There  was  no  place  for  us.  The  government  call  was  more  than 
full,  in  proof  of  wdiich  he  picked  up  from  his  desk  and  read  to  us 
the  letter  above  referred  to  (or  a  copy  of  it)  then  just  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  effect  that  by  eight  regiments  he 
meant  onlv  six,  and  directing  the  discharge  of  two.  (This  letter 
lias  been  published  in  Official  Records  of  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies,  Series  III,  Vol.  I,  page  i^O').  ) 

Meantime  the  senator  was  sitting  by  a  window  holding  up 
jbefore  his  face  a  newspaper  as  if  he  were  reading  it.    I  soon  de- 
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tected  that  lie  was  listening  very  attentively  to  what  we  w^ere  say- 
ing, and  therupon  made  bold  to  interrupt  his  absorbtion  in  the 
news  and  ask  his  opinion.  He  said  he  had  then  just  returned 
from  Washington  and  could  assure  us  that  everything  was  going 
on  well  there.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  views  of  the 
administration.      The  country  had    been    too  nuich  alarmed.. 

Country  Too  iVluch  Alarmed. 

We  must  have  more  patience  and  confidence  in  the  government. 
It  w^ould  never  do  to  take  away  all  the  young  men  up  in  Worcester 
County  from  agricultural  and  mechanical  pursuits  and  send  them 
off  to  war.  They  just  now  were  needed  at  home  greatly  more  than 
they  were  by  the  U.  S.  Government.  Such  in  May  ISGl  was  the 
military  sagacity  and  good  advice  of  a  Mass.  senator,  late  a  Briga- 
dier in  the  M.  V.  M.  and  later  titular  colonel  of  the  22nd  Mass. 
Vols.,  in  which  offices  doubtless  he  acquired  the  military  experi- 
ence which  qualified  him  for  chairman  of  the  military  committee 
of  the  U.  S.  Senate  during  the  entire  War  of  the  Rebellion— 
afterwards  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

Before  returning  to  Spencer  I  went  up  to  the  Governor's 
room  and  l^ad  a  brief  interview  with  Gov.  Andrew,  who,  though 
he  could  onh'  give  me  a  minute,  received  me  most  graciously  and 
kindly.  He  did  not  concur  with  the  Honorable  Senator's  views  and 

Gov.  Andrew  Does  Not  Concur. 

expressed  himself  in  terms  almost  bordering  on  the  profane  in  con- 
demnation of  the  inefficiency  and  folly  prevailing  at  Washington, 
but  he  thought  the  rebels  would  soon  teach  the  administration  a 
lesson  that  nobody  else  could  teach  it,  that  it  needed  all  the 
troops  it  could  possibly  get.  Meantime  no  Mass.  volunteers  were 
going  to  be  discharged.  We  should  all  be  wanted  and  that  very 
sllortl3^ 

As  soon  as  the  call  for  three  3^ears'  men  was  issued,  a  form 
for  three  years'  enlistment  was  printed  and  distributed  to  the 
militia  companies.  Only  a  few  days  after  our  company  election, 
I  received  one  of  these  forms,  wdiicli  at  once  we  all  signed.  In 
accordance  with  military  usage  to  transmit  all  returns  through 
the  next  superior  officer,  and  also  wdtli  Gen.  Morse's  express 
order,  I  forwarded  this  paper  to  his  headquarters  at  Worcester 
with  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  forthwith  forwarded  by  him 
to  Adjutant  General  Schouler.  But  soon  after,  when  the  formation! 
of  a  new  regiment  from  Worcester  County,  to  be  called  the  loth 
Mass.  was  announced,  it  appeared  that  the  Spencer  company  waS: 
not  one  of  the  ten  named  companies.  I  took  the  next  train  for 
Jjoston  to  find  out  what  it  meant.    I  was  told  by  Adjutant  Gen- 
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■era!  Scliouler  that  no  return  of  enlistment  for  three  ^-ears  had  been 
received  at  his  office  from  the  Spencer  compan3\  I  was  also  told 
that  the  order  for  formation  for  the  loth  Regiment  had  been 
made  up  for  good  and  could  not  be  changed  so  as  to  substitute 
our  company  for  one  of  the  others. 

Naturall}'  both  the  company  and  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Spencer  were  much  disappointed.  The  10th  Mass.  Vols,  was  then 
encanqoed  at  Springfield  and  needed  more  recruits  to  fill  up  some  of 
its  companies  and  fifty-one  of  our  men,  chafing  under  their  dis- 
appointment, impatient  of  further  delays  and  desiring  at  once  to 
•enter  the  service  of  their  country,  decided  to  enlist  in  the  10th,  and 
June  20th  escorted  by  the  Spencer  Fire  Company  and  great  num- 
bers of  the  people  of  Spencer  of  both  sexes,  marched  from  the 
village  to  the  railroad  station,  then  called  Spencer  Depot,  but  now 
named  South  Spencer,  and  there,  showered  with  everybody's 
blessings  and  good  wishes,  took  the  cars  for  Springfield  and  en- 
listed in  the  companies  of  that  regiment  which  after  remaining 
about  a  month  longer  in  camp,  then  went  to  Boston  and  after 
waiting  a  few  days  in  camp  at  Medford  embarked  Jul>-  2.")th  in 

Off  To  Washington. 

two  steamers  (the  Gen.  Deford  and  the  S.  R.  Spaulding)  for 
Washington. 

Six  companies  of  the  second  regiment  to  be  formed  in  Worces- 
ter County  and  named  the  21st,  encamped  by  order  of  Gen.  Augus- 
tus Morse,  July  20th,  on  the  Fair  Grounds  at  Worcester.  Camp 
I^incoln  was  the  name  given  to  the  camp.  The  Spencer  company 
was  ordered  in  at  the  same  time  with  the  other  six  companies, 
but  owing  to  its  depletion  of  51  men  and  the  disheartening  effect 
<on  the  rest,  I  was  unable  to  march  with  even  the  minimum  number 
of  men  required  until  Tuesday,  July  24,  when  my  little  nucleus 
•of  about  twenty  Spencer  men  had  grown  by  recruiting  in  Wor- 
cester and  elsewhere  to  5(5  men.  I  rallied  them  together  on  Front 
street  in  Worcester  and  marched  them  over  with  fife  and  drum 
to  Camp  Lincoln,  where  our  arrival  appeared  to  take  General 
Morse  b}^  surprise.  But  he  turned  out  and  paraded  his  six  com- 
panies to  receive  us  with  military  formality.  Such  honors  took 
lis  by  surprise.  I  had  no  sword  and  my  men  had  no  muskets  nor 
did  they  know  how  to  "  present  arms  "  if  they  had  had.  I  could 
only  bow  and  lift  my  kepi.  Whether  the  commander  of  the  camp 
or  the  couunander  of  the  re-enforcement  arriving  the  better  per- 
formed his  part  in  the  formality  aforesaid  I  will  not  undertake  to 
say.     More  of  Major  General  Augustus  Morse  shortly. 

My  Company,  to  be  hereafter  known  as  Co.  C.  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  w^as  not  further  recruited  from  Spencer.  I  will  only 
briefly  add  here  that  I  found  in  camp  an  accomplished  drillmaster 
especially  in  the  Manual  of  Arms,  who  was  giving  lessons  to  both 
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officers  and  men.  I  soon  made  an  arrangement  with  him  to  give 
us  lessons.  He  was  also  able  to  aid  in  recruiting  and  brought 
me  a  considerable  accession  of  recruits  all  at  once  from  western 
Massachusetts.  And  I  finally  made  a  further  arrangement  with 
him,  subject  to  approval  by  the  Governor,  to  give  up  my  office 
of  captain  to  him  and  take  that  of  first  lieutenant  myself.  It 
was  the  expectation  both  of  myself  and  of  my  friend,  Capt.  James 
iVr.  Richardson,  under  whose  command  my  company  entered  the 
U.  S.  service,  that  he  woidd  shortly  be  promoted  to  higher  rank 
and  that  the  captaincy  of  the  compan>'  would  soontr  revert  to  me 
than  in  fact  it  did. 

The  :21st  remained  in  Camp  Lincoln  recruiting  and  drilling 

War  Department  Learning  a  Lesson. 

till  Aug.  2ord,  1S()1,  when  by  order  of  the  War  Department, 
which  was  then  fast  learning  the  "  lesson  which  nobody  else  but 
the  rebels  could  teach  it,"  the  :21st  Mass.,  Colonel  Augustus 
Morse,  late  Major  General  M.  V.  M.,  conunanding,  took  by  rail 
its  sudden  departure  for  the  "  Monumental  City  "  of  Maryland 
and  on  the  way  in  the  cars  again  and  again  broke  out  the  refrain 
of  the  old  melody,  "  I'm  off  for  Baltimore." 

From  Worcester  to  Baltimore  our  passage  was  one  continuous 
ovation.  Everywhere  along  the  rotite  we  were  greeted  with  the 
most  enthusiastic  cheers,  not  merely  in  cities  and  towns  through 
which  we  passed,  but  from  fields  and  solitary  farmhouses  men 
and  women  left  their  avocations  to  hail  us  with  enthusiastic  de- 
monstrations and  waved  us  goodby  and  God's  blessing  as  w^e 
rapidly  passed  b}'  them  and  out  of  sight.  In  New  Jersej^  and 
Pennsylvania  it  was  the  time  of  ripe  frtiit.  If  our  cars  stopped 
anywdiere  a  few  minutes,  crowds  of  people  gathered  around  us 
and  were  perfecth^  delighted  to  get  us  to  eat  their  grapes  and 
peaches.  At  one  place,  passing  through  an  inmiense  peach 
orchard,  the  harvesters  actually  stopped  our  train  of  cars  and 
compelled  us  to  accept  baskets  upon  baskets  of  delicious  fruit. 
In  Philadelphia  where  we  were  delayed  an  hour  or  more,  thous- 
ands upon  thousands  of  people  of  both  sexes,  old  and  young,  came 
to  see  us  and  were  as  glad  to  meet  us  and  shake  hands  with  us  and 
talk  with  us  as  if  we  had  been  their  nearest  of  kin  and  lifelong 
friends,  and  w^e  were  feasted  and  feted  to  a  surfeit.  They  could 
not  sa}^  enough  or  do  enough  to  express  their  gratitude  to  us  be- 
cause we  were  going  to  fight  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

My  original  purpose  was  to  have  concluded  tliese  reminis- 
cences with  the  entry  into  the  United  States  service  of  the  Spencer 
soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  PSIU,  but  after  showing  how 
Col.  Morse  got  a  few^  of  them  into  the  21st  Regiment,  I  beg  leave 
of  my  friend,  Mr.  Tower,  and  his  readers  to  go  a  little  further 
and  show  how  he  (Col.  M.)  got  out  of  it. 
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From  the  time  of  oiir  company  election,  Col.  Morse  seems  to- 
have  had  the  purpose  to  have  our  company  for  one  of  the 
companies  to  form  a  regiment  for  him  to  be  colonel  of.  During; 
the  time  we  were  in  Camp  Lincoln,  my  opinion  of  him  had  been, 
daih^  sinking  till  it  had  reached  zero.  He  was  a  pompous,  con- 
ceited, ignorant  man,  utterly  unfitted  either  by  nature  or  edu- 
cation for  command  of  men.     He  knew  nothing  of  the  tactics. 

Those  Dress  Parades. 

Dress  parade  with  him  was  the  art  of  war,  and  he  put  us  throughi 
two  dress  parades  a  da}'.    His  masterpiece  in  battalion  drill  was. 


JAMES  LACKEY, 
(not  Larkey  as  printed  on  town  hall  tablet)  Co.  C,  21st  IVIass.  Vol. 
was  born  in  Ireland.     Died  of  wounds  at  Arlington,  Va. 
Jnne  4,  1^64. 

to  form  a  square,  w^hich  he  taught  the  regiment  to  do  by  placing: 
markers  at  the  corners  of  his  square  and  marching  the  regiment 
around  them.  To  begin  with,  I  knew  nothing  about  battalion 
drill  myself,  but  it  did  not  take  me  long  to  compare  his  method 
of  forming  square  with  that  laid  down  in  the  V.  S.  Infantry 
Tactics  which  was  then  my  daily  and  nightly  vade  mecum. 

Shortly  after  our  arrival  at  Baltimore  we  were  ordered  ta^ 
Annapolis  and  Col.  Morse  was  made  "  Commander  of  the  Post," 
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for  him  a  most  desirable  position,  which  had  come  to  him  by 
-sheer  hick.  And  for  him  to  have  it  was  a  very  desirable  thing- 
for  his  regiment,  too,  if  it  merely  wanted  to  have  a  good  time 
and  never  have  anything  to  do  with  fatiguing,  footsore  marches 
:and  fighting  fields.  Not  a  regiment  in  the  service  had  such  a 
:soft  snap  as  we  had— quartered  in  the  Naval  School  Buildings 
with  as  fine  parade  grounds  as  taste  and  skill  could  prepare. 
Col.  Morse  had  a  grand  strategetical  scheme  for  crushing  out  the 
rebellion — not  original  with  him  — other  fools  had  much  talked  it 
up,  but  it  was  a  great  favorite  with  him.  I^et  all  the  U.  S.  forces, 
naval  and  military,  by  land  and  by  sea,  be  coiled  all  around  the 
rebel  states  like  a  great  anaconda  snake  and  be  kept  so  coiled  till 
the  rebels  surrendered.  There  need  not  be  any  fighting  at  all. 
He  was  too  old  to  fight.  He  w^ould  not  fight.  He  was  going  to 
stay  at  Annapolis  and  "  command  the  post." 

But  in  the  course  of  time,  having  a  good  time  all  the  time 
palled  on  our  appetites  and  there  grew  up  in  the  regiment  a  strong 
feeling  in  favor  of  active  service.  And  it  hailed  wf  th  delight  and 
w4th  reiterated  and  far  resounding  cheers  a  rumor  that  the  regi- 
ment was  soon  to  be  ordered  off  on  some  perilous,  adventurous 
enterprise,  nobody  knew  what  or  where,  which  rumor  turned  out 

Going  Into  Active  Service. 

to  be  true  and  we  went  off  on  the  Burnside  expedition,  but  not 
with  Col.  Morse.  The  aforesaid  cheers  had  fallen  like  a  pall  on 
his  ears  and  he  got  himself  detailed  to  stay  at  Annapolis  and 
command  the  post,"  and  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alberto 
C.  Maggi,  a  born  soldier  and  fighter,  who  had  had  experience  in 
European  wars,  full  of  contagious  zeal,  energy,  enthusiasm, 
ambition  and  fight,  as  unlike  Col.  Morse  as  fire  is  to  ice,  sailed 
away  in  the  steamer  Nortiierner  for  Roanoke  Island. 

After  our  successes  there  and  elsewhere  in  North  Carolina,  we 
the  officers  of  the  21st,  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  President  of  the 
XJnited  States  to  remove  Col.  Morse  from  his  office  of  colonel, 
which  petition  President  Lincoln  approved,  and  by  order  of  the 
War  Department,  May  15,  1862,  Col.  Morse  was  discharged  from 
the  service,  no  reasons  assigned.  The  21st  did  not  win  its  famous 
name  and  laurels  as  a  fighting  regiment  under  its  first  commander, 
l)Ut  under  his  successors,  Maggi,  Clark  and  Hawkes,  under  whom 
I  became  as  proud  of  it  and  as  much  attached  to  it  as  I  could 
possibly  have  been  to  any  other. 

But  one  word  more — I  w^as  bitterly  disappointed  that  our 
Spencer  company  was  not  included  in  the  15th  Regiment.  No 
member  of  that  company  nor  any  of  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Spencer  could  have  been  more  disappointed  than  I  was.  Besides 
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the  great  desire  felt  b}-  all  of  us  in  common  to  ;;et  away  into  the 
service  as  soon  as  possible,  I  had  other  special  reasons  for  desiring 
to  go  with  the  15th.  Not  another  member  of  the  company  had 
ever  given  a  thought  or  cared  a  straw  as  to  who  were  to  be  the 
colonel  and  other  officers  of  the  regiment  in  which  they  should 
go  to  service.  I  wanted  to  go  with  Col.  Devens,  whom  I  had 
long  known  as  a  friend  and  admired  as  the  leader  of  the  County 
Bar,  and  of  whose  friendship  for  me  I  had  not  a  doubt.  And 
there  were  a  few  other  officers  of  the  15th  with  whom  I  was  on 
terms  of  friendship  and  several  others  with  whom  I  was  more  or 
less  acquainted. 

Afterwards  there  occurred  unexpectedly  an  opportunity  for 
me  to  have  got  into  the  15th  with  my  company  if  I  had  had  men 
enough  at  the  time.  Just  before  the  15th  left  Worcester  to  go 
away  to  the  service,  one  of  the  companies  of  it  refused  to  be 
mustered  in  unless  the  Governor  would  commission  as  Captain  the 
officer  whom  the  men  of  the  company  had  chosen.  This  Gov. 
Andrews  refused  to  do  and  that  company  was  discharged.  To 
take  the  place  of  it  one  of  the  companies  of  the  21st  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  15th.  Col.  Devens  would  have  taken  my 
company  if  I  had  had  men  enough.  I  lacked  28  men  at  the  time 
to  make  up  the  number  required  and  another  company  was  taken. 

Here  endeth  the  undertaking  into  which  I  entered  at  Mr. 
Tower's  request  to  furnish  some  reminiscences  relating  to  Spencer 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  I  procrastinated  commencing  it 
till  after  it  ought  to  have  been  completed  and  was  obliged  in 
haste  and  under  pressure  of  other  duties  to  try  to  recall  dates  and 
details  of  events  that  occurred  over  forty  years  ago,  when  I,  who 
am  now  over  three  score  years  and  ten,  was  a  young  man.  I  be- 
speak upon  the  imperfect  performance  of  my  undertaking  the 
lenient  judgment  of  Mr.  Tower  and  his  readers. 


Postmasters  at 

John  M.  Goodell, 
Harvey  Wilson, 
Jonas  Wilson, 
Discontinued, 
Reestablished, 
Sheldon  C.  Tyrrell, 
Discontinued, 


North  Spencer 
pointment. 


with  Date  of  Ap- 


April  15,  1831 
July  6,  1832 
October  12,  1833 
June  29,  1868 
August  1 2,  1868 
August  12,  1868 
May  13,  1872 


Diary  of  Theodore  Sargent  of  Co.  K  lOth 
Reg't.  Mass.  Vols. 

WRITTEN  DURING  THE  CIVIL  WAR  i85i-5. 


THKODORE  SARGENT. 
Born  at  Spencer  and  died  at  lyeominster.    (Ses  record  elsewhere) 

April  1861.  When  it  became  evident  that  there  was  going 
to  be  war,  the  citizens  of  Spencer  set  about  forming  a  company  in 
which  I  enlisted  on  the  29th  day  of  April.  W'e  chose  for  cap- 
tain, Wm.  T.  Harlow;  J.  W.  Bigelow^  Istlyieut.;'  "  California" 
AdamS.  2nd  Lieut.;  Lawson  Powers,  3d  Lieut.,  and  Horace 
Prouty,  4th  Lieut.  Capt.  J.  B.  Studley  of  Worcester  was  our 
drillmaster.  We  expected  to  go  in  the  15th  regiment  but  we 
could  not  go  as  a  full  company  as  there  was  already  ten  com- 


DIARY  OF  THEODOKK  SARGENT 


29 


panics  in  the  regiment.  We  kept  on  drilling,  waiting  for  a 
chance  to  go  together  but  a  part  of  us  got  tired  waiting  and 
on  the  20th  day  of  June,  about  45  of  us  marched  down  to  Spen- 
cer depot  accompanied  by  the  greater  part  of  the  village  folks 
and  there  took  the  cars  for  Springfield  to  join  the  10th  regiment, 
then  in  camp  on  the  Hampden  Park,  conunanded  by  Col.  Henry 
S.  Briggs,  a  son  of  Ex-Gov.  Briggs.  I  joined  Co.  K,  Capt.  L. 
B.  Walkley. 

June  21st.  Went  on  guard  this  morning.  Was  mustered 
in  today.    Yesterday  forenoon  I  was  at  work  in  the  potato  field; 

From  Potato  Field  to  War. 

today  I  am  a  soldier  with  three  years  of  soldier's  life  to  look  for- 
ward to.  We  expect  hardships,  yet  we  little  know  after  all,  in 
w^hat  shape  it  will  come,  but  we  little  expect  that  the  war  will 
last- our  time  of  service. 

June  22d.  Relieved  from  guard  at  nine  o'clock.  Had  no 
■duty  to  perform  until  dress  parade. 

Sunday,  June  22d.  Went  on  guard  again  today  as  the  rest 
of  the  Co.  that  belong  in  Westfield  have  gone  home. 

June  24th.    Relieved  from  guard  and  wrote  to  mother. 

June  26th.  The  horse  stalls  here  have  been  fitted  up  for 
barracks.  There  are  three  bunks,  one  above  the  other,  four 
men  in  each  bunk;  two  at  each  end,  putting  their  feet  together  in 
the  middle. 

June  28th.  Wrote  to  mother  and  told  her  who  my  mess- 
mates were.  They  are  as  follows:  Silas  T.  Chamberlain,  David 
Moore,  Thomas  Carney,  Edmund  Toomey,  George  P.  Clark, 
William  W.  Mason,  John  J.  Beaumont,  Murray  B.  Eovett,  James 
Bacon,  William  Conway  and  John  Graham. 

June  30th,  Sunday.  Had  preaching  b}^  the  chaplain.  Rev. 
Fred  Barton  of  West  Springfield.  Amasa  Bullard  has  come  up 
from  Spencer  and  joined  our  company. 

July  4th.  Today  we  had  to  take  part  in  the  procession  got 
tip  in  the  city.  We  were  furnished  with  muskets  from  the  Ar- 
senal. It  has  been  an  exceedingly  hot  day  and  we  were  not 
used  to  carrying  arms  so  that  it  has  been  a  very  hard  day's  work. 
A  number  of  the  men  were  prostrated  with  the  heat.  Every 
man  had  a  bouquet  of  flowers  in  the  muzzle  of  his  musket.  We 
had  a  dinner  in  a  large  tent  on  the  Park  but  I  could  not  enjoy  it 
much  as  I  had  one  of  ni}^  old  sick  headaches.  Take  it  alto- 
gether, it  was  a  pretty  hard  day. 

July  11th.  We  have  received  our  overcoats  and  muskets. 
We  are  armed  with  the  Enfield  rifle  musket.  They  are  an  Eng- 
lish weapon,  a  little  heavier  than  the  Springfield  rifle  and  of  the 
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same  calibre.  They  are  a  very  serviceable  gun.  They  are 
sighted  to  shoot  1100  yards. 

July  14th.  We  are  expecting  to  get  orders  every  day  to  go 
south.  I  have  been  home  for  the  last  time,  I  expect,  before  we 
go.  The  people  of  Springfield  have  treated  us  first  rate  since  we 
have  been  in  oamp  here.  They  have  furnished  us  with  strawberr}^ 
shortcakes  for  supper  two  or  three  times.  The  regiment  was 
pretty  much  all  raised  around  Springfield  and  the  adjoining 
towns. 

Feasted  on  Strawberry  Shortcake. 

July  24th.  Well,  here  we  are  in  Medford  and  have  been 
here  for  a  week.  We  left  Springfield  all  of  a  sudden  a  week  ago; 
got  here  about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  The  next  morning  we  all,  or 
pretty  much  all  of  us,  started  for  town,  about  one-half  a  mile  from 
camp.  The  officers  took  what  men  there  was  left  in  camp  and 
came  into  town  and  tried  to  get  the  men  back.  They  succeeded 
in  getting  some  of  them,  but  more  of  them  they  did  not  get,  my- 
self amongst  them,  though  I  came  pretty  near  getting  caught  once. 
Lieut.  Johnson  was  chasing  Levi  Boynes  and  m3\self  but  we  man- 
aged to  evade  him  by  going  into  a  house.  We  went  back  to  camp 
about  dark  and  would  have  been  put  into  the  guard  house  but 
that  it  was  full  alread3\  There  was  a  battle  fought  at  Bull  Run, 
Virginia,  on  the  21st  in  which  our  men  got  the  worst  of  it.  The 
report  now  is  that  we  shall  be  in  the  City  of  Washington  within 
a  week. 

July  25th.  Broke  camp  at  noon  and  went  into  Boston  on 
the  cars  and  embarked,  the  left  wing  on  the  steamer  Ben  Deford 
and  the  right  on  the  S.  R.  Spaulding.  We  left  the  wharf  about 
6  p.  m.  and  before  dark  we  had  passed  Fort  Warren,  Fort 
Independence  and  Governor's  Island, -and  got  outside  the  harbor. 

July  2()lh.  It  is  very  pleasant  today.  I  slept  below  last 
night.  Did  not  feel  very  well,  am  not  seasick  yet,  but 
Charlie  Browning  is  dreadfully  sick.  We  were  insight  of  Cape 
Cod  this  forenoon. 

July  27th.  I  slept  on  deck  last  night  and  slept  much  better 
than  I  did  the  night  before.  We  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  were  met  by  the  war  steamer  ' '  Quaker 
City."  They  advised  us  to  look  sharp  for  rebel  batteries  on  the 
Virginia  shore  going  up  the  Potomac  river. 

July  28th.  We  were  up  early  this  morning.  There  are 
two  brass  pieces  on  board  and  they  are  pointed  towards  the  shore 
with  ammunition  ready  to  load  them  with.  We  had  ball  cart- 
ridges served  to  us  this  morning.  It  begins  to  look  a  little  like 
war.  We  passed  along,  however,  without  any  trouble.  We 
looked  at  the  Rebs  and  they  looked  at  us  but  did  not  offer  to  in- 
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terfere  with  our  vessels.  We  passed  Fort  Washington;  then  we 
came  to  Mount  Vernon.    Every  man  stood  with  uncovered  head 

Heads  Uncovered  as  They  Pass  Mt.  Vernon. 

while  the  band  played  the  Dead  March.  A  few  miles  further 
and  we  came  to  the  City  of  Alexandria.  We  passed  in  sight  of 
the  Marshall  house  where  Ellsworth  was  shot  for  tearing  down 
the  rebel  flag.  The  flagstaff  is  in  sight  but  no  flag  floats  from  it 
now.  After  passing  Alexandria  we  were  in  full  view  of  Wash- 
ington, which  place  we  arrived  at  about  noon.  The  left  wing 
was  landed  at  the  arsenal  and  the  right  wing  at  the  navy  yard. 
We  had  a  ver}^  pleasant  voyage  out  here,  no  rough  weather  and 
so  but  a  very  few  seasick.  We  had  but  little  to  relieve  the  mo- 
notony except  to  watch  the  porpoises.  Yesterday  one  of  the 
horses  was  found  to  have  horse  distemper  and  for  fear  that  the 
rest  of  the  horses  would  get  it,  he  was  thrown  overboard  and  the 
last  w^e  saw  of  him  he  was  swimming  along  in  the  wake  of  the 
steamer. 

July  29th.  Left  Washington  about  noon,  marched  two  and 
a  half  miles  towards  Kalorama  Heights,  when  we  stopped  for 
the  night.  Just  then  there  came  up  a  shower  and  we  huddled 
under  our  rubber  blankets  until  the  shower  was  over,  then  we 
pitched  our  tents  and  had  to  go  to  bed  without  any  supper. 

July  oOth.  Marched  about  one-half  mile  further  and  formed 
a  camp.  We  are  about  three  miles  from  the  city,  in  a  north- 
westerly direction.  The  Tammany  regiment  from  New  York 
lays  near  us. 

July  31st.  Wrote  to  mother  today.  Tom  Murphy  is  in 
the  hospital.  He  has  got  a  slow  fever.  Charlie  Browning  is 
poorly  3^et.  He  has  not  got  over  the  seasickness.  Alonzo  Ty- 
rell  is  sick  with  the  measles. 

Aug.  5th.  Struck  tents  and  marched  four  or  five  miles  and 
formed  a  new  camp.  We  are  in  a  brigade  now  commanded  b}^ 
Gen.  Couch.  The  brigade  is  composed  of  the  o6th  N.  Y.  (2 
3'ears  men)  2d  R.  I.  and  7th  and  10th  Mass. 

Au;;.  8th.  Went  on  picket  last  night.  John  Graham  was 
taken  sick  on  the  picket  line.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excite- 
ment; guns  were  fired  in  all  directions,  but  I  guess  there  was  no 
one  hurt  though  there  were  some  pretty  badly  scared. 

Aug.  9th.  Moved  camp  today.  We  have  a  splendid 
place  now  if  they  will  only  let  us  stay.  We  call  the  place  Camp 
Brightwood. 

Aug.  10th.  Wrote  to  father  today.  He  is  in  camp  at  Wor- 
cester in  Co.  C  21st  regiment  Mass.  Yols. 

Aug.  12th.    Alonzo  Tyrell  has  got  his  discharge  and  gone 
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home.  "Joy  go  with  him."  He  ain't  worth  a  row  of  pins  as  a 
soldier. 

Aug.  13th.    Aleck  Webber  has  got  his  discharge.  The 

The  Cannon  Fever. 

cannon  fever  attacked  him  very  hard  so  he  thought  if  he  should 
eat  Lucifer  matches  it  might  help  him.  Well,  it  did,  to  the 
phthisic  and  a  discharge.  I  hope  he  feels  better  now.  He  w^as 
going  to  bring  Jeff  Davis'  head  home  on  his  bayonet  ;  or  at  least 
that  was  his  talk  before  he  left  Spencer. 

"Great  cry  and  little  wool." 
Wrote  a  letter  to  mother  and  practiced  target  shooting  a  little 
w^hile  until  we  were  driven  in  by  the  rain. 

Aug.  26th.  Luther  Hill  arrived  in  camp  tonight.  He 
brought  us  parcels  from  home.  He  also  brotight  each  one  of  the 
Spencer  boys  ten  dollars  in  gold. 

Aug.  27th.  Went  on  picket  today.  We  have  some  gay 
times  on  picket  now  ;  green  corn  and  peaches  are  just  in  their 
prime  and  we  do  more  foraging  than  w^e  do  guarding  I  guess,  btit 
I  don't  care.  They  are  most  all  Secesh  at  heart  even  if  they  do 
pretend  to  be  Union.    Some  of  them  don't  even  do  that. 

Aug.  28th.  Mason,  Collier,  Chamberlain,  Conwa}^  and  my- 
self took  supper  with  one  of  the  natives.  We  had  biscuit  and 
butter  and  coffee.  We  paid  her  15  cents  apiece  ;  not  a  very 
extensive  supper,  but  it  was  a  change  from  camp  living  and  I 
presume  it  was  the  best  they  could  do.  Poor  whites  are  poor 
enough  in  all  conscience.  We  did  not  get  in  from  picket  until 
about  10  P.  M. 

Aug.  30.  Wrote  to  mother  today.  Tom  Carney  and  Oscar 
Bemis  are  both  sick  in  the  hospital.  Carney  has  the  typhoid 
fever.    I  don't  think  anything  serious  ails  Bemis. 

Sept.  15th.  Received  a  letter  from  mother.  We  have  to 
drill  pretty  steady  now  but  w^e  get  a  little  leisure  time  once  in  a 

Peaches  for  a  Change. 

while.  Time  enough  to  get  a  few  peaches  and  such  like.  .  We 
manage  to  have  some  pretty  good  times  in  camp. 

Sept.  25th.  Wrote  a  letter  to  mother.  Tom  McCluskey 
deserted  while  on  picket.  He  was  a  good  soldier  when  he  was 
Tom,  but  when  he  was  whiskey  that  w^as  another  story.  He  had 
some  trouble  with  Lieut  Johnson  and  during  the  night  he  went 
to  the  house  near  the  picket  post  to  get  some  water  but  did  not 
come  back.     The  next  morning  a  nigger  brought  his  gun  and 


*Sick  with  cannon  fever  was  a  name  applied  to  soldiers  whose  fightiug  courage  seemed 
to  be  well  nigh  exhausted. 
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•equipments  in  to  the  post.  They  sent  out  scouts  for  him  but  did 
not  hear  anything  of  him. 

Sept.  29th  Marching  orders.  Everything  in  a  hubbub. 
Kverybody  excited.    McClellan  has  taken  Munson's  Hills. 

Sept.  oOth.  Marched  as  far  as  Fort  Slocum.  Lay  there  all 
■day  and  marched  back  to  camp  again  for  the  night.  We  expect 
to  have  to  go  somewhere  tomorrow  and  may  be  we  shall  go  to- 
night.   The  orders  are  to  be  ready  to  go  at  a  minute's  notice. 

Oct.  1st.  Marching  orders  are  played  out  for  this  time. 
Wrote  a  letter  to  mother.  Oscar  Bemis  has  got  his  discharge. 
He  has  lost  his  voice.  The  rest  of  the  boys  are  well  except  Car- 
ney.   He  is  in  the  hospital  at  Washington. 

Oct.  11th.  I  have  been  sick  for  a  few  days  with  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bowels.  Have  been  in  the  hospital.  I  am  feeling 
better  now.    Wrote  a  letter  to  mother. 

Oct.  12th.  Came  out  of  the  hospital  today  and  feeling  quite 
like  myself  again. 

Oct.  loth.  Lucien  Fogg  was  on  guard  last  night  at  Fort 
Massachusetts.  The  brigade  officer  came  around  to  try  Lucien 
to  see  if  he  understood  his  duty;  he  gave  the  wrong  countersign 
and  fired  his  pistol  pretty  closely  to  Lucien,  when  the  latter 
returned  the  compliment  by  firing  hismtisket  at  the  officer's  head. 
The  bullet  took  a  strap  off  his  shoulder.  It  ought  to  have 
taken  his  head  off.  The  officer  was  the  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  oOth 
N.  Y.  Regt.  and  he  thought  it  was  some  of  his  own  men  on 
^uard  and  they  did  not  have  their  guns  loaded. 

Oct.  14th.  Wrote  mother  today.  The  boys  are  spending 
their  spare  time  now  playing  ball  and  going  up  to  Old  Groves's. 
He  keeps  a  kind  of  a  tavern  about  a  mile  from  our  camp. 

Oct.  17th.  We  received  a  visit  today  from  Gov.  Andrew 
of  Mass.  and  the  Post  Master  General.  Montgomer}'  Blair.  They 
•expressed  themselves  very  highly  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  men. 

Oct.  20th.  Wrote  mother  today.  Tom  Carney  is  dead. 
He  died  in  the  hospital  at  Washington  of  a  fever. 

Oct.  2oth.  Marched  down  to  Columbia  college,  about  four 
miles,  and  had  a  brigade  drill. 

Oct.  26th.  Had  a  skirmish  drill  all  round  the  neighborhood 
this  forenoon  ;  wrote  to  mother,  Charles  and  the  girls.  Henry 
Lyon  has  got  his  discharge  and  gone  home  to-day. 

Nov.  16th.  Received  a  box  from  home  with  boots,  blankets, 
vest,  gloves  and  goodies.  The  boys  are  all  happy  to-night.  All 
have  got  something  from  home  and  those  who  have  no  near  friends 
in  Spencer  are  not  forgotten,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

Nov.  19th.  Went  down  to  Columbia  College  and  were  re- 
viewed by  Gov.  Andrew  of  Mass. 
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Thanksgiving  Celebrated  in  Camp. 

Nov.  21st.  Thanksgiving  day.  Beefsteak  for  our  break- 
fast, cooked  in  camp  ;  for  dinner  we  had  roast  beef  cooked  in  the 
kitchen  of  Frank  P.  Blair  ;  for  supper  we  had  a  roast  pig,  roast 
turkeys,  cakes,  pies,  etc  ,  sent  us  from  Westfield. 

Nov.  2r)th.  Got  a  pass  and  went  over  to  Annapolis  to  see 
father.  I  got  there  about  night  and  found  the  boys  well.  Father 
and  Alden  Howes  are  doing  the  cooking  for  the  company. 

Nov.  2()th.  Went  over  and  saw  the  2oth.  Mass.  Regt.  Saw 
JOvShua  Pronty,  Merrick  Prouty  and  Ed.  Townsend.  They  were 
in  good  health  and  appeared  to  be  enjoying  themselves  very  well. 
Went  back  to  Camp  Brightwood. 


THOMAS  HEFFRON 

of  Spencer,  enlisted  in  Co.  A..  r54.th  New  York  Vol.  at  Randolph, 
Aug.  5,  1862.    Killed  in  battle  at  Pine  Knob,  Georgia, 
June  15,  1S64. 

Nov.  2Sth.    The  weather  is  getting  wet,  cold  and  muddy. 

Dec.  2d.  Brigade  drill  for  today  and  guard  duty  tonight. 
John  Hastings  has  got  his  discharge  and  is  going  home  in  a  day 
or  two. 

Dec.  13th.  Commenced  work  on  our  barracks  today.  We 
are  going  to  have  good  board  houses. 
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Dec.  loth.  Two  privates  in  the  olHh  N.  Y.  Regt.  fought  a 
duel  today.  One  of  them  was  shot  in  the  right  side,  the  ball 
passing  through  the  lung.  He  was  also  hit  in  the  arm  with  a 
buckshot.     The  other  man  was  not  hurt. 

Dec.  l()th.  The  man  who  was  hurt  in  the  duel  3'esterday 
died  today.    The  other  man  is  in  close  confinement. 

Dec.  17th.  Joe  Wedge  cut  his  foot  very  severely  today  in 
the  woods  while  cutting  timber  for  our  barracks. 

Dec.  I'Sth,     Was  vaccinated  today. 

Dec.  2()th.  John  Hastings  has  gone  home.  We  had  a  visit 
from  "California"  Adams.  He  is  brother  to  the  famous  bear 
hunter  of  the  west  called  "Grizzly"  Adams;  also  a  brother  of 
Francis  D.  Adams  of  Spencer. 

Dec.  27th.  Our  barracks  fell  down  today  when  we  had  got 
them  nearly  done.  There  were  a  good  many  of  the  boys  bruised, 
but  no  one  seriousl}-  hurt. 

Dec.  2cSth.  Albert  Snow  of  Westfield  is  dead  and  we  sent 
his  bod}'  home  to-day. 

Dec.  29th.     Our  barracks  are  all  done.  j[_^*^-JQ255 

Spencer  Young  Men  Visit  the  Camp. 

Jan.  l)th.  Joel  S.  Bullard,  Josepli  F.  Ward  and  Rufus  A. 
Sibley  have  come  out  to  make  us  a  visit.  They  have  chosen 
a  poor  time  as  it  rains  most  ever}-  day  and  is  dreadfully  muddy. 
Bon}^  is  in  the  hospital  sick  with  a  slow  fever.  The  Captain's 
wife  is  visiting  him.  She  is  going  to  get  up  a  dinner  for  us 
toda}'. 

Jan.  2ord.  The  boys  from  Spencer  who  have  been  visiting 
us  start  for  home  to-da}-.     Mud  is  horrid  deep. 

Feb.  10th.  Good  news  fromTenn.  Com.  Foote  has  taken 
Fort  Henry.  Gen.  Stone  has  been  sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  under 
arrest.  It  is  thought  that  there  was  a  little  treacher^-at  the  Ball's 
Bluff  fight  last  Oct.  and  that  he  was  concerned  in  it. 

Feb.  l()tli.  Wrote  to  mother.  Have  beard  that  Gen.  Burn- 
side  has  taken  Roanoke  Island.  Have  also  heard  good  news  from 
Ky.  and  Tenn.    We  had  new  over  and  under  coats  issued  to  us. 

Feb.  18th.  Heard  of  the  death  of  father.  He  was  killed  in 
the  action  of  the  8th  ult.  at  Roanoke  Island.  He  was  a  member 
of  Co.  C  21st  Mass.  Father  and  George  Henry  were  the  only 
ones  from  Spencer  that  were  killed. 

Feb,  2()th.  I  got  a  pass  toda}'  to  go  outside  in  company 
with  John  Worthington,  John  Beaumont,  Henry  Jones^  and 
Amasa  Bullard.  We  went  first  to  brigade  headquarters  but  did 
not  stop  long  as  Joe  Pierce,  the  one  we  wanted  to  see,  was  down 
in  the  city.    We  then  went  over  to  the  2d    R.   I.  Regt. 
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As  they  were  preparing  to  go  on  knapsack  batallion  drill  I 
saw  some  of  the  boys  fill  up  air  pillows  and  put  into  their  knap- 
sacks instead  of  blankets  and  clothing.  In  that  wa\'  they  got 
the  bulk  without  the  weight.  Let  a  Rhode  Island  Yankee  alone 
for  a  trick  of  that  kind.  We  next  went  to  Fort  Totten.  It  is 
situated  on  the  top  of  a  very  high  hill.  It  is  garrisoned  by  the 
76th  N.  Y.  Regt. ,  and  has  a  number  of  heav}^  guns.  There  are  rifle 
pits  all  round  the  side  of  the  hill  and  abattis  all  around  them.  It 
Avould  be  a  hard  place  to  take  by  assault.  As  we  w^ere  now  but 
a  short  distance  from  the  "Soldiers'  Home"  we  thought  we 
would  pay  that  a  visit.  We  did  not  enter  the  grounds  as  it  w^as 
getting  along  towards  night.  The  building  is  a  very  handsome 
brick  house  painted  white,  a  cupola  and  signal  station  on  top. 
The  grounds  are  laid  out  with  taste  and  are  very  beautiful.  The^^ 
are  kept  neat  and  clean.  There  are  nice  groves  of  evergreens 
around  the  house.  It  is  intended  as  a  home  for  aged  and  disabled 
soldiers  who  prefer  a  home  here  to  a  pension  and  bount3\  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  made  it  his  home  here  during  the  warm  weather 
There  is  also  an  extensive  graveyard  where  soldiers  who  die 
in  the  camps  and  army  hospitals  this  side  of  the  river  are  buried. 
On  the  way  home  we  stopped  at  one  of  the  Pennsylvania  batteries.^ 
Their  guns  are  the  same  that  formed  Major  JK^in gold's  famous 
battery  in  the  Mexican  war.  We  returned  to  camp  in  season  for 
dress  parade,  very  well  pleased  with  our  day  of  recreation.  Plenry 
Sla3'ton  and  a  fellov/  by  the  name  of  Doane  came  to  our  camp  to- 
day. Their  home  is  in  East  Brookfield.  They  belong  to  the 
15th  regiment  and  were  taken  prisoners  last  October  at  Ball's 
Bluff.  The}'  have  been  in  Richmond  ever  since  and  have  just 
been  paroled.  The  report  in  camp  tonight  is  that  Nashville  is 
taken  and  that  Gen.  Beaureguard  is  taken  prisoner.  The  last 
part  of  it  sounds  fish}-. 

March  lOth.  Broke  camp  this  morning  and  started  for 
Manassas.  We  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Chain  Bridge  at  noon, 
reaching  Prospect  Hill  about  six  p.  m.  Prospect  Hill  was  the 
country  seat  of  the  later  Com.  Jones  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  When 
he  died  he  left  the  place  to  his  two  sons  and  as  they  are  both  in 
the  rebel  army  the  Government  took  possession  of  it.  It  is  a 
very  large  place;  took  500  slaves  to  carry  it  on.  It  looks  like 
war  a  little  now.  We  have  each  100  rounds  of  cartridges;  every 
man  with  an  extra  pair  of  shoes. 

March  14th.  The  rebels  were  so  unmannerh^  that  they 
would  not  wait  for  McClellan  to  come  up  and  whip  them,  but  fell 
back  to  Richmond.  W^e  waited  at  Prospect  Hill  until  today 
when  we  marched  back  as  far  as  the  bridge.  It  is  raining  like 
fun. 

March  15th.    Rained  all  da}^  as  hard  as  it  could  pour.  Had 
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orders  just  at  dark  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  inonient's  notice. 

March  We  started  last  night  at  seven  o'clock  for  our  old 

camp  at  Brightwood,  distant  about  twenty  miles  by  tiie  way  of 

Wearisome  Marching. 

Georgetown,  raining  like  fun  and  the  mud  from  eight  inches  to 
three  feet  deep;  ever}'  man  for  himself;  any  way  to  get  to  Bright- 
wood.  It  was  terribly  hard  marching,  but  we  managed  to  get 
into  camp  towards  morning,  tired,  wet  and  hungry.  Lieut.  Chase 
of  Co.  K  gave  us  a  good  drink  of  whiske}'  to  warm  us  up.  Some 
of  the  men  did  not  get  into  camp  for  a  day  or  two. 

March  l^ord.  Received  a  letter  from  mother  today.  George 
Holden  is  here  visiting  the  boys. 

March  i^oth.  Broke  camp  and  marched  down  to  Columbia 
College  waiting  for  a  chance  to  embark,  but  had  to  march  back 
again. 

March  2()th.  Marched  down  to  Washington  and  embarked 
on  board  the  steamer  "Ariel"  bound  for  Fortress  Munroe.  We 
have  bidden  goodbye  now^  to  old  Camp  Brightwood.  We  set  our 
barracks  on  fire  this  morning,  where  we  have  had  some  jolly  good 
times.  There  were  one  or  two  of  our  bo\'S  got  acquainted 
with  some  woodchoppers  who  had  a  hut  in  the  woods  and  after 
dark  they  used  to  run  guard  and  get  whiskey.  They  had  to  cross 
a  large  brook  on  an  old  log.  One  night  two  of  the  boys  fell  off 
into  the  brook.  They  came  near  getting  drowned,  but  they  hung 
to  their  whiskey  and  got  into  camp  all  right  but  a  little  damp. 
Old  Mrs.  Johnson,  a  nigger  woman,  used  to  bring  canteens  of 
whiskey  into  camp  under  her  petticoats.  Nearly  every  company 
had  two  or  three  negroes.  They  used  to  run  away  from  their 
masters  and  come  into  camp,  and  when  their  owners  came 
after  them  we  would  hide  them,  and  sometimes  when  Old  Nolan 
used  to  come  after  his  he  would  get  stoned  off.  Things  got  so 
hot  after  a  wdiile  that  the  Col.  gaxe  orders  to  give  up  all  the 
slaves  in  camp  and  not  receive  an}'  more,  but  we  could  not  see 
the  point.  We  let  some  of  them  go.  The  rest  of  them  we  were 
bound  we  would  not  let  go  and  we  did  not.  Nolan,  who  owned 
most  of  them,  did  not  get  any  of  his.  He  talked  prett}-  saucy  to 
some  of  the  boys  and  as  they  were  not  in  the  habit  of  being  talked 
to  in  that  way  they  thought  they  would  give  him  a  lesson  that 
would  cause  him  to  remember  the  10th  Mass.  vSo  after  the  roll 
call  at  night  about  '2i)i)  of  the  regiment  guided  by  "George"  one 
of  his  slaves  paid  him  a  visit.  They  took  him  and  after  threaten- 
ing to  hang  him  and  shoot  hnn  and  otherwise  pretty  thoroughly 
frightening  him,  thiy  made  an  old  nigger  wo:nan  get  down  on  all 
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New  Way  of  Taking  the  Oath. 

fours ;  then  the}'  took  a  Bible  and  put  it  on  that  part  of  her  that 
was  the  most  prominent  and  made  Nolan  get  down  on  his  knees, 
take  the  oath  of  allegience  and  kiss  the  Bible.  They  then  took 
all  his  geese,  turke3^s  and  chickens  and  let  him  go,  telling  him 
that  if  he  was  ever  caught  in  the  camp  of  the  lOth  regiment  he 
would  get  served  worse.  He  never  was  .seen  again  in  the  camp  so  we 
concluded  he  thought  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor.  He  was  a 


T,EROY  HAWE5 

Co.  E.  34  Mass.  Vol.   Born  at  New  Braintree,  Sept.  24,  1S39.  Died  on 
hospital  transport  Apr.  3,  1S65. 

rank  rebel,  and  was  afterwards  a  captain  in  the  rebel  army.  What 
exasperated  the  bo^'S  was  that  when  he  came  into  camp  after  his 
slaves  he  used  very  obscene  language  and  even  went  so  far  as  to 
draw  a  revolver  and  threaten  some  of  the  bo3\s,  but  he  soon  found 
several  rifles  very  near  him  and  he  thought  he  had  better  go 
home,  which  he  did,  closely  followed  by  stones  thrown  by  the  boys. 

There  were  a  number  of  houses  in  the  vicinit}'  of  the  camp 
where  we  used  to  go  and  pass  away  some  of  our  spare  time.  We 
were  encamped  on  the  land  of  Frank  P.  Blair.  We  used  to  visit 
him ;  we  were  always  well  received,  as  we  were  also  at  his 
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"brother's,  Montgomery  Blair.  We  have  been  in  camp  here  about 
seven  months  and  they  have  been  ver}^  pleasant  ones.  We  expect 
that  the  next  seven  months  will  show  a  different  state  of  things 
and  I  think  that  it  ought  to.  There  are  over  ^()(), ()()()  men  who 
have  lain  idle  here  all  winter  but  there  is  a  prospect  now  of  work 
and  although  not  over  and  above  anxious  to  fight,  I  want  to  see 
this  war  ended  and  the  boys  think  now  it  will  be  soon.  We  are 
now  on  board  the  "Ariel"  bound  down  to  Fortress  Munroe.  We 
shall  probably  sail  in  the  morning. 

March  27th.  Left  the  wharf  and  steamed  down  the  river; 
stopped  at  Alexandria  and  took  two  schooners  loaded  with  cav- 
alry in  tow.  W^e  passed  Mount  Vernon  and  Fort  Washington 
and  lower  down  the  river  passed  the  rebel  batteries,  or  rather 
wdiere  they  had  been  last  July  when  we  landed  at  Washington,  for 
they  evacuated  them  in  a  hurry  last  winter  with  some  gunboat 
shells  close  b^^  them.  Sickle's  brigade  was  lying  on  the  opposite 
shore  of  the  river.  The  next  place  of  interest  was  "Aquia 
Creek."  The  rebels  were  evacuating.  They  had  set  fire  to  the 
wharf  and  storehouses  the  night  before.  It  is  a  most  beautiful 
-da}'  and  we  have  enjo3'ed  our  ride  down  the  Potomac  very  much 
indeed. 

March  2<Sth.  We  passed  Cape  Charles  and  Cape  Henry 
about  ten  o'clock  this  morning.  Shortl}'  after  the  shipping  in 
Hampton  Roards  appeared  in  view  and  the  walls  of  Fortress 
Munroe  were  seen  looking  grimly  around  the  harbor.  We  came 
to  anchor  about  noon  opposite  the  fort.    There  are  a  large  num- 

That  Wonderful  Little  Monitor. 

"ber  of  transports  here  loaded  with  troops  and  a  number  of  ships 
of  war,  and  among  the  rest  was  the  little  "Monitor."  At  night 
Ave  moved  up  to  Hampton  City  and  made  fast  to  the  wharf  and 
sta^^ed  aboard  the  boat  for  the  night. 

March  29th.  Came  ashore  this  morning.  A  dismal  looking 
place,  not  a  house  left  standing,  nothing  but  blackened  ruins. 
The  place  was  burned  by  order  of  the  rebel  General  Magruder 
when  the  rebels  were  shelled  out  of  the  town  last  summer.  This 
makes  three  times  that  the  place  has  been  burnt ;  the  first  time  by 
the  Indians,  and  the  next  time  by  the  English  in  1.S12.  It  was 
one  of  the  first  places  settled.  Here  stood  the  oldest  church 
in  the  United  States.  It  was  saved  at  the  two  first  conflagra- 
tions, but  it  was  burnt  this  last  time. 

March  80th.  We  are  now  about  four  miles  from  Hampton 
on  the  Yorktown  road.  Yorktown  is  probably  our  destination. 
The  rebels  have  got  a  line  of  fortifications  extending  from  York- 
town  on  the  York  river  across  the  peninsular  to  the  James  river. 
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We  hear  there  are  but  l-"),()00  rebs  there  now,  but  more  are  on 
the  wa}'  from  Richmond. 

April  4th.  We  marched  about  twelve  miles  today  towards 
Yorktown.  About  noon  we  passed  Young's  mills.  There  was  a 
rebel  fort  there  and  about  -UX)  men  in  it,  but  they  did  not  .stop  to- 
give  us  an}'  trouble.  W^e  took  an  orderly  Sergt.  and  a  Lieut. 
Col.  prisoners. 

April  oth.  We  marched  about  six  miles  today  and  here  we 
are  at  Warwick  Court  House,  the  county  seat  of  Warwick 
County.  There  is  an  old  court  house,  jail  and  tavern  and  one  or 
two  old  dilapidated  houses.     It  is  a  forsaken  looking  place. 

April  11th.  Went  on  picket  toda^-.  We  are  having  a  ga^ 
time,  pleasant  weather  and  no  rebels  near  and  good  officers  with, 
us. 

April  loth.  Came  in  from  picket  this  morning.  We  had 
preaching  by  the  chaplain  in  the  woods  today.  Wrote  to  mother 
and  the  girls. 

April  l()th.  Was  ordered  to  fall  into  work  on  the  road  but 
the  order  was  countermanded  and  we  went  back  to  camp.  We 
had  hardly  got  there,  however,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  in 
again  with  guns,  equipments  and  day  rations.  We  hear  fir- 
ing up  to  the  front.  I  guess  there  is  going  to  be  a  little  fun. 
We  have  lain  in  the  woods  all  day  supporting  Mott's  battery  and 
are  detailed  for  picket  tonight. 

April  17th.  We  had  quite  a  job  to  get  on  picket  last  night. 
We  had  to  go  about  two  miles  and  then  it  took  until  after  eleven 
o'clock  before  we  got  posted.  At  one  time  we  had  to  cross  a  road 
in  full  view  of  a  rebel  fort  and  the}'  sent  us  a  compliment  in  the 
shape  of  two  ten  pound  shells,  but  they  shot  over  our  heads  and 
did  not  hurt  us  any,  but  it  frightened  us  a  little  as  we  were  not 

Whistling  of  Shells. 

used  to  the  sound  of  shells  whistling  over  our  heads.  We  got 
posted  at  last  and  as  we  were  so  near  them  we  kept  pretty  quiet. 
At  half  past  three  this  morning  they  were  up  and  formed  a  line. 
We  could  see  them  very  plainly  after  it  got  to  be  daylight.  The 
pickets  exchanged  a  few  shots  but  there  was  no  one  hurt  on  our 
side.  We  were  relieved  about  eight  o'clock  this  morning  and 
w^ent  back  and  laid  in  the  woods  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment. 

April  ISth.  We  were  called  up  twice  last  night;  once  at  half 
past  twelve  and  again  at  half  past  two.  The  pickets  were  having 
it  hot  and  tight,  trying  to  see  which  could  shoot  the  fastest;  that 
was  about  all  that  it  amounted  to  I  guess  as  I  have  not  heard  of 
anybody  being  hurt. 

April  U)th.     Laid  in  camp  and  rested  all  da}-. 

April  20th,  Sunday.  Last  night  we  were  up  pretty  much 
all  night.     We  were  called  up  at  eleven  o'clock  and  had  to  stand 
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in  line  of  battle  all  night.  The  pickets  were  firing  on  each  other 
all  night  and  to  make  it  more  pleasant  it  rained,  a  cold  northeast 
storm.  We  were  somewhat  mad  to  have  to  stand  there  in  the  rain 
but  we  could  smoke,  that  was  one  comfort.  The  firing  ceased  about 
daylight  and  we  then  went  back  to  camp  and  got  our  breakfast ; 
then  we  had  to  go  to  the  extreme  front  and  work  on  a  fort.  We 
were  just  550  yards  from  a  rebel  fort  and  in  plain  sight  of  them, 
or  would  have  been  if  they  had  dared  to  have  looked  but  Ber- 
dan's  sharpshooters  were  scattered  around  behind  casks,  trees  and 
everything  that  would  hide  them,  and  if  a  rebel  showed  his  head 
he  was  prett}^  sure  to  get  a  ball  through  it.  We  worked  until 
four  p.  m.  ;  then  we  came  back  to  the  regiment  and  moved  our 
camp  a  little  way. 

April  21st.  Rained  all  da}^  and  we  have  laid  and  slept  all 
day.  At  night  we  had  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice.  The  Captain  called  on  us  to  lay  in  line  and  told 
us  to  get  all  the  sleep  we  could  as  we  would  be  wanted  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

April  22nd.  We  were  not  called  up  last  night  but  today  we 
had  an  alarm  but  it  was  a  false  one.  VVe  went  out  and  deployed 
or  skirmished  to  see  if  the  enemy  had  advanced  any  but  we  found 
their  pickets  in  their  usual  places  so  we  did  not  disturb  them. 
We  then  took  the  back  track  and  left  the  Johnnys  to  the  care  of 
the  2nd  corps. 

May  4th.  The  rebels  evacuated  Yorktown  last  night  and 
we  started  after  them  today.  They  left  a  large  amount  of  stores 
and  a  good  many  heavy  guns.  They  buried  torpedoes  in  the  road 
and  around  the  doors  of  the  magazines.  One  of  them  was  ex- 
ploded by  a  caisson  driving  over  it  and  it  killed  two  or  three 

Rebs  Do  the  Dangerous  Work. 

men.  We  found  some  prisoners  in  the  town  and  the  General 
made  them  remove  all  the  stuff  from  the  magazines  and  store- 
houses so  if  there  was  anybody  hurt  it  would  be  rebs.  We  only 
marched  about  six  miles"  today  and  stopped  for  the  night  at  a 
place  called  Lebanon  Church.     We  slept  in  a  cornfield. 

May  5th.  It  began  to  rain  last  night  about  twelve  o'clock 
and  it  has  rained  all  day  too.  We  followed  on  in  the  rear  of  the 
rebels  about  six  or  seven  miles  when  they  made  a  stand  at  Wil- 
liamsburg. Gen.  Hooker  and  Gen  Kearne>-  were  having  a  hard 
fight  and  Gen.  Hooker  was  taking  them  on  their  left  flank  and 
he  wanted  some  reinforcements  as  he  was  getting  pretty  sorely 
pressed  and  our  regiment  was  sent  up  to  support  him,  but  the 
road  was  so  muddv  and  the  distance  so  far  that  we  did  not  get 
there  until  it  was  too  late  to  be  of  any  service,  but  luckily  we 
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were  not  needed  as  Hancock  had  siicceeded  in  doubling  up  their 
left  flank.  It  was  now  dark  and  the  fighting  was  all  done.  The 
rebels  had  retreated,  and  our  company  was  put  on  picket.  Still 
raining^ — always  our  luck. 

Ma}^  6th.  Came  off  from  picket  this  morning.  It  cleared 
off  last  night  about  twelve.  Everything  quiet  today ;  the  rebs 
have  fallen  back  and  we  can't  follow  them  up  right  off  as  we 
have  got  to  wait  for  the  wagons  to  come  up  and  the  roads  are  in 
such  condition  that  it  will  be  a  day  or  two  before  they  can  get 


NATHAN  S.  DICKINSON 

Co.  C.  25  Mass.  Vol.  born  at  Barre,  Aug.  31,  1836.    Died  in  hospital 
at  Washington  (not  Philadelphia)  Aug.  17,  1864. 

here.  The  surgeons  are  all  bu.S}-  taking  care  of  the  wounded  to- 
-da}'.  Dr.  Chamberlain  is  busy  amputating  limbs.  He  looks 
more  like  a  butcher  than  anything  else,  he  is  all  covered  with 
blood,  but  he  is  a  very  careful  and  skillful  surgeon. 

May  7th.  Wrote  to  mother.  The}^  are  still  bringing  in 
w^ounded  from  the  woods  and  are  bus}^  burying  the  dead.  It  is 
impossible  to  tell  what  the  loss  is  yet  as  they  are  finding  dead 
and  wounded  all  the  time  in  the  woods  where  Hooker  and  Kear- 
ney had  their  fight. 


DIARY  OK  THEODORE  SARGENT 


Ma}'  0th.  Left  Williamsburg  at  seven  a.  m.  Marched  to 
James  City  and  stopped  for  the  night.  James  City  is  a  ver_v 
populous  place.  I  saw  as  many  as  a  dozen  negroes  I  gue.ss.  I 
did  not  see  a  white  person  there.  There  were  three  houses,  two 
barns  and  a  lot  of  negro  huts. 

Ma}'  10th.  Marched  a  few  miles  further.  We  are  now 
twenty  miles  from  Williamsburg  and  thirty-eight  from  Rich- 
mond. 

May  I'ith.     Marched  to  New  Kent  Court  House. 
May  loth.    Went  on  picket.    Everything  is  quiet. 
May  14th.     We  stay  as  picket  for  another  day.    There  is  a 
little  trouble  this  afternoon.    There  is  a  Co.  of  Penn.  Cavalry  on 

Those  Pennsylvania  Cowards. 

picket  in  front  of  us  and  they  are  a  pack  of  cowards,  afraid  of 
their  own  shadows.  The  reb  pickets  are  in  front  of  them  and 
every  time  a  reb  points  his  gun  at  them  the}'  get  up,  go  to  the 
rear  lively  and  we  would  fall  in  thinking  that  the  rebs  were  ad- 
vancing and  would  find  that  they  had  not  left  their  post.  After 
a  while  we  got  sick  of  that  kind  of  business  and  we  went  to  the 
front  ourselves.  When  the  rebs  saw  us  they  tried  to  play  the 
same  game  on  us  but  instead  of  running  we  just  gave  them  the 
contents  of  our  Enfield  rifles  and  they  soon  quieted  down  and  be- 
haved themselves.  We  did  not  any  of  us  get  hurt.  Sergt. 
Gardner  had  a  ball  go  through  his  knapsack.  Somebody  went 
through  my  knapsack  yesterday  and  took  all  that  was  good  for 
anything  to  them. 

.  May  loth.  Relieved  from  picket  and  advanced  a  few  miles. 
We  have  to  advance  very  carefully  now  as  we  are  getting  to  be 
quite  neighborly  with  the  rebs. 

May  l()th.  Marched  about  three  miles  and  encamped  in  an 
old  rebel  camp.  One  of  the  boys  found  a  sword  belonging  to  one 
■of  the  officers  and  I  found  a  pipe  and  we  all  found  more  live 
stock  than  we  knew  how  to  pasture. 

May  24th.  Had  a  little  skirmish  today  but  it  did  not 
amount  to  a  great  deal  as  it  was  mostly  artillery  and  we  had  or- 
ders not  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement. 

May  ^oth.  Went  on  picket.  We  are  now  six  miles  from 
Richmond. 

May  -Kith.  We  are  in  for  a  week's  job  on  picket  but  the 
duty  is  not  hard  and  the  rebs  are  not  troublesome  at  all.  Nice 
weather,  but  a  little  warm. 

May  olst  We  had  an  awful  thunder  shower  last  night.  I 
think  I  never  knew  it  to  rain  so  hard.  The  rebels  under  Gen . 
Johnson  thought  that  it  would  be  a  nice  chance  to  gobble  up  a 
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few  Yanks  as  there  was  but  two  divisions  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river — Gen.  Casey's  and  Gen.  Couch's  to  which  I  belong. 
Johnson  thought  the  rain  would  fill  up  the  Chickahominy  so  that 
we  could  not  cross  when  we  were  attacked  or  so  that  the  other 
troops  could  not  cross  to  our  assistance.  Gen.  Case3''s  division 
was  in  front  and  our  division  was  in  the  rear  of  his.  The  rebels 
made  the  attack  just  at  noon  when  the  men  were  at  dinner. 
The}^  succeeded  in  surprising  Caseys'  division.  The  pickets  were 
strangel}^  negligent  of  their  duty  and  did  not  give  any  alarm.  In 
fact  they  were  all  taken  prisoners  or  were  too  thoroughly  fright- 
ened to  give  an}'  alarm.  Casey's  division,  the  most  of  it,  did 
not  stop  to  see  what  the  trouble  was  but  put  for  the  rear  as  fast 
as  their  cowardly  legs  would  carry  them.  A  few  of  his  regiment 
stood  firm  or  only  fell  back  to  our  division.  Our  division  fought 
the  rebels  till  nearly  night  when  Sumner  and  Heintzleman  came 
up  with  their  troops,  having  crossed  the  river  with  the  water 
breast  high.  Our  regiment  was  driven  back  three  times  and 
went  to  the  front  again  in  as  good  spirits  as  though  they  were 
going  on  picket.  There  were  three  companies  of  our  regiment  on 

The  First  Great  Battle. 

picket  A,  K  and  K.  Our  regiment  lost  twenty-seven  killed^ 
eight}' -four  wounded  and  fourteen  missing  out  of  the  seven  com- 
panies. Col.  Briggs  has  three  or  four  very  severe  wounds;  Cap- 
tain Day,  Captain  Smart  and  Lieut.  Leland  were  killed.  Captain 
Parsons  is  dangerously  wounded.  Sylvester  Johnson  of  Spencer 
is  killed.  D.  F.  Munroe  and  Waldo  Luther  are  pretty  severely 
wounded ;  John  Bigelow,  Lorenzo  Livermore  and  Tom  Murphy 
are  slightly  wounded.  The  rebels  got  rather  the  best  of  us  but 
did  not  succeed  in  taking  us  all'  prisoners  as  they  intended  to. 
They  drove  us  altogether  about  a  mile  and  held  our  camp 
grounds,  and  the}^  captured  all  our  camp  equipage,  tents,  blank- 
ets, knapsacks,  and  cooking  utensils. 

June  1st.  The}'  began  again  this  morning  but  they  found 
that  there  were  a  few  too  many  Yanks  around  and  they  thought 
they  were  wanted  in  Richmond  and  went  in  a  hurry  as- 
sisted by  Gen.  Hooker.  He  followed  them  to  within  two  miles 
of  Richmond  and  would  have  followed  into  the  city  and  taken  it 
if  he  had  not  been  recalled  by  McClellan.  We  occupy  our  old 
camp  again. 

June  oth.  Gen.  Casey  was  in  camp  last  night  and  compli- 
mented our  regiment  very  highly  on  their  conduct  in  the  late 
battle.  I  saw  a  piece  in  the  N.  Y.  Herald  that  claims  for  the 
10th  regiment  the  honor  of  doing  what  never  has  been  done  by 
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Unusual  Honor. 

Toliinteers  and  is  seldom  done  by  the  oldest  regulars  after  being 
driven  and  scattered  all  over  the  field,  then  to  fall  back, 
form  on  the  colors,  and  go  into  the  fight  again  as  steadily  as  if 
the}'  were  on  dress  parade,  and  this  they  did  three  times, 
then  formed  in  line  the  fourth  time  and  held  their  line  until  the 
rest  of  the  troops  fell  back  wlien  they  were  relieved  b}'  the  fresh 
troops  of  Gen.  Heintzleman.  Then  they  w^ent  to  the  rear  but 
the}'  held  the  front  line  through  the  night. 

June  Oth.  Wrote  to  mother  and  the  girls.  Went  on  picket 
for  five  days. 

June  15th.  Major  Marsh  has  been  dishonorabh'  discharged 
from  tiie  service  for  cowardice  in  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  May 
olst. 

June  17th.  Heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Darling. 
"We  don't  know  what  it  has  amounted  to.  Murray  Lovett  is 
dead.  He  has  been  on  the  pioneer  corps  since  the  first  of  April. 
He  took  cold,  had  a  fever,  went  to  the  hospital  and  died. 

June  21st.  There  is  a  man  here  today  to  take  home  the 
body  of  Sylvester  Johnson.  Pat  Kelly  and  Wm.  Conway  are 
both  sick  but  neither  of  them  very  dangerously. 

June  2ord.  Heavy  skirmishing  all  the  afternoon  and  eve- 
ning.    We  are  acting  as  a  reserve. 

June  24th.  We  had  to  keep  awake  all  night  last  night  and 
for  compan}'  we  had  one  of  the  most  severe  storms  of  rain,  hail, 
thunder  and  lightning  that  I  ever  experienced.  We  were  re- 
lieved about  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

June  2.")th.  Wrote  to  mother  today  but  spent  most  of  the 
time  resting.  We  have  to  get  up  every  morning  at  three 
o'clock  and  stand  in  line  until  after  daylight  so  that  the  rebs 
shan't  catch  us  napping.  We  have  had  to  follow  this  up  ever 
since  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks.  Shortly  after  sunrise  they  com- 
menced fighting  up  in  front,  and  our  brigade  was  ordered  up  as  a 
support  but  by  that  time  Genls.  Hooker  and  Kearney  had  given 
the  rebs  a  dose  and  they  fell  back  to  digest  it  and  we  went  on 
picket. 

June2()th.  Well,  we  had  a  pretty  gay  time  on  picket  last 
night.  The  rebs  were  pretty  close  to  us  and  had  found  out 
our  position  and  they  kept  tossing  shell  and  shot  over  amongst 
lis  and  every  little  while  they  would  come  down  an  old  road  there 
was  through  the  woods  with  the  most  confounded  yelling  I  ever 

That  Rebel  Yell. 

heard  and  give  us  a  volley.  Sometiynes  they  would  drive  us  back 
and  sometimes  they  w^ouldn't.    Once  w^hen  we  were  trying  to  get 
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back  to  our  posts  after  being  driven  off  by  the  rebs,  Sergt.  Young 
and  myself  came  very  near  being  taken  prisoners.  We  came  to 
a  fence  and  on  the  other  side  of  it  was  an  open  fiekl  and  some  rebs 
were  encamped  there.  Their  camp  was  so  close  that  we  could 
hear  the  men  talking  as  plainly  as  could  be.  We  w^ere  not  a  great 
while  getting  out  of  that  locality  and  we  did  not  make  much 
noise  about  it  either.  We  got  to  our  posts  all  right  at  last  and 
kept  them  until  daylight.  There  has  been  some  sharpshooting 
but  nobod}^  hurt  today.      Henry  Furrow^  w^as  wounded  in  the 
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OTIS  M.  HUNTER 

Co  E.  34  Masb.  Vol.    Born  at  Spencer,  May  25.  1S37.    Drowned  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  Apr.  9,  1S64. 

hand  last  night.  There  were  two  or  three  quite  narrow  escapes 
today.  Karl  Kalfor  was  seated  with  his  back  against  a  stump 
when  a  cannon  bail  struck  under  the  stump  on  the  other  side, 
passing  under  the  stump  and  coming  out  between  his  legs.  It 
did  not  hurt  him  any  and  as  for  frightening  him  he  was  too 
thoroughl}^  Dutch  for  that.  Tom  Moore  was  on  the  safe  side  on 
a  pine  tree  when  a  shell  struck  it  about  six  feet  above  Tom's 
head.  It  gave  him  a  headache.  We  were  relieved  about  dark  and 
went  back  to  camp. 

June  27th.  Packed  our  knapsacks  and  marched  as  far  as 
Savage  Station  and  laid  all  the  afternoon  and  heard  heavy  firing 


DIARY  OF  THKODORK  SARGHNT 


in  the  direction  of  Gaines  Hill.  I  presume  we  shall  have  to  go 
up  there.     We  alwa3\s  do  have  to  go  everywhere. 

June  2f>th.  We  did  have  to  march  up  to  Gaines  Hill  last 
night  but  we  did  not  have  to  do  any  fighting.  We  were  in  line 
all  ready  to  fight  and  keeping  the  stragglers  back.  We  stood  in 
line  till  twelve  o'clock  when  the  fighting  ceased.  As  we  re- 
treated, I  guess  that  we  got  the  worst  of  the  fight.  We  started 
about  one  o'clock  and  never  halted  till  eight  o'clock.  We 
marched  towards  the  James  river  but  where  we  are  I  don't  know. 
They  are  fighting  up  to  Savage  Station  today. 

June  29th.  About  400  rebels  made  a  charge  on  us  this 
morning  while  we  were  getting  our  breakfast,  but  before  they 
could  get  to  us  they  had  to  run  over  the  7th  Mass.  hidden  behind 
a  fence  and  a  masked  battery  in  the  woods.  The  7th  gave  them  a 
volley  and  the  batter}^  some  grape  and  canister  and  the}'  went 
back  quicker  than  they  came  with  from  80  to  100  less  than  they 
had  when  they  started.     We  have  got  orders  to  march  at  sun- 

Midnight  March  Through  Nine  Miles  of  Swamp. 

down  to  the  James  river  if  it  is  possible  to  get  there.  We  have 
got  to  go  through  the  Nine-Mile  swamp.  There  are  rebels  all 
around  us  and  we  must  go  very  quietly  indeed  and  must  not 
speak  a  loud  word.    It  begins  to  look  kind  of  dusty  for  us. 

June  oOth.  Arrived  at  Haxall's  landing  this  morning  about 
sunrise.  We  got  through  the  swamp  all  right  but  \Ve  had  to 
come  very  slowly  and  very  still.  We  laid  down  after  we  had  our 
breakfast  and  got  a  little  sleep.  There  was  a  little  bit  of  a  muss 
3'esterday  at  White  Oak  swamp,  mostly  artillery.  There  is  heavy 
firing  in  the  rear  today  and  we  are  ordered  back  to  support  them 
if  needed.  It  was  dark  when  we  got  to  the  battlefield,  a  place 
called  Glen  Dale.  The  firing  had  all  ceased  and  we  took  the  front 
line  and  held  it  while  the  troops  that  had  been  fighting  were  be- 
ing relieved  b}^  fresh  ones.  We  then  fell  back  a  couple  of  miles 
and  took  up  a  position  on  Malvern  Hill. 

July  1st.  We  were  sent  onto  the  picket  line  or  skirmish  line 
rather  earh^  this  morning.  Berdan's  sharpshooters  were  in  front 
of  us  but  the}'  did  not  stop  long  as  the  rebels  were  too  many  for 
them.  We  could  see  them  come  down  from  where  the}  had  the 
fight  yesterday  and  take  up  their  positions  right  on  the  right  of 
us.  Our  company  was  at  the  extreme  right  and  had  to  keep 
guard  in  front  and  on  the  flank  both.  We  were  stationed  about 
half  way  down  the  slope  of  the  hill.  Directly  in  front  of  us  was 
a  stone  wall  behind  which  the  rebels  secreted  themselves;  to  our 
right  and  front  was  woods  full  of  rebels,  both  artillery  and 
infantry.    We  were  in  an  oat  field.    The  oats  were  from  twelve  to 
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-eighteen  inches  high  and  by  laying  perfectl}^  fiat  we  were  toler- 
ably well  hidden  from  the  rebels  but  they  were  just  as  well  hidden 
from  us  and  as  it  was  necessar}^  for  us  to  keep  watching  the  reb- 
els we  had  to  keep  dodging  our  heads  up  to  look  and  every  time 
we  did  so,  we  had  some  bullets  to  dodge  and  that  was  a  kind  of 
dodging  that  was  not  so  funn3\  Our  artillery  was  stationed  on 
the  hill  behind  us  and  threw  shells  over  our  heads  at  the  rebs  and 
they  returned  the  compliment  in  kind.  Some  of  the  shells  burst 
uncomfortably  near  us,  scattering  their  pieces  in  rather  danger- 
ous proximity  but  there  was  no  one  hurt  by  them.  We  had 
nothing  to  eat  and  nothing  to  drink  and  we  were  all  tired  out  any 
way  and  the  sun  shone  dreadfully  hot.  We  suffered  a  great  deal. 
The  rebs  charged  on  us  three  times  that  da^'.  The  first  time 
they  drove  us  back  killed  Jimmy  Day  and  wounded  Sergt. 
Gardner.  We  did  not  let  them  brag  over  us  long  before  we 
drove  them  back.  The  next  time  the}^  tried  it  they  didn't  do  it, 
not  much,  but  went  back  with  less  men  than  they  started  with. 
There  were  none  of  our  men  injured  this  time.  The  third  time 
they  tried  it  it  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  They 
had  just  commenced  fighting  in  earnest  on  the  left  and  it  did  not 
worry  us  at  all  to  be  driven  back  as  we  had  much  rather  be  fight- 
ing in  line  of  battle  than  to  be  skirmishing.  We  joined  the  reg- 
iment just  as  a  North  Carolina  brigade  was  making  a  charge  on 
our  regiment  and  the  oGth  N.  Y.,   but  they  found  the  Yanks  had 

The  Yankees  Capture  Colors. 

got  their  mad  up.  We  gave  them  a  volle^^  then  charged  them 
and  gobbled  their  colors,  most  all  their  officers  and  a  good  many 
of  the  privates.  The  oGth  regiment  suffered  a  heavier  loss  than 
we  did.  Our  company  did  not  lose  a  man.  The  fight  now  be- 
gun in  real  earnest.  The  rebels  were  under  command  of  Gen. 
Magruder.  He  would  man  a  heav}'  force  of  infantry,  hurl  them 
onto  our  lines,  but  we  were  bound  to  do  or  die  and  the}^  did  not 
drive  us  an  inch.  We  would  give  them  grape  and  canister  from 
our  batteries  and  volley  after  voile}'  from  the  infantry  until  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  mortal  man  to  stand  such  a  fire.  When 
they  would  go  back  out  of  range  it  was  only  to  find  that  the  gun- 
boats were  throwing  their  GO  and  100  pound  shells  among  them. 
No  men  ever  fought  better  than  the  rebs  did,  but  we  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  position  and  the  gunboats  laying  in  the  river  were  a 
great  help  to  us  as  the  rebels  had  a  mortal  terror  of  their  shells 
and  well  they  might  have  as  one  of  them  bursting  near  a  bod}^  of 
men  would  kill  and  maim  a  great  many  of  them.  We  fought  un- 
til nearh^  nine  o'clock.  W^e  had  then  got  out  of  ammunition  and 
were  relieved  hy  troops  that  had  some,  but  there  was  not  any 
more  fighting.    The  rebs  had  got  enough  of  it.    They  were  very 
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badly  whipped.  The  loss  to  the  regiment  was  not  so  severe  as  it 
'svas  at  Fair  Oaks.  Quite  a  good  many  of  our  wounded  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels  as  we  fell  back  to  Harrison's  Landing 
and  we  could  not  take  all  of  the  wounded.  The  regiment  lost 
two  killed  and  eighty  wounded.  Our  company  lost  two  killed 
and  twelve  wounded — Isaiah  Crosb}^  mortally.  Jimmv  Da^^  and 
"Mahogany"  Day  were  killed.  Major  Miller  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  He  died  in  Richmond.  Sergt.  Hemenway  of 
Co.  D  and  Corliss,  more  familiarly  known  as  "Bloody  'ell"  of 
D  was  killed  and  Lieut.  Wheeler  also  of  D  lost  an  arm  by  the 
premature  explosion  of  one  of  our  own  shells.  Lieut.  Shurtleif 
g-ot  a  bad  wound  in  the  throat,  Lieut.  Pierce  was  wounded  in  the 
hand.  Sergt.  Worthington  had  a  ball  pass  thro'  his  cap,  taking 
some  of  the  hair  olf  of  his  head.  Capt.  Fred  Barton  is  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.    The  Lieut  Col.  is  at  the  rear  sick. 

Jul}"  2nd.  We  were  roused  at  one  a.  m.  and  ordered  to  Har- 
rison's Landing.  It  began  to  rain  about  sunrise  and  it  rained  as 
if  it  had  a  good  deal  of  raining  to  do  and  but  a  short  time  to  do 
it  in,  yet  it  rained  all  day.  We  got  to  our  stopping  place  about 
two  p.  m.  and  we  were  tired,  wet,  hungry  and  sleepy.  June  27 
"we  had  three  days  rations  issued  to  us  and  this  is  the  sixth 
day  since  we  have  been  here.  Some  of  the  boys  have  been  out 
and  foraged  a  little  and  we  have  made  out  to  get  a  little  din- 
ner. While  w^e  were  eating  it  the  rebs  threw  a  few  shells  into 
the  camp. 

Tired  and  Homesick. 

I  was  home-sick  then.  I  thought  that  if  we  had  to  get  up 
and  march  or  fight  again  I  did  not  care  but  precious  little 
Avhat  became  of  the  Union  or  m3'self  either,  but  Gen.  Kearne}^ 
took  a  regiment  of  lancers  that  had  always  been  round  headquar- 
ters doing  nothing  and  told  them  he  was  going  to  see  what  the}^ 
were  made  of.  He  found  a  battery  of  light  artillery  and  a  regi- 
ment supporting  it.  He  charged  on  them,  took  the  batter}'  and 
about  400  prisoners.     We  were  not  troubled  any  more. 

Jul}"  3rd.     We  changed  our  position  a  little  today. 

July  4th.  McClellan  rode  through  our  camp  today.  The 
men  are  not  quite  so  enthusiastic  over  him  as  they  used  to  be. 
They  think  things  might  have  been  managed  a  little  better  in 
som-e  instances. 

July  7th.  Laid  out  our  camp  today.  Guess  we  are  going 
to  stop  here  awhile. 

July  8th.  Were  reviewed  by  President  Lincoln  and  Gen. 
McClellan. 

July  loth.  Lieut.  Col.  \^ial  is  in  command  of  the  regiment 
now.    He  belongs  to  the  2d  R.  I.  regiment.      "Biney"  Jones  is 
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in  the  hospital  at  Washington  wounded  in  the  hand  so  the  report 
is. 

July  18th.  Wrote  to  mother  today.  There  has  been  a  severe 
thunder  shower  here  for  the  last  three  nights.  Wm.  Conway  is 
dead  ;  he  died  in  hospital  at  Philadelphia.  Ed.  Toomey  died 
here  in  this  hospital.  A  good  many  of  the  boys  are  sick,  but  my 
health  continues  good.  ^          ,  I 

July  22d.  Have  heard  too  that  Joe  Tinkham  [and  Hugh. 
Graham,  two  of  our  boys  that  were  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill, 


OSCAR  R.  BKMIS 
Co.  K,  loth  Mass.  Vols,  and  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.   Born  at  Spencer, 
Mass.,  Jan'y  23,  1834.    Died  in  hospital  July  31,  1863. 

were  taken  prisoners  and  are  in  Richmond.  James  Noble,  another 
of  our  boys,  is  in  Richmond  wounded. 

July  oOth.  Wrote  to  mother.  Capt.  Walkley  has  resigned 
on  the  plea  of  ill  health,  and  also  Lieut.  Chase.  The  cannon 
fever  has  been  troubling  our  officers  some.  A  discharge  seems 
to  be  a  certain  cure  for  this  disease. 

Aug.  1st.  The  rebels  came  down  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  last  night  about  midnight  and  tried  to  destroy  some  of  our 
transports  but  the}^  did  not  do  them  any  damage.  They  killed 
a  few  horses  and  mules.  Our  men  returned  the  fire  and  one  or 
two  of  the  gunboats  came  down  from  near  Fort  Darling  and  tossed 
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a  few  shells  over  amongst  them  and  the}'  got  out  of  range  in  a 
hurry.    They  are  afraid  of  those  gunboats. 

Aug.  2nd.     Wrote  to  mother,  and  went  on  fatigue. 

Aug.  5th.  Went  on  guard  for  the  first  time  in  three 
months.  The  regiment  had  orders  to  march  with  two  days'  ra- 
tions. The  whole  corps  is  going  on  a  reconnaisance  towards 
Malvern  Hill.    I  get  out  of  this  march  as  I  am  on  guard. 

Aug.  ()th.  On  guard  again  today.  Lost  my  pocketbook 
and  contents  in  thi  guard  tent. 

Aug.  7th  The  regiment  came  back  from  Malvern  Hill  this 
morning  about  half  past  three,  cross  and  sleepy.  We  that  were 
on  guard  stayed  until  night  to  give  the  boys  a  chance  to  rest  a 
little.    They  did  not  see  any  rebels  while  the}^  were  gone. 

Aug.  15th.    Left  Harrison  Landing  as  guard  for  the  wagon 

Guarding  the  Wagon  Train. 

train.  Where  we  are  bound  I  don't  know.  We  sent  our 
knapsacks  off  on  board  the  transports.  We  did  not  get  more 
than  two  miles  today  as  it  took  so  long  to  get  the  wagon  train, 
straightened  out. 

Aug.  l()th.  Made  pretty  good  time  today.  Passed  Charles 
City  Court  House  and  laid  in  the  woods  side  of  the  road  for  the 
ni^ht.  The  wagons  did  not  leave  the  road  nor  unhitch  only 
long  enough  to  feed. 

Aug.  17th.  Crossed  the  Chickahominy  river  on  a  pontoon 
bridge  and  went  into  camp  about  10  o'clock  A.  M.  as  we  found 
we  had  got  ahead  of  the  troops.  They  were  on  another  rood  and 
had  not  got  up  and  it  was  hardh'  safe  to  go  any  further  unless- 
they  went  in  front.  The  regiment  crossed  the  river  about  dark 
and  gained  on  us.  They  came  acro.ss  plenty-  of  tobacco  during 
the  day,  which  was  ver}'  acceptable  to  me  as  I  was  out.  My 
chum,  Johnny  Beaumont,  gave  me  enough  for  present  needs  and 
I  felt  that  "Richard  was  himself  again." 

Aug.  ISth.  Started  on  with  the  wagons  and  Avent  about, 
three  miles  east  of  the  town  of  Williamsburg  and  halted.  We 
are  on  the  old  battlefield. 

Aug.  lV)th.  The  mules  are  getting  tired  and  we  did  not  get 
but  four  miles  today. 

Aug.  '20th.  Well,  here  we  are  within  three  miles  of  York- 
town  and  are  wondering  what  the  next  thing  will  be.  A  good 
many  troops  have  gone  off  on  transports  down  the  York  river 
bound  for  Washington.  I  guess  it  is  reported  that  the  rebels  are 
fighting  Gen.  Pope  back  toward  Centreville.  I  am  with  the 
wagons  yet,  but  expect  to  join  the  regiment  in  a  day  or  two. 

Aug.  24th.  Wrote  to  mother  today.  I  am  with  the  com- 
pany now.    The  boys  are  all  well  I  believe. 

Aug.  29th.  We  are  having  some  pretty  good  times  here  now. 
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'The  boys  are  all  fishing  and  catching  o^'Sters,  clams  and  crabs. 
They  are  plentiful  here  in  the  river. 

Aug.  30th.  Left  Yorktown  this  morning  bound  up  the 
Potomac. 

Aug.  ?)lst.    Arrived  at  Alexandria  today. 

Sept.  1st,  Heav}'  firing  in  the  direction  of  Bull  Run.  We 
have  orders  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's 
notice.  The  o4th  Mass.  Regt.  is  encamped  near  here.  Some  of 
the  boys  have  been  down  to  see  us.  I  saw  Ed.  Boynes,  Joe 
Ward,  John  Lyndes  and  a  few  others  whom  I  knew. 

Fight  at  Chantilly. 

Sept.  2nd.  There  was  a  heavy  fight  last  night  at  Chantilly 
between  Burnsides'  corps  and  the  rebs.  The  21st  Mass.  suffered 
very  heavy.  Fred  Bemis  was  killed  there.  We  had  to  march 
almost  up  to  the  fight  in  one  of  the  most  severe  thunder  showers 
I  ever  experienced,  but  before  we  could  get  there  the  fight  was 
over  and  we  laid  down  side  of  the  road  for  the  night.  Today  we 
had  to  march  back  to  Arlington  Heights  ;  laid  here  a  good  part 
of  the  day,  then  we  had  to  march  up  the  river  to  Chain  bridge 
and  went  into  camp.    Gen.  Pope  has  been  licked. 

Sept.  4th.  The  orders  are  to  march  at  4  P.  M.  The  story 
is  that  we  are  going  back  to  camp  Brightwood.  Instead  of  go- 
ing to  camp  Brightwood,  when  we  got  to  Tenolytown  the  order 
was  "file  left"  and  here  we  are  about  six  miles  above  Tenoly- 
town. The  story  tonight  is  the  rebs  are  crossing  at  Edwards' 
Ferry  and  that  we  are  going  to  Pools ville,  but  there  are  alwa^^s 
stories  enough  in  camp. 

Sept.  5th.  Marched  till  noon  today  and  reached  a  place 
called  Bursville  Cross  Roads,  18  miles  from  Poolsville  and  six 
miles  from  Rackville.  It  is  "reported  that  rebels  are  at  both  of 
these  places. 

Sept.  10th.  We  are  now  within  a  mile  of  the  town  of  Pools- 
A'ille.    There  are  no  rebels  there  now. 

Sept.  loth.  Passed  through  the  town  of  Berketsville  at  the 
foot  of  South  mountain.  Gen.  Slocum  had  a  fight  here  yester- 
day with  the  Johnnys  and  drove  them  out  of  the  town  into  the 
mountain,  then  he  charged  up  the  side  of  the  mountain  and  drove 
them  over  the  mountain  and  off  the  other  side,  but  he  did  not 
kill  or  take  prisoners.  The  General  found  his  own  cousin  among 
the  wounded  rebels.    He  had  him  well  taken  care  of. 

Sept.  17th.  We  had  orders  to  report  to  Harper's  Ferr}^  to 
the  relief  of  the  garrison  there.  It  was  about  20  miles  down 
there.  After  we  got  started  we  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of 
the  ferry  and  we  marched  about  as  fast  as  we  could.  When  we 
got  within  about  one-half  a  mile  of  the  ferry  we  heard  that  the 
place  was  surrendered  to  Stonewall  Jackson.     We  stopped  side 
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of  the  road  to  rest  awhile  when  an  order  came  from  Gen.  Mc- 
Clellan  to  report  to  him  on  the  battle  field  of  Antietam.  We  ojot 
to  within  a  mile  of  the  field  and  halted  for  the  night  as  it  was 
after  10  o'clock  and  no  chance  to  fight. 

Sept.  l-Sth.  We  went  onto  the  field  early  this  morning  and 
took  np  onr  positions  in  line.  The  skirmishing  was  going  on 
right  smart  in  front  and  we  were  expecting  to  have  fun  enough 
before  night,  but  we  did  not  seem  to  get  engaged  as  the  General 
did  not  care  to  fight  much  today  but  was  calculating  on  a  grand 
affair  tomorrow. 

After  Antietam. 

Sept.  1 0th.  When  we  got  up  this  morning  we  found  out  that 
there  was  something  missing  and  we  were  not  long  in  finding  out 
that  the  rebels  had  retreated  across  the  river.  In  the  afternoon 
we  started  on  after  them  through  the  town  of  Sharpsburg. 
There  was  hardly  a  house  left  whole  in  the  place.  It  looks  as 
though  that  there  had  been  some  shells  throw^n  in  here.  We  did 
not  march  but  a  little  ways  beyond  Sharpsburg  and  turned  into 
the  woods  side  of  the  road. 

Sept.  2(Jth.  Were  ordered  about  1  A.  M.  this  morning  to 
make  a  forced  march  to  Williamsport  as  it  was  reported  the  rebels 
were  crossing  the  river  into  Maryland  at  that  place.  When  we 
got  to  within  three  miles  of  the  place  our  cavalry  found  their 
pickets  and  drove  them  in.  Our  division  came  np  and  sent  out 
skirmishers.  The  rest  of  us  formed  a  line  and  advanced  through 
the  woods  about  a  mile,  over  fences,  rocks  and  brush,  and  took  up 
a  position  as  favorabh'  as  we  could,  but  we  soon  found  out  that 
we  could  not  stay  there  long  as  there  w^ere  rebels  in  front  of  us 
and  rebels  to  the  right  and  left  of  us,  and  we  about  faced  and 
marched  to  the  rear  and  took  up  another  position  where  they 
could  not  flank  us,  and  sent  for  reinforcements.  The  rebels  sent 
a  few  shells  over  to  us,  but  the\'  did  no  damage.  We  lost  a  few 
men.  The  skirmish  wounded  them;  there  were  none  killed. 
We  found  a  nice  field  of  potatoes  near  where  we  were  in  line  and 
as  we  were  very  fond  of  new  potatoes  we  thought  we  would  take 
a  few  and  as  there  were  a  good  man>-  of  us  and  not  a  very  large 
field  of  potatoes  I  am  afraid  that  the  man  who  owned  the  field 
did  not  get  a  great  man\'  of  them. 

Sept.  21st.  Reinforcements  came  up  last  night  but  they 
were  not  needed  as  the  rebels  went  back  into  \'irginia. 

Sept.  22nd.  Everything  quiet  today.  The  boys  are  having 
a  good  time. 

Sept.  2Sth.  We  are  encamped  near  the  town  of  Downsville 
and  about  three  miles  from  Williamsport,  and  five  or  six  from 
Hagerstown.     We  are  having  a  kind  of  resting  spell  now.  We 
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are  doing  a  little  drilling  under  our  new  Col.  Eustis.  He  is  a  fine 
drill-master. 

Oct.  5th.  The  87th  Mass.  regt.  joined  our  brigade  today. 
It  is  commanded  by  Col.  Oliver  Edwards,  formerly  adjutant 
of  our  regiment.  We  were  reviewed  the  other  day  by  President 
Lincoln,  Gen.  McClellan  and  Gen.  Franklin.  We  are  in  Gen. 
Franklin's  corps  now. 

Oct.  6th.  We  do  not  have  much  of  anything  to  do  now — a 
little  drilling  and  a  little  guard  duty,  but  it  don't  amount  to  much. 


HENRY  G.  CHICKERING  Copy  by  Cniriti 

Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.    Born  at  Pomfret,  Conn.,  Jan'y4,  1S40  L,ost 
off  transport  Maj^  2,  1865. 

Oct.  10th.  Gorham,  one  of  our  boys  who  was  w^ounded  and 
taken  prisoner  at  Malvern  Hill,  returned  to  us  today.  We  have 
had  marching  orders  today  but  they  are  countermanded  now. 
They  were  caused  by  the  pickets  getting  up  a  little  brush  amongst 
themselves. 

Oct.  12th.  The  boys  are  all  pretty  w^ell  now  except  Geo. 
Howard;  he  has  a  cold  and  his  head  is  all  swelled  up  and  he 
can't  eat  anything  but  spoon  victuals. 

Oct.  13th.    Went  on  guard  today. 
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Oct.  14th.  Our  express  came  today.  I  had  a  box  sent  by 
mother;  the  stuff  was  most  of  it  in  good  order— a  jar  of  jelly  got 
broken  and  a  cake  got  somewhat  mouldy.  The  rest  was  all  right. 
The  Spencer  folks  sent  a  large  box  to  Mason  for  the  hospital  but 

Good  Things  From  Spencer. 

there  was  a  great  deal  more  than  they  wanted  and  it  was  divided 
by  lot  among  the  vSpencer  boys.  I  drew  a  pair  of  socks,  two 
handkerchiefs,  two  towels,  a  bottle  of  cider  wine  and  a  jar  of 
currant  jelly. 

Oct.  loth.  Had  marching  orders  again  today  but  they  were 
countermanded. 

Oct.  17th.     Went  on  guard  again  today. 

Oct.  l<Sth.     Marching  orders.    We  are  to  march  at  sundown. 

Oct.  19th.  W^e  marched  through  Downsville,  Williamsport, 
and  Clear  Springs.  We  halted  here  at  half  past  one  this  morn- 
ing. We  laid  here  until  7  A.  M  ,  then  we  started  again  and 
marched  through  Fair  View,  Indian  Springs  and  Pond  Point  to 
wathin  half  a  mile  of  Hancock. 

Oct.  20th.  I^aid  here  at  Hancock  all  day.  The  reason  of 
our  coming  up  here  was  that  it  was  reported  the  rebels  were  in 
the  neighborhood  and  contemplated  crossing  the  river  into  Mary- 
land. Hancock  is  right  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  We  have 
orders  to  march  at  dark. 

Oct.  21st.  We  did  not  get  started  on  our  march  until  half 
past  one  this  morning.  VVe  then  marched  back  about  ten  miles 
to  a  place  called  Cherry  Run.  Reached  here  about  sunrise.  We 
then  formed  a^camp  and  I  am  detailed  for  picket. 

Oct.  22nd.  I  had  to  cross  the  river  to  get  on  to  the  picket 
line.  The  river  is  about  an  eighth  of  a  mile  wide  and  about  knee 
deep.  We  had  to  ford  the  river  and  it  was  not  a  very  pleasant 
job.  We  were  a  reserve  to  support  the  rest  of  the  pickets.  This 
morning  we  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  they  falling  back  to 
Hedgesville.  This  afternoon  our  cavalr\^  went  out  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Hedgesville  and  we  went  out  to  support  them.  They 
charged  into  the  place  and  captured  24  of  the  rebels  before  they 
had  time  to  fire  a  shot.  Among  them  was  a  Capt.  and  a  Lieut. 
W^e  crossed  the  river  and  went  back  to  camp  tonight  about  dark. 

Oct.  28rd.  Broke  camp  end  started  off  in  the  direction  of 
Clear  Spring.  We  did  not  march  more  than  a  mile  before  we 
halted  to  await  further  orders.  We  laid  there  until  nearly  night. 
Then  we  were  ordered  back  to  our  old  camp  at  Cherry  Run. 

Oct.  24th.    Laid  in  camp  all  day  and  rested. 

Nov.  2nd.  Well,  here  we  are  in  Berlin  near  to  Harper's 
Ferry.    Since  I  last  wrote  from  here,  we  have  done  considerable 
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marching.  We  left  Cherr,y  Run  and  marched  back  to  Fair  View 
and  from  there  to  our  old  camp  at  Downsville,  and  from  there  to> 
this  place.  Fair  View  is  the  most  beautiful  place  I  ever  saw.  It 
is  on  Fair  View  Mountain,  and  it  is  a  fair  view  and  no  mistake, 
We  are  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  10  A.  M.  to  cross  the 
river  into  Virginia.  We  left  Berlin  at  noon  and  crossed  into  Vir- 
ginia.    We  stopped  for  the  night  at  a  place  called  Unionville. 

Nov.  3rd.  We  did  not  march  a  great  ways  today,  but  stop- 
ped in  the  woods  and  had  a  pretty  good  time. 

Nov.  4th.  We  marched  near  to  Ashby's  Gap  today.  At 
night  we  are  to  go  on  picket. 

Well  we  have  got  rid  of  going  on  picket  after  all  and  it  hap- 
pened in  this  way.  There  was  a  long  fence  near  where  our  brigade 
stopped  for  the  night  and  soldiers  always  like  to  find  a  good  dry 
fence,  the  rails  make  such  a  beautiful  fire  to  cook  coffee  by. 

Fuel  Fight  Over  a  Rail  Fence. 

Well,  the  2d  R.  I.  and  o7th  Mass.  got  into  trouble  over  them  and 
from  words  they  came  to  blows,  and  had  quite  a  little  time  for  a 
few  minutes.  Our  regiment  had  just  got  started  for  picket  and  the 
General  sent  for  us  to  come  back  and  sent  the  2d  R.  I.,  instead,  to- 
pay  for  fighting. 

Nov.  oth.  It  is  pretty  cold  today;  a  good  day  to  march  but 
I  guess  it  will  be  rather  cold  laying  out  tonight.  Nothing  ver}- 
especial  happened  toda}^ 

Nov.  ()th.  We  had  a  little  fun  on  the  march  today.  W"e 
halted  about  noon  to  rest  a  while  opposite  a  house  where  there 
was  a  lot  of  turkeys  and  chickens.  Some  of  the  boys  tried  to  buy 
some  of  the  woman  but  she  would  not  sell  one.  She  said  that 
"  our  soldiers  took  all  that  she  had  to  spare."  She  was  Sesech 
to  the  backbone.  Her  husband  and  two  sons  were  in  the  rebel 
arm}^  The  boys  thought  they  would  have  some  of  the  poultr}^ 
anyway  and  began  to  chase  after  them.  The  old  woman  cried, 
swore  and  threw  stones  but  it  was  all  of  no  use.  The  boys  wanted 
them  and  they  had  them.  After  a  while  the  provost  marshal, 
Lieut.  Ecleston,  rode  up  to  the  house  and  ordered  the  boys  back ^ 
but  they  knew  him  and  as  long  as  there  was  any  of  the  chickens 
in  sight  they  stayed.  The  provost  marshal  had  chicken  for 
supper  that  night.  We  got  to  White  Plains  today,  all  out  of 
provision. 

Nov.  7th.  It  snows  today  quite  hard.  The  boys  were  alli 
out  last  night  to  see  what  they  would  find.  They  found  a  whis- 
key distillery  and  some  hogs  and  a  few  sheep.  This  morning  the- 
boys  who  were  on  picket  came  in  and  reported  a  large  flock  of 
sheep  just  outside  of  the  pickets  and  as  we  were  very  short  of 
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food  we  thought  that  we  could  not  do  any  better  than  to  have  a 
little  fresh  mutton,  so  the  boys  went  and  every  man  in  the  regi- 
ment before  night  had  all  the  mutton  he  could  eat.  We  had  noth- 
ing to  eat  with  it,  not  even  salt,  but  it  tasted  good  for  all  that. 

Nov.  22nd.  Well,  here  we  are  at  Stafford  courthouse,  I'l: 
miles  from  Fredericksburg,  o  miles  from  Acquia  Creek  and  -^4 
mile  from  the  Potomac  river.  We  marched  from  White  Plains- 
or  Camp  Mutton  as  the  boys  call  it  now,  to  New  Baltimore. 
While  here  w^e  were  drawn  up  in  line  to  be  reviewed  by  Gen. 
McClellan  and  Gen.  Burnside.  The  latter  has  taken  connnand  of 
the  army  now.  We  have  all  got  out  of  tobacco  and  the  sutlers- 
have  not  come  up  and  we  are  feeling  pretty  cross  over  it.  We 
left  New  Baltimore  and  marched  here  to  this  place.  We  were 
all  out  of  rations  and  had  to  live  pretty  short  for  a  few  days.  All 
that  I  ate  one  day  was  some  persimmons  and  for  smoking  tobacco- 
I  had  to  get  some  moss  off  the  trees  in  the  woods.  But  we  are 
all  right  now,  plenty  of  food  and  tobacco,  too.  The  sutler  has- 
come  up  and  the  boys  made  a  raid  on  him  and  took  about  one 
half  of  his  stock  to  pa}'  him  for  not  coming  up  sooner. 

The  persimmons  are  plentiful  here  now  and  are  \'ery  nice.. 
They  are  in  shape  and  size  about  like  an  egg  and  taste  very 
much  like  a  very  nice  plum  only  they  are  mucli  sweeter.  They 
have  seeds  in  them  shaped  very  much  like  a  watermelon  seed, 
three  or  four,  more  or  less,  according  to  the  size  of  the  fruits 
They  grow  on  trees  that  grow  as  large  as  cherry  trees, 
though  they  commence  to  bear  before  they  are  as  high  as  a  m  m's 
head.  They  do  not  get  ripe  until  after  the  frosts  come.  When 
green  they  are  very  bitter  and  will  pucker  any  one's  mouth  as- 
much  worse  than  alum  as  alum  would  worse  than  sugar. 

Nov.  2<Sth.  Thanksgiving  Day.  We  were  called  into  line 
today  and  had  the  Governor's  proclamation  read  to  us  and  a  few 
remarks  and  prayer  by  the  Chaplain.  We  have  got  a  new  one 
now;  our  old  one.  Barton,  left  us  at  Camp  Brighfwood.  There- 
is  not  much  of  anything  to  write  now.  All  we  have  to  do  is  a 
little  camp  guard.  The  other  night  there  was  a  sutler's  wagon, 
going  up  the  road  about  half  a  mile  from  our  camp,  past  Batter>- 
C  commanded  by  Capt.  McCarthy,  when  some  of  the  bo_\s 
made  a  raid  on  it,  tipped  the  wagon  over  and  appropriated  the  con- 
tents, among  which  was  some  whiskey.  They  all  got  jolly  tight, 
and  then  they  thought  they  could  not  do  any  better  than  to  fire 
a  salute,  so  loaded  up  one  of  their  guns  with  a  double  charge  of 
blank  cartridge  and  fired  it  oif.  It  was  about  D  o'clock  then  and 
it  sounded  off  loudly  as  the  night  was  so  still.  The  l^attery 
is  under  arrest  now.  The  officers  are  trying  to  find  out  who  fired 
the  gun,  but  the  men  won't  tell  on  each  other  so  they  have  all 
been  put  under  arrest.  Being  Thanksgiving  Day  doesn't  bring 
us  any  better  food  this  time. 
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Dec.  2d.    Received  a  letter  from  Annie.    The  folks  are  all 

well. 

Dec.  Ol  d.    We  had  a  company  drill  today. 

Dec.  1th.  Marching  orders.  We  are  all  packed  up  ready 
to  go.    We  are  ordered  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice. 

Dec.  oth.  We  left  Stafford  Courthouse  this  morning  and 
after  marching  hard  all  day  stopped  for  the  night  at  Brook's 
Station  just  six  miles  from  where  we  started  in  the  morning. 
That  is  the  way  with  half  of  our  marches.  We  go  four  times  as 
far  as  there  is  any  need  of  to  get  to  a  certain  place. 


DWIGHT  CHICKERING  Copy  by  Cnrrin 

Co.  E,  34th  Mass  Vols.    Born  at  Poinfret.  Conn.,  Aug.  6,  1841.  Killed 
in  batt'e  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  Va.,  July  18,  1864. 

Dec.  6th.  Marched  five  miles  this  morning  in  a  drenching 
Tain.  It  has  rained  all  day.  We  are  now  near  White  Oak 
Church,  but  a  little  ways  from  Bell  Plain.  I  built  me  a  hut 
today . 

Sunday,  Dec.  7th.  The  rain  changed  to  snow  last  night, 
but  I  don't  care.  I  have  got  a  good  house  for  either  rain  or 
.snow. 

Dec.  10th.  We  have  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  day- 
light tomorrow  morning. 
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Dec.  11th.  We  started  before  light  this  morning  and  halted 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Rappahannock  about  ten  a.  m.  I 
guess  we  are  going-  to  make  some  trouble  for  the  Johnnys  by  the 
appearance  of  things.  We  are  about  a  mile  below  the  City  of 
Fredericksburg.  There  are  two  pontoor  bridges  across  the 
river  at  this  point  and  they  have  been  tr\  ing  all  day  to  lay  an- 
other one  opposite  the  city,  but  there  are  too  many  rebel  pickets 
in  the  houses  near  the  river  and  they  keep  firing  on  the  bridge- 
makers  so  that  they  can't  lay  the  bridge.  About  a  (|uarter  of  a 
mile  back  from  the  river  on  our  side  is  a  range  of  hills  and  they 
are  covered  with  artiller}',  about  200  pieces,  and  when  the  Gen- 
eral saw^  that  the  engineers  could  not  lay  the  bridge  he  gave  or- 
ders for  the  batteries  to  open  on  the  houses  in  the  city  near  the 
river,  and  there  w^as  music  for  a  while.  Then  they  stopped  and 
tried  the  bridge  again  but  it  was  no  use.  Then  he  called  for 
.some  volunteers  to  go  over  the  river  in  boats  and  drive  the  rebels 
out  of  the  houses.  Some  from  the  :^(!th  Mass.  and  one  other 
regiment  either  from  Wisconsin  or  Michigan  immediately  went 
over  and  drove  them  out  and  the  bridge  was  soon  built.  It  was 
now  almost  night  and  too  late  to  do  any  fighting,  but  it  was 
thought  best  to  send  some  troops  over  wdiere  we  were  on  the  left. 
General  Devens  volunteered  to  go  over  with  his  brigade.  He 
commands  our  brigade  now.  The  "id  R.  I.  were  to  go  over  as 
skirmishers  and  our  regiment  next.  We  went  over,  drove  the 
rebel  pickets  back  and  formed  a  line  without  much  trouble. 
The}^  fired  at  us  a  little  but  did  no  harm.  We  formed  a  line  of 
our  brigade  and  two  regiments  from  General  Cochran's  brigade. 
They  say  that  one-half  of  us  can  sleep  at  a  time  tonight  and  the 
rest  must  stand  in  line  to  guard  against  a  surprise.  The  river  at 
this  place  runs  nearly  due  east.  The  city  of  Fredericksburg 
is  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  Above  the  city  is  a  range  of  hills 
called  St.  Mary's  Heights.  From  these  there  is  a  range  of  hills 
running  in  the  form  of  a  half  circle  to  the  river  again  some  three 
or  four  miles  below  the  city,  the  bend  of  the  circle  being  away 
from  the  river.  The  hills  are  mostly  covered  with  woods,  or 
were  rather,  for  the  rebels  have  cut  down  a  large  portion  of  them. 
These  hills  are  covered  with  rifle  pits,  redoubts  and  forts.  P>om 
the  foot  of  the  hills  to  the  river  is  a  large  open  plain  which  our 
troops  must  cross  in  order  to  get  to  the  rebs,  and  this  whole  plain 
is  commanded  by  the  rebel  batteries  in  such  a  way  that  they  can 
get  a  cross  fire  on  any  part  of  it  and  tomorrow  our  troops  must 
cross  this  plain.    It  will  be  death  to  a  good  many. 

Fears  the  iWorrow. 

Dec.  12th.  This  morning  early  the  troops  began  to  cross 
and  take  up  their  position.     Our  brigade  was  kept  back  near 
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the  bridge  all  day.  There  was  heavy  firing  on  the  right  and  left 
of  us  but  none  in  our  vicinity.  There  was  a  ver}'  heavy  fog~ 
from  the  river  this  morning  and  it  settled  down  over  the  plain 
and  the  troops  could  get  into  position  without  being  fired  on  b}- 
the  rebels. 

Dec.  loth.  This  has  been  a  terrible  day  to  the  army  of  the 
Potomac.  We  have  been  fighting  all  day  and  have  accomplished 
nothing  except  to  lose  thousands  of  men,  killed,  wounded  and 
prisoners.  General  Sumner  commanded  on  the  right.  His  troops 
charged  the  works  on  vSt.  Mary's  Heights  four  times  only  to  be 
driven  back  each  time  with  fearful  slaughter.  General  Frank- 
lin commanded  on  the  left  and  part  of  his  troops  and  General 
Meade's  division  from  the  center  (commanded  by  Hooker)  was 
fighting  on  the  left.  Meade's  division  was  in  front  and  charged 
so  furiously  that  the  rebels  fell  back  and  if  Meade  had  been  pro- 
perh'  supported  history  might  have  had  a  different  story  to  tell. 
There  was  not  much  fighting  in  the  center.  About  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  our  brigade  was  sent  down  to  the  left  to  support 
some  batteries  down  there.  The  rebels  had  a  beautiful  range  on 
our  batteries,  botli  in  front  and  on  the  left  flank.  Their  shells 
burst  over  us,  in  front,  and  all  around  us  and  struck  in  the 
ground  all  around  us  without  bursting,  yet  we  onh'  lost  two  men 
in  our  regiment,  no  one  in  our  Co.  General  Bayard  was  killed 
and  General  Birney  is  either  killed  or  wounded.  I  hear  reports 
both  ways.  About  nine  o'clock  the  firing  ceased  and  our  brigade 
fell  back  and  got  a  good  night's  rest. 

Dec.  14th.  Kverything  is  quiet  today.  We  have  lain  down 
b}'  the  bridges  all  day. 

Dec.  loth.  We  were  called  up  at  half  past  two  and  ordered 
to  get  our  breakfast  and  be  ready  to  move  at  four  o'clock.  We 
started  at  that  time  for  tlie  front  and  took  our  position  in  line  in 
an  old  road.  In  front  of  us  were  our  skirmishers  and  their  sup- 
ports. We  could  see  the  rebels  plainly.  They  had  a  brass  bat- 
tery near  their  picket  line.  It  was  polished  up  brightly  and  wdien 
the  sun  shone  upon  it  it  looked  rather  saucy.  There  was  but 
very  little  firing  today,  some  on  the  left  and  a  little  on  the  right, 
but  none  in  the  center  where  we  were.  About  nine  o'clock  we 
could  see  columns  of  troops  moving  off  to  the  rear  in  silence  and 
we  began  to  think  that  the  army  was  going  to  retreat  across  the 
riv^er,  and  we  began  to  feel  pretty  scary  as  we  were  in  the  front 
line  and  if  the  rebels  suspected  the  movement  they  would  be  right 
down  on  to  us.  Towards  morning  we  had  orders  to  fall  back  tO' 
the  bridges  and  form  a  line.  We  knew  then  that  we  were  all 
that  was  left  except  the  '2()th  N.  Y.  They  were  the  skirmishers 
in  front  of  us.  We  fell  back  and  formed  a  line  as  we  were  or- 
dered.    Then   the    skirmishers  all  came   back,     crossed  the 
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river  and  then  we  faced  to  the  rear  and  crossed  also.  The 
-engineer  corps  was  on  the  bridge  and  as  the  last  of  the  brigade 
passed  over,  they  began  taking  up  the  bridge.  We  did  not  go 
but  a  little  way  from  the  river,  and  stopped  for  the  rest  of  the 
night. 

Dec.  IHth.  Wrote  to  mother  giving  her  an  account  of  the 
battle.  It  is  reported  that  we  lost  lo,()00  men  in  the  fight,  killed, 

Where  Sergt.  Plunkett  and  Corp.  Barr  Were  Wounded. 

wounded  and  prisoners.  Sergt.  Plunkett  of  the  "2 1st  Mass.  had 
both  arms  shattered  by  a  shell  while  carrying  the  flag,  and  Corp. 
Barr  of  the  same  regiment  lost  one  arm  while  carrying  the  state 
colors.  The  report  is  we  have  got  to  move  again  Well,  I  am 
glad  of  it  as  I  don't  like  this  place.  It  is  most  too  near  the 
xebels.  We  are  right  in  range  and  they  toss  us  over  a  shell  once 
in  a  while. 

Dec.  17th.  We  moved  our  camp  to  a  little  better  location. 
Dec.  I'Sth.     We  are  at  work  building  us  some  houses  to  live 

in. 

Dec.  21st.  Matt.  Webster  of  the  21st  Mass.  was  here  to  see 
the  boys  yesterday.  He  says  that  his  regiment  lost  severely  in 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  thirteen  killed  and  over  fifty 
wounded. 

Dec.  22nd.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Annie.  We  have  got  our 
liouse  all  done.  There  are  four  of  us  in  it,  Amasa  Bullard,  John 
W^orthington,  John  Beaumont  and  myself. 

Dec.  2ord.    Went  on  guard  toda}'. 

Dec.  2oth,  Christmas  day.  Wrote  a  letter  to  mother.  We 
celebrated  a  little  today.  Amasa  Bullard  bought  some  fresh  meat 
and  flour,  and  Collier  made  us  a  pudding  out  of  hard  bread. 
With  the  flour  we  made  flapjacks  and  made  out  to  have  quite 
a  Christmas  dinner.    The  boys  are  all  well  now,  I  believe. 

Dec.  27th.  Received  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  at  twelve 
hours'  notice. 

Dec.  81st.  Received  a  letter  from  home.  David  Moore  of 
our  Co.  has  been  promoted  to  be  2nd  Lieut.,  also  Alf. 
Midgely  of  Co.  H. 

Jan.  9th,  iSfv).  Went  on  picket  today.  We  are  to  stay  four 
4ays.  The  picket  lines  are  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  just  about 
a  mile  from  our  camp.  The  rebs  picket  one  side  of  the  river, 
and  we  the  other.  The  river  is  about  twenty  yards  wide  at  this 
point.  We  do  not  have  any  trouble  with  the  rebels.  As  soon 
as  we  get  on  picket  we  put  our  bayonet  on  the  gun  and  stick  it 
in  the  ground,  fix  up  a  little  fire  and  sit  down  and  enjoy  it.  The 
rebs  do  the  same.  The  headquarters  of  our  portion  of  the  line 
is  an  old  grist  mill  and  there  are  so  many  of  us  that  we  do  not 
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have  to  stand  but  twice  in  twent^^-four  hours.  M}^  turn  is  from 
six  to  eight  in  the  morning  and  from  six  to  eight  at  night  so  I 
have  the  whole  night  to  m3'self  and  the  day  also.  South  Caro- 
lina troops  are  the  pickets  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Jan.  12th.    We  were  relieved  from  picket. 

Jan.  l()th.  Rained  very  hard  last  night  and  it  has  cleared 
off  cold. 

Jan.  2()th.  Burnside  is  going  to  tr}^  and  get  across  the  river 
again.    We  started  at  noon  today  and  after  marching  hard  all 


I.UCIEN  FOGG  Copy  by  Cnrrin 

Co.  H,  loth  Mass.  Vols.    Bom  at  Thoinaston,  Maine,  May  i,  1843. 
Killed  in  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Va.,  May  12,  1S64. 

the  afternoon  we  got  to  a  place  called  Murray's  Church,  some 
seven  miles  above  our  old  camp  ground. 

Jan.  21st.  It  commenced  to  rain  last  night  about  dark  and 
it  is  raining  now.  We  started  at  six  o'clock  and  marched  till 
noon,  when  we  reached  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  roads  have 
got  so  soft  that  the  pontoon  wagons,  artillery  and  supply  trains 
are  all  fast  in  the  mud.  We  are  in  a  piece  of  woods  sheltered 
from  the  rain.  Just  outside  the  woods  is  an  open  field  where 
the  troops  have  marched  through,  and  the  cavalry  and  a  few  of 
the  teams  have  come  up  through  it  and  the  mud  is  certainly  a 
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foot  and  a  half  to  two  feet  deep.  I  have  seen  today  a  hundred 
men  with  a  rope  hitched  on  in  front  of  six  mules  trying-  to  draw 
a  pontoon  wagon  that  had  got  stuck  in  the  nuid,  but  could  make 
no  impression  on  it.  We  had  just  got  our  tents  up  good  and 
comfortable  when  the  order  came  to  pack  up  and  move.  As  it 
was  still  raining  we  felt  rather  grouty  but  luck  was  on  our  side 

iWen  Instead  of  Mules. 

this  time.  We  did  not  go  but  about  a  mile  when  we  went  into 
camp  again  for  the  night  and  it  was  in  a  much  better  place,  with 
one  little  exception — we  had  to  sleep  standing  up  or  pretty  nearly 
that.  We  were  on  a  side  hill  and  the  only  way  we  could  do 
was  to  drive  down  some  sticks,  lay  a  log  against  them  and 
lay  with  our  feet  against  the  log.    It  is  raining  yet. 

Jan.  22nd.  Were  ordered  to  pack  up  this  morning  and  after 
we  had  got  all  ready  the  order  was  countermanded  and  as  it  was 
still  raining  we  put  up  our  tents  again.  Cleared  off  this  after- 
noon. 

Jan.  2r\rd.  We  were  called  up  at  four  p.  m.  but  did  not 
march  until  ten.  I  supposed  that  the  pontoons  had  arrived  and 
that  we  were  going  to  cross  the  river.  Instead  of  that  I  found 
that  the  movement  was  knocked  in  the  head  and  that  we  were 
ordered  back  to  camp.  The  mud  was  too  many  for  us  this 
time.  Our  regiment  was  detailed  to  attend  Capt.  McCartln-'s 
battery  back  to  help  it  out  if  it  got  stuck  in  the  mud,  but  it  got 
along  all  right  and  we  got  home  about  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon pretty  tired.    So  ends  the  mud  march. 

Jan.  2()th.     We  had  an  inspection  toda3\ 

Feb.  ord.  Received  a  box  from  home.  In  it  were  boots,  a 
comforter,  mittens,  towels,  handkerchiefs,  pins,  needles,  thread, 
butter,  tea,  red  pepper  and  other  articles. 

Feb.  4th.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Annie  today.  We  are  to  have 
roast  turke}^  for  dinner  Amasa  Bullard  had  one  in  his  box  that 
came  last  night.  It  weighs  twelve  pounds.  I  guess  that  will 
furnish  our  bunk  and  one  or  two  invited  guests  a  meal  with  the 
other  stuff  that  we  can  furnish. 

Feb.  oth.  There  has  been  some  changing  going  on  here  in 
the  army  lately.  General  Hooker  has  relieved  General  Burnside 
and  instead  of  three  grand  divisions  there  are  now  six  corps. 
We  are  in  the  6th,  commanded  by  General  Sedgwick. 

Feb.  9th.  Went  on  picket.  The  rebs  are  friendl>'  and  when 
the  officers  are  not  around  we  have  quite  a  time  trading  with  the 

Trading  With  the  Rebels. 

rebels.  We  exchange  papers  and  swap  coffee  for  tobacco.  We 
float  the  stuff  across  on  little  boats. 
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Feb.  24th.  It  snows  today  and  it  is  quite  cold.  It  is  about 
all  we  can  do  to  keep  warm.  We  have  to  bring  our  wood  about 
lialf  a  mile  on  our  backs  and  it  is  not  a  very  pleasant  job.  We 
liave  cut  down  some  black  walnuts  here  that  would  be  worth  a 
rpile  of  money  if  they  were  up  north. 

March  7th.  Went  on  picket.  The  rebels  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  belong  to  the  oth  La.  regiment.  They  are 
friendly  and  sick  of  the  war. 

March  10th.  Came  in  from  picket  toda3\  Found  a  letter 
in  camp  from  a  man  in  the  8th  Ohio  regiment.  He  said  he  had 
been  home  on  a  furlough  and  saw  some  of  m}^  friends  and  they 
:sent  some  things  b}'  him  to  me  and  as  he  had  overstayed  his  fur- 
lough he  was  under  arrest  and  could  not  bring  them  to  me. 

March  11th.  Went  to  the  camp  of  the  <Sth  Ohio  today. 
They  are  in  the  2d  corps,  General  Couche's.  They  lay  about 
four  miles  from  here.  I  found  the  man  that  had  seen  my  Aunt 
Em  and  she  had  sent  me  a  letter  and  a  box  of  stuff.  The  mud 
"was  very  deep  and  it  was  a  hard  day's  work  to  walk  four  miles 
and  back. 

March  loth.     We  had  a  brigade  drill  and  review  today. 

March  14th.  Were  inspected  by  the  brigade  inspector, 
■Capt.  Reed,  and  Lieut.  Plunkett,  aid-de-camp  to  Gen.  Devens. 
The  weather  is  pretty  cold  here  now.    I  wrote  to  mother  toda}^ 

March  20th.  Gen.  Stuart  made  a  raid  onto  the  rear  of  our 
lines  the  other  day  but  did  not  make  out  much.  He  got  badly 
w^liipped  and  we  took  seven  companies  of  one  regiment  prison- 
ers. Jim  Noble,  one  of  our  bo3^s  who  was  wounded  at  Malvern 
Hill,  taken  prisoner  and  discharged,  has  come  out  here  again  and 
joined  our  Co.  for  the  unexpired  term  of  service  of  the  regiment. 
The  boys  were  all  glad  to  see  him  back  again. 

March  oOth.  Our  Co.  is  on  guard  today.  It  snowed  last 
night  and  today  it  rains. 

April  7th.  We  have  been  having  several  reviews  lately, 
the  first  time  by  Col.  Brown  of  the  86th  N.  Y.  commanding  the 
brigade;  the  next  time  by  Gen.  Newton,  the  division  com- 
mander; the  next  time  by  Gen.  Sedgwick,  the  corps  commander; 
the  next  time  Gen.  Hooker  commanding  the  army  and  we  were 
to  have  been  reviewed  toda}^  by  the  president  but  it  has  been 
postponed  and  we  were  reviewed  and  inspected  b}^  Gen.  Devens, 
our  brigade  commander. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

April  8th.  We  were  reviewed  today  b}^  the  president.  He 
looks  as  though  he  was  haA'ing  a  hard  time,  poor  man. 

April  11th.  We  had  a  battalion  drill  and  review  by  a 
Swedish  general. 
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April  12th.  We  went  on  picket  today.  Last  night  two  of 
the  rebels  attempted  to  swim  across  the  river.  One  of  them  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so,  the  other  one  was  drowned.  He  had  $100 
in  gold  in  his  pocket  so  this  one  sa3^s  that  got  across. 

April  20th.  Matched  games  of  baseball  are  all  the  go  now. 
Our  boys  played  the  3C)th  N.  Y.  today.    It  was  a  draw  game. 

April  2()th.  Mason  started  for  home  yesterday  on  a  fur- 
lough. I  weigh  now  160  pounds.  I  am  detailed  to  guard  the 
balloons  and  assist  in  making  ascensions.  It  is  a  very  good  job. 
I  don't  know  how  long  it  will  last. 

May  2nd.  Well,  the  army  has  had  a  fight  at  Chancellors- 
-ville  and  got  whipped.  The  Gth  corps  captured  the  works  back 
of  the  city  of  Fredericksburg.  My  regiment  had  a  fight  at  Salem 
Heights.  Our  Co.  had  none  killed  and  but  five  wounded,  two 
from  Spencer:  John  Beaumont  slightly  in  the  head  and  Anson 
Collier  was  pretty  severel}^  wounded  in  the  arms.  I  have  not 
heard  how  much  the  loss  was  to  the  regiment. 

May  7th.  I  am  with  the  balloon  yet.  Henry  M.  ("  Bine}' 
Jones  has  gone  ofi  to  Washington  again  wounded  sliglith'  in  the 
leg.  Gen.  Devens  has  left  our  brigade.  He  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  a  division  in  the  11th  corps  which  ran  so  at  the  battle 
of  Chancellorsville.  The  General  was  wounded  in  the  foot.  I 
saw  him  after  he  was  wounded  and  he  said  that  he  would  give 
more  for  his  old  brigade  than  he  would  for  the  whole  11th  corps. 

May  14th.  One  of  the  balloons  has  gone  to  Washington  to 
be  repaired  and  the  other  one  has  no  gas  in  it  and  we  have 
nothing  to  make  an}^  out  of. 

May  27th.  I  saw  a  teamster  killed  today.  His  team  ran 
away  with  him  and  he  was  thrown  off  and  the  loaded  wagon 
passed  over  him.    He  was  almost  instantly  killed. 

May  28th.  Our  Col.  is  in  command  of  the  brigade  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Parsons  commands  the  regiment.  Col.  Brown  of  the 
36th  N.  Y.  did  command  the  brigade  until  he  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  and 
was  carried  to  the  hospital.  There  the  doctor  was  going  to  am- 
putate it,  but  he  drew  his  revolver  and  told  the  doctor  that  he 
came  there  to  have  his  leg  dressed,  not  to  have  it  amputated  and 
he  would  put  a  ball  through  any  man  that  tried  to  take  his  leg  off. 
It  is  doing  well  now. 

June  5th.  There  is  an  appearance  of  a  move  at  an  early 
date.  The  pontoon  and  artillery  have  moved  down  to  the  river. 
The  rebs  appear  to  be  on  the  move  over  there. 

June  19th.  Well,  here  we  are  at  Fairfax  Courthouse,  fifteen 
miles  from  Alexandria.  We  have  had  to  do  considerable  march- 
ing since  we  left  Falmouth.    We  brought  the  balloon  part  way 
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with  US,  then  we  let  the  gas  out  of  it,  packed  it  up  in  a  wagon 
and  sent  it  on  to  Washington,  and  I  rejoined  the  regiment.  We 
reached  here  yesterday-  morning.  The  rebs  are  heading  towards. 
Maryland  so  we  will  not  be  very  apt  to  make  a  long  stop  here. 

June  25th.  Well,  after  marching  and  countermarching" 
pretty  much  all  over  Fairfax  County  we  yesterday  brought  up 
here  at  Centerville  Heights.  We  are  sixteen  miles  from  Bull 
Run  Mountains  and  twent3'-two  from  the  Blue  Ridge.  There- 
are  several  earthworks  here  built  by  the  rebels  more  than  two 
years  ago,  but  they  are  used  now  to  protect  Washington.  I  went 
on  guard  last  night.    Today  we  moved  camp  a  little  ways. 


WIT.LARD  A.  FRINK 
Co.  H.  25th  Mass.  Vols.    Boru  at  Brookfield,  July  14,  1836,  Killed 
at  Drury"s  Bluff,  Va.,  May  16,  1864. 

June  26ih..  We  were  "^called  up  at  two  p.  m.  but  did  not 
inarch  till  daylight.  We  marched  twenty-three  miles  and  stopped 
for  the  night  at  Drainsville. 

June  27th.  We  started  at  daylight  this  morning  and  marched, 
till  noon  when  we  reached  this  place  called  Edward's  Ferry.. 
We  are  to  start  tomorrow  morning  at  three  o'clock  for  Frederick.. 

June  28th.    Started  this  morning  and  marched  near  to  the- 
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town  of  Frederick.    We  had  a  hard  march.    The  rebs  are  put 

Rebels  on  the  Run  for  Pennsylvania. 

ting  for  Penn.  It  is  nip  and  tuck  which  will  get  there  first, 
the}'  or  us. 

June  2\)th.  We  marched  to  Westminster  today.  The  'M'yth 
N.  Y.  regiment  started  for  home  toda}-.    Their  time  is  out. 

June  oOth.  Marched  from  Westminster  in  Maryland  to 
Manchester  in  Penn.     We  are  but  a  little  way  from  Hanover. 

July  1st.  We  have  laid  here  all  day  in  the  woods.  We  hear 
that  there  has  been  fighting  at  Gettysburg  between  the  1st  corps% 
Gen.  Reynolds,  and  the  rebels.  They  say  Gen.  Reynolds  is. 
killed.  We  have  orders  to  march  as  soon  as  we  can  get  our  sup- 
per. 

July  2d.  We  marched  all  night  last  night  till  about  two^ 
o'clock  this  afternoon.  We  marched  at  least  thirty-eight  miles. 
The}^  were  fighting  right  smart  when  we  got  here.  We  got  our 
dinner  and  then  were  moved  forward  close  by  the  field.  About 
five  o'clock  \\'ord  came  for  us  to  report  at  little  "Round  Top"  as 
soon  as  possible.  We  could  hear  them  firing  prett}' sharply.  We 
went  on  the  double  quick,  loading  our  guns  as  we  went.  When 
we  got  there  we  found  that  our  men  w^ere  getting  the  worst  of  it 
on  the  left.  We  w^ent  in  and  the  rebs  soon  went  back.  W^e  had 
one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  One  of  them  was  Capt.  Fred 
Barton.  He  was  shot  through  the  thigh  but  woiUd  not  leave 
the  field  until  the  fight  w^as  over  for  the  night. 

July  3rd.  We  were  called  up  at  daylight  this  morning  and 
sent  up  to  the  right  as  it  was  feared  that  the  rebs  would  be  too- 
much  for  our  troops  there.  We  acted  as  a  support  till  nearly 
noon  when  we  went  into  a  piece  of  woods  and  got  our  dinner ;; 
then  we  had  orders  to  report  at  the  left  center  as  it  was  feared 
that  the  rebels  were  going  to  try  and  break  through.  The  rebels, 
had  about  150  pieces  of  artillery  and  we  had  about  the  same 
number  and  the}'  commenced  firing  on  each  other  about  noon  and' 
it  was  one  of  the  most  severe  artillery  fights  of  the  war.  We 
had  to  march  in  rear  of  our  batteries  to  get  to  the  position  as- 
signed us.  The  oTth  Mass.  led  off  the  brigade  and  we  followed 
them  and  the  other  two  regiments  behind  us.  The  shells  were 
bursting  all  around  us  at  the  rate  of  about  400  per  minute.  The 
air  was  full  of  pieces.  With  us  it  was  legs  do  your  duty.  After 
we  got  to  our  positions  we  were  somewhat  sheltered  from  the 
shells  and  took  account  of  stock.  The  3 7th  Mass.  lost  some  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  killed  and  wounded.  The  other  regiments  only 
had  three  or  four  wounded  each.  The  reason  the  '57th  lost  so 
much  heavier  was  that  tlie  Col.  kept  his  men  massed  together 
and  when  a  shell  would  go  through  their  ranks  it  would  knock 
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out  three  or  four  men.  The  other  regiments  scattered  all  over 
the  field  and  went  ever}^  man  for  himself.  We  knew  our  desti- 
nation and  all  but  three  or  four  got  there.    A  shell  vStruck  in  the 

Those  Rebel  Shells. 

ground  under  my  feet  and  threw  the  dirt  all  over  me  but  luckil}' 
the  shell  did  not  burst  or  I  should  never  have  written  this.  Silas 
T.  Chamberlain  was  knocked  down  by  the  wind  of  a  passing 
shell,  but  it  did  not  hurt  him  much.  Just  as  the  shelling  ceased 
Gen.  Longstreet  made  a  charge  on  our  lines  with  three  heav}" 
divisions.  He  charged  three  times  but  was  driven  back  every 
time  with  heavy  loss.  Our  regiment  lost  no  men  in  this  fight 
but  some  of  the  regiments  lost  very  severely. 

July  4th.  Our  regiment  was  sent  to  the  front  line  early 
this  morning.  We  took  up  a  position  about  sixty  j^ards  in  ad- 
vance of  where  our  lines  were  3'esterday.  Here  is  the  ground 
that  Longstreet  had  to  cross  when  he  made  the  charge  yesterday. 
The  ground  is  covered  with  his  dead.  The  rebels  are  very  quiet 
in  front  of  us  but  to  the  left  they  are  skirmishing  some  and  they 
threw  a  few  shells  over  our  heads.  Ever3^thing  has  been  pretty 
quiet  today.  There  was  a  little  firing  just  at  dark  to  make  our 
4th  of  July  fireworks, 

July  5th.  We  were  ordered  to  advance  at  daylight  and 
bring  on  an  engagement.  I  began  to  feel  pretty  scary  but  felt 
better  when  I  found  that  the  rebels  had  retreated  in  the  night. 
The  army  started  in  pursuit  and  we  followed  on  as  far  as  Jinks- 
town  where  they  made  a  stand  and  threw  up  some  rifle  pits. 

July  8th.  Our  cavalry  had  a  fight  here  3^esterday  and 
whipped  the  rebs  severely. 

July  IGtli.  The  army  is  no-W  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Meade.  He  relieved  Gen.  Hooker  just  before  the  Gett3^sburg 
fight.  We  all  like  him  very  much  indeed.  We  are  to  go  on 
picket  to-night. 

Jul}^  17th.  When  we  got  up  this  morning  we  found 
the  rebs  had  skedaddled  across  the  river  at  Williamsport.  The 
cavalry  immediatelv  started  in  pursuit  and  came  up  with  the 
Tear  guard  of  the  rebels  and  had  quite  a  fight.  They  captured 
2000  prisoners  besides  what  tlie3^  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  was  Gen.  Pettigrew.  We  wounded  and  took  him  pris- 
oner at  Fair  Oaks.  Our  corps  marched  down  to  Berlin  read3''  to 
cross  into  Virginia. 

Juh^  25th.  Well,  here  we  are  at  Warrentown,  Va.  We  left 
Berlin  the  18th  and  have  been  on  the  march  every  day  since  ex- 
cept one.  While  the  rebels  were  in  Penn.  they  stole  everything 
they  could  lay  their  hands  on  and  since  the  army  has  been  in 
Virginia  this  time  we  have  taken  everything  we  wanted  if  we 
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could  find  it.  The  first  night  we  were  in  Virginia  this  time  one 
of  the  batteries  was  out  of  forage  and  went  to  a  plantation  and 
tried  to  buy  some,  but  the  agent  (the  owner  was  awa}^)  said  that 
no  Yankee  could  buy  hay  of  him  and  some  of  the  boys  tried  to 
buy  eggs  and  milk,  but  he  would  not  sell  them.  Said  that  he 
would  throw  them  on  the  ground  first.  Some  of  the  boys  said 
they  would  have  some  water  anyway  and  took  some  out  of  his 
well.     As  soon  as  they  were  gone  he  took  the  chain  out  of  the 

The  General  Thought  He  Would  See  About  It. 

well — ^it  was  a  chain  pump.  There  was  no  spring  near,  nothing 
but  a  little  brook.  The  boys  reported  to  the  General  how  the 
man  acted  and  he  told  the  battery  boys  to  go  and  get  some  hay 
for  their  horses  and  to  bring  some  for  his  and  if  there  v.'as  any 
good  horses  in  the  barn  to  bring  them  in  and  let  him  see  them. 
When  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  saw  the  battery  boys  going  back 
they  knew  well  enough  what  was  going  on  and  a  lot  of  them 
went  too.  They  took  what  hay  they  wanted,  turned  all  his 
horses  and  cattle  out  of  the  barn  and  drove  them  into  camp,  took 
all  the  poultry  they  could  find  and  there  was  a  lot  of  it  especially 
ducks.  The}'  went  into  his  cellar  and  took  all  the  eggs  they 
could  find,  filled  their  canteens  with  milk  and  spilt  the  rest  on 
the  ground.  Then  they  thought  as  he  had  obliged  the  boys  to 
go  to  the  brook  for  their  water  he  should  do  the  same  and  as 
there  was  a  wall  standing  very  closely  to  the  well  the  boys  took  hold 
and  in  ten  minutes  the  well  was  full  of  stones.  The  cattle  we 
killed  part  of  them  that  night  and  the  rest  we  drove  along  for 
vSome  other  time.  The  horses  were  taken  to  replace  some  that  were 
w^orn  out  in  the  batter}'.  For  the  last  three  or  four  days  we  have 
had  to  march  the  ground  has  been  covered  with  blackberries  and 
such  berries.  They  average  four  times  as  large  as  they  are  at 
the  north  and  the  fields  are  covered  with  them,  so  that  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  step  without  stepping  on  them.  They  are 
luscious. 

July  29th.  We  are  encamped  about  a  mile  from  the  town  of 
Warrentown  in  a  westerly  direction.  Wates  Mountain  is  about 
half  a  mile  from  our  camp.  We  have  a  signal  station  on  the  top 
of  it.  To  the  north  of  us  is  what  is  called  the  Free  State  Moun- 
tains and  they  are  full  of  guerillas.  Capt.  Young  was  out  today 
and  was  fired  at.  There  were  sixteen  of  them  together.  The 
Captain  then  made  tracks  lively.  There  were  most  too  many  of 
them.  He  would  not  have  run  from  two  or  three  rebs.  There 
was  a  party  of  us  out  toda^-  to  see  what  we  could  find.  We 
managed  to  get  a  little  live  stock.  We  got  eight  head  of  beef, 
two  horses,  four  sheep,  two  hogs  and  a  calf.  We  turned  the 
rses  into  the  provost  marshal  and  the  other  stock  we  ate. 
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Aug.  22nd.  We  are  on  picket  today.  We  have  gay  times 
on  picket.  There  are  enough  of  us  so  that  the  duty  is  not  hard 
and  the  neighbors  are  all  kind.  We  live  on  bread  and  milk 
while  we  are  on  picket.  I  generally  go  to  a  house  owned  by  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Captain  Edwards.  He  was  a  captain  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  has  got  a  very  pretty  daughter.  I  have  to  pay 
twenty-five  cents  a  canteen  full  when  I  pay  in  money  but  they 
rather  have  coffee,  vSugar  and  such  like  than  money. 

Aug.  27th.  I  went  on  patrol  toda3\  We  had  a  very  good 
time. 

Aug.  28th.    We  have  the  best  times  here  that  we  have  had 


GARDINER  M.  GAGE 
Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vo^s.    Born  at  Monson,  Feb'y  4,  i8?o,    Killed  at 
Berryville,  Va.,  Oct.  13,  1863. 

Relief  From  Arduous  Duty. 

since  we  have  been  in  the  army.  We  do  not  have  much  of  any 
duty  to  do  except  picket  and  patrol  duty  and  we  had  rather  do 
that  than  to  stay  in  camp.  There  is  one  place  where  the  boys 
go  that  they  call  the  seven  .stars  from  one  of  the  girls  wearing  a 
band  over  her  head  with  seven  silver  stars  in  it.    There  is  an  old 
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•gentlenmn,  his  wife  and  two  girls.  They  are  all  vSecesh. 
The  girls  have  a  brother  who  is  one  of  the  guerillas  who  infest 
this  neighborhood.  The  girls  are  very  good  company  and  are 
^ood  nice  girls.  There  are  a  good  many  places  around  here  which 
the  boys  visit  to  get  milk,  vegetables  and  pies.  There  is  one 
negro  woman  whom  the  boys  call  Aunt  Aggy.  She  took  quite  a 
fancy  to  one  of  our  boys,  Horace  Prouty.  She  always  called  him 
Mr.  Sprouty.  She  would  bake  him  all  the  pies  he  wanted  if  he 
^vould  only  bring  her  a  little  coffee  once  in  a  while. 

Sept.  1st.  Our  cavalry  are  having  a  fight  today  out  near 
Orleans. 

Sept.  2nd.  We  had  a  big  scare  today.  The  General  had 
issued  orders  that  all  the  men  having  loaded  guns  should  fire 
them  off  between  the  hours  of  one  and  two.  The  orders  were 
sent  around  to  the  different  company  commanders  and  among 
the  rest  one  was  sent  to  Capt.  Ives.  He  was  on  picket.  The  or- 
derly did  not  suppose  that  the  pickets  would  fire  olf  their  guns 
but  Capt.  Ives  supposing  that  it  meant  one  man  as  well  as  another 
had  the  pickets  all  fire  off  their  guns.  We  in  camp  certainly 
thought  the  pickets  were  attacked,  but  we  did  not  get  any  order 
to  fall  in  and  soon  found  out  that  it  was  nobody  but  Capt.  Ives 
making  a  fool  of  himself. 

Sept.  ord.  Wrote  to  Annie  and  cleaned  my  gun.  It  is  the 
same  old  gun  that  I  drew  in  Springfield,  Mass. 

Sept.  4th.  Capt.  Ives  was  taken  prisoner  on  the  picket  line 
today.  There  is  a  brick  house  on  the  right  of  the  picket  and  a 
yoiing  girl  lives  there  who  is  sweet  on  a  fellow  by  the  name  of 
Morley  of  Co.  D.  Capt.  Ives  thought  that  he  would  go  over  to 
the  house  and  get  a  dinner.  When  he  got  there  he  found 
Morley.  The  Captain  had  been  there  but  a  few  minutes 
when  who  should  ride  up  but  a  squad  of  guerillas.  Morley  saw 
them  first.  He  told  the  Captain  that  if  he  told  the  rebels  he  was 
in  the  house  he  would  boot  him.  He  then  ran  upstairs  and  got 
into  bed  between  the  ticks  and  the  girl  laid  down  on  the  outside 
of  the  bed.  The  poor  Captain  had  no  one  to  hide  him  and  was 
taken  prisoner  and  the  boys  are  all  glad  of  it. 

Sept.  r)th.     Went  on  picket.    I  wonder  if  the  rebs  will  get 

me. 

Sept.  7th.  The  guerillas  came  down  on  us  last  night.  They 
•captured  the  signal  station  on  Wates  Mountain  and  might  ha\e 
got  some  of  the  pickets  if  I  had  not  received  warning  that  Mosel}^ 
Avas  coming  that  night,  thanks  to  Capt.  Edward's  daughter.  I 
am  satisfied  that  her  husband  is  one  of  the  guerillas. 

Sept.  T2th.  We  have  had  a  foot  race  here  today,  distance 
400  yards,  1st  prize  $0.00,  2d,  $4.00.  The  first  was  won  by  An- 
drew Hazelton  of  Co.  E,  the  second  by  Ed.  Reed  of  my  Co.  Just 
after  the  race  there  came  up  a  severe  thunder  shower  and  hurri- 
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cane.  It  blew  all  the  tents  down  from  the  privates'  to  the  Gen- 
eral's. It  did  not  even  spare  the  hospital  tent.  There  were  five 
or  six  sick  ones  in  it  at  the  time.    Received  a  letter  from  home. 

Sept.  15th.  We  left  Warrentown  this  afternoon,  marching  in; 
the  direction  of  Culpepper.  A  part  of  our  boys  are  on  picket. 
We  expect  that  they  will  join  us  tonight. 

Sept.  IGtli.  Our  boys  who  were  on  picket  joined  us  last- 
night.     We  marched  all  day  towards  Culpepper. 

Sept.  IVtli.  We  reached  Stone  House  Mountain  tonight. 
We  are  four  miles  west  of  Culpepper.  A  squad  of  rebs  charged 
on  Gen.  Howe  and  his  body  guard  today  but  they  did  not  succeed 
in  taking  the  General  prisoner.    That  was  their  object. 

Sept.  LStli.  Gen.  Wright  was  fired  at  this  morning  by  guer- 
illas, but  they  did  not  hit  him. 

Sept.  l-)th.  We  laid  in  camp  all  day  and  rested  from  our 
march. 

Oct.  1st.  We  have  marching  orders  today.  We  don't  know 
where  we  are  going. 

Oct.  2nd.  We  started  last  night  at  eleven  o'clock  on  our 
march.  We  find  today  that  there  is  nothing  but  our  division  on 
the  march  so  we  are  satisfied  that  the  movement  does  not  mean 
fight.  It  has  rained  all  day.  We  are  marching  dowm  the  rail- 
road toward  Alexandria.  We  stopped  at  Rappahannock  station 
for  dinner  and  left  the  third  brigade.  We  marched  a  little  be- 
yond Bealton's  Station  and  stopped  for  the  night. 

Oct.  ord.  Started  again  this  morning  and  took  dinner  at 
Cottlett's  Station  and  left  the  first  brigade.  Our  brigade  went 
as  far  as  Bristow  Station.  Got  here  about  sundown.  We  had 
just  laid  down  to  sleep  when  my  name  w^as  called  for  picket. 

Oct.  4th.     We  were  relieved  from  picket  today. 

Oct.  .5th.    Worked  on  my  bunk  all  day. 

Oct.  6th.  Went  over  to  Brentsville  today  after  some  brick 
to  make  a  chimney  for  the  General.  It  was  about  four  or  five 
miles  over  there.  W^e  had  to  take  our  guns  with  us  and  keep  a 
prett}''  sharp  lookout  as  the  rebs  were  scouting  around.  Brents- 
ville is  the  county  seat  of  Prince  William  County.  It  has  a 
court  house,  jail,  recorder's  office,  tavern,  store,  church  and  a  few 
dwelling  houses.  There  are  but  three  families  living  there  now. 
The  rest  have  all  gone  to  "  Dixie.  "We  tore  the  jail,  court  house 
and  recorder's  office  down  to  get  w^hat  brick  w^e  w^anted.  It 
might  not  have  been  necessary  to  tear  all  of  these  buildings  down, 
but  we  did  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  it  was  or  not.  The  re- 
corder's office  was  full  of  old  papers  and  accounts  of  all  kinds. 

War  Brings  Wanton  Destruction  of  Property. 

They  were  all  strewm  around  and  set  on  fire.  Some  of  the  deeds^ 
and  such  like  were  dated  as  far  back  as  1623  and  from  that  time 
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until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  I  brought  off  two  or  three 
papers  with  me  as  curiosities. 

Oct.  12th.  Gen.  Lee  has  outflanked  Meade  and  the  army 
has  been  obliged  to  fall  back  from  the  Rapidan  to  Rappahannock 
Station.  Our  division  was  ordered  up  there  toda^- .  We  offered 
Lee  battle  but  he  would  not  accept  it.  The  cavalry  had  a  little 
skirmishing.  We  found  that  Lee  was  trying  to  get  through 
Thoroughfare  Gap.  We  immediately  fell  back  and  marched 
towards  Centre ville. 

Oct.  loth.  We  marched  all  night  last  night,  but  stopped 
for  breakfast  this  morning  and  let  the  rest  of  the  troops  go  on  and 
we  protected  the  rear,  but  we  were  not  troubled  any,  though  we 
saw  some  rebel  cavalry.  Stopped  for  tlie  night  at  Wolf  Run 
Shoals. 

Oct.  14th.  The  2d  Corps  was  in  the  rear  today.  They  had 
a  little  fight  with  the  rebs  ;  captured  five  guns  and  450  prisoners. 
We  got  to  Centreville  today.  We  have  got  some  good  rifle  pits 
with  abattis  in  front. 

Oct.  15th.  The  left  of  our  line  is  at  Wolf  Run  Shoals  and 
the  right  is  three  miles  to  the  west  of  Chantilly.  There  has  been 
a  little  fighting  on  the  left  today  but  nothing  very  serious  I  guess 
as  they  are  not  firing  very  rapidly.  Capt.  PVed  Barton  and  an 
orderly  w^ere  taken  prisoners  this  afternoon.  His  father  had  been 
here  to  see  him  and  Captain  thought  he  would  accompany 
him  as  far  as  Fairfax  on  his  return.  The}'  reached  Fairfax  all 
right  but  were  captured  on  the  way  back  to  the  brigade.  The 
captain  was  on  Gen.  Eustis'  staff.  The  rebels  also  took  some 
mules  and  their  drivers  and  left  the  wagons  standing  beside  the 
road. 

Oct.  16th.  Ever3^thing  is  quiet  today.  Here  is  where  Gens. 
Kearney  and  Stevens  and  Lieut.  Bemis  were  killed  avearagolast 
Sept. 

Oct.  19th.  Started  on  the  march  this  morning.  We  got  to 
Gainesville  tonight  at  the  foot  of  Thoroughfare  Mountain. 

Oct.  20th.  The  rebs  charged  on  our  pickets  last  night  and 
drove  them  in.  We  fell  into  line  and  started  for  them  but  the3" 
cleared  and  w^e  posted  a  stronger  line  of  pickets  and  went  to  sleep- 
for  the  night.  This  morning  we  started  again  and  got  as  far  as 
New  Baltimore  at  3  P.  M.  At  that  time  Warrenton  was  full  of 
rebel  cavalry.  It  was  about  four  miles  from  New  Baltimore. 
Our  cavalry  dashed  into  the  place  and  drove  the  rebs  out.  We 
then  started  and  marched  until  9  o'clock  and  found  that  we  were 
very  near  our  old  camping  ground  before  we  went  up  to  Cul- 
pepper. 

Oct.  29th.  I  went  up  on  Wates  Mountain  today  just  to  look 
around.    There  is  a  signal  station  on  the  top  of  the  mountain. 


74  r  sk!ETCh:es  of  spencer  history. 

The  officers  are  very  pleasant  and  gentlemanly.  They  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  loan  their  glasses  and  to  point  out  all  the  places 
•of  interest.  The  rebels  are  in  plain  sight,  though  distant  about 
ten  or  twelve  miles.  The  right  of  their  army  is  at  Stafford  Court 
House  and  the  left  at  Beverly  Ford. 

Nov.  6th.  We  broke  camp  at  W arrenton  today  and  marched 
to  Rappahannock  Station.  Just  before  we  got  there  we  deployed 
^s  skirmishers  and  did  not  have  to  go  far  before  we  found  the 
Johnnys.    We  drove  in  their  pickets  and  then  stationed  a  battery 


EDWARD  A.  LAMB 
Co.  H,  6oth  Mass.  Vols.    Born  in  Spencer,  Oct.  i6,  1843.    Died  at 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  31,  i  64. 

and  began  to  throw  shells  over  to  the  forts  at  the  station  where 
the  rebs  were.  The  Gth  Maine  and  15th  Wisconsin  made  a 
<:harge  and  carried  the  fort.  They  captured  two  earthworks, 
one  batter}^  of  four  guns,  over  1500  prisoners,  four  stands  of 
colors  and  2000  stands  of  small  arms.    The  6th  Maine  lost  over  200 

The  Sad  Ending  of  a  Brave  Soldier. 

killed  and  wounded.  Our  Regt.  lost  one  man  killed  and  two 
\vounded,  all  of  Co.  I.  The  man  who  was  killed  was  named 
•Smith.    He  was  struck  in  the  leg  with  a  shell.    It  shattered  the 
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bone  so  that  the  leg  only  hung  by  a  little  flesh  and  skin.  He 
took  his  handkerchief  and  tied  around  the  stump,  put  his  bayonet 
in  and  twisted  it  tightly,  then  took  his  knife  and  finished  cutting 
the  leg  off,  but  he  died  soon  afterwards. 

Nov.  18th.  I  have  been  at  work  building  chinnieys  at  bri- 
gade headquarters. 

Nov.  23rd.  Thanksgiving  Day.  We  left  camp  this  morn- 
ing and  crossed  the  Rapidan  river  at  Jacob's  Ford. 

Nov.  24th.  We  lay  near  the  bridge  all  day.  There  has 
been  quite  a  little  fight  this  afternoon  but  we  did  not  get  engaged 
very  severely. 

Nov.  27tli.  We  had  quite  a  brush  today  but  did  not  bring 
on  a  general  engagement.    Reserved  that  for  tomorrow. 

Nov.  2<Sth.  We  laid  down  expecting  all  day  to  fight  but  did 
not  get  into  one.    Went  on  picket  tonight. 

Nov.  29th.  We  started  for  the  rear  this  morning  at  four 
o'clock.  We  reached  Gold  Mine  Ford  at  ten.  We  marched  17 
miles  in  six  hours.  After  crossing  the  river  we  halted  and  had 
our  breakfast  and  then  started  and  marched  nine  miles  further 
and  stopped  for  the  night. 

Nov.  80th.  Marched  back  to  our  old  camp  today.  We  were 
tired  and  hungr}^ 

Dec.  11th.  I  went  out  as  guard  for  a  wagon  train  to  get 
some  boards  for  the  General.  We  went  in  the  first  place  to  a  saw 
mill  but  there  w^ere  no  boards  there  so  we  tore  the  mill  down, 
that  is  took  the  boards  all  off.  The  man  begged  us  not  to  but  the 
general  wanted  them  for  his  house  so  we  pulled  them  off  ;  also  off 
of  his  barn  and  shed.  These  filled  up  part  of  the  w^agons.  We 
then  went  and  tore  the  boards  off  of  a  barn  to  help  fill  up  the  rest 
of  the  wagons. 

Dec.  i2tli.  We  are  building  our  winter  quarters  now.  John 
W^orthington,  Daniel  Rowell,  John  Beaumont  and  myself  chum 
together.  We  have  got  us  a  good  house  all  connected.  Dexter 
Bullard  and  John  Moore  are  out  here  now. 

Dec.  loth.  We  were  reviewed  today  by  Gen.  Meade  and  the 
Russian  officers.  I  was  excused  from  duty  by  the  doctor  as  I 
had  one  of  "  Job's  Comforters  "  on  my  leg. 

Dec.  16th.     Mr.  Bullard  and  John  Moore  have  gone  home. 

Dec.  2r)th.  Christmas  Day.  I  witnessed  a  cockfight  thi.s 
forenoon  between  a  cock  belonging  to  Capt.  Young  of  Gen.  Eusti.s' 
.staff,  and  Old  Crummy,  the  butcher  of  the  regt.    Old  Crummy's 

Christmas  Once  iVlore. 

rooster  got  whipped.  He  then  wrung  his  neck.  For  dinner  I 
bought  a  liver  of  the  commissary.  Alf.  Midgley  presented  our 
bunk  with  a  cake  and  John  Beaumont  had  a  box  come  from  home 
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with  goodies  in  it  so  we  had  a  good  dinner.  This  afternoon  I 
saw  a  sparring  exhibition  on  the  parade  ground. 

Jan.  1st,  1864.  We  had  marching  orders  this  morning  but 
they  are  played  out  now. 

Jan.  3rd.  Re-enlisted  for  three  years  more  to  date  from  21st 
of  Dec.  1863. 

Jan.  14th.  The  1st  Brigade  commanded  by  Gen.  Shaler  has 
gone  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  to  guard  the  rebel  prisoners  at  Johnson's 
Island,  and  the  3rd  Brigade,  commanded  by  Gen.  Wheaton  has 
gone  to  Falling  Waters  to  guard  the  railroad.  Our  brigade  is 
attached  to  the  2d  division,  commanded  by  Gen.  Howe. 

Jan.  16th.  The  mud  is  so  deep  that  we  can't  do  anything; 
but  answer  roll  call  twice  a  day  and  write  letters. 

Jan.  23d.  The  Col.  is  at  home  on  a  furlough  and  the  Regt.. 
is  under  command  of  the  major. 

Feb.  0th.  Received  my  furlough  today.  I  am  going  home 
for  35  days. 

Feb.  10th.  I^eft  Brandy  Station  about  9  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing. We  did  not  get  into  Washington  until  nearly  night.  We 
got  our  transportation  papers  and  then  found  we  were  too  late  to 
go  north  that  night  so  we  stayed  in  Washington.  In  the 
morning  we  found  that  we,  that  is  John  Worthington  and  myself^ 
had  overslept  and  could  not  take  the  first  train  as  we  intended  to ^ 
but  had  to  wait  until  11  A.  M.  We  then  started  and  kept  right 
along  and  got  into  New  York  about  10  o'clock  at  night.  We 
stayed  at  one  of  the  relief  associations. 

Feb.  11th.  We  started  at  8  o'clock  this  morning  by  the  w^ay 
of  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  H.  railroad  and  got  to  Springfield  about  one 
o'clock.  We  had  to  wait  there  till  the  night  freight  went  east, 
about  five  o'clock.  We  went  on  that  and  got  to  Spencer  depot 
about  8  o'clock.  We  then  shouldered  our  knapsacks  and  started. 
John  and  I  traveled  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half  together  when  I 
left  him  at  his  father's  and  I  had  about  a  mile  further  to  go  alone. 
I  reached  home  about  9  o'clock.    I  can  stay  at  home  now  until 

A  Good  Time  At  Home. 

the  l()th  of  March  and  I  am  bound  to  have  a  good  time  if  there 
is  such  a  thing:. 

March  l()th.  Started  from  home  today  for  my  regiment. 
We  started  in  the  morning  and  stayed  in  Springfield  till  6  P. 
M.  While  I  was  in  waiting  the  cartridge  factory  blew  up  and 
there  was  quite  a  number  of  girls  burned.  I  had  one  of  my 
hands  burned  a  little  and  John  Worthington  got  scorched  a  lit- 
tle, but  not  very  badly. 

March  17th.  Rode  all  night  and  got  to  Washington  about 
noon.  We  had  to  stay  all  night  as  we  could  not  get  transporta- 
tion to  the  front. 
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March  18th.  We  left  Washington  at  10  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing and  got  here  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon.  The  boys  are 
in  the  same  old  spot  at  Brandy  Station  and  it  seems  like  home 
almost  to  get  here  again. 

March  2ord.  It  snowed  all  night  last  night  and  the  boys 
are  having  a  great  time  snow  balling. 

March  27th.  Gen.  Grant  has  taken  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac.  They  say  he  is  going  to  reorganize  the  army. 
I  hope  he  will  not  take  Sedgwick  away  from  us.  Gen.  Meade 
is  still  to  have  the  command  of  the  army  only  that  Grant  will  be 
over  him. 

April  l()th.  Charlie  Browning  came  up  to  see  us  today. 
He  is  an  orderly  sergeant  in  the  new  battalion  of  the  1st  Mass. 
Cavalry. 

April  17th.  The  boys  are  ball  playing  with  all  their  might. 
Our  regiment  stands  at  the  head  of  the  corps  in  this  game. 

April  24th.  We  pla^^ed  a  game  of  wicket  yesterday  with 
the  87th  Mass.  We  beat  them  on  137  tallies.  They  challenged 
us  in  the  first  place  to  play  them  a  game  of  wicket,  twenty  men 
on  a  side.  We  played  them  and  beat  them  two  tallies.  Then 
the\'  challenged  the  7th  Mass.  to  play  a  game  of  ball.  The  7th 
boys  beat  them  50  to  10;  then  they  challenged  us  to  play  them 
another  game  of  wicket,  25  men  on  a  side.  We  pla^^ed  them 
yesterda}^  with  the  above  results. 

Ma}-  4th.  Broke  camp  this  morning  and  marched  to  the 
Rapidan  river;  crossed  at  Germania  Ford  about  noon.  We 
stopped  on  the  other  side  and  got  our  dinner.  We  marched 
towards  the  Wilderness  until  night. 

May  5th.  We  started  this  morning  but  did  not  get  along 
ver}^  fast.  We  would  march  a  little  way  and  then  we  would 
stop.  There  is  trouble  ahead.  We  can  hear  the  music.  This 
afternoon  our  brigade  was  sent  to  the  left.  W^e  got  engaged  about 
three  o'clock  this  afternoon.  I  did  not  stop  there  long  as  I  was 
hit  twice,  the  first  time  by  a  spent  ball  and  the  next  time  in  the 
leg  just  above  the  ankle,  not  severely  but  still  enough  wounded 
to  get  me  to  the  rear. 

May  6th.  Lay  at  the  hospital  last  night.  Our  regiment 
went  in  again  this  morning  and  was  relieved  by  the  57tli  Mass. 
Our  regiment  lost  137  last  night  and  this  morning  our  Company 
had  three  killed  and  nine  wounded. 

May  7th.  Our  corps  hospital  is  situated  just  in  the  rear  of 
the  right  of  our  corps.  Last  night  the  rebs  tried  to  flank  us 
and  our  troops  fell  back  to  preserve  their  line  which  brought 
them  pretty  closely  to  the  hospital.  The  men  and  doctors  were 
all  frightened;  thought  that  w^e  were  going  to  be  taken  prison- 
ers surely.    Those  of  us  who  were  able  skedaddled  to  the  rear. 
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We  filially  got  cooled  down  when  we  found  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, and  went  back  to  the  hospital  for  the  night.  We  started 
today  for  Ely's  Ford.  It  is  reported  that  we  are  going  to  ga 
to  Brandy  Station  and  take  the  cars  for  Alexandria.  Crossed 
the  river  just  at  night  and  laid  just  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

May  -Sth.  Found  out  this  morning  that  the  rebs  were  at 
Brandy  Station  and  we  had  to  go  back  again  by  the  way  of 
Chancellorsville.  The  army  is  fighting  every  day  now.  There 
are  thousands  of  wounded  men  in  the  rear.    The  doctors  have 


DAVID  GREEN  Copy  by  Cttrrin 

Co.  D,  3d  Mass.  Cavalry.    Born  Aug.  20,  1827,  at  Wreutnam.  Died 
in  hospital  at  Algiers,  La.,  July  28,  1864. 

all  they  can  do.  We  have  orders  to  march  to  Fredericksburg, 
all  who  are  able.  Jim  Noble  and  I  kept  together.  He  is 
wounded  in  the  arm.    We  got  to  Fredericksburg  about  dark. 

May  9th.  We  are  at  one  of  the  churches.  The  city  is  full 
of  wounded  men.  The  surgeons  have  to  work  night  and  day. 
We  laid  here  all  night. 

May  10th.    We  are  going  to  Washington  today  or  tomor- 
row.   The  doctors  are  examining  the  wounds  to  see  who  is 
wounded  and  who  is  playing  w^ounded.    There  are  a  good  many 
of  the  latter  class. 
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May  11  til.  Jim  Noble  and  I  started  for  Bell  Plain  toda}-.. 
We  did  not  get  there  till  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  We  went 
onboard  the  steamer  "Rebecca  Barton."  There  were  about 
400  wounded  men  on  board.  We  did  not  get  to  Washington  un- 
til nearly  morning.  When  we  were  within  two  miles  of  Wash- 
ington just  opposite  the  branch  of  the  Potomac  that  comes  out 
by  the  arsenal  there  was  a  steamer  came  down  off  that  branch 
and  through  a  mistake  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  boats  in  show- 
ing their  lights,  that  steamer  ran  into  us.  She  struck  us  just, 
forward  of  the  main  mast  and  stove  a  hole  into  us  eight  feet 
long.  Two  feet  of  it  was  below  the  water  line.  Fortunately 
the  channel  of  the  river  was  not  very  broad  at  this  place  and  the 
pilot  headed  the  boat  for  the  shore  and  signaled  to  the  engineer 
to  put  on  a  full  head  of  steam.  The  boat  struck  bottom  before 
the  water  got  up  to  the  fires  and  we  were  all  right  as  far  as 
danger  of  sinking  was  concerned.  We  blew  the  whistle  as  a 
signal  of  distress  and  the  steamer  ' '  Columbus  ' '  came  down 
from  Washington  and  took  us  off.  After  we  got  to  the  wharf 
we  got  into  ambulances  and  were  conveyed  to  different  hospitals. 
Jim  and  I  to  the  Stanton  Hospital. 

May  15th.  Received  a  furlough  for  80  days  and  started  for 
home.  We  left  Washington  in  freight  cars  about  noon.  We 
did  not  get  to  Philadelphia  until  after  dark.  Got  our  supper 
and  I  had  my  wound  dressed  at  the  "Union  Refreshment 
Rooms."  We  then  started  and  got  to  New  York  about  daylight 
and  to  Springfield  at  one  o'clock. 

May  16th.  Left  Springfield  a  little  after  one  p.  m.  Got  to 
Worcester  about  four  and  took  the  accommodation  train  back  to 
Spencer,  and  got  to  mother's  about  six  p.  m.,  tired  and  hungry. 


How  to  Stop  the  Baby  From  Crying. 

Luther  Hill  used  to  tell  the  story  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
EH  Hinds  who  once  owned  the  Erastus  J.  Starr  farm  and  whose 
slumbers  were  greatly  disturbed  by  the  midnight  crying  of  his 
first  and  only  infant  child.  "Why  Eli,"  said  his  wife  in  re- 
sponse to  his  words  of  censure,  "  I  can't  help  the  child's  crying 
so."  "  Yes  you  can  too,"  replied  EH  in  cross  and  surly  tone, 
"  If  you  had'nt  let  him  cry  in  the  first  place  he  never  would  have 
cried." 


Centenarians  Deceased  in  Spencer. 

EHzabeth  Ormes,  1785,  aged  100  years,  5  months;  Elijah 
Hersey,  Feb.  26,  1850,  aged  100  years,  23  days;  Anna  Pope, 
July  14,  1859,  aged  104  years,  7  months. 
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BY  MAJOR  WM.  T.  HARLOW. 


On  the  friendly  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tower  I  will  add  here  just 
a  brief  allusion  to  the  obvious  historical  parallel  to  the  great  popu- 
lar uprising  in  the  Northern  States  that  followed  the  taking  of 
Fort  Sumter.  I  mean,  of  course,  the  red-hot  outbreak  of  public 
indignation  in  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  that  resulted 
from  the  appearance  of  British  troops  on  I^exington  Common, 
April  19,  1775.  It  was  in  1863  that  Longfellow,  minded  thereto, 
not  unlikely  by  events  then  recent  and  passing,  wrote  his  charming 
ballad  of  "  The  Midnight  Ride  of  Paul  Revere."  Who 

*       *       *       "  Spread  ihe  a" arm 
To  every  Middlesex  village  and  farm 
For  the  country  folk  to  be  up  and  to  arm." 

But  the  famous  alarm  did  not  stop  at  the  county  line  between 
Middlesex  and  Worcester.  Other  fast  riders  took  up  Paul's 
inflammable  war  cry  and  sped  it  and  spread  it  * '  to  every  village 
and  farm  ' '  in  the  colony. 

In  his  History  of  Worcester,  Lincoln  says  :  ' '  Before  noon 
^n  the  19th  of  April  an  express  came  to  the  town  shouting  as  he 
passed  through  the  street  at  full  speed  :  "  To  arms  !  To  arms  ! 
The  War  has  begun. ' '  His  white  horse  bloody  with  spurring  and 
dripping  with  sweat,  fell  exhausted  at  the  church.*  Another 
was  instantly  procured  and  the  tidings  went  on.  The  bell  rang 
the  alarm,  cannon  were  fired  and  messengers  sent  to  every  part 
of  the  town  to  collect  the  soldiery.  As  the  news  spread  imple- 
ments of  husbandry  were  thrown  down  in  the  fields  and  the  citizens 
left  their  homes  with  no  longer  delay  than  to  seize  arms.  In  a 
short  time  the  minute  men  were  paraded  on  the  green  by  Capt. 
Timothy  Bigelow  and  after  fervent  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  MacCarty 
took  up  their  line  of  march  for  Concord  " — soon  followed  by  the 
train  bands  under  Captain  Benj.  Flagg — 110  men  in  all. 

After  giving  an  account  of  what  had  taken  place  at  Lexington 
and  Concord  the  historian  of  Spencer  says — "An  alarm  was 
immediately  spread  through  the  country  like  an  electric  shock. 
Great  was  the  commotion  among  the  people.    Like  the  fiery  cross 


*  "0]d  South"  which  stood  where  the  City  Hall  now  stands. 
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of  the  Scottish  clans  a  messenger  on  horseback  with  the  speed  of 
the  winds  passed  through  the  towns  from  the  East,  shouting  at 
the  top  of  his  voice  :  "  The  war  h-as  b^un,  the  British  are  march- 
ing to  Concord."  All  business  and  recreations  were  immediately 
suspended.  The  farmer  left  his  plough  in  the  furrow  and  the 
mechanic  his  tools  on  his  bench  and  there  was  an  instantaneous 
gathering  of  the  people  with  stern  wills  to  do  whatever  should  be 
necessary  to  meet  the  emergency.  The  company  of  minute  men 
(names  all  given  by  Mr.  Draper  in  an  appendix;  Capt.  Ebenezer 


FRANK  BIRD. 

Co.  C,  37th  Mass.  Vols     Born  in  Canada.    Killed  in  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  Va.,  May  16,  ]S64. 

Mason,  buckled  on  their  knapsacks,  shouldered  their  muskets  and 
^vere  immediately  on  their  line  of  march. 

A  volume  of  like  quotations  might  be  made  from  other  town 
histories. 

In  1863  Longfellow  said  : 

"  Hardly  a  man  is  now  alive 

Who  remembers  that  famous  day  and  year." 

It  is  now  forty  years  more  since  the  alarm  than  it  then  was 
and  128  years  from  the  alarm  to  the  present  time,  and  no  man  is 
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now  alive  who  remembers  it.  Btit  it  is  within  the  easy  recollection 
of  the  writer  when  many  persons  were  living  who  heard  the  Lex- 
ington alarm  and  I  will  call  from  the  unwritten  history  of 
another  town  on  the  direct  line  from  Lexington  Common  through 
Worcester  to  Spencer,  a  short  story  told  me  by  an  old  soldier  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  who  was  at  the  time  of  the  alarm  fourteen 
years  old.  He  was  at  work  with  his  father  ploughing  when  they 
heard  the  hurrying  foot  beats  of  a  fast  rider*  coming  up  the  road 
who  shouted  as  he  rode  :  "To  arms  :  The  war  has  begun. ' '  His 
father,  who  was  an  officer  of  the  Shrewsbury  minute  men, instantly 
stopped  his  team  and  detaching  a  horse  started  off  to  rally  his 
men.  He  (the  teller  of  the  story)  wanted  to  go  too  and  cried 
because  his  father  would  not  let  him.  Later  in  the  war,  when 
his  father  had  come  home  to  die  of  an  illness  contracted  in  the 
service  he  was  permitted  to  enlist  to  go  and  fight  the  British  in. 
his  father's  stead. 

The  ploughman,  whose  ploughing  was  interrupted  by  tha- 
Lexington  alarm,  was  Lieut,  (later  captain)  Nathan  Howe,  who' 
died  long  before  the  war  was  over,  but  his  son,  Nathan  Howe  Jr., 
not  only  survived  the  war  but  lived  to  tell  man}^  a  war  story  to 
his  grandchildren.  Two  companies  of  minute  men  (I  am  unable 
to  give  their  numbers)  rallied  and  marched  from  Shrewsbury,. 
Aprill9,  1775,  one  with  Capt.  Job  Gushing  and  the  other  (froni 
the  North  Parish,  later  Boylston)  with  Capt.  Robert  Andrews. 

The  names  of  the  fast  riders  who  spread  the  famous  alarm 
westward  from  Middlesex,  less  fortunate  than  Paul  Revere,  are 
unknown,  and  like  the  many  brave  men  who  lived  before  Aga- 
memnon, spoken  of  by  Horace,  will  have  to  go  downi  into  oblivion 
unsung  for  lack  of  a  sacred  bard  to  sing  their  praises.  The  sequel 
of  the  Lexington  alarm  as  briefly  told  by  the  sacred  bard  who 
immortalized  the  exploit  of  the  fortunate  Revere  runs  thus  : 

You  know  the  rest.    In  books  you  have  read, 
How  the  British  regulars  fired  and  fled, 
How  the  farmers  gave  them  ball  for  ball. 
From  behind  each  fence  and  barnyard  wall, 
Chasing  the  red-coats  down  the  lane, 
And  crossing  the  field  to  emerge  again. 
Under  the  trees  at  the  turn  of  the  road, 
And  stopping  only  to  fire  and  to  load, 

which  is  only  a  small  fragment  of  the  w^hole  grand  sequel.  "You 
know,"  too,  how  from  the  spark  kindled  at  Lexington  followed 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  American  Independence  and  the 
United  States,  our  great  and  beloved  country  as  it  now  is. 


*  The  same,  dovibtless,  who  arrived  at  the  church  in  Worcester  before  noon.  It  was 
probably  about  ii  o'clock  when  his  foot-beats  were  heard  coming  up  Shrewsbury  Hill. 


ARMY  LIFE. 


BY  SOLOMON  K.   HINDLEY  OF  SPENCER,  A  MEMBER  OF  CO.  H   loth  REGIMENT 
MASS.  VOLUNTEERS. 


It  is  generally  understood  that  this  letter  was  written  on  re- 
quest of  Lnther  Hill  to  whom  it  was  addressed.  After  its  recep- 
tion in  Spencer  it  was  passed  along  from  house  to  house  and  read 
and  re-read  with  intense  interest. 

Camp  Near  Fatmouth,  Va.,  Aprii,  loth,  1<S63. 
IvUTHER  Hill  Esq. 

As  I  had  spoken  to  ni}^  sister  Eliza  about  sending  home  ni}' 
diary  of  last  year  and  several  of  my  townspeople  and  friends 
wishing  to  see  it,  hoping  to  read  something  of  interest,  I  thought 
if  I  should  spend  a  few  evenings  in  glancing  over  my  service  in  the 
army  and  write  sketches  of  places,  thoughts  and  incidents,  it 
might  be  more  interesting  and  they  w^ould  have  a  better  idea  of 
the  life  of  a  soldier  than  b}'  reading  my  diary,  which  contains 
nothing  but  abbreviations  for  my  own  reference,  hence  I  submit 
a  sketch  of  the  ups  and  downs  of  myself  and  regiment  from  the 
time  I  became  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  of  the  country  until  the 
present. 

The  bombarding  of  Fort  Sumter,  the  mobbing  and  torturing 
of  loyal  citizens  in  the  South,  the  tearing  down  of  the  stars  and 
vStripes,  and  such  infernal  outrages  committed  on  our  people  and 
flag,  had  kindled  a  fire  of  indignation  within  me ;  patiently  I 
bore  all  these  insults  until  our  brave  ()th  battalion  w^as  mobbed  in 
Baltimore ;  then  ni}^  mind  was  at  once  fixed  to  do  duty  and  .ser- 
vice for  my  country.  After  debating  and  arguing  with  my 
clas.smates  at  Wilbraham  Academy,  seeking  their  co-operation 
and  company,  I  bade  them  farewell  and  started  alone  with  a  sin- 
cerity and  determination  of  purpose  that  burns  today,  as  when 
the  throbs  of  patriotism  first  beat  high.  I  went  home  to  make 
known  my  resolves  to  m}'  parents  and  to  leave  my  books  and 
clothing  with  them.  I  found  a  company  forming  and  drilling, 
and  after  obtaining  the  consent  of  my  parents,  in  two  da}  s  I  was 
a  member.  You  know  how  anxious  we  were  to  depart  for  the 
seat  of  war  and  how  long  w^e  were  disappointed  and  delayed  arid 
how  a  part  of  the  company  in  such  haste  departed  for  Spring- 
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field,  June  24tli,  1861,  to  fill  up  the  regiment  forming  there ; 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  retiring  to  the  ranks  that 
they  might  at  once  help  to  crush  the  rebellion.  Our  band  of 
about  sixty -four  divided  to  fill  three  companies  and  though  I 
sa}^  it,  it  was  my  fortune  to  join  Co.  H,  always  remarkable  for 
discipline,  honesty  and  a  strict  adherence  to  ever}^  duty  and 
superior  in  most  every  respect  to  any  other  in  the  battalion. 

Time  passed  slowly  away,  our  time  being  occupied  by  severe 
drilling  by  company  and  regiment.  On  the  16th  of  Jul)'  1861,  we 


SOIvOMON  K.  HINDLEY 

were  ordered  to  Medford,  preparatory  to  our  journe}^  to 
Washington.  There  we  were  not  long  delayed,  for  on  the  25th  we 
took  cars  for  Boston  and  embarked  on  the  steamers  Ben  Deford 
and  S.  R.  Spaulding.  A  few  days  previously  I  was  taken  sick  and 
being  unable  to  carry  my  knapsack  and  musket,  an  ambulance 
was  provided  for  me  to  drive  to  Boston,  unfortunately  having 
to  take  care  of  the  horse.  I  was  not  on  the  steamer  with  my  com- 
pany, thus  deprived  of  nearl}^  all  acquaintances  and  friends. 
Having  had  some  experience  on  the  water,  I  provided  myself 
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with  lemons  and  a  canteen  of  something  else  in  case  of  sea  sick- 
ness and  so  felt  at  rest  concerning  a  trip  at  sea. 

About  five  p.  m.  the  moorings  were  let  loose;  amid  the 
cheers  for  our  success,  the  good-bye,  and  sobs  of  friends,  we 
steamed  into  the  bay,  joyful  and  buoyant  as  on  a  pleasure  ex- 
cursion. We  lingered  long,  looking  towards  our  dear  homes  and 
when  distance  was  great  and  the  eyes  grew  dim,  we  turned  away, 
heaved  a  long  farewell  sigh  and  then  thought  of  our  work  and 
duty  before  us.  'Twas  four  days  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  the  blood  was  still  oozing  from  our  brothers'  veins.  We 

To  Avenge  CoS.  Ellsworth's  Death. 

were  aching  to  be  avenged  for  the  loss  of  brave  Col.  Ellsworth, 
who  fell  a  few  days  before.  I  wanted  to  skim  over  the  water 
lightly  and  swiftly,  but  the  steamer,  heedless  of  all  my  desires, 
kept  plowing  along  heavily  and  apparently  in  indolence. 

Night  came  on  ;  the  sky  was  beautiful  and  clear,  the  stars 
poured  forth  their  mellow  light  upon  the  placid  bosom  of  the  sea. 
'Twas  a  lovely  night;  after  watching  the  phosphorus  in  the  water 
and  the  quietude  and  beauty  of  everything  around  until  a  late 
hour,  I  turned  into  my  ambv, lance  and  slept  through  the  night. 
Before  daylight  next  morning  I  was  aroused  b}^  a  sound  as  of 
men  in  distress.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  the  scene  as  I 
heard  it;  on  the  Ben  Deford  were  about  500  men  and  100  horses, 
two  or  three  hundred  of  the  former  were  sick  before  daylight 
and  such  heaving  and  groaning  is  only  known  by  those  who  are 
experienced.  I  was  fortunate,  ni}'  system  had  been  so  recently  re- 
duced that  the  water  did  not  affect  me. 

The  next  day  we  were  out  at  sea,  naught  but  a  broad  ex- 
panse of  ocean  around  us  'Twas  magnificently  grand.  I 
thought  I  could  always  live  thus;  soon  a  breeze  sprang  up,  caus- 
ing the  billows  to  swell  and  the  ship  to  roll.  Then  would  the 
timid  landsman,  at  each  rise  and  roll  seize  some  fixture  hold  his 
breath  and  wish  himself  back  to  the  old  farm  ;  wishful  and  home- 
sick glances  and  sorry  faces  were  all  around ;  many  sick  on  deck 
unable  to  move  ;  so  passed  the  day  Friday  and  Friday  night.  Sat- 
urday we  sailed  beautifully,  both  steamers  keeping  near  each 
other.  Nothing  occurred  of  importance  until  about  six  p.  m. 
when  we  passed  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  distance.  The  next 
morning  we  were  in  the  Potomac;  about  ten  we  passed  Mount 
Auburn,  the  home  and  burial  place  of  Gen.  Washington;  an  hour 
later  Alexandria  hove  in  sight.  As  we  passed,  many  a  silent  and 
bitter  curse  was  heaped  upon  its  people,  the  country's  enemies. 
The  Jackson  house  stands  proudly  above  all  the  rest,  (the  house 
where  Ellsworth  fell. )  Could  we  in  our  rage  have  been  turned 
upon  it,  its  massive  walls  would  soon  have  been  a  heap  of  smoul- 
dering ruins. 
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Gentl}^  steaming  up  the  Potomac  the  Capitol  came  in  sight; 
all  e3^es  were  turned  to  the  far-famed  building  and  cit}',  its  public 
buildings,  rising  far  above  all  others,  makes  it  a  grand  sight  from 
the  river;  the  Capitol,  Treasur}'  building,  Smithsonian  Institute, 
Postoffice  and  Patent  Office  buildings  are  ver}^  prominent ;  the 
masses  of  white  marble  glittering  in  the  sun  and  at  a  distance  ap- 
pear with  snowy  whiteness. 

About  noon  we  came  to  anchor  near  the  arsenal,  awaiting 
orders,  where  we  remained  a  couple  of  hours.  The  S.  R.  Spauld- 
ing  ran  alongside  and  the  Ben  Deford  sailed  a  couple  of  miles 
farther  up  the  river  to  the  navy  3^ard.  In  ten  minutes  ever}^  man 
w^as  ashore  and  in  half  an  hour  the  hundred  horses  w^ere 
taken  off.  Next  came  a  hard  tug  of  unloading  and  putting  to- 
gether of  heav}'  wagons.  Our  regiment  was  supplied  with 
twent3'-five  four-horse  wagons,  five  one-horse  ambulances  and  two 
two-horse  hospital  wagons.  The  wagons  had  been  taken  to  pieces 
in  Boston  and  stowed  away  in  the  hold  of  the  steamer.  On  arriv- 
ing in  Washington  all  had  to  be  refitted  and  loaded  with  tents, 
hospital  stores  and  provisions.  It  was  a  great  piece  of  work  but 
it  was  surprising  with  what  alacrit\^  they  weie  taken  to  pieces, 
stowed  away,  hauled  up,  refitted  and  loaded.     AW  was  done  in 

News  From  Bull  Run. 

about  twelve  hours.  This  day,  July  "iSth,  is  one  week  after 
the  memorable  battle  of  Bull  Run.  We  were  all  anxious  to  hear 
particulars  so  we  crowded  around  the  workmen  in  the  navy  yard 
and  listened  to  all  kinds  of  stories  of  the  horrid  battle,  what  good 
time  some  of  our  men  made  from  the  battlefield  to  Washington 
and  man}^  such  like,  bordering  on  the  ridiculous. 

We  had  sarcely  been  ashore  two  hours  when  a  terrible  thun- 
der shower  burst  upon  us,  and  we  were  for  the  first  time  without 
shelter  and  umbrellas.  Such  a  storm  I  never  saw  before ;  they  are 
only  known  to  the  South.  The"  wind  blew  with  might^^  fuos 
cleaning  the  streets  and  walks  of  dust  and  hurling  it  to  the 
clouds  to  mingle  with  them  in  their  blackness.  The  thunder 
was  terrific  and  startling;  it  shook  the  very  earth.  For  half  an 
hour  it  was  almost  as  dark  as  night,  then  came  the  distant 
thunder  and  the  frequent  flash  of  lightning;  it  became  more 
rapid  and  increased  until  the  heavens  seemed  bursting  with 
liquid  fire  and  rain  and  the  artillery  of  the  world  was  sporting  in 
vain  mockery.  So  the  storm  raged  for  an  hour,  then  ceased  its 
fury.  For  the  first  time  I  was  completely  drenched  and  no 
change  of  clothing,  no  supper,  no  bed  and  no  chance  to  get  any- 
thing to  eat  for  it  was  Sunday  eve.  I  crawled  into  a  wet  wagon 
and  slept  through  the  night. 

The  next  day  was  very  sultr}^  and  the  heat  oppressive.  At 
mid-day  we  took  up  the  march,  passing  down  Pennsylvania  Ave- 
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ime,  past  the  Treasun-  department  and  War  department,  the 
White  house  and  the  residence  of  Gen.  Scott.  Before  reaching 
Georgetown  we  turned  to  the  right  and  halted  on  Kalorama 
Heights,  four  miles  from  Washington,  in  time  to  experience  an- 
other severe  storm  before  we  could  pitch  our  tents,  consequently 
we  were  without  supper  or  a  dry  place  to  sleep  that  night. 

Sentinels  Easily  Scared. 

The  next  day  we  moved  camp  quarter  of  a  mile ;  here  it  was 
that  we  commenced  to  do  military  duty  in  earnest.  Guard  dutv 
w^as  performed  with  loaded  muskets  and  two  sentinels  placed 
over  a  spring  to  prevent  its  being  poisoned.  Here  it  was  that 
some  of  the  boys  became  alarmed  at  their  own  shadows  and 
l^:napsacks.  Let  me  tell  the  stor}- .  A  sentinel  was  posted  in  a 
piece  of  woods  at  night  at  the  rear  of  the  camp  with  emphatic 
orders  to  fire,  after  challenging  three  times,  any  one  approaching 
if  the}'  did  not  halt.  So  while  he  was  musing  and  walking  his 
lonely  beat  he  discovered  some  one  crawling  across  his  beat  at  the 
lower  end,  so  he  cries,  "Halt!"  at  the  same  time  bringing  the 
piece  to  a  "ready. "  No  one  moves  or  answers.  Again  he  cries 
"'Halt!  Halt!"  and  bangs  away  at  the  enemy.  After  a  few  min- 
utes he  mustered  courage  to  see  his  dead  foe,  and  behold  there  lay 
his  knapsack  with  a  bullet  hole  through  it.  Another  bold  soldier 
shot  a  bush  one  night  and  almost  frightened  himself  to  death 
because  it  did  not  fall,  expecting  he  would  be  captured.  He  is 
considerably  gra}-  now  I  suppose  in  consequence.  Nearlv  every 
night  some  imaginar}-  enemy  was  fired  at  and  not  infrequently 
<lid  the  sentinel  find  himself  minus  a  finger — I  suppose  thinking 
he  was  a  rebel  and  determined  to  hit  him. 

Our  stay  here  was  less  than  two  weeks,  then  we  packed  and 
started  for  Brightwood  in  the  cornfield.  This  was  a  splendid 
place,  in  corn  from  ten  to  fourteen  feet  high  and  the  ground  nice 
iind  soft  after  a  rain,  making  mud  ankle  deep ;  beyond  the  corn 
was  a  cucumber  and  water  melon  field,  also  a  large  peach  and 
apple  orchard.  I  need  not  state  how  many  we  left  after  sta3'ing 
there  three  or  four  days,  for  of  course  in  those  days  everybody 
in  that  region  was  an  enemy  or  so  considered.  We  made  beds  of 
the  cornstalks  and  all  the  hay  we  could  get  besides.  This  not 
being  a  desirable  place  for  camp  we  moved  a  mile  North  and  near 
the  Maryland  line  to  Camp  Brightwood.  We  were  the  outpost ; 
•consequently  should  the  enemy  advance  on  the  city  we  should 
hear  the  first  attack  from  that  direction.  It  made  us  doubly 
watchful  and  on  the  lookout.  If  a  man  was  seen  in  the  distance 
on  horseback  a  guard  was  sent  out  to  reconnoiter  and  watch 
him.  Grand  guards  were  posted  three  or  four  miles  from  camp 
to  inspect  wagons  and  suspicious  looking  persons  and  prevent  all 
passing  in  the  night  without  authority. 
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L.  D.  Livermore,  Sylvester  Johnson  and  myself  invariably 
were  on  post  together.  Well  do  I  remember  the  first  time  we 
occupied  the  outpost  in  the  road.    We  lay  in  the  ditch  by  the 

Hucksters'  Teams  Ransacked. 

fence  and  watched  all  night,  but  nary  a  Reb  did  we  see  or  hear. 
Between  two  and  three  the  next  morning  the  hucksters  going  to 
market  came  along.  W^e  halted  them  and  examined  their  wagons 
and  passed  them  along,  but  if  my  memory  serves  me  rightly 
those  wagons  furnished  us  all  the  fruit  and  melons  we  needed. 
Those  days  were  like  our  boyish  days  at  home,  full  of  pleasure 
and  enjoyment,  but  time  was  passing  swiftly  along  preparing  us 
for  the  sterner  realities  of  war.  continued  drilling  by  company, 
battalion,  brigade  skirmishing,  the  bayonet  exercise,  together 
with  the  wheelbarrow,  pick,  shovel  and  axe,  occupied  the  eight 
months  of  our  stay.  We  daily  toiled  with  our  brigade  in  build- 
ing Forts  Massachusetts  and  Slocum,the  former  named  after  the  7th 
regiment  and  ours,  the  latter,  after  Col.  Slccum  of  the  2nd  R.  I.^ 
who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

Visitors  From  Home. 

We  became  quite  proficient  in  drill  and  the  health  and  con- 
stitution of  nearly  all  greatly  improved.  We  were  a  healthy  and 
jolly  set  of  fellows,  having  lost  but  few  from  sickness.  Early  in 
the  fall  we  were  visited  by  Luther  Hill  of  Spencer,  Mass.,  who 
brought  to  us  some  specie  which  was  in  good  time,  very 
acceptable  and  of  good  service.  In  the  winter  Joel  Bullard,  Jo- 
seph Ward  and  Rufus  Sibley  came  to  see  us  and  spent  about  a 
week  in  camp.  During  the  fore  part  of  the  winter  we  received 
bed  clothing,  boots,  shirts  etc.  from  our  townspeople  which 
were  of  great  value.  Our  boys  appreciated  the  kindness  of  their 
friends  and  townspeople  and  I  trust  they  have  been  as  prompt  in 
the  performance  of  every  duty  to  their  country,  for  it  is  for  these 
duties  that  so  many  kindnesses  have  been  bestowed  upon  us. 

We  had  considerable  excitement  one  day,  originating- 
from  some  "niggers"  we  had  in  camp  who  had  deserted 
their  masters  and  were  serving  in  the  company  kitchens.  The 
owner  of  one,  accompanied  by  several  others,  came  into  camp 
with  the  intention  of  taking  his  "nigger."  After  going  to  Col. 
Briggs  and  getting  for  an  answer  "to  take  his  nigger  if  he  could 
get  him,"  he  strutted  to  where  the  "nigger"  was  and  told  him  to- 
go  along  with  him.  Cuffy  couldn't  see  it,  so  the  boys  told  Nolan 
(that  was  his  name)  he  could  not  take  the  "nigger"  and  he  and 
his  party  could  retire  as  soon  as  convenient.  This  was  rather 
rough  to  be  sure,  and  they,  considerably  elated  with  the  spirit, 
became  exasperated  and  gave  vent  to  some  of  their  Southern  fire. 
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Nolan  gave  the  boys  an  invitation  to  visit  his  house  at  night 
with  500  men  and  he  would  meet  them  like  Beauregard,  "with 
bloody  hands  to  hospitable  graves."    That  was  enough ;  as  soon 

Saocy  Planter  Badly  Treated. 

as  they  had  left  camp,  plans  were  laid  to  call  upon  him  that 
night  in  force.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark,  squads  of  from  twenty  to 
forty,  marched  out  of  camp  together  and  waited  in  the  road  until 
a  large  force  collected,  armed  with  muskets,  pistols,  knives  and 
bayonets,  every  thing  for  a  skirmish  at  long  or  short  range.  Be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred  left  camp  for  the  visit,  but  the  dis- 
tance being  twelve  miles  over  a  rough  road  and  a  dark  night,  not 
more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  reached  the  desired  spot.  Skir- 
mishers w^ere  at  once  thrown  around  his  house  and  closed  down 
upon  it  and  Mr.  Nolan  summoned  to  appear  before  his  guests. 
He  with  great  reluctance  acceded  to  the  request  and  opened  his 
door,  w^hen  the  invited  party  of  course  walked  in ;  but  he,  failing- 
to  meet"  them  as  proposed,  they  made  him  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  before  his  own  slaves  and  the  one  from  camp  who  had 
been  pilot.  During  this  time  a  party  were  gathering  fowls  for 
their  own  consumption  in  the  barns  and  outbuildings,  another  in 
the  cellar  drinking  wines  and  eating  preserves  and  everything 
else  they  wished.  The  slaves  showed  them  the  cupboards  and 
brought  out  all  they  could  eat  and  so  they  entertained  themselves 
as  best  they  could  until  tired,  then  started  for  camp  leaving" 
Nolan  mortally  enraged  and  I  trust  wiser  for  the  lesson.  An 
alarm  was  given  in  camp  and  pickets  sent  out  to  take  all  pris- 
oners as  they  approached.  The  pickets  were  stationed  in  the 
woods  so  that  as  fast  as  the  raiders  came  along  they  were  taken, 
disarmed  and  marched  into  camp  under  guard.  The  Colonel  and 
Captain  Miller  started  from  camp  on  horseback  to  learn  the  cause- 
of  the  disturbance,  but  when  they  were  seen  approaching  the 
boys  jumped  over  the  fences  and  hid.  The  Colonel  and  Captain 
suddenly  came  upon  one  of  the  visitors  and  being  interrogated 
as  to  where  they  had  been  etc.,  the  Colonel  noticed  something- 
very  large  under  his  coat  and  inquired  what  it  was.  "A  white 
blanket,"  was  the  reply,  no  sooner  had  he  spoken  than  the 
blanket  gave  a  loud  squall  and  the  fellow  took  the  strength  of 
his  legs  for  safety  and  dropped  a  big  goose  on  the  ground  which 
was  equally  frightened  and  ran  into  the  hands  of  others  hiding 
by  the  fence.  So  fell  the  poor  goose  but  only  to  grace  the  table 
of  the  captors  the  next  day. 

Several  in  running  guard  were  fired  at  but  escaped  unhurt 
to  camp  with  their  spoils.  Some  carried  a  jar  of  preserves  and 
another  a  pot  of  butter,  but  on  being  taken  they  were  relieved  of 
their  prize.  Not  long  after  it  was  reported  the  butter  and  pre- 
serves were  served  at  the  staff  officers'  table.   All  taken  prisoners. 
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that  night  were  put  under  arrest  and  expected  to  be  court-mar 
tialed,  but  our  sudden  departure  from  Brightwood  saved  us. 
Nolan  entered  a  complaint  to  Gen.  McClellan  and  the  affair  be- 
gan to  look  serious.  Col.  Briggs  visited  Nolan  one  da}-  and 
paid  him  about  $300  damages  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

It  was  amusing  to  listen  to  the  scores  of  different  stories  of 
that  night's  campaign,  how  many  got  lost,  their  narrow  escapes 
from  being  shot  running  guard,  their  prizes ;  some  told  of  their 
capture  and  escape  afterwards  and  such  like.    It  w^as  a  hard 


HORACE   D.  WII^SON, 
Born  in  Speucer,  March  4th,  i8[6.    Died  in  Hospital  at  Newburn, 
N.  C,  April  26,  1S62. 

night's  work  but  we  had  been  challenged  and  were  not  to  be  out- 
done by  such  a  noted  rascal  and  rebel.  Since  that  time,  Nolan 
I  understand  has  joined  the  rebel  army.  He  is  a  wealthy  farmer, 
liis  land  extending  to  the  Potomac  where  there  is  a  ford  named 
after  him,  where  the  enem^^  crossed  last  October  after  making 
their  raid  through  Hagerstown  and  Gettysburg  around  our 
army  in  Mar3dand, 

The  Heavy  /Marching  Orders. 

About  the  first  of  March  1862  we  received  orders  prepara- 
tor}^  to  a  march  of  several  days.     We  were  kept  in  suspense  ex- 
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pecting  hourh'  to  move,  formed  lines,  with  knapsacks,  our  haver- 
sacks filled  with  provisions  and  a  hundred  rounds  of  cartridges,  but 
the  orders  were  always  countermanded  until  the  tenth  when  we 
took  up  the  march  in  the  direction  of  the  chain  bridge  seven  miles 
distant.  After  an  hour's  march  it  commenced  to  rain,  making 
it  very  muddy.  Our  knapsacks,  haversacks,  provisions,  can- 
teens, hundred  rounds  of  ammunition,  musket  and  belts  were 
about  such  as  a  mule  could  carry ;  (I  shall  be  one  if  I  ever  carry 
another  such  load)  everything  weighed  nearly  sixt>  pounds. 
At  one  p.  m.  we  crossed  the  bridge  and  found  the  roads  in  good 
condition  so  we  hurried  along  six  miles  and  halted  for  the  day  in 
a  large  field  where  a  few  days  before  had  been  stationed  the 
enem^-'s  pickets.  The  boys  commenced  at  once  to  build  bough 
shanties  for  the  night,  but  feeling  tired  and  it  bidding  fair  for 
a  pleasant  night,  J.  W.  Bigelow  and  I  slept  in  a  ditch.  Soon  I 
Avas  dreaming  of  the  enemy  who  so  recently  had  occupied  the 
ground  and  daih^  we  expected  to  meet  him  on  the  battlefield. 
How  I  fought  to  overthrow  every  foe  and  how  I  sent  many  reek- 
ing to  tlie  earth  in  anguish,  when  suddenly  I  was  awakened  by 
the  pelting  rain  in  my  face.  Becoming  conscious  of  the  intruder 
to  my  slumbers  and  dreams,  I  covered  my  face  with  the  blanket 
and  bid  it  rain  on  and  again  fell  to  slumber  and  my  dreams.  No 
one  dreams  like  a  soldier — the  battlefield,  hand  conflicts  with  the 
foe,  victory  and  wounds  are  often  in  his  slumbering  imagina- 
tion. Those  dear  ones  at  home,  the  pleasures  of  home,  its  charms 
and  enjoyments,  with  the  smiles  and  cheerfulness  around  the 
fireside,  are  among  the  soldier's  daily  thoughts  and  afford  much 
consolation. 

The  next  morning  we  arose  with  the  sun;  took  our  break- 
fast of  hard  bread  and  salt  horse  (beef  )  but  only  relishing  it 
enough  to  allay  hunger.  The  day  was  beautiful  and  spent  in 
part  rambling  in  search  of  anything  that  might  l)e  interesting; 
occasionally  a  cannon  shot  or  shell  I  would  see  by  the  roadside  or 
in  the  woods,  but  having  no  great  desire  to  meddle  or  try  ex- 
periments with  them  I  passed  them  by  as  "infernal  machines." 
One  of  the  2nd  K.  I.  brought  a  shell  into  camp,  thinking  it  con- 
tained no  powder  and  tried  it  by  touching  a  match  to  it,  when 
it  exploded  killing  one  man  and  wounding  others. 

Operations  Begun  on  the  Peninsula. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Manassas,  McUellan  changed  iiis 
plans,  taking  the  peninsula  for  his  base  of  operations,  conse- 
quently our  advance  in  our  present  direction  was  useless  and  our 
troops  gradually  fell  back  to  their  old  camp  to  await  transporta- 
tion to  Fortress  Monroe.  We  fell  back  to  Chain  bridge  and  on 
the  night  of  the  loth  were  ordered  to  Brightwood.  It  had  been 
raining  heavily  for  forty-eight  hours  and  was  pitch  dark  when 
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marching  orders  came.  I  made  up  my  mind  not  to  travel  untiT 
the  next  day.  Fortunately  a  number  of  our  company  remained 
behind  and  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  we  reached  camp, 
tired,  worn  out  and  almost  discouraged  after  a  week  of  the  most 
tedious  hardship.  That  was  the  first  and  last  of  such  mon- 
strous knapsacks.  We  had  learned  a  lesson,  many  threw  away 
their  overcoats  and  blankets  and  some  their  knapsacks  and  contents, 
declaring  they  would  rather  buy  a  new  stock  than  carry  the  load 
another  mile.  People  generally  do  not  credit  the  fatigue  occa- 
sioned by  such  a  march,  the  mud  knee  deep  and  twelve  miles  to 
camp,  dark  as  midnight  darkness,  brooks  to  ford  waist  deep  and 
very  chilly.  Some  did  not  reach  camp  for  two  days,  but  nearly 
all  made  camp  before  daylight  Sunday  morning.  Lawson. 
Powers  was  among  the  first  to  reach  camp;  he  belonged  to  the 
band. 

The  barracks  we  had  built  for  our  winter  quarters  of  planed 
and  matched  boards  we  sold  before  leaving  for  Prospect  Hill, 
but  fortunately  for  us  they  had  not  been  disturbed,  so  in  a  few 
hours  we  were  comfortable  and  after  a  good  sleep  we  felt  not 
much  worse  for  our  first  week's  campaign. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2(^th  of  March  we  took  up  the  march 
towards  Washington  and  halted  near  Columbia  college  to  await 
orders.  At  night  they  came  ordering  the  regiment  back  to  camp. 
I  concluded  to  stay  with  the  teams  which  had  parked  on  the 
ground,  saving  a  journey  of  several  miles.  We  were  to  take- 
transports  but  were  twenty -four  hours  too  soon.  The  next  day  at 
seven  a.  m.  the  regiment  marched  to  the  city ;  at  ten  we  were  at 
the  wharf  ready  to  go  aboard. 

It  is  a  tedious  task  to  move  such  large  bodies  of  troops, 
their  provisions,  baggage  and  ammunition.  Our  brigade, consist- 
ing of  the  2nd  R.I.  of  Bull  Run  fame,  36th  N.  Y.,  7th  Mass. 
and  our  regiment  (last  October  the  37th  Mass.  joined  us)  moved 
together  and  embarked  at  the  same  wharf.  You  can  imagine  the 
bustle  and  stir  occasioned — it  was  all  excitement  and  hurry  until 
late  in  the  evening  when  everything  was  aboard  and  we  were 
ready  to\sail.  The  next  day  at  eleven  a.  m.  we  sailed  in  good 
spirits,  expecting  soon  to  get  into  the  rebel  capital. 

Down  the  Potomac. 

We  had  a  good  time  down  the  river  and  bay.  On  the  29th  we 
reached  Hampton,  two  miles  from  Fortress  Monroe,  a  thriving^ 
town  before  the  war;  the  inhabitants  were  quite  wealthy  and 
living  in  ease  and  luxury,  the  upper  class  being  merchants, 
carrying  on  business  in  northern  cities,  spending  their  winters 
here.  The  working  class  w^ere  engaged  in  the  fisheries  and  the 
cultivation  of  gardens  of  the  wealthy.  When  General  Butler 
was  in  command  at  F^ortress   Monroe,    the  enemy  fearing  he 
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would  take  it,  burnt  every  house  and  church,  leaving  it  a  mass 
•of  ruins.  The  regiment  at  once  took  up  the  march  and  halted  in 
a  held  five  miles  distant,  afterwards  named  Camp  Smith.  The 
wagon  trains  joined  the  regiment  next  day,  notwithstanding 
hard  tack  and  coffee  were  scarce,  it  having  rained  twenty  hours. 
Rubber  blankets  were  issued  so  we  could  protect  ourselves  from 
the  rain. 

On  the  2nd  of  April  I  had  a  shock  of  paralysis  disabling  me 
for  all  duty  for  months  and  today  while  writing  I  feel  sadly  the 
effects  of  the  shock  in  my  left  knee.  Several  times  when  the 
regiment  marched,  being  unable  to  keep  up,  I  was  left  with  the 
baggage  to  get  along  as  best  I  could  with  the  wagons. 

On  the  4th  the  regiment  marched  towards  Warwick,  the 
•enemy  being  posted  two  miles  east  in  entrenchments  at  Young's 
mills.  They  took  fright  at  the  news  of  our  approach,  making 
scarcel}'  any  resistance.  The  advance  of  our  army  fired  a  few 
shots  and  the  enemy  fled,  leaving  their  breakfasts  nicely  pre- 
X^ared  and  many  little  things  that  were  prized  by  our  soldiers. 

General  Magruder's  brigade  had  been  encamped  here  in  huts 
niceh'  shingled  and  fitted  each  with  a  good  fireplace.  The  regi- 
ment pushed  on  ^to  Warwick  Court  House  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle.  Our  company  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  advanced  to 
the  w^oods  and  laid  down  to  wait  for  the  enemy,  who,  thinking 
a  "live  coward  was  better  than  a  dead  hero,"  fled  and  luckily 
for  them.  This  section  of  the  country  is  a  dense  forest,  low  and 
swanip}^  with  an  occasional  clearing.  Here  once  was  a  house 
now  in  ruins,  onl}-  perhaps  a  chimney  remaining  to  designate  the 
birthplace  of  man}'  a  southern  chevalier. 

W^e  went  into  camp  at  Warwick  preparatory'  to  the  siege 
of  Yorktown.  Building  corduroy  roads,  picketing  in  "front  of 
the  enemy  on  Warwick  creek,  raising  wagons  and  mules  occu- 
pied all  our  time.  On  the  16th  we  marched  near  Lee's  mills  to 
support  Gen.  Davidson,  where  the  4th  crossed  a  few  days  before 
and  was  driven  back  with  such  loss.  Every  night  alarms  were 
given  and  all  turned  out  ready  for  an  attack,  to  stand  a  couple  of 
hours  on  line  in  the  cold,  and  perhaps  rain,  until  all  was  quiet, 
then  turn  in  but  only  for  an  hour  when  the  crack  of  a  thousand 
rifles  would  burst  upon  the  ear.  Startled,  all  would  rush  to 
their  arms  and  silently  form  in  line. 

Dangerous  Work  at  Rifle  Pits. 

These  were  tiresome  days  and  nights  but  our  stay  was  only 
six  days  when  we  returned  to  Warwick,  five  miles.  Our  men 
showed  the  utmost  daring  and  bravery  here.  Every  night  fa- 
tigue parties  were  sent  to  the  front  to  dig  rifle  pits,  each  night 
advancing ;  while  quietly  shovelling  a  volley  would  be  poured 
into  them,  and  for  the  instant  they  would  lie  aown  until  the 
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firing  ceased,  then  resume  their  work  until  relieved.  After  a 
while  we  got  under  their  guns,  rendering  them  unserviceable. 

Held  the  Fort  Alone. 

Berdan's  sharpshooters  were  a  good  institution  and  invalu- 
able to  the  army  in  front  of  Yorktown ;  perhaps  you  have  read 
of  "California  Joe, "  one  of  them.  He  was  here  in  front  on  duty  ; 
not  returning  to  his  quarters  at  the  expected  time  his  comrades 
felt  anxious  about  him  and  began  to  make  inquires  concerning 
Joe.  No  tidings  among  the  mess  could  be  learned,  so  some  of  his 
companions  went  in  search  where  he  was  last  seen  on  dut3\  Joe 
having  an  independent  command  of  himself,  here  they  found 
him  in  a  little  riflepit  watching  a  field  piece  that  he  said  "be- 
longed to  him"  as  he  had  cleaned  out  "those  pesky  critters, 
showing  at  the  same  time  the  notches  cut  on  the  stock  of  his 
rifle  indicating  the  number  that  had  bit  the  dust.  Joe  said  all 
he  wanted  was  fodder  and  ammunition,  then  "he  would  take 
care  of  that  ere  kennon."  Poor  fellow-,  he  did  great  service 
through  the  peninsula  campaign  but  was  wounded  at  Antietam. 

At  the  evacuation  of  Yorktown,  May  4th,  our  regiment 
marched  from  Warwick.  As  I  was  unable  to  go  or  take  even  pro- 
per care  of  myself  I  was  left  behind  in  charge  of  provisions  and 
officers'  baggage.  Henry  Snow,  Henry  M.  Jones,  Amasa  Bul- 
lard  and  C.  Browning  were  among  the  detailed  guard  left.  On 

Battle  of  Williamsburg. 

Tuesday'  the  ()th  was  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  the  regiment 
marching  eighteen  miles  in  mud  knee  deep  acting  as  reserve. 
When  a  point  vSeemed  weak  the}'  hastened  to  support  it  and  so 
kept  moving  until  the  battle  was  ended  and  next  day  buried  the 
dead. 

As  T  was  not  with  the  regiment  for  four  weeks  and  a  half 
I  will  speak  of  ni}'  stay  around  Warwick  and  my  travels.  As 
soon  as  the  regiment  marched  I  moved  into  the  Captain's  quar- 
ters, where  I  had  a  good  bed  and  shelter.  Perhaps  3^ou  would 
like  to  know  what  a  good  bed  in  the  arni}^  is;  this  was  barrel 
staves  nailed  on  poles  and  covered  with  pine  leaves.  The 
shanty  was  made  of  split  logs,  roof  and  sides;  in  front  it  was 
open  and  we  kept  a  fire  outside  as  large  as  we  pleased  for  here 
were  hundreds  of  acres  of  the  finest  timber  I  ever  saw. 

I  was  confined  to  my  bunk  for  a  week,  then  I  gained 
strength  enough  to  walk  a  mile  to  the  steam  mill  to  visit  two  men 
with  whom  I  had  got  acquainted.  These  men,  one  a  Virginian, 
the  other  from  Boston,  were  forced  into  the  rebel  service  and 
worked  in  the  saw  mill  for  them,  for  here  they  belonged,  it  was 
their  place  of  residence,  necessit}'  compelled  them  to  serve  the 
rebel  government,  but  when  our  troops  reached  Fortress  Monroe, 
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the  enemy  moved  all  the  machinery  and  timber  from  the  mill 
and  the  men  with  it.  At  the  approach  of  our  troops  the  enemy 
fled  but  these  men  concealed  themselves  in  the  marsh  for  two 
days  before  venturing  to  come  into  our  lines.  They  joined  their 
families  but  the  troops  had  left  them  almost  destitute  of  pro- 
visions. I  spent  many  a  day  with  them  sailing  down  the  creek 
and  oyster  fishing. 

One  day  we  visited  Mulberry  Island  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Warwick  river,  the  spot  occupied  as  barracks  by  the  once  fa- 
mous Louisana  Tigers,  who  immortally  extinguished  themselves 
while  charging  with  bowie  knives  on  our  troops  at  Williams- 
burg. This  island  was  beautiful  once  but  the  desolating  hand 
of  war  ruined  alike  the  mansion  and  huts.  Thousands  of  bushels- 
of  wheat  remained  in  the  barns  but  our  government  seemed  not 
to  notice  it.  I  know  that  a  party  of  us  one  day  took  eighteen 
or  twenty  bushels  for  the  benefit  of  our  two  acquaintances  who 
took  it  to  Newport  News  and  exchanged  it  for  flour.  Not  a 
white  person  was  upon  the  island;  a  few  "niggers"  were  all  that 
occupied  the  place  and  they  were  in  the  best  rooms  in  the  houses, 
once  parlors  and  dining  rooms  but  converted  into  kitchens  and 
washrooms. 

Plantation  Deserted. 

A  formidable  line  of  entrenchments  followed  aroimd  the 
river  but  no  guns  wc;re  ever  mounted.  On  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  was  Young's  house,  home  of  a  very  wealthy  man  in  the 
rebel  service.  Before  the  war  he  owned  a  hundred  and  fifty 
slaves  and  over  five  thousand  acres  of  land.  A  hundred  of  his 
best  slaves  he  took  with  him  into  the  service  to  work  on  the  de- 
fences at  Yorktown.  His  house  is  situated  at  the  junction  of 
the  Warwick  and  James  rivers  on  a  rise  of  ground  overlooking- 
both  rivers  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  In  front  is  a  flower  garden 
abounding  in  the  choicest  flowers  and  aromatic  plants.  The 
apricot,  fig  and  orange  trees  lend  their  charm.  Hundreds  of 
peach,  apple  and  pear  trees  are  in  good  cultivation  to  the  east- 
ward. The  negro  huts  are  nicely  built  but  lack  ventilation.  I 
I  don't  know  wh}"  it  is,  but  I  seldom  see  a  window  in  a  negro 
hut;  nothing  but  a  hole  two  or  three  feet  square  in  the  side  of  the 
building  serves  to  admit  light.  During  a  storm  a  shutter  is  put 
up.  The  slaves  had  taken  possession  of  everything  and  I  suppose 
gathered  the  crops  of  last  summer,  as  there  were  several Jiundred 
acres  of  wheat  in  the  vicinit3\ 

Pigs  were  plentiful  in  the  woods.  Thinking  baked  spare- 
rib  would  taste  very  well,  one  morning  we  started  in  search  with 
a  dog.  We  were  not  long  in  discovering  a  drove.  Letting  the 
dog  go  and  trusting  to  him  for  a  good  selection,  soon  the  pig 
was  down  but  not  liking  such  a  greyhound  style,  we  let  go  the 
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<log  again  when  he  brought  down  a  nice  porker.  Soldiers  don't 
stop  to  scald  them  so  we  took  off  his  hide  and  trudged  into 
camp ;  the  next  day  we  had  a  good  dinner.  Hundreds  of  the 
same  kind  fell  by  the  knives  of  soldiers.  One  day  I  took  a 
liorseback  ride  to  Fortress  Monroe  by  the  way  of  Big  Bethel, 
arriving  at  sun  down.  The  next  day  I  witnessed  the  Monitor 
and  the  batteries  from  the  Ripraps,  shelling  Sewtll's  Point.  It 
was  a  magnificent  sight  to  vSee  those  mighty  shells  glancing  on 
the  water,  bursting  sometimes  injhe  sand  throwing  up  clouds  of 
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•earth  and  smoke.  The  Merrimac  was  in  sight  but  out  of  range. 
At  intervals  the  Monitor  would  send  a  shot  whizzing  towards  her 
but  received  no  reply.  I  visited  the  lyincoln  and  Union  guns 
on  the  beach,  the  former  having  a  bore  seventeen  inches  in 
diameter,  the  latter  sixteen  and  throws  shot  weighing  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  pounds.  The  weight  of  the  Lincoln  gun  is 
49,099  pounds. 

On  the  29th  information  reached  us  to  be  ready  to  move  the 
next  day,  with  all  our  baggage  to  Newport  News,  where  it  was 
to  be  left  and  we  join  our  regiment.  The  next  day  we  packed 
€ver3^thing  for  a  grand  start.    During  the  forenoon  a  train  of 
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twenty-five  wagons  came  to  clean  up  everything-  left  in  the  vicin- 
ity and  to  convey  it  to  a  place  of  safety.  After  loading  our 
wagons  and  moving  into  the  road  to  await  the  remainder  of  the 
train  until  two  o'clock,  we  bid  adieu  to  Warwick,  where  we  had 
been  alone  for  four  weeks  and  a  half,  oni>'  to  travel  two  miles  to 
Young's  mills  where  we  spent  the  night.  Good  barracks  were 
here  for  the  men  and  good  water  for  the  horses,  but  remembering 
the  liability  of  old  buildings  to  vermin  I  preferred  not  to  occupy 
the  barracks,  but  went  to  a  grist  mill  with  a  comrade  and  spent 
the  night.  After  refreshments  of  hard  tack  and  coffee  we 
''turned  in,"  with  a  mill  stone  at  our  feet  and  a  good  hard  wood 
fioor  for  a  bed. 

Scarcely  had  I  closed  my  eyes  to  sleep  wdien  the  roar  of 
thunder  and  the  flash  of  lightning  made  me  conscious  of  a  com- 
ing storm.  I  listened  with  anxiety  to  its  fury,  no  more  sleep 
for  our  army.  How  many  times  I  wondered  if  our  regiment  was 
on  picket  without  a  blanket  or  tent  to  cover  them.  That  storm 
was  one-  of  the  most  frightful  experienced  by  our  army ;  they 
were  on  the  eve  of  battle ;  the  next  dav  came  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks. 

The  storm  raged  through  the  night  and  until  between  seven 
and  eight  next  morning,  when  we  started  for  Newport  News  by 
the  James  river  route.  The  teams  being  lightl}'  loaded,  and  the 
roads  in  tolerably  good  condition,  they  moved  rapidly,  keeping  us, 
some  of  the  way,  on  a  trot.  At  1  p.  m.  we  entered  the  entrench- 
ments at  Newport  News.  We  were  met  by  the  commanding 
general,  Mansfield,  who  ordered  plenty  of  provisions  and  good 
barracks  for  us  while  we  remained. 

After  relieving  myself  of  my  load,  I  took  a  stroll  along  the 
bank  of  the  river,  to  approach  as  near  as  possible  the  frigate 
Cumberland,  sunk  by  the  ivlerrimac,  and  the  remains  of  the  Con- 
gress, burned  at  the  same  time.  A  hundred  of  the  crew  of  the 
Cumberland  were  then  between  decks,  having  gone  down  with 
the  ship.    At  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  left  for  Fortress 

Fortress  Monroe. 

INIonroe,  two  hours'  sail.  Here  we  spent  the  night  inside  the 
fortress,  which  is  said  to  cover  eighty  acres,  and  is  surrounded 
by  a  canal  about  sixty  feet  wdde,  the  w^ater  being  ten  feet  below 
the  level  of  the  ground.  The  walls  of  the  fort  nuist  be  thirty- 
five  feet  high  from  the  water  and  built  of  massive  granite 
blocks.  It  mounts  350  guns  of  the  largest  calibre  ;  many  of  them 
are  in  casements,  protecting  both  men  and  guns  in  time  of  action. 
The  arrangement  for  defense  is  complete.  Should  an  enemy 
approach  near  enough  to  throw  shells  inside,  it  is  so  constructed 
that  the  inside  can  be  flooded  with  water  to  a  depth  of  four  feet, 
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rendering  shells  harmless  after  falling  in  the  water.  The  barracks 
and  wooden  buildings  might  be  burned  ;  that  is  about  the  extent 
of  the  damage  that  can  be  done  by  throwing  shells  inside. 

While  here  we  heard  of  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  ;  our  corps 
had  been  engaged  and  lost  terribly.  We  were  anxious  to  make 
all  haste  to  the  regiment,  and  took  the  first  boat  next  morn- 
ing for  W^hite  House  Landing,  on  the  Pamunke}^  river.  We  sailed 
up  the  York  river,  passing  Yorktown,  Gloucester,  and  West 
Point.  Here  the  river  is  met  by  the  Pamunkey  and  Matapong 
rivers.  The  former  is  very  narrow^  and  deep,  and  is  navigable 
for  the  largest  steamers.  Its  course  for  several  miles  forms  almost; 
a  circle,  its  banks  are  fertile  and  productive,  for  miles  inter- 
spersed with  neat  dwellings  and  farm  houses.  Proceeding  farther 
up  the  river  the  land  is  low,  with  dense  woods  growing  down  tO' 
the  water.  For  many  miles  before  reaching  White  House  the 
river  was  filled  with  schooners  loaded  with  forage  and  provisions. 

Already  I  began  to  see  the  effects  of  the  recent  battle  ;  man}- 
wounded,  but  able  to  walk,  were  on  the  decks  of  the  sanitary 
commission  steamers.  We  reached  the  landing  at  dark,  and 
found  several  of  our  regiment  there  on  duty,  who  gave  us  an 
idea  of  our  loss.  We  stacked  arms  in  the  field,  and  made  coffee. 
A  train  load  of  wounded  had  just  come  in,  so  I  went  in  search  of 
some  of  our  boys,  if  perchance  there  were  any  on  the  train.  I 
soon  found  one  of  our  company  in  a  freight  car,  badly  w^ounded 
in  the  knee.  The  car  was  so  crowded  and  dark  I  was  unable  to- 
get  near  him,  but  it  was  a  consolation  to  me  to  speak  a  few 
cheering  words,  for  they  proved  to  be  the  last.  He  w^as  in  good 
spirits,  having  laid  in  the  w^oods  two  days  and  nights  without 
food  or  shelter  ;  he  suffered  from  thirst.     He  expected  soon  to 

Sad  Are  the  Soldiers'  Sufferings. 

recover  and  share  again  the  fates  of  war  with  his  comrades,  but 
after  suffering  several  months  his  leg  was  amputated  and  he  died. 
He  was  a  brave  soldier. 

We  slept  around  our  gun  stacks  for  a  time,  expecting  to- 
have  a  good,  long  sleep,  but  at  midnight  a  shower  drove  us  away, 
and  we  sought  shelter  on  a  boat  containing,  as  the  next  morning- 
showed,  wounded  and  skedaddlers. 

I  was  up  early,  seeking  intelligence  of  our  company,  hearing 
we  had  been  the  greatest  sufferers  of  the  regiment.  About  a 
hundred  hospital  tents  were  filled  with  sick  and  wounded,  so  I 
started  out  with  the  intention  of  visiting  them,  hoping  to  find 
some  of  our  wounded.  After  looking  and  inquiring  some  time,  I 
found  two  of  our  company,  John  Hermann  and  J.  F.  Harrington, 
and  several  others  of  the  regiment,  all  slightly  wounded,  but  not 
one  of  them  had  had  his  wounds  dressed  by  a  surgeon  ;  all  had. 


ARMY  LIFP: 


to  be  done  by  themselves.  After  trying,  with  no  effect,  to  prevail 
upon  them  to  go  on  board  the  snnitary  commission  boats,  I  left 
them  to  seek  for  others.  I  visited  the  landing  and  assisted  in 
unloading  a  train  of  wounded.  I  found  one  of  my  old  school- 
mates, with  his  shoulder  dislocated.  I  told  him  I  would  find  him 
a  good  place  on  the  steamer,  and  he  could  go  home.  At  this  time, 
one  of  the  two  I  had  not  long  since  left,  repented,  and  wnshed  to 
go  home.  I  now  had  something  to  do  to  find  a  good  berth  for 
them  on  the  boat.  I  bade  them  follow  me.  I  told  the  surgeon 
in  charge  that  1  had  a  couple  of  wounded  men  who  needed  great 
care.  He  ordered  me  to  the  next  boat  alongside,  where  I  would 
find  good  accommodations,  and  away  we  went.  Notwithstanding 
hospital  stewards  and  nurses  forbidding  our  entering  the  cabin, 
I  pushed  forward  and  obtained  a  good  mattress  in  a  pleasant  pait 

Boys  Get  the  Best  There  Is. 

of  the  boat,  where  there  was  good  ventilation.  After  seeing- 
them  comfortable,  and  my  errand  accomplished,  I  bade  them 
God  speed,  hoping  soon  to  see  them  again  on  duty.  I  might 
describe  the  scenes  on  board  these  boats,  but  I  forbear  ;  it  was 
too  awful  to  picture. 

At  10  o'clock  we  took  the  cars  for  Savage  Station,  where  we. 
arrived  about  o  p.  m.  A  shower  coming  up,  and  the  where- 
abouts of  our  regiment  being  unknown,  we  concluded  to  stay 
here  through  the  night.  I  had  not  long  been  here  before  I 
learned  the  fate  of  our  company  to  be  10  killed  and  29  wounded. 
Poor  S3'lvester  Johnson  was  among  the  slain.  He  fell  at  the' 
last  rally,  and  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  The  order  to  retreat  had 
been  given,  and  our  men  were  slowl}'  falling  back,  but  continually 
pouring  volley  after  volley  into  the  blood-thirsty  enemy.  Here 
he  fell  dead,  and  his  body  lay  to  be  ravaged  by  the  enemy. 

The  next  morning  we  hastened  to  camp,  a  couple  of  miles 
distant,  having  learned  the  direction.  We  had  occasion  to  pass^ 
Gen.  Couch's  tent,  whereupon  we  were  hailed  by  the  general,, 
and  said  he  :  "  Boys,  wdiere  have  you  been?  "  We  told  him. 
"  What  regiment  do  you  belong  to  ?  "  "  Tenth  Massachusetts," 
was  the  reply.  "You  need  to  be  proud  of  your  gallant  regi- 
ment, boys  ;  the\'  did  nobly  in  the  late  battle,  but  you  will  not 
find  all  your  comrades  there." 

We  passed  mournfully  along,  and  soon  joined  our  shattered 
regiment.  Thirty-nine  had  gone  from  our  company.  Captain 
Miller  saw^  me  coming  and  met  me,  bursting  into  tears.  The 
shock  was  too  great  for  me  ;  I  was  overpowered,  and  had  to  give 

Saddest  Hour  of  Life. 

way  to  tears,  also.  This  was  the  saddest  hour  of  my  life  ;  all 
around  me  w^ere  men  weeping  ;  those  men  who  four  days  before 
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were  immovable  by  shot  or  shell  wept  like  children  for  the  fallen. 
Brave  men  have  tender  hearts. 

On  May  81,  1S(32,  part  of  our  company  was  detailed  on 
fatigue  duty  to  build  corduroy  roads  not  far  from  camp.  Gen. 
Casey  occupied  the  front  line  ;  our  division  was  in  reserve  under 
Gen.  Couch.  About  1  p.  m.,  as  I  was  informed,  rapid  firing 
commenced  on  the  picket  line,  and  graduall}'  increased.  Gen. 
Casey's  troops  were  soon  out  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  were  pour- 
ing in  upon  them.  The  distance  between  the  picket  line  and 
Casey's  camps  being  so  short  and  the  enemy  having  massed  their 
troops  before  attacking  the  pickets,  it  was  a  surprise,  and  before 
Casey's  troops  were  well  disposed  their  lines  were  broken,  and 
the}^  fled  in  confusion,  but  not  without  desperate  fighting,  know- 
ing their  camps  were  lost  if  the}^  retreated.  Our  compan}^  was 
called  from  fatigue  duty,  line  of  battle  formed,  yet  nothing  at 
first  w^as  apprehended  but  a  skirmish.  All  knapsacks  were 
packed  and  piled.  It  soon  became  evident  that  a  general  engage- 
ment had  commenced,  and  bloody  work  was  in  prospect.  Our 
regiment  marched  to  the  front,  near  Casey's  line,  where  it  had 
dug  rifle  pits,  which  now  were  filled  with  water,  but  in  it  went 
to  escape  the  shot  and  shell  that  were  falling  and  bursting  all 
around. 

Soon  the  order  Forivard !  came,  and  away  it  w^ent  to 
meet  the  enemy.  Scarcely  had  it  formed  in  the  slashing  wdien 
the  enemy  fell  upon  them  in  immense  force  ;  then  it  received  the 
order  to  "fall  back  as  best  possible."  Two  of  our  company 
were  killed  here,  and  several  wounded.  The  regiment  fell  iDack 
to  near  the  rifle  pits,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  held  the  enemy 
in  check,  but,  owing  to  their  superior  force,  of  necessit}^  had  to 
give  way  or  be  captured.  Gen.  Keyes  at  their  head  led  them  by 
the  flank  on  a  rise  of  ground,  where  his  headquarters  had  been. 
Soon  the  enemy  appeared  again.  After  some  hesitancy  as  to 
whether  the}'  were  friend  or  foe,  a  rapid  fire  was  commenced  and 
continued  until  our  gallant  regiment  was  outflanked,  and  the}^ 
rallied  in  their  camp.  Here  they  waited  but  a  short  time  for 
the  enemy,  when  again  the  battle  raged  with  redoubled  fury. 

Our  bo3\s  now  had  a  tw^o-fold  purpose  at  stake  :  to  fight  for 
all  their  personal  property  and  for  victor}^  It  was  here  they 
fought  long  and  well,  as  the  dead  and  wounded  afterward  showed. 
But,  one  to  ten,  the  bravest  could  not  long  endure,  so,  for  the 
third  time,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  No  reinforcements  : 
How  much  longer  can  a  battalion  keep  in  check  an  army  so  brave 
as  their  foes  ?  A  few  hours  will  bring  destruction  to  part  of  our 
army  if  no  aid  is  rendered.  Our  troops  have  been  driven  two 
miles,  and  camps  occupied.  The  fourth  time  the  regiment  rallies 
and  the  men  fight  like  devils,  until  the  enemy  is  baffled,  and 
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night  saved  us.  Reinforcements  came  at  night,  so  what  remained 
of  the  regiment  fell  back  a  mile,  not  to  rest,  l)ut  to  mourn  over 

iVlore  Than  Half  the  Company  Killed  or  Wounded. 

the  lost.  More  than  half  of  our  company  fell,  killed  or  wounded. 
No  blankets,  no  knapsacks,  nothing  to  eat  ;  all  lost,  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

Who  can  picture  such  a  scene  of  mental  and  physical  suffer- 
ing, after  five  hours  of  the  bloodiest  fighting,  in  mud  and  water 
waist  deep,  then  to  fall  back,  worn  out  and  hungry,  to  lie  down 
on  the  wet  ground  in  the  cold  night  air  without  a  covering. 
Will  any  one  hesitate  to  feel  proud  of  such  men,  who  endure  all 
this  without  a  murmur  ? 

Who  would  not  rather  die  upon  such  a  battle-field  than  to 
waste  a  life  in  indolence  ?  Many  do  not  appreciate  the  honors 
of  the  fallen  brave  as  well  as  a  soldier.  The  necessity  of  the  life 
makes. us  hardened,  and  we  pass,  almost  unnoticed,  scenes  that 
once  would  strike  terror  to  our  very  hearts.  It  is  not  because  we 
are  hardened  against  all  purity,  sincerity,  devotion  or  affection  ; 
it  is  not  because  we  men,  together,  care  nothing  for  another's 
life.  Military  discipline  demands  ever}^  one  to  be  self-reliant  and 
dependent  upon  himself  for  every  word,  act,  and  deed  ;  each  is  a 
complete  and  responsible  machine.  Soldiers  are  true  under  good 
discipline.  We  have  men  here  whom  I  know  will  stand  by  under 
any  circumstances  while  a  drop  of  their  best  blood  lasts.  All 
the  finer  feelings  and  admirations  of  youth  will  not  be  lost  with 
the  service  ;  they  are  hidden  ;  experience  is  purifying  them,  and 
preparing  us  better  to  be  men  and  to  love  and  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  this  world  as  it  Avas  designed  for  man.    But  to  the  battle-field . 

Only  a  few  of  the  wounded  could  be  brought  away  the  first 
night,  as  the  enemy  occupied  the  battle-field.  Reinforcements 
hurried  along  during  the  r.ight.  The  next  morning  Gen.  Sickles 
with  his  brigade  charged  upon  the  enemy  with  a  yell  and  drove 
them  back  with  great  slaughter.     In  some  instances  the  enemy 

Bayonetted  to  Trees. 

were  pierced  to  trees  with  the  bayonets  of  our  troops,  so  hotl\- 
were  they  pursued.  I  saw  one  man  myself  who  had  received  a 
sabre-bayonet  through  his  body. 

Every  company,  when  possible,  seeks  their  own  dead  and 
wounded,  so  our  boys,  the  day  after  the  battle,  went  in  search  of 
the  dead  find  wounded.  All  iDut  one  was  found  that  da\',  and  he 
was  the  one  I  have  spoken  of  finding  at  the  cars  at  White  House 
landing.  The  enemy  was  so  recently  driven  from  the  ground 
that  no  burying  parties  were  sent  out  that  day.  Monday  every- 
thing was  quiet,  both  armies  burying  their  dead.    Six  of  our 
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company  were  laid  in  one  grave— three  sergeants  and  three 
privates.  They  all  fell  within  a  space  of  thirty  feet,  dying  with- 
out a  struggle.  No  blankets  to  cover  some  of  them,  and  nothing 
but  a  cap  or  a  few  leaves  to  cover  their  faces.  They  were  covered 
with  earth,  never  more  to  be  seen  by  man. 

I  lingered  long  around  that  grave.  Comrade  Sylvester 
Johnson  was  buried  there.  Man}'  a  time  I  examined  the  spot 
where  he  fell,  for  it  was  yet  red  with  his  blood.  His  pockets  had 
been  emptied,  it  was  evident,  for  near  by  I  found  part  of  a  well- 
known  picture  case.  He  was  shot  through  the  head.  He  strug- 
gled through  ever}^  rally  and  check  of  the  enemy,  and  after  the 
order  to  "  fall  back"  had  been  given,  he,  almost  the  last  to  give 
way,  at  the  last  moment  of  the  battle,  fell  dead.  His  remains 
in  three  weeks  afterwards  were  taken  up.  Fortunately  he  was 
laid  on  the  outside,  making  it  much  easier  to  move  the  body. 
I  was  there,  and  though  tedious  the  task,  I  was  glad  to  undertake 
it,  knowing  it  would  be  a  consolation  to  his  brothers  and  sisters 
to  have  his  remains  deposited  in  his  native  town.  One  of  the 
selectmen  of  Greenwich  came  and  took  charge  of  the  body.  I 
took  a  farewell  look  at  him  after  laying  him  in  the  coffin  ;  he 
Avhom  I  had  daily  been  associated  with  for  a  3^ear,  who  had 
talked  of  the  future  and  its  bright  prospects,  the  happy  times  in 
store  for  him  wdien  he  returned  to  his  home  and  fireside  ;  but 
there  he  lay  a  mouldering  mass  ;  no  features  discernible  ;  his 
hair  and  teeth  alone  to  identify  him.  Farewell,  dear  Sylvester  ; 
cherished  as  a  brother  by  me.  I  will  mourn  my  loss  of  a  true 
soldier  and  hero.  Thy  example  shall  be  my  motto  :  to  faithfully 
and  honestly  fulfil  every  duty  to  the  greatest  sacrifice. 

The  dead  were  buried  two  days  before  I  joined  the  regiment, 
but  I  learned  all  particulars  from  the  bo}'s. 

We  threw  up  another  line  of  breastworks  and  rifle  pits,  and 
camped  near  them.  Gen.  Keyes,  a  w^eek  after  the  battle,  came 
riding  along,  and  inquired  what  regiment  lay  there.  "Tenth 

The  Brave  Tenth. 

Massachusetts,"  was  the  repl}'.  Says  he:  "That  is  the  very 
regiment  I  came  to  see."  After  inquiring  for  the  general  health, 
spirit  and  comfort  of  the  men,  he  continued  :  "I  came  on  purpose 
to  see  you  ;  at  the  battle  last  Saturday  you  saved  the  left  wing 
of  the  army.  Great  praise  and  honor  is  due  you,  and  I  will  see 
that  justice  is  done  you  in  the  report." 

Every  morning  we  turned  out  at  8  o'clock  and  stood  in  line 
until  da}^  break,  to  prevent  a  surprise  if  the  enemy  made  an 
attack.  Nothing  occurred  of  great  note  until  June  26,  when 
Jackson  fell  upon  our  right  wing.  Two  days  before  heavy  firing 
and  quite  a  fight  took  place  in  front  of  the  old  battle-fields.  I 
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Avas  left  to  draw  rations,  so  did  not  march  with  the  reginieiit,  Init 
afterward  went  in  search,  hoping  to  join  them.  Not  being' suc- 
cessful, I  remained  in  the  rear  of  a  battery,  the  i^d  New  Jersey, 
and  witnessed  a  grand  display  of  artillery  firing.  Occasionally  a 
shell  would  go  whizzing  near  us,  but  all  were  safe.  On  the  left 
of  the  battery  volley  after  volley  of  musketry  was  lieard,  and  the 
smoke  could  be  seen  curling  above  the  tops  of  the  trees  ;  an 
engagement  had  commenced.  A  mass  of  troops  came  out  of'  the 
woods,  fell  back  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  formed  in  line  of 
T^attle,  and  marched  forward  to  meet  the  enemy.  Reinforcements 
were  coming  up  on  the  double  quick,  lines  of  battle  formed,  and 
in  turn  marched  toward  the  woods.  Soon  firing  commenced,  and 
in  they  dashed  ;  in  a  moment  thousands  of  rifles  were  hurling 
•deadly  messengers  through  the  ranks  of  the  eneni}-,  who  were 
■speedily  driven  back,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased,  our  troops  hold- 
ing the  ground. 

Our  regiment  was  in  front,  but  to  the  right  of  the  battery, 
so  it  did  not  share  in  the  slaughter.  It  was  a  fearful  night  on 
picket  duty  without  blanket  or  fire.  Every  man  had  to  keep 
awake  and  on  the  lookout,  for  the  enem}-  in  front  could  be  dis- 
tinctly heard  and  giving  orders.  Knapp  accidentally  shot  his 
hand  that  night.  The  next  day  I  went  with  some  meat  and  coffee 
for  the  bo3'S,  but  going  too  near  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  the 
piece  was  uncomfortable  while  the  bullets  were  whizzing  around 
me.    You  may  believe  1  took  my  coffee  and  scattered. 

Such  Cannonading. 

The  next  day  such  a  cannonading  I  never  heard.  It  was 
like  volleys  of  rapid  musketr}'  ;  it  was  a  continuous  roar  of  can- 
non for  half  a  da}^  without  cessation. 

Friday,  the  27th,  we  had  orders  to  march  at  2  p.  m.  All 
was  destroyed  that  we  could  not  carry.  At  the  time  appointed 
we  marched  toward  Savage  Station,  stacked  arms,  and  awaited 
orders.  At  dusk  they  came.  After  crossing  the  railroad  above 
the  depot,  we  hurried  along  as  fast  as  po.ssible  until  about  eleven 
o'clock.  The  firing  in  front  had  not  ceased.  High  in  the  air  the 
shells  were  bursting,  casting  their  lurid  and  blazing  fire  through 
the  heavens.  After  halting  and  forming  into  line,  we  deployed 
as  skirmishers  to  prevent  all  passing  to  the  rear.  For  an  hour 
we  performed  this  duty,  when  all  became  quiet,  and  we  had  a 
•chance  to  sleep  an  hour,  when  the  order  came  :  "  Fall  in  innne- 
■diately!  "  And  away  we  went,  retracing  our  steps  of  the  first 
part  of  the  night,  reaching  the  station  at  day -break.  We  hurried 
along,  without  stopping  a  moment,  until  we  reached  W^hite  Oak 
creek,  when  we  made  coffee,  and  then  marched  three  or  four 
miles  farther,  where  our  company  had  to  go  on  picket  duty,  but 
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were  relieved  at  night.  After  drinking  freel}^  of  coffee  and  eating: 
a  few  hardtacks,  I  was  refreshed,  slept,  and  the  next  morning 
was  ready  for  any  fate. 

At  10  a.  m.  picket  firing  was  heard  in  front,  so  we  hastih" 
fell  in  and  moved  into  the  road  in  readiness.  The  firing  grew 
more  rapid  ;  a  six-pounder  opened,  gave  them  a  few  shells,  and  all 
was  quiet.  About  two  hundred  rebel  cavalr}^  fell  upon  our 
pickets,  and  were  mistaken  as  to  our  numbers.  They  left  fifty 
empty  saddles  and  as  many  prisoners. 

At  4  p.  m.,  with  ten  hardtacks,  a  little  coffee,  and  canteen 
of  water,  we  took  up  the  march  in  a  southerly  direction,  seem- 
ingl}^  taking  every  cart-path  and  the  worst  roads  to  be  found. 
At  dark  we  turned  into  the  fields  and  rested  for  an  hour  or  two. 
We  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  not  speak  aloud,  as  if  an  enemy 
were  near.  It  seemed  strange  to  all ;  many,  in  consequence, 
were  somewhat  frightened.  I  almost  came  to  the  conclusion  we 
were  laying  in  ambush  for  the  enemy,  but  soon  the  order  passed 
along  in  a  whisper,  "  Fall  in,"  and  we  continued  our  marcli 
through  the  woods  until  daylight.    That  was  the  hardest  night's. 

Hardest  March  of  the  Campaign. 

work  I  ever  experienced  ;  for  twelve  hours  our  knapsacks  were 
not  taken  off.  Through  woods  so  dark  it  was  impossible  to  see 
three  feet  in  any  direction,  and  the  roads  very  muddy,  such  a  vast 
column  moving  over  them  with  artillery,  made  it  very  slow  trav- 
eling, frequently  not  going  half  a  mile  in  an  hour.  After  mid- 
night at  every  stop,  if  not  for  more  than  two  or  three  minutes,  the 
whole  column  would  sink  to  the  ground  without  regard  to  mud 
or  water.  Here  it  was  that  many  slept  w^hile  marching.  At  any 
halt  they  would  sink  and  rise  with  the  mass,  and  for  a  time  move 
on  unconsciously.  One  of  our  company  told  me  that  he  marched 
the  latter  part  of  the  night  asleep. 

That  night,  crossing  White  Oak  swamp,  I  cannot  picture  it,, 
the  march  was  so  long,  dismal  and  drear3\  How  anxiously  we 
looked  for  the  first  dawn  of  day,  and  how  gladl}'  we  hailed  its. 
first  beaming  rays.  At  sunrise  we  passed  through  the  woods  and 
entered  a  wheat  field,  covering  almost  a  square  mile,  ready  for 
the  sickle.  It  was  shoulder  high,  and  thick  with  weeds  and 
clover.  We  marched  through  it  and  stacked  arms,  threw  off  our 
knapsacks,  spread  our  rubber  blankets,  slept  two  or  three  hours 
and  felt  refreshed.  This  was  Haxall's  landing,  on  the  James 
river.  After  going  to  its  bank  and  refreshing  in  its  waters,  I 
returned  to  the  regiment  to  rest.  Eating  was  out  of  the  question. 
I  had  nothing  my  appetite  craved. 

This  was  June  30,  and  one  of  the  hottest.  The  sun  poured 
its  scorching  rays  on  our  weak  and  exhausted  bodies,  but  we  had 
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patiently  to  endure  it  without  even  a  leaf  for  a  shelter.  At  2  p.  ni. 
we  took  arms  and  moved  toward  the  woods,  expecting-  to  cam|> 
for  the  night  and  rest,  but  how  we  were  disappointed.  It  was 
the  forerunner  of  a  blocdy  battle.  After  marching  into  the  edges 
of  the  woods  we  left  our  knapsacks  and  started  double  quick  to 
the  front.  Away  we  went  as  fast  as  possible,  for  two  or  three 
miles,  when  I  gave  out  and  sank  exhausted.  My  afflicted  side- 
could  not  endure  more.  I  was  compelled  to  give  up  and  the  reg- 
iment was  soon  out  of  sight.  While  resting  I  was  joined  by 
two  or  three  from  our  company.  Night  was  fast  approaching." 
and  we  could  not  find  the  regiment  so  we  returned  to  the  knap- 
sacks.   The  next  day  was  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Fight  Like  Devils,  But  No  Credit  Given. 

Our  division  (then  Couch's)  took  the  most  prominent  part 
and  no  credit  has  ever  been  given  them  in  official  reports.  Our 
regiment  was  very  active  and  did  good  fighting,  every  man  fir- 
ing sixty  rounds.  The  enemv  made  a  desperate  charge  to  turn 
our  flank  but  met  with  repulse  and  bloody  slaughter.  The  po- 
sition of  a  battery  in  rear  of  our  regiment  made  sad  havoc  with 
our  own  men.  While  firing  grape  and  canister  several  were 
killed  and  a  lieutenant  lost  an  arm.  Major  ^liller  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  and  towards  the  last  of  the  battle  was 
wounded  in  the  neck  by  a  sharpshooter.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
wnth  several  of  our  company's  wounded  and  conveyed  to  Rich- 
mond in  an  army  wagon,  where  he  died  two  weeks  after. 

We  lost  the  best  man  in  the  regiment  when  Major  Miller 
fell.  He  it  was  that  led  the  regiment  into  battle  at  Fair  Oaks, 
after  Col.  Briggs  was  wounded  and  rallied  them  so  many  times. 
He  was  a  father  to  all,  and  one  of  the  bravest  men  that  ever  fell 
on  a  battlefield.  We  had  eleven  wounded  in  our  company,  only 
one  of  whom  died  and  he  in  Richmond,  a  prisoner  at  the  time. 
He  w^as  shot  through  the  mouth  and,  unable  to  take  nourish- 
ment, starved  to  death.  Lieut.  Shurtleff,  in  command  of  our 
company,  (now  Capt. )  was  wounded  in  the  breast  and  fell,  but 
his  mighty  strength  and  spirit  sustained  him  for  a  time.  Not 
daunted  by  his  wound  he  remained  long  with  his  company  and 
not  until  urged  did  he  reluctantly  leave  the  field. 

Who  could  hesitate  to  fight  with  such  a  leader?  I  wish  we 
had  more  such  men.  Tomorrow,  the  loth,  we  expect  to  march 
and  perhaps  before  many  days  we  may  go  into  action  with  Ca]^t. 
Shurtleff  at  our  head  and  I  trust  we  shall  give  a  good  account 
of  Company  H.  We  claim  the  best  of  fighting  stock  and  intend 
while  there  is  honor  in  doing  duty,  to  strictly  perform  every 
task. 

But  to  Malvern  Hill.  The  enemy  made  a  desperate  effort  to 
break  our  lines  that  day,  but  our  position  was  too  well  chosen 
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-•and  the  disposition  of  our  troops  too  well  made  to  be  broken. 
The  eneni}'  came  ont  of  the  woods  in  three  lines  and  advanced ; 
but  scarcely  had  they  taken  their  position  when  shot,  shell, 
grape,  canister  and  bullets  fell  among  them  like  rain,  breaking 
their  lines  and  throwing  them  into  confusion.  Several  times 
broken,  as  many  times  the^^  rallied.  At  last  to  make  one  grand 
effort  they  formed  in  four  ranks,  four  lines  of  battle  extending 
over  a  mile  in  length.  A  frightful  struggle  commenced.  The 
■enemy  charged  on  our  right ;  after  a  severe  contest  the}^  are  cut 
to  pieces,  leaving  a  stand  of  colors  in  front  of  our  regiment 
wdiich  were  taken  by  the  36th  N.  Y.  On  our  center  the  battle 
raged  and  the  enemy  advanced,  our  fire  increased  and  the  enemy 
wavered.  Mighty  gaps  were  made  by  shot  and  shell  but  were 
•quickly  closed  and  continued  to  approach  the  mouths  of  our 
rifles  and  cannon  until  their  front  line  gives  way,  apparently 
melting.  The  second  shares  a  similar  fate.  The  third  disor- 
dered b}^  loss  and  confusion  of  the  others,  breaks  and  runs  and 
so  with  the  fourth,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 

Shells  Save  the  Day. 

The  eneni}^  tried  again  to  rally  but  our  gunboats  were  throwing 
■one  hundred  and  two  hundred  pound  shells  among  them,  render- 
ing all  hopes  of  making  another  attack  in  vain.  So  closed  one  of 
the  bloodiest  battles  of  the  war. 

After  the  battle  the  regiment  fell  back  and  early  next  morn- 
ing returned  to  their  knapsacks,  filled  their  haversacks  with  hard 
bread  and  a  little  coffee  and  took  up  the  march  towards  Harri- 
son's Landing.  We  had  scarcely  started  when  it  commenced  to 
rain.  The  mud  in  an  hour  was  knee  deep.  The  roads  were 
filled  with  artillery  and  wagons,  the  troops  marching  as  best 
they  could  on  the  sides  of  the  road  and  in  the  woods.  Hundreds 
-of  wounded  were  making  their  way  to  the  landing.  The  ambu- 
lances were  filled  and  many  had  to  walk  or  be  captured.  Poor 
consolation  to  a  wounded  man  but  worth  striving  for. 

I  saw  one  man  on  horseback,  with  his  leg  badly  shattered 
scarcely  able  to  ride,  but  determined  not  to  be  left.  Capt.  Shurt- 
leff  made  the  tedious  journey  to  the  landing  where  he  went  on 
board  the  asnitary  commission  boat.  The  army  halted  at  Har- 
rison's Landing  in  a  wdieat  field  of  several  hundred  acres.  In  a 
few  hours  it  was  a  vast  waste  and  mud  hole. 

Two  days  after  we  advanced  two  miles,  took  our  position 
and  threw  up  breastworks.  Fatigue  duty  commenced  in  earnest. 
Building  forts,  redoubts  and  cutting  timber  occupied  a  month, 
then  came  digging  wells  fort}^  feet  deep  and  fitting  camp  to  our 
comfort.  As  soon  as  everything  was  completed  for  our  comfort, 
■orders  came  for  its  evacuation.     After  packing  for  the  march, 
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we  had  an  amusing  time  making  effigies  for  the  Ijenefit  of  the 
cneni}^  when  they  came.    Some  were  dressed  in  militar>-  st^de 

Effigies  Deceive  the  Rebel. 

with  knapsack  and  musket  and  posted  on  the  breastworks  as  a 
sentinel.  Others  were  mounted  on  okl  horses  left  to  die.  Wooden 
cannon  mounted  with  straw  artillerists  to  man  them,  some 
swinging  to  trees  by  their  necks,  a  hint  to  Jeff  and  his  leaders. 
So  many  of  these  were  placed  along  the  lines  they  had  an  effect 
in  keeping  back:  the  enemy.  vSaturday  morning,  August  Ki,  we 
left  Harrison's  Landing  and  halted  five  miles  below,  near 
Charles  City  court  house.  The  next  morning  we  started  early 
and  made  the  longest  march  since  we  have  been  in  the  service  ; 
having  previously  shipped  our  knapsacks  on  transports  we  were 
prepared  to  make  a  rapid  march.  We  travelled  about  twentv- 
eight  miles  and  as  the  sun  was  going  down  we  crossed  the  Chick- 
ahominy  at  its  mouth  over  a  pontoon  bridge  2()0()  feet  long,  and 
halted  for  the  night. 

We  were  now  safe  from  any  attack  from  the  enemy.  The 
-enemy  were  held  in  check  by  our  cavalry  at  Malvern  Hill  until 
SundaN'  morning  when  the}^  fell  back  within  the  fortifications  at 
Harrison's  Landing  and  prepared  for  battle.  The  enemy  rapidly 
followed  their  retreat,  forming  line  of  battle  in  front  of  the 
breastwork,  as  for  an  attack.  It  being  nearly  night,  our 
wooden  guns  and  straw  sentinels  were  an  anxiety  to  them,  who 
thought  we  had  a  large  force  waiting  for  them,  so  they  remained 
in  line  until  night  closed  the  scene,  when  our  cavalry  withdrew 
and  left  them  alone  in  their  glory  and  nionarchs  of  all  they  sur- 
veyed. The  next  morning  they  had  a  clear  road  to  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  our  cavalry  having  crossed  at  two  A.  M.  They  came 
in  sight  during  the  day  but  remembering  the  shells  thrown  from 
our  gunboats  at  Malvern  Hill  they  preferred  to  keep  the  dis- 
tance good  between  them  and  the  boats.  A  few  lazy  and  some 
sick  were  left  and  taken  prisoners.  On  the  whole  it  was  a  grand 
affair,  we  saved  everything  and  had  plenty  of  provision. 

The  next  day  we  marched  through  Williamsl)urg  and 
lialted  midway  between  there  and  Yorktown.  We  were  too  much 
fatigued  to  travel  farther  until  we  had  rested.    All  were  suffer- 

Suffering  From  Sore  Feet. 

ring  terribly  with  sore  feet  and  lameness.  The  dryness  of  the 
roads,  the  oppressive  heat  and  scarcity  of  water  caused  much 
^^uffering. 

Wednesday,  the  -lOth,  we  passed  through  Yorktown  and  halted 
on  the  bank  of  the  York  river  in  a  beautiful  place  for  rest  and 
amusement.     A  good  place  for  fishing,  foraging  and  bathing. 
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It  became  evident  we  were  about  to  leave  the  peninsula,  so  what 
we  could  find  we  claimed  and  confiscated,  not  wishing  to  leave  a 
straw  that  would  betiefit  the  enemy.  The  country  was  scoured 
for  miles  and  well  drained  of  potatoes,  fruits,  fowls,  pigs  and 
beef.  Many  needlessly  destroyed  propert}^  and  cattle.  When  I 
say  cattle  were  killed  in  the  yard  of  the  owner  and  the  liver  and 
heart  only  taken,  I  tell  the  truth.  It  was  cruel  so  to  do,  but  the 
owners  were  enemies,  so  it  was  done  to  show  their  anger  and 
feelings  towards  them. 

For  nine  days  we  fished,  foraged,  rambled  about,  tore  down 
the  rebel  works  at  Yorktown  and  then  embarked  for  Alexandria 
where  we  arrived  vSept.  1st.  The  regiment  at  once  marched  to- 
ward Centreville  to  aid  McClellan  in  checking  the  enemy  after 
Pope's  defeat.  After  hurrying  through  a  severe  rain  for  nine 
miles  their  orders  were  countermanded  and  next  morning  they 
reached  Chain  Bridge.  Here  provisions  were  plentiful,  so  the 
boys  had  all  they  wished.  I  was  left  with  -the  baggage  with 
one  from  every  company  in  the  regiment.  I  visited  the  84th, 
who  were  encamped  a  couple  of  miles  from  the  dock,  wdiere  I  was 
stationed.    It  was  here  I  heard  the  fate  of  Lieut.  Fred  Bemis. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  we  went  on  board  a  steamer 
with  all  our  baggage  bound  for  Georgetown,  where  we  occupied 
a  coal  shed  as  our  headquarters.  I  spent  two  weeks  rambling 
about  Georgetown  and  Washington  enjoying  myself  as  well  as 
one  could  in  a  ragged  uniform.  I  went  to  church  two  Sundays 
in  ni}-  rags,   made  so  l^y  active  and  toilsome  service.  The 

How  Lovely  is  Zion. 

preaching  was  pleasing  and  brought  to  mind  the  mau}^  Sabbaths 
spent  in  church  in  our  quiet  little  town.  I  reflected  on  the  past 
year;  no  church  had  I  entered,  scarcely  had  I  been  under  a  roof, 
scarcely  a  prayer  had  I  heard.  The  voices  of  the  choir  w^ere 
like  those  in  our  church.  The  sermon  w^as  similar.  The  same 
happiness  seemed  to  dwell  there  as  I  was  wont  to  share,  but  now 
alone  I  occupy  a  rear  seat  in  a  rusty  uniform  while  surrounded 
by  pride  and  the  height  of  fashion. 

It  made  me  feel  sad  to  think  I  had  friends  at  church  listen- 
ing to  the  same  kind  of  preaching  and  singing,  while  I  was 
alone,  no  one  to  converse  with,  or  to  even  hear  a  word  of  kind- 
ness for  the  suffering  soldier.  I  could  bear  all  for  I  had  long 
learned  to  look  well  to  myself,  then  I  should  better  bear  the  ills 
and  trials  of  this  world. 

On  the  T2th  we  moved  to  Georgetown  Heights  and  re- 
mained until  the  17th,  then  started  for  the  regiment  which  was 
in  the  vicinity  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  after  the  enemy.  For  two 
weeks  I  had  not  heard  of  their  movements  and  do  not  know^ 
fully,  so  I  cannot  describe  the  route  they  took  after  crossing" 
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into  Maryland  and  their  marches  to  Harper's  Ferry.  It  was  at- 
tended with  great  fatigue,  but  owing  to  the  abundance  of  fruit 
and  potatoes,  they  fared  better  than  during  any  other  course  of 
marches. 

Leaving  Georgetown  Heights  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Antie- 
tam  we  made  rapid  marches  through  Ten  ally  town,  Darnestown, 
Adamstown,  Jefferson  and  Sharpsburg,  halting  only  at  night, 
making  in  three  days  a  distance  of  between  sixty  and  seventy 
miles.  On  Sunday  I  visited  the  battlefield  of  Antietam.  It  was 
then  the  fourth  day  after  the  battle  and  hundreds  were  vet  un- 
buried.  Graves  were  dug  large  enough  for  a  hundred  bodies. 
The  mangled  and  decaying  corpses  were  dragged  in  and  cov- 
ered with  earth;  it  was  a  shocking  sight  never  to  be  forgotten. 

Can't  Describe  Antietam  Battlefields. 

To  describe  the  battlerield  as  I  saw  it  would  be  too  sickening  so 
I  forbear.  Our  regiment  was  in  camp  near  Williamsport,  six 
miles  from  Sharpsburg,  where  we  found  them  next  day,  after  be- 
ing separated  over  three  weeks.  The  company  had  received 
twenty-two  recruits,  who  joined  the  company  at  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  but  fortunately  were  not  engaged.  Our  division  had 
been  sent  to  the  support  of  Harper's  Ferry  but  were  too  late;  it 
had  been  surrendered. 

A  great  portion  of  the  rebel  army  recrossed  at  Williams- 
port.  General  Couch  \vas  rapidly  pursuing  their  fl3'ing  col- 
umns in  hopes  to  cut  them  off,  but  their  numbers  were  too  great 
and  prepared  in  long  lines  of  battle  for  an  attack.  Our  forces 
were  compelled  to  withdraw  and  by  a  skillful  maneuvering  of 
cavalry  General  Couch  saved  his  men  from  a  hard  battle  if  not 
defeat.  Our  division  marched  in  line  to  meet  the  enemy  but  on 
approaching  their  lines  were  found  to  be  too  powerful ;  our  in 
fantry  fell  back  into  the  woods,  our  cavalry  took  the  front  in 

Swinging  Around  the  Circle  to  Some  Purpose. 

sight  of  the  enemy  and  kept  marching  in  a  circle  and  every  time 
the  color  bearer  came  round  he  carried  a  different  flag,  thus 
making  the  enemy  believe  we  had  a  great  force  of  cavalry. 
At  this  time  our  infantry  had  fallen  back  a  mile.  Parties  were 
sent  out  by  General  Couch  to  kindle  fires  in  the  woods  opposite 
the  enem^',  making  them  believe  our  forces  were  bivouacked  for 
the  night 

After  it  had  been  dark  some  time  and  the  fires  burning 
brightly  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  the  woods  and  kept  up 
a  brisk  fire  for  two  hours.  They  were  nicely  sold,  for  not  a 
soul  was  in  the  vicinity.  The  enemy  recrossed  during  the  night 
into  Virginia.  From  Williamsport  we  marched  to  Downsville, 
-six  miles,   where  w^e  encamped  until   the   14th    of  October, 
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suddenly,  under  light  marching  orders,  we  started  at  five  P.  M. 
passing  through  Downsville,  Williamsport  and  Clear  Springs, 
halting  in  a  cornfield  at  one  A.  M.  The  corn  and  stalks  were 
cut  together  and  bound  in  large  bundles.  With  these  we  made 
beds  which  though  hard  gave  us  a  little  rest  during  the  cold 
night.  Next  morning  at  seven  A.  M.  we  took  up  the  march  and 
halted  at  Hancock,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles  from  Clear  Springs 
and  thirty  from  Dov/nsville.  Hancock  is  a  thriving  town  on  the 
upper  Potomac  and  only  a  few  miles  from  Penns}- Ivania  line. 

Our  corps  was  sent  to  prevent  an  anticipated  flank  move- 
ment of  the  enemy.  Our  line  at  that  time  from  Washington  to 
Plancock  was  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  with  every  ford  and 
position  strongly  guarded.  The  canal,  river  and  railroad  run 
parallel  for  mau}^  miles.  We  suffered  here  with  the  cold  nights. 
At  midnight  of  the  third  night  we  took  up  the  march  and  halted 
about  sunrise  at  Cherry  Run,  eight  miles  below.  Here  we  had 
a  romantic  camp  in  a  deep  and  narrow  ravine,  with  its  might}' 
and  steep  banks  and  overhanging  trees.  The  rocky  bed  of  a 
once  turbulent  stream  and  the  tall  pines  and  drooping  cedars  gave 

Camped  In  a  Charming  Ravine. 

it  a  wild  yet  charming  appearance.  Pickets  were  sent  across  the 
river,  who  fared  sumptuoush'  on  the  fat  of  the  land  but  did  not 
see  a  Reb. 

Our  stay  here  was  six  days,  when  we  marched  to  Williams- 
port  and  camped  in  a  nice  grove  of  oak  and  walnut  timber  two 
days,  then  marched  to  Downsville  to  our  old  camp  where  we 
hoped  to  spend  a  few  days  in  quietude,  but  onl}^  to  be  disap- 
pointed, for  on  the  second  morning  at  seven  we  were  on  the  road 
to  Auroraville,  twelve  miles,  where  we  spent  the  night.  Turned 
out  at  half  past  two  next  morning,  got  breakfast  (hard  tack  , 
pork  and  coffee)  and  started  with  daylight,  halting  at  Berlin,  a 
town  on  the  Potomac,  six  miles  below  Harper's  Ferry.  On  the 
morning  of  Nov.  3d,  we  crossed  the  river  on  pontoons  and 
halted  after  marching  seven  miles.  Tuesday  we  marched  tw^elve 
miles  to  Unionville  and  encamped  on  the  ground  where  General 
Stuart  and  Pleasanton's  cavalry,  a  few  days  previously,  had  a 
severe  engagement.  In  two  days  more  reached  WHiite  Plains 
and  obtained  some  good  mutton  for  supper. 

Through  all  our  marches  in  Maryland  and  ^^irginia  we  had 
been  unable  to  get  much  fresh  meat  and  now  a  good  chance 
offered  and  a  good  moon.  A  flock  of  mau}^  hundred  sheep  was 
near  and  you  may  believe  me  when  I  say  a  hundred  of  them  had 
the  w^ool  pulled  over  their  eyes  by  our  regiment  before  morning- 
All  the  next  day  mutton  came  in  and  was  speedily  cooked. 
Everything  was  filled  with  mutton,  so  were  our  stomachs. 
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When  the  sheep  became  scarce  and  wild,  renderiiig-  neither- 
mutton  nor  sport  for  the  adventurer  the  chase  was  abandoned  and 
we  marched  to  New  Baltimore. 

During  our  stay  General  McClellan  was  superseded  In- 
Burnside  and  made  his  farewell  visit  to  his  troops.  Nov.  IS  we 
reached  Stalford  Court  House,  having  marched  thirty-six  miles 
in  three  days  over  stony  roads,  with  little  rest,  carrying  a  heav\- 
knapsack  and  short  of  provisions. 

We  camped  in  a  nice  field  but  rain  the  next  night  drove  me 
out  of  my  tent, wetting  my  blankets  and  everything  through.  As 
the  water  ran  down  the  incline  each  in  turn  had  to  prevent  its 
course  from  being  calamitous  to  his  dry  goods,  consequently  deep 
ditches  were  dug  and  the  water  ran  to  those  below,  then  came 
their  turn  to  change  its  course  and  so  it  was  through  the  regi- 
ment.    Many  of  the  indolent  and  slothful  had  wet  blankets  and 

Sleep  In  a  iVlud-Hole. 

knapsacks  in  consequence.  It  was  a  perfect  mud  hole  for  several 
days  so  the  regiment  moved  to  higher  ground.  Wood  and  water 
were  plentiful  and  good.  For  the  first  time  in  three  weeks  we 
had  a  good  rest,  plent}^  of  provisions  and  a  good  chance  to  breathe 
freely,  knowing  a  few  days  and  perhaps  weeks,  would  find  us 
quietly  encamped  at  Stafford. 

We  knew  not  why  the  delaA%  it  seemed  strange  to  us,  with 
such  favorable  weather  and  nothing  that  we  could  see  to  hinder, 
but  after  the  Fredericksburg  disaster  soon  we  learned.  Dec.  oth 
we  marciied,  crossing  the  railroad  at  Brooks  Station  and  halting- 
near  Belle  Plain,  on  Smoke  Hill,  so  named  b}^  the  boys  from  the 
quantity  of  smoke  always  rising  from  the  camp  fires.  The  wood 
was  pine,  the  poorest  kind  of  wood  to  burn  green.  Being  cold, 
large  fires  were  needed  but  often  more  smoke  than  fire  was  ob- 
tained, hence  the  appellation  bestowed  on  the  hill.  Our  division 
soon  cleared  the  wood  as  far  as  we  encamped,  it  was  time  to 
move  and  on  the  11th  we  started  before  daylight  toward  the 
Rappahannock,  five  miles  away. 

As  soon  as  the  day  dawned  heavy  firing  commenced  on  the 
right  and  increased  with  the  da}-.  At  ten  we  w-ere  under  the  siege 
guns  shelling  the  city.  Here  we  lay  watching  and  wondering- 
what  was  to  be  done,  until  the  sun  was  setting,  wdien  the  order 
''Fall  in,"  rapidl}^  passed  through  the  division.  In  five  minutes 
we  were  moving  toward  the  river,  where  two  pontoon  bridges- 
had  just  been  laid.  In  as  man}-  more,  we  were  descending  its 
bank,  wdien  a  volley  from  rebel  sharpshooters  was  fired  into  our 
regiment.  At  the  very  instant  a  brass  batter}^  opened  over  our 
heads  upon  them ;  such  splendid  shots  I  think  never  before  were 
made. 
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'Twas  beautifully  grand  to  see  the  shells  burst  directl}'  over 
the  enemy,  who  would  fall  on  their  faces  at  the  instant,  then  run 
and  so  escaped.  During  the  shelling  the  2d  R.  I.  crossed  in 
-double  quick  on  the  lower  bridge,  deploying  as  skirmishers  as 
-soon  as  they  reached  the  opposite  bank.  We  crossed  on  the  upper 
"bridge,  supporting  them.  They  did  nobly ;  driving  the  enemy 
before  them  in  splendid  style.  I  never  so  expected  a  fight  or 
felt  more  like  it,  but  the  da}^  was  gone  and  almost  dark  so  the 
Rebs  retired  firing  a  few  volleys  over  our  heads.  We  advanced 
in  line  nearly  half  a  mile  with  the  pickets  in  front  and  remained 
through  the  night.  It  was  a  bitter  cold  night  without  an}^  fires 
and  we  kept  awake  most  all  night  on  watch. 

A  Jolly  Feast. 

Retiring  a  few  rods  and  stacking  arms  we  found  ourselves 
in  a  peach  orchard  with  several  buildings  nearb3^  A  guard  was 
placed  to  protect  the  property  that  an  hour  before  concealed  the 
enemy  who  fired  upon  us,  killing  one  and  wounding  several. 
The  guard  not  seeing  the  protection  of  rebel  property  in  that 
light  slyly  invited  their  comrades  in  and  had  a  jolly  feast,  such 
as  had  never  been  my  luck  before  to  enjo}'  in  the  service.  I  was 
among  the  first  to  sweeten  m^^  mouth  with  preserves  and  jellies. 
When  I  went  in  I  found  some  drinking  eggs,  eating  preserves, 
jellies,  pickled  peaches,  apples,  in  fact  all  the  good  things  a  com- 
fortable family  has.  In  the  milk  house, milk,  flour,  meal,  potatoes 
and  apples  were  found  ;  everything  was  deserted  that  day,  no 
anticipation  of  an  attack  being  apprehended  at  that  point.  The 
shelling  had  made  sad  havoc  with  the  buildings,  furniture  and 
bedding. 

Shells  had  burst  inside,  scattering  and  breaking  everything. 
One  had  burst  in  a  feather  bed  scattering  it  in  all  directions. 
Several  lay  under  the  bed, some  in  the  milk  house.  The  trees  in 
the  orchard  were  shattered  to  pieces,  showing  how  skillfully  had 
our  gunners  accomplished  their  work,  saving  us  many  lives. 
From  these  houses  the  R.  I.  boys  took  four  or  five  prisoners. 
After  feasting  on  goodies  and  thinking  of  the  morrow  and  my 
comrades  I  retired  with  what  I  wanted  and  wdiat  I  could  carr}^ 

Preparing  for  Advance. 

At  daylight  next  morning  our  troops  commenced  crossing 
and  before  noon  the  whole  arni}^  was  across  the  river  and  slowly 
advancing  to  the  enemy's  works  three  miles  in  front.  The  dis- 
position of  troops  in  line  of  battle,  the  crossing  of  artillery,  am- 
munition and  ambulances,  fitting  up  hospitals  preparator3^  to  the 
impending  battle,  occupied  the  whole  of  Friday  the  14th.  On 
-our  right  the  troops  had  been  equall}^  active  butmore  unfortunate 
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ill  crossing  the  river  as  you  have  read.  Saturday  inorniiig;  was 
very  foggy.  About  ten  the  fog  lifted  and  it  was  a  lovely  day. 
Soon  on  our  right  cannonading  and  musketry  were  distinctly 
heard.  The  fight  had  opened  ;  it  increased,  the  firing  extended 
to  our  left,  the  great  battle  had  commenced;  the  roar  of  artillerj^ 
mingled  with  the  rapid  crack  of  rifles  became  fearful  and  raged 
along  the  lines  for  hours. 

We  knew  not  of  the  progress  for  we  remained  where  we 
crossed  until  between  three  and  four  P.  M.,  when  we  marched  to 
the  left.  Soon  we  began  to  see  the  wounded  coming  in  ;  our  desti- 
nation was  evident;  calml^Mve  marched  along  curling  a  little  when 
a  shell  w^ould  go  whizzing  over  our  heads  or  fall  short  in  front  of 
lis.  We  passed  the  12th  Massachusetts  just  from  battle,  bloody 
and  worn  out.  Our  colonel  called  for  three  cheers  but  not  a  cheer 
went  up  for  they  once  paid  too  dearly  for  it  at  Fair  Oaks.  That 
battle  still  was  fresh  in  our  minds.  The  Pennsyh'ania  reserves 
had  been  driven  back  in  disorder  and  with  great  loss  and  we  were 
inarching  to  the  front;  the  eneni}'  were  secreted  in  the  woods. 
We  took  our  position  in  the  rear  of  a  battery,  when  the  eneni}^ 
opened  upon  it,  keeping  up  for  more  than  an  hour  a  continuous 
shower  of  shot  and  shell.  We  lay  on  our  faces  and  were  com- 
paratively safe. 

Recruit  Shot  by  Mud. 

The  shells  burst  over  us,  in  front  and  rear,  but  luckily  only 
one  man  in  the  regiment  was  wounded.  Scores  of  shot  and  shell 
fell  within  a  hundred  feet  of  us,  scattering  the  mud  and  earth 
around.  It  was  not  a  time  for  sport  but  I  had  to  laugh  to  see 
one  of  our  company  (a  recruit)  lying  a  few^  feet  from  me,  who 
had  been  struck  in  the  neck  with  a  piece  of  mud,  jump  up  and 
Tun  for  his  life  crying,  "I'm  killed."  He  returned  to  his  bundle 
of  cornstalks  when  he  found  himself  alive,  turning  his  back  to 
the  enemy  and  getting  as  low  into  the  ground  as  possible.  He 
was  not  badly  hurt  but  "somewhat  demoralized"  as  the  Zouave 
said. 

We  laid  here  until  dark  then  fell  back  to  the  river  for  the 
night.  Sunday  we  moved  near  the  bridges,  drew  rations  and 
held  ourselves  in  readiness.  The  battle  had  been  fought  on  our 
right,  but  we  were  not  knowing  to  the  fact.  Rumors  reached  us 
of  our  great  loss  and  ill  success.  We  placed  no  reliance  on  the 
reports  and  believed  the  battle  yet  to  come  and  the  enemy  driven 
from  his  stronghold.  Monday  before  daylight  we  moved  to  the 
front  to  support  General  Carr  whose  command  was  on  picket. 
We  laid  in  the  road  half  a  mile  from  the  enemy  and  in  sight  of 
their  pickets.  We  were  kept  in  suspense  all  day  expecting  to 
make  an  attack ;  but  the  day  passed  without  our  firing  a  shot.  At 
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one  time  during  the  afternoon  the  pickets  (the  rebs  and  oiirs> 
met,  had  a  good  chat,  drank  whiske}^  together  then  returned  to- 
their  posts.    So  passed  that  day. 

At  night  part  of  the  company  slept  ^^'hile  the  other  kept 
watch.  About  10  we  were  aroused  to  "fall  in"  rapidly  and  quieth' 
without  speaking  aloud.  Many  a  thought  passed  through  m^^ 
mind.  Was  it  to  be  a  night  attack,  move  to  the  right  or  left, 
throw  up  earth  works,  or  recross  the  river?  All  seemed  resigned 
and  read}^  for  any  fate  and  slowly  and  steadily  moved  with  the 
mass.  It  was  dark  and  the  wind  blowing  from  the  enem}^  en- 
abling us  to  withdraw  unknown  to  them.  Our  course  was  to- 
wards the  river,  where  w^e  halted  about  one  A.  M.,  our  brigade 
forming  in  line  above  the  bridges  covering  the  retreat  of  the  left 
wung. 

Saved  From  Slaughter  Pen. 

Between  two  and  three  o'clock  all  had  crossed  but  our  regi- 
ment, then  we  passed  swiftly  over  and  the  pontoons  were  taken 
up.  As  soon  as  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  was  reached  we 
breathed  freely  and  considered  ourselves  saved  from  the  greatest 
slaughter  pen  that  ever  man  was  led  into.  The  eneni}^  had  com- 
mand of  the  whole  plain  we  occupied  and  could  have  swept  us  at 
once  from  its  soil,  but  they  had  a  better  purpose,  by  waiting  un- 
til our  trains  and  provisions  had  crossed,  then  they  intended  to 
fall  upon  us  and  sweep  us  into  the  river,  destroying  our  arm^^  and 
capturing  our  trains  and  ammunition.  This  was  their  plan  as 
prisoners  have  told  us.  Tuesday  was  the  time  the}^  intended  tO' 
open  upon  us,  but  we  were  not  there,  saving  them  annuunition 
and  the  trouble  of  wiping  out  the  Yankees. 

After  crossing  the  river  and  marching  half  a  mile,  we  halted 
in  a  nice  field  to  remain  through  the  night,  but  as  it  commenced 
to  rain  we  must  be  in  it,  so  we  took  up  the  march  for  a  mile  and 
turned  into  the  brush  and  wood.  The  ground  was  too  wet  to  lie 
down  so  we  sat  on  our  knapsacks,  covered  our  heads  with  rubber 
blankets  and  slept  till  daylight.  When  a  man  can  sit  in  the  rain 
and  sleep  he  must  be  fatigued.  The  next  day  we  built  large 
fires,  dried  our  clothes  and  blankets,  drank  a  ration  of  whiskey 
(sixteen  men  to  a  quart;  fried  some  hard  tack,  drank  some 
coffee,  had  a  sleep  and  felt  all  right,  just  like  an  old  team  horse, 
ready  for  the  next  day's  work. 

After  remaining  here  three  days  we  went  on  picket  twenty- 
four  hours,  then  marched  to  the  camp  we  now  occupy,  three 
miles  from  Falmouth  and  two  from  the  river.  When  we  entered 
the  woods  they  were  so  dense  it  was  almost  impossible  to  form  a 
line,  but  now  every  tree  for  nearly  a  mile  has  been  cut  down  and 
burned. 
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Onr  position  for  camp  is  good,  water  near,  Init  wood  now 
is  scarce.  We  have  to  carry  it  a  mile  on  our  shoulders,  wliicli  is 
not  agreeable.  Some  of  the  boys  can  carr}-  as  much  as  a  nude; 
they  think  it  is  a  hard  way  to  defeat  the  rebels  carrying  wood, 
still  it  is  better  than  all  fight.  We  soon  began  to  live  better  after 
reaching  here  and  (jcneral  Hooker  assuming  command.  0^•ens 
were  built  to  bake  bread,  onions,  potatoes,  beets  and  turnips 
issued  and  furloughs  granted. 

I  must  tell  about  Burnside's  mud  campaign.  On  Jan.  2()th 
we  packed  e^'erything,  burned  our  houses,  received  twenty  extra 
rounds  of  cartridges,  formed  square,  heard  an  appeal  from  (jcn- 
real  Burnside  read,  stating  "we  were  once  more  about  to  meet 
the  enemy  and  hope  for  and  have  no  doubt  of  success  in  the  under- 
taking, etc  "  At  twelve  M.  we  marched  towards  the  railroad, 
crossed  at  Stoneman's  switch  above  Falmouth  and  following  the 
course  of  the  river  but  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy.  After  march- 
ing eight  miles  we  halted  in  an  oak  woods  for  the  night.  We 
had  just  got  our  tents  pitched  and  a  bed  of  leaves  made  when  it 
commenced  to  rain,  continuing  all  night.  The  next  morning  be- 
tween three  and  four  we  were  called  out  to  get  breakfast  and  move 
at  daylight,  which  we  did,  seeing  at  once  the  impossiblity  of 
moving  such  an  army,  for  alread}'  the  roads  were  impassable  for 
trains  and  artillery-.  We  had  not  gone  a  mile  before  artillerj- 
and  pontoons  were  stuck  fast ;  some  turned  over  and  deserted. 
As  we  continued  our  march  the  scene  was  worse.  The  road  was 
blocked  with  wagons  and  pontoons  and  impossible  to  get  them 
out.  On  the  right  in  a  field  where  a  battery  had  encamped  for 
the  night  the  pieces  had  sunk  into  the  mud.  Some  of  them 
could  not  be  moved  and  so  it  was  the  second  day  and  not  much 
rain  had  fallen. 

We  turned  into  a  pine  woods,  made  fires,  put  up  our  tents, 
expecting-  to  bivouac  for  the  night  but  no  such  good  thing  for 
a  soldier.  When  it  rains  he  must  pack  up  and  marcii  and  so 
did  we,  climbing  a  hill  so  high  that  General  Burnside,  I  suppose,, 
thought  we  should  not  get  drowned  out.  We  sta>-ed  here  tv.o 
days  and  it  rained  nearly  all  the  time.  The  enemy  were  not 
asleep  while  we  were  in  the  mud.  At  the  first  appearance  of  our 
troops  a  farmer  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  was  seen  moving- 
manure  from  his  barn  and  spreading  it  on  a  field.  vSoon  after- 
wards commenced  plowing  as  if  intending  to  sow  or  plant.  The 
next  morning  where  he  had  been  plowing  a  long  line  of  rife 
pits  had  been  thrown  up.  A  good  trick,  his  plo^^'ing  saved  them 
nearly  one-half  the  labor  and  considerable  time.  The  morning 
we  left  the  rebels  had  up  a  sign  on  the  bank  of  the  river  with 
the  inscription  "Burnside  stuck  in  the  mud." 

Friday  morning,  the  24th,  we  were  ordered  to  return  to 
camp,  assisting  a  battery  through  the  nuid.   After  tugging  and 
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toiling-  until  between  three  and  four  P.  M.  we  reached  our  old 
camp  to  find  our  bunks  wet  with  recent  rains,  chimnies  burned 
■down,  no  wood,  nothing  to  eat  and  nothing  but  the  wet  ground 
to  sleep  on.  After  starting  a  fire  and  making  some  coffee,  put- 
ting up  our  tents,  changing  m}'  wet  shoes  and  stockings,  I  was 
refreshed  and  after  a  good  night's  sleep  I  arose  all  right,  not  a 
particle  worse  for  the  seige  through  which  I  had  passed. 

Since  that  time  we  have  been  very  comfortable,  plent}^  to  eat, 
such  as  fresh  beef,  bread,  potatoes,  onions,  beans,  rice,  beets, 
turnips,  pork,  coffee,  tea,  sugar  and  syrup.  All  are  in  good 
health  and  spirits  though  not  spoiling  for  a  fight.  Last  week 
we  were  reviewed  nearly  every  day,  Wednesday  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Four  corps  were  on  the  field  estimated  at  80,000.  It  was  a 
grand  sight  and  a  lovely  da}',  but  I  have  not  time  to  continue 
my  story.  I  have  been  compelled  to  write  evenings  so  have 
been  hurried  and  had  to  pass  over  many  things  worth  mention- 
ing. We  are  under  marching  orders  to  move  tomorrow  (loth) 
but  in  what  direction  I  cannot  say.  The  army  is  on  the  move 
and  something  is  about  to  be  done.  Let  it  come  quickl}^ ;  so  the 
war  will  be  settled. 

It  has  commenced  raining  while  I  am  WTiting  but  whether 
w^e  shall  have  a  Hooker  mud  campaign  remains  to  be  seen. 
We  have  pack  mules  to  carry  ammunition,  forage,  provisions 
and  officers'  baggage  in  any  emergency,  so  mud  will  not  be  so 
great  a  hindrance  as  before. 

If  I  have  written  anything  that  will  be  interesting  and 
pleasing  I  shall  have  accomplished  my  purpose.  But  as  I  have 
said,  all  has  been  written  evenings  and  in  great  haste  ;  I  hope 
3^ou  will  consider  all  defects  in  3-our  perusal. 

Yours  Truly, 

SOLOMON  K.  HINDLEY. 
Camp  near  Falmouth,  Va.,  April  14,  I860. 
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The  individual  war  records  of  soldiers  and  sailors  who  served 
Spencer  during  the  Civil  War  have  been  compiled  with  great 
care  from  state  records  at  adjutant  general's  office,  Boston, 
from  "Massachusetts  Volunteers"  by  General  Schouler,  Adjutant 
General,  from  the  large  volume  of  personal  war  sketches  pre- 
sented in  1890  to  F.  A.  Stearns  Post  G.  A.  R.,  by  Hon. 
Erastus  Jones,  on  file  at  the  Public  Library,  from  regimental  books, 
from  contributions  by  Maj.  Wm.  T.  Harlow  and  others,  from 
Luther  Hill's  list  of  soldiers  and  sailors  printed  in  Spencer 
Town  Reports  for  l.SO.^-C),  from  record  book  of  Post  o7,  G.  A.  R., 
from  letters,  discharge  papers,  company  rosters,  memories  of 
the  living,  cemetery  inscriptions  and  other  reliable  sources. 

Nation's  Debt  to  the  Men  Who  Saved  the  Union. 

"  No  other  citizens  deserve  so  well  of  the  Republic  as  the 
veterans,  the  survivors  of  those  who  saved  the  Union.  They  did 
the  one  deed  which  if  left  undone  w'ould  have  meant  that  all 
else  in  our  history-  went  for  nothing  But  for  their  steadfast 
prowess  in  the  greatest  crisis  of  our  history,  all  our  annals 
would  be  meaningless,  and  our  great  experiment  in  popular 
freedom  and  self-government  a  gloomy  failure.  Moreover, 
the}^'  not  only  left  us  a  united  Nation,  but  they  left  us  also  a  heri- 
tage, the  memory  of  the  mighty  deeds  b}'  which  the  Nation  was 
kept  united.  " —  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

1  ABRAM,  THOMAS.  Shoemaker,  was  born  at  Dunham. 
Canada  East,  I^ec.  1^4,  ISoT.  Enlisted  May  ol,  1<S()1  and  entered 
service  at  Springfield,  June  2L  the  same  year,  as  a  private  in  Co. 
K,  10th  regiment  Mass.  Vols.  He  was  discharged  Dec.  12,  1S(;2, 
at  Newark,  N.  J.  for  disability.  He  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Williamsburg,  Eair  Oaks  and  Malvern  Hill.  The  latter  he 
considered  the  most  important  battle  in  his  service.  About  Aug. 
LL'^n^,  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Blackwell's  Island,  New 
York.  His  most  intimate  comrades  in  the  service  were  Patrick 
H.  Kelly,  Horace  M.  Prouty,  Amasa  B.  Bullard  and  George  H. 
Howard.  After  the  war  he  resided  some  time  at  Westfield  but 
finally  removed  to  Spencer,  where  he  died  July  2S,  l'S^»(i  and  was 
buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemeterv. 

2  ADAHS,  HENRY  FRANCIS.  He  was  the  son  of 
Francis  Adams  Jr.,  was  born  in  Spencer  July  -H,  1.^4:5  and  was 
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eighteen  years  old  at  his  enlistment  in  the  21st  regiment.  After 
ver}^  good  service  with  the  21st  he  was  Oct.  2."),  18()2,  tranferred 
at  his  own  request,  most  unwisel}'  made,  to  the  2nd  regiment, 
U.  S.  Cavalr3\  Though  not  of  a  ver}'  robust  constitution  he 
endured  the  service  in  the  21st  ver}^  well.  But  in  the  cavalry 
he  was  subjected  to  very  severe  dut}',  long  marches  and  frequent 
picket  duty,  in  the  cold  and  wet  nights  and  days  of  the  winter 
of  18()2-o.  Besides  taking  care  of  himself  he  had  to  take  care 
of  a  horse.  He  soon  completely  broke  down  and  went  to  a 
hospital,  where  his  case  appearing  to  be  hopeless,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  go  home  to  die.  He  languished  and  lingered,  slowl}^ 
dying  of  consumption  till  Ma}'  1^),  18()o,  when  he  died  at  his 
father's  house  in  Spencer.  His  grave  at  the  Pine  Grove  ceme- 
tery is  the  only  one  of  the  graves  of  the  nine  men  of  the  21st, 
who  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  that  can  be  decorated  b}^ 
their  Spencer  comrades  on  Memorial  day. 

Of  the  twenty-one  Spencer  men  in  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols, 
who  incurred  the  perils  of  war,  nine  (three-sevenths  or  forty- 
three  per  cent)  were  either  killed  in  battle  or  otherwise  lost  their 
lives  in  the  line  of  duty.  Their  names  are:  Lieut.  Frederick  A. 
Bemis,  Corp.  Elbridge  G.  Barr,  Corp.  George  W.  Henry,  Henr\^ 
F.  Adams,  Louis  Dana,  Lyman  C.  Gibbs,  James  Lackey,  Joseph 
Mead,  Samuel  D.  Sargent.  —  Maj.  \Vm.  T.  Harlow. 

3  ALLEN,  ANDREW  J.  Private  in  Co.  D,  2d  Mass.  Hy. 
Art.  A  shoemaker,  aged  twenty-eight  and  resided  at  Spencer. 
He  enlisted  Dec.  10,  1868,  mustered  in  Jan.  2,  18()4,  mustered 
out  Sept.  o,  LSG."),  died  in  Spencer  Nov.  oO,  181)7  and  was  buried 
at  Pine  Grove  cemeter}'. 

4  ALLEN,  CHARLES.  Son  of  Alanson  and  Martha 
Allen,  born  in  Brimfield,  Sept.  80,  1842.  He  was  a  teamster. 
Enlisted  Oct.  ."),  1801  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  2r)th  Mass.  Vols.,  dis- 
charged Dec.  17,  1868,  re-enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  Dec.  18, 
18()8,  receiving  $409.99  as  bounty,  was  discharged  Dec.  16,  1864 
for  disability.    Now  living  at  Worcester. 

5  ALLEN,  CHARLES  HENRY.  Son  of  Pliny  Allen, 
was  born  in  Spencer,  June  17,  1841.  He  entered  the  .service 
Aug.  20,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42d  regiment,  Mass.  Vols, 
and  was  discharged  Aug.  20,  1 868  at  Readville  by  expiration  of 
term  of  service.  His  most  intimate  comrades  were  John  B. 
Lyon,  Henry  Bisco,  Henry  A.  Knowlton,  George  Mann,  Charles 
Brown  and  Charles  A.  Boyden.  Since  the  war  he  was  for  many 
years  a  successful  boot  manufacturer  but  is  now  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business.  He  has  served  the  town  as  selectman  and 
the  district  two  terms  as  representative  to  the  General  Court. 

6  APIES,  JAMES  H.  A  native  of  Charlton.  Private  in 
Co.  F',  60th  Mass.  Vols.    Enlisted  from  Spencer  at  the  age  of 
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twenty-two,  mustered  in  July  20,  1S()4,  discharged  at  expiration 
of  service  Nov.  oO,  1S(54.  Is  a  leading  dry  goods  merchant. 
Served  the  district  one  term  in  the  legislature'  Has  been  identi- 
fied with  many  of  the  town's  interests  and  elected  a  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  Cluirch. 

7  BACON,  ARTHUR  B.  Born  in  Charlton,  Mav  JS, 
L'=!4().  Private  in  Co.  F,  (>Oth  Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  in  July  2i), 
18()4,  mustered  out  at  expiration  of  service  Nov.  oO,  1,S(;4.  Was 
engaged  for  many  years  in  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes 


CHARLES  H.  ALLLX. 

luider  the  firm  name  of  Bacon  &  Sibley.  Is  now  proprietor  of  a 
grain  store. 

8  BALL,  DANIEL  AMASA.  Was  born  in  Spencer,  Aug. 
1<),  1<S:)2.  Entered  the  service  Aug.  IcS,  l,s(;;!  as  corporal  in  Co. 
P,  42d  regiment,  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  as  corporal 
Aug.  24,  18(54  at  Readville,  Mass.,  on  account  of  expiration  of 
•service.  He  died  Jan.  o,  1<S7S  and  was  buried  at  Pine  Grove 
'Cemetery.  His  widow  now  lives  at  Spencer.  Plis  onl\-  son, 
Erank  D.  Ball,  is  superintendent  of  schools  for  Douglas  Co., 
Colorado  and  lives  at  Castle  Rock. 

9  BARR,  ELBRIDGE  GE:RRY.  He  was  a  native  of 
Spencer  and  twenty-three  years  old  when  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C, 
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21st  Massachusetts.  He  brought  with  hiin  when  he  came 
to  enlist,  his  friend  George  W.  Henry,  and  his  brother  Wil- 
liam H.  Barr,  who  survived  the  war  and  still  lives.  When 
the  color  guard  of  the  21st  was  formed  Colonel  Clark,  who  had 
a  sharp  eye  for  a  good  soldier,  picked  out  Corporal  Barr  to  carry 
the  white  colors  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  which 
he  carried  with  the  most  undaunted  courage  and  gallantry  till  it 
fell  from  his  dying  grasp  as  he  charged  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment the  Heights  of  Marye,  where  thundered  and  volleyed  sixty 


ARTHUR  B.  BACON. 

pieces  of  artillery  and  where  bristled  and  gleamed  bayonets  un- 
counted. The  story  of  the  21st  color  guard  at  Fredericksburg  is 
an  oft-told  tale,  but  men  will  never  tire  of  hearing  it.  Colonel 
Clark  has  briefly  stated  the  facts  of  which  he  and  his  command 
were  witnesses  thus: — 

"The  2d  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  forming  in 
double  lines  of  battle  most  gallantly  and  steadily  moved  across- 
the  plain,  swept  by  the  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy.  When 
about  sixty  rods  from  the  city,  Color-vSergeant  Collins  of  Co.  A 
was  shot  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Sergeant  Plunkett  of  Co.  K 
instantly  seized  the  colors  and  carried  them  forward  to  the 
farthest  point  reached  b}^  our  troops  during  the  battle,  when  a 
shell  from  the  rebels  was  thrown  with  fatal  accuracy  at  the 
olors  and  brought  them  to  the  ground,  wet  with  the  life  blood  of 
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the  brave  Plunkett,  both  of  whose  arms  were  carried  away.  The 
glorious  flag  was  then  raised  by  Color-Corporal  Olney,  of  Co.  H. 
and  carried  by  him  during  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Color- 
Corporal  Barr,  of  Co.  C,  was  shot  while  carrying  the  state  colors., 
and  the  post  of  honor  and  danger  was  quickly  filled  by  Color- 
Corporal  W^heeler  of  Co.  I." 

Let  us  pause  here  long  enough  to  say  of  this  rash  and  ut- 
terly useless  charge,  what  was  said  of  the  famous  charge  of  the- 


**Six  Hundred"  at  Balaklava.  " It  was  magnificent  Imt  it  was 
not  war. " 

The  portrait  of  Sergeant  Plunkett  hangs  in  Meclianics'  Hall  at 
Worcester.  Query  whether  it  would  not  be  an  appropriate  thing 
to  hang  a  portrait  of  the  sergeant's  comrade,  Color-Corporal 
Barr  in  Spencer  Town  Hall.  x-\t  his  first  as  well  as  his  last  battle 
Barr  bore  his  snowy  colors  at  the  fore-front.  At  Roanoke  when 
the  Union  troops  charged  the  rebel  redan  at  the  front  and  on  both 
flanks  at  the  same  time,  of  the  many  flags  each  rushing  to  get  in 
before  the  others,  his  was  the  very  first  to  wave  over  the- 
enemy's  cannon,  and  at  Antietam  Bridge  and  everywhere  else 
that  the  21st  fought  during  Barr's  lifetime;  it  was  an  inspiring: 


^^^^ 


DANIEL  A.  BALL. 
Co.  F.,  42d  Mass.  Vols.    See  V-  1.  IL  PaE:e'43. 
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sight  to  see  him  bearing  aloft  in  the  van  the  spotless  color  of 
Massachusetts  with  its  noble  motto.* — Maj.  Win.  T.  Harlow. 

It  is  thought  a  portion  of  the  same  shell  which  destroj^ed 
both  arms  of  the  late  Sergeant  Plunkett,  at  Fredericksburg, 
also  did  a  similar  destructive  work  on  one  arm  of  young  Barr. 
Unfitted  for  further  duty  and  weak  from  loss  of  blood  he  was 
carried  to  the  field  hospital,  where  all  further  information  in  re- 
gard to  him  ends.  He  probably  died  and  with  others  was  carried 
out  and  buried  en  masse.  There  was  no  time  then  for  taking 
memoranda,  or  digging  individual  graves.  The  flag  this 
hrave  boy  carried,  or  what  there  is  left  of  it,  with  the  standard, 
is  with  many  others  preserved  by  the  vState  in  large  glass  cases 
in  the  rotunda  of  the  Capitol  at  Boston  and  so  jealous  is  the  state 
as  custodian  of  these  significant  war  relics  that  these  flags  cannot 
he  touched  or  removed  without  an  order  from  the  legislature. 
Some  years  since,  at  the  time  of  the  funeral  of  Sergeant  Plunket 
at  Worcester,  the  state  allowed  the  flag  that  Plunkett  carried  to 
be  taken  there  and  exhibited.  Four  men  were  detailed  for  the 
w^ork  with  strict  instructions  to  guard  this  historic  flag  day  and 
night  until  it  was  again  safely  in  its  place  at  the  state  house. 
The  value  the  state  places  upon  these  mementoes  is  well  illus- 
trated in  the  following  classic,  selected  from  a  speech  delivered 
in  Boston  at  the  close  of  the  war  by  the  great  w^ar  governor  John 
A.  Andre w\ 

"These  banners  are  returned  to  the  government  of  the  Com- 
monwealth through  welcome  hands.  Borne  one  bv  one  out  of 
this  Capitol  during  more  than  four  years  of  civil  war  as  the  S3'm- 
l)ols  of  the  nation  and  Commonwealth  under  which  the  battalions 
of  Massachusetts  departed  to  the  fields,  they  came  back  again 
borne  hither  by  surviving  representatives  of  the  same  heroic  regi- 
ments and  companies  to  which  they  were  intrusted. 

"Proud  memories  of  many -fields;  sweet  memories  alike  of 


*  r]ie  motto  is  a  smooth  flowing  Latin  hexameter, 
and  the  second  line  of  a  famous  r'istich  wrkten  in  the 
album  of  the  University  of  Copenhagen  ia  1660  by  Al- 
gernon Sidney. 

"  Manus  haec  inimica  tyrannis 
Ense  petit  placidam  sub  libertate  quietem," 
•of  which  a  famous  translation  was  written  by  John 
'Quincy  Adams  in  a  lady's  album  in  January,  1842,  in  his 
rse-at  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington, 
during  a  roll  call  of  its  members  by  the  Clerk  on  the 
•question  of  his  expulsion  for  presenting  an  anti- 
.slavery  petition. 

This  hand  to  tyrants  ever  sworn  the  foe, 
For  freedom  only  de^lsthe  deadly  blow. 
These  sheaths  in  calm  repose  the  vengeful  blade, 
For  gentle  peace  in  freedom's  hallowed  shade. 
Omission  of  the  first  line  of  the  distich  which  con- 
iains  the  subject  (Manus  haec,  this  hand)  would  seem 
to  leave  the  second  line  standing  alone,  as  it  does  in 
the  state  motto,  without  a  subject.    But  according  to 
a  frequent  visage  in  her  heraldic  designs,  the  subject 
is    represented"  though  unexpressed  in  words  by  the 
raised  hand  or  right  arm  on  the  crest  of  the  state 
arms  grasping  a  sword. 
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valor  and  friendship;  sad  memories  of  fraternal  strife  ;  tender  mem- 
ories of  our  fallen  brothers  and  sons  \^'hose  d)'ing-  eyes  looked 
last  upon  these  flaming  folds;  grand  memories  of  heroic  \-irtues 
sublime  with  grief;  exultarit  memories  of  the  great  and  final 
victories  of  our  Country,  our  Union  and  the  righteous  cause; 
thankful  memories  of  a  deliverance  wrought  for  human  nature 
itself,  unexampled  by  any  former  achievement  of  arms;  immortal 


CORPORAL  EIvBRIDGE  G.  BARR, 
Born  in  Spencer,  May  26,  1839.    Died  from  loss  of  arm  in  battle,  Dec,  13,  1862. 

memories  with  immortal  honors  blended  twine  around  these 
staffs,  splintered,  worn,  begrimed  and  baptized  with  blood." 

10  BARR,  LUTHER  A.  Bootmaker,  single,  aged  eight- 
een, a  private  in  Co.  I,  2d  Mass.  Hy.  Art.,  enlisted  Dec.  1, 
l<S()o,  mustered  in  Dec.  11,  l'S()8,  mustered  out  Sept.  o,  ISO-"). 

11  BARR,  WILLIAM  H.  Wagoner,  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  teamster  aged  20,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  2o,  ISlil, 
mustered  in  Aug.  2;),  1  SfU , '^transferred  to  oGth  Mass.  \'ols.,  re-en- 
listed Jan.  1,  LSG4,  mustered  in  Jan.  2,  1SG4,  credited  to  Spencer, 
transferred  to  Co.  F,  oOth  Mass.  Vols.,  June  S,  1 SG."), mustered  out 
July  12,  1S().-,. 

12  BARTON,  RENSSELAER.  Private  Co.  G,  loth  .\Lass. 
A'ols.,  married,  mason  by  trade,  age  forty-three,  enlisted  Aug. 
■  ol,  LS62,  mustered  in  Aug.  ol,  1SG2,  discharged  Jan.  27,  b^^Go. 
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13  BEAUMONT,  CORP.  JOHN  J.  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.. 
Born  at  Leptoii,  England,  Feb.  U),  1.S40.  Enlisted  May  81,  1861, 
aged  twent3'-two,  made  corporal  Jan.  LSOo,  severel}''  wounded  in 
head  at  Salem  Heights,  Va.,  May  8.  l<S(jo,  mustered  out  July  1^ 
1864  at  expiration  of  service.  Since  the  war  has  been  until  re- 
cently a  dr}^  goods  merchant  at  Worcester,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. 

14  BEQLEY,  PATRICK.  Aged  nineteen,  enlisted  from 
Spencer  as  private  in  Co.  G,  42d  Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  in  Jul^- 
21,  18()4.     Discharo^ed  at  expiration  of  service  Nov.  11,  1864, 

15  BELCHER,  GILBERT  G.  Married,  blacksmith,  aged 
thirty-three.  Private  in  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Vols.,  enlisted  Sept. 
1,  1862,  mustered  in  Sept.  80,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug  20,  186)8. 
A  mechanic  of  unusual  abilit\\  Died  in  Spencer  Aug.  28,  1807 
and  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

16  BELCHER,  JOHN  W.  Son  of  Henry  Belcher,  student, 
aged  eighteen  and  single.  Enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  84th 
Mass.  A^ols.,  Jrly  19,  1862,  mustered  in  Jul^^  81,  1862,  made 
corporal  Jan.  21),  1864,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865.  Lives  in 
New  York.    Engaged  in  manufacturing  straw  goods. 

17  BEMIS,  ALVIN.  Farmer,  single,  son  of  Cheney  Be- 
mis.  Sr.,  born  at  South  Spencer,  Oct.  1(),  1889,  enlisted  Sept. 
19,  1861  as  private  in  Co.  I,  24th  Mass.  Vols  ,  mustered  in  Sept. 
19,  1861,  discharged  for  disability  April  15,  1868.  As  a  soldier 
he  was  enchanted  with  Shenandoah  Valley  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  settled  there  at  Woodstock,  where  he  now  resides. 

18  BEMIS,  CHARLES  E.  Son  of  Cheney  Bemis,  Sr.,  of 
South  Spencer,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1S89.  He  entered  the  ser- 
vice at  Spencer  Aug.  20,  186)2,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42d  regi- 
ment, Mass.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  discharged  at  Readville,  Mass., 
Aug.  20,  1868,  by  reason  of  expiration  of  service.  He  was  con- 
fined through  illness  for  three  weeks  in  the  hospital  while  sta- 
tioned at  Lake  Pontcliartrain,  La.  His  most  intimate  comrades 
in  the  service  were:  Charles  H.  Allen,  Plenr}-  A.  Knowlton, 
Charles  Sargent,  Charles  L}'on,  Henrv  Lyon,  and  Sergeant 
Hiram  Cowan.  After  the  war  he  removed  to  South  Bend,  In- 
diana, where  he  now  resides. 

19  BEniS,  EDMUND  J.  Farmer,  aged  twenty,  son  of 
Joshua  Bemis,  enlisted  Aug.  18,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42d 
Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  in  Sept.  20,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug.  20, 
1868.  Died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  on  board  train  near  Al- 
bany, New  York,  June  25,  18(58,  buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 

20  BEMIS,  ELIAS  Private,  Co.  F,  60th  Mass.  Vols.,  aged 
twenty-seven.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864,  mustered  out  at  expi- 
ration of  service  Nov.  80,  1864.    Deceased,  buried  at  Charlton^ 
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21    BEMIS,  LIEUT.  FREDERICK  AUGUvSTlIS.  Better 
kuowii  as  and  coiiinioiily  called  in  his  life  time,  P'red  Bemis. 
He  was  a  native  of  Spencer,  and  great-great-i2,randson  of  pioneer 
Samuel  Bemis,  who  settled  in  what  was  then  called  the  Western- 
half  of  the  township  of  Leicester,  1721,  when  and 
"  Where  nothing  dwelt  but  beasts  of  prey, 
And  men  as  fiercs  and  wild  as  thev," 

and  to  whom  a  permanent  memorial  has  recently  been  erected  by 
his  descendants  at  his  homestead.  Fred's  ancestors  had  served 
the  British  crown  wrlh  distinction  in  Colonial  days- -notably  at 
Crown  Point  and  the  seige  of  Eouisburg,  and  in  a  generation 
later  fourteen  soldiers  of  the  Bemis  name,  all  of  them  his  kindred, 
and  one  of  them  his  great-grandfather,  had  fought  for  American 
Independence  from  Lexington  to  Yorktown.  And  in  peace  as 
w^ell  as  in  war,  from  the  original  pioneer  down  to  his  honored 
father,  they  had  been  prominentl>'  identified  with  the  annals  of 
this  town. 

Fred  was  fitted  for  college  at  Leicester  Academy,  and  entered 
Yale  in   "  the  famous  class  of  *  but  at  the  end  of  Fresh- 

man year,  on  account  of  embarrassments  in  business  at  the  time, 
his  father  took  him  out  of  college.  After  his  father  died,  Novem- 
ber, l<sr)(),  Fred  continued  to  carry  on  for  two  years  the  business 
(powder  making),  established  by  his  father,  but  did  not  make  a 
success  of  it.  Before  1^61  powder  had  been  so  little  in  demand 
and  the  risks  of  making  it  had  been  so  great  that  neither  father 
nor  son  could  make  profits  out  of  it.  If  the  father  had  lived  to 
make  powder  during  the  w^ar,  and  his  son  had  stayed  at  home 
to  help  him,  the  Lord  only  knows  what  hoards  they  might  have 
garnered.    But,  as  the  Turks  say,  it  was  not  fated. 

FVom  the  obituar}^  notices  of  officers  of  the  21st,  killed  at 
Chantill}^  Sept.  1,  18H2,  written  by  General  Walcott  for  his  his- 
tory of  the  21st  regiment  (page  170),  we  quote  the  following  : 

"  First  Lieut.  Fred  A.  Bemis  of  Spencer  (Co.  A)  was  killed 
by  an  unexpected  volley  in  the  woods.  He  was  a  brave,  deter- 
mined officer,  and  of  an  open,  genial  disposition.  When  the 
compau}^  was  formed  he  confidenth'  expected  to  be  commissioned 
as  second  lieutenant  ;  failing  to  receive  the  connnission,  he 
entered  the  service  willingl}-  and  cheerfully  as  an  enlisted  man, 
and  was  at  once  appointed  first  sergeant  of  the  compan}^,  and 
doing  his  duty  simply  for  duty's  sake,  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  Feb.  28,'  18(32,  and  first  lieutenant  July  28,  1802. " 

His  promotion  as  second  lieutenant  directly  followed  the 


*  So  called  on  account  of  its  distinguished  graduates— such  as  Senator  Depe\e,  Judges 
Brown  and  Brewer  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  and  others  too  numerous  to 
mention.  Of  lesser  lights  better  known  in  this  vicinitj' were  Judge  Andrew  J.  ]5artholo- 
mew  of  Southbridge  and  his  brother,  L,ieut.  Nelson  BaVtholoniew  of  the  15th  :\Iass.  Vols. 
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battle  of  Roanoke  Island  ;  his  promotion  as  first  lieutenant  was 
first  announced  to  him  and  to  his  regiment  only  four  days  before 
his  death  at  Chantilly.  It  was  during  the  battle  of  the  second 
Bull  Run,  while  the  21st  was  supporting  a  battery,  that  General 
Reno's  order  for  the  latter's  promotion,  to  date  from  Juh^  was 
read  to  the  regiment. 

Lieut  Bemis's  whole  term  of  service  was  only  one  year  and 
eight  days,  but  in  that  brief  period  he  was  honored  with  more 
promotions  than  any  other  Spencer  soldier  during  the  whole  war, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  what  promised  to  be  a  brilliant  career,  he 
fell  in  battle,  honored  and  lamented  b\'  his  companions  in  arms. 
If  he  liad  lived  to  longer  serve  his  country  he  would  have  risen 
to  higher  rank.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  been  recom- 
mended for  appointment  as  captain  in  one  of  the  new  regiments 
then  forming  in  the  state,  and  would  probably  have  been  appoint- 
ed, had  he  lived.  The  life  and  duties  of  a  soldier  were  congenial 
to  him—  which  could  be  said  of  only  a  few  of  those  who  took  up 
arms  in  the  emergenc}^  of  our  country's  needs  from  sense  of  duty 
rather  than  choice.  He  was  ambitious  of  advancement,  and 
made  no  secret  of  his  ambition.  Had  he  survived  the  war  he 
would  have  sought  and  easih'  obtained  a  commission  in  the  regu- 
lar arm5\ 

There  is  an  inscription  on  the  west  face  of  his  father's 
monument  in  the  old  graveyard  in  Spencer,  in  these  words  : 

Lieut.  Fred'k  A.  Bemis, 
Son  of  Lewis  and  Maria  S.  Beinis,  born  Dec.  lo,  1834. 
Fell  in  the  service  of  his  country  Sept.  i,  1862,  at  Chantilly,  Va., 
Where  his  body  rests  in  an  unknown  grave. 
To  bis  memory  belongs  a  share  of 
the  imperishable  glory  of  the  2[st  Mass.  Infantry, 
Won  upon  the  bloody  fields  of 
Roanoke  Island,  Newberne,  Camden, 

Bull  Run  and  Chiantilly. 
Dulce  et  decorum  est  pro  patria  mori. 

The  losses  at  Chantilly  were  the  greatest  suffered  b}^  the  21st 
at  any  one  battle  during  the  whole  war.  Officers  killed  or  died 
of  wounds,  six  ;  severely  wounded  and  a  prisoner,  one  ;  prisoners 
not  wounded,  three  ;  enlisted  men  killed  or  died  of  wounds, 
thirty-two  ;  wotmded,  seventy-five  ;  prisoners,  not  wotmded, 
twenty-three  ;  missing  in  action,  twent}^ — total,  one  hundred  and 
sixty.  To  Gen.  Reno,  with  only  the  Second  Brigade  (three  reg- 
iments, of  which  the  21st  was  one)  and  Graham's  battery  of  his 
old  Division,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  covering  the  retreat  of 
Pope's  army  after  the  second  Bull  Run.  The  general  threw  the 
brigade  across  the  Warrenton  ttirnpike  on  the  Henry  House  hill 
just  before  sundown  Aug.  30,  18G2,  and  succeeded  in  holding  at 
bay  the  whole  rebel  army,  flushed  with  its  great  success  of  the 


INDIVIDUAL   WAR  KKCOKDS 


127 


day,  till  after  it  was  too  dark  for  farther  fi^iUiiis  and  the  rebels 
gave  it  up  for  the  night.  During  the  night  (len.  Reno,  with  his 
command,  retired  from  his  position  and  followed  the  retreating- 
army  of  Pope  to  Centreville,  where  (Sunday,  Aug.  -")1,)  a  ludt 
was  made  till  Monday,  Sept.  1.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  disc()\-- 
ered  that  the  rebels  in  strong  force  had  reached  a  position  on  the 
left  of  the  Union  line  at  Chantill3\  and  were  preparing  to  attack, 
with  a  view  to  cut  off  the  retreat  and  capture  the  baggage  and 
artillery  of  the  army.    It  was  Reno  again  who  was  trusted  with 


iST  LIEUT.  FREDERICK  A.  BEMIS, 
Born  in  Spencer,  Dec.  20,  1834.    Died    on  the  field  of  battle  at 
Chantilly,  Va.,  iiept.  i,  l^62. 

the  dut}'  of  counteracting  this  movement  of  the  enemy.  With- 
out going  into  the  details  of  the  battle,  the  21st  was  thrown  upon 
the  enemy,  first  in  the  woods  during  a  thunder  storm,  just  at 
night,  and  again,  before  it  was  quite  dark,  in  a  great  cornfield. 
The  fighting  was  most  desperate  on  both  sides,  the  famous  Stone- 
wall Jackson  being  in  command  of  the  rebel  troops.  But  again 
Gen.  Reno  succeeded  in  prolonging  the  fight  till  after  dark,  when 
the  rebels  again  gave  it  up.  During  the  night  the  whole  of 
Pope's  army,  wath  all  its  baggage  and  artillery,  made  good  its 
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Tetreat  to  the  defenses  of  Washington,  followed  by  Reno  and  the 
Temnant  of  his  command  at  daylight. 

It  was  in  the  first  encounter  of  the  21st  with  the  enemy  in 
the  woods  that  Lieut.  Bemis  fell.  The  21st,  marching  in  line, 
had  come  unexpectedly  upon  a  body  of  troops  in  the  woods 
directly  on  its  right  flank,  and  not  more  than  tw^enty  feet  distant. 
Lieut.  Col.  Rice,  with  Lieut.  Bemis,  was  proceeding  to  go  to 
them  to  ascertain  what  troops  they  were,  supposing  them  to  be 
^another  regiment  of  the  second  brigade,  when  they  fired  a  voile}', 
in  which  both  these  officers  were  killed. 

The  service  done  by  the  21st  at  the  second  Bull  Run  and 
Chantilly  was  of  more  value  to  the  country  than  all  the  rest  it 
did  during  the  war.  With  Graham's  battery  and  the  rest  of  the 
:second  brigade,  it  succeeded  in  preventing  the  capture  of  the 
baggage  and  artillery  of  Pope's  army  and  in  preventing  the 
second  Bull  Run  becoming  a  panic  and  rout  like  the  first.  It 
Avas  a  very  costly  and  a  very  thankless  service  to  the  21st.  It 
cost  the  town  of  Spencer  a  young  man  of  great  promise  as  a 
soldier. — By  Maj.  Wm.  T.  Harlozv. 

Matthew  Webster,  a  survivor  of  the  battle  of  Chantilly,  now 
living  in  Spencer  (1903),  says  :  "At  the  time  Lieut.  Bemis  lost 
his  life  we  were  in  the  woods,  and  heard  firing  in  front,  but  we 
were  afraid  to  fire  as  we  thougiit  the  soldiers  in  front  were  a 
portion  of  the  Northern  army.  Lieut.  Fred  was  a  little  in 
advance,  and  was  the  first  to  discover  the  enem3\  He  gave  the 
order,  'Fire,  boys!  It's  the  Rebs!  '  He  was  never  heard  to 
speak  nor  was  he  seen  again  by  his  own  men  after  this." 

22  BEHIS,  HENRY.  Co.  K,  84th  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.  En- 
tered the  service  July  19,  18(52  at  Worcester,  Mass.  Discharged 
at  Hampton  hospital  near  Fortress  Monroe,  June  13,  1865  at  the 
end  of  war.  Was  in  Battles  of  New  Market  May  15,  1864, 
Berryville  Sept.  3,  1864,  Strasburg  Oct.  13,  1864,  Winchester 
Sept.  19,  1864,  Fisher's  Hill  Sept.  22,  1864,  and  at  Fort  Gregg 
April  3,  18()5.  At  the  battle  near  Strasburg  the  regiment  lost 
102  men,  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  of  the  240  men  engaged. 
Was  wounded  at  New  Market  and  Fort  Gregg,  made  corporal 
Nov.  13,  18()4.    Now  lives  at  Spencer. 

23  BEMIS,  OSCAR  R.  Son  of  Danforth  Bemis.  Shoe- 
maker was  born  in  Spencer,  Jan.  23,  1834,  enlisted  June  14, 
1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  He  was  dis- 
charged for  disability  Sept.  30,  1861.  After  recovering  he  again 
enlisted  at  Baltimore  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols,  Aug.  26,  1862. 
Died  in  hospital  July  31,  1863.  His  bod}^  was  brought  home 
and  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  [See  portrait  page  50  this 
volume. 
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24  BENJAMIN,  JOSEPH.  Private  Co.  E,  ;Uth  Mass. 
Tols.,  farmer,  forty-one,  married,  l^nlisted  Dec.  1,  ISi;;'),  mus- 
tered in  Dec.  1,  18(5:),  transferred  to  Co.  A,  24tli  Mass.  Wils.,  June 
14,  mustered  out  Jan.  20,  iSIHi.  He  lived  nearN.  vSpencer 
on  the  Paxton  road.  Died  in  LS.S7  and  was  buried  at  vSt.  Mary's 
cemetery. 

25  BENWAY,  JOSEPH.  Was  born  May  lo,  1.S41,  in 
Manchester,  New  Hampshire.  Entered  the  service  Dec.  20, 
lS()o,  as  a  private  in  Co.  A,  4th  regiment  Mass.  Cavalry  and  was 
•discharged  on  account  of  expiration  of  service  Nov.  14,  ISO."). 

26  BERCUHE,  ANTHONY.  Married,  mechanic,  age 
thirty-five,  enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Vols.,  Aug.  IS. 
lcS()2,  mustered  in  Sept.  oO,  1H()2,  mustered  out  A.ug.  20,  ISdo. 
Died  April  20,  1900  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary's  cemetery. 

27  BERCUnE,  SILAS.  Single,  bootmaker,  aged  twenty- 
four,  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.,  mustered 
in  June  21,  ISHl,  discharged  July  21),  lS(j2. 

28  BIQELOW,  JAMES  G.  Private  Co.  E,  o4th  Mass.  Vols., 
farmer,  eighteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  7,  lS(')o,  mus- 
tered in  Dec.  7,  18()3,  transferred  to  Co.  A,  24th  Mass.  Vols.,  June 
14,  1S()."),  corporal  July  1,  lS(i5,  sergeant  Jan.  1,  1S()(),  mustered 
out  Jan  20,  ISOO.  After  the  civil  war  enlisted  and  served  several 
years  in  the  regular  army.  Finalh'  settled  at  Delphos,  Kansas, 
where  he  now  resides. 

29  BIQELOW,  JOHN  WINTHROP.  Was  born  the  first 
day  of  Oct.  1882,  in  Boston,  Mass.  He  entered  the  service  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  June  21,  1861  as  corporal  in  Co.  H,  10th  reg- 
iment, Mass.  Vols,  and  was  discharged  at  Boston,  June  21,  1804, 
his  term  of  service  having  expired.  July  1,  18(52,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  sergeant  which  rank  he  held  when  discharged.  The 
first  battle  in  which  he  engaged  was  Williamsburg,  \^a.  Sub- 
sequently he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Glendale 
and  Malvern  Hill,  Va.  He  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  at  Fair 
Oaks,  May  81,  18()2.  After  the  regiment  reached  Harrison's 
Landing  he  was  detailed  to  Boston  as  recruiting  officer  and  kept 
in  that  position  during  the  remainder  of  his  service.  Here 
peatedly  urged  the  war  department  to  send  him  l)ack  to  the 
front  but  he  was  too  valuable  in  his  position  to  justify  the  de- 
partment in  making  such  a  change.  Has  lived  in  Spencer  since 
the  war.  Served  one  term  in  the  legislature.  Engaged  in  the 
florist  business.  Has  charge  of  the  North  United  States  Po.stal 
Route,  Spencer. 

30  BINGHAM,  THOMAS  A.  Married,  aged  thirty-eight, 
mechanic.    Enlisted  Aug.   18,    1S(;2,  as  corporal,   Co..  F,  42d 
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Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  in  Sept.  80,  1S()2,  mustered  out  Aug.  20, 
18f)8. 

31  BIRD,  FRANK.  Sou  of  Amable  aud  Mary  (Semiuo) 
Bird,  was  born  at  St.  Hugues,  P.  O.,  Canada,  July  12,  1<S4(L 
He  was  by  trade  a  tanner.  While  on  a  visit  to  the  home  of  his 
brother,  Joseph  Bird  of  South  Spencer,  he  enlisted  Feb.  18, 
1S()4,  in  Co.  C,  oTth  regiment,  Mass.  Vols.,  killed  May  6,  1864, 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  buried  on  the  field  in  an 
unknown  grave.     [See  portrait,  page  81,  this  volume. 

32  BISCO,  HIRAM  R.  Son  of  Roswell  Bisco,  was  born 
in  Spencer  May  80,  1845.  Enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  F,  fiOth 
Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  in  July  20,  18()4,  mustered  out  at  expira- 
tion of  service  Nov.  80,  1864.  Has  been  in  the  West  vSeveral 
years.    He  was  living  at  WMchita,  Kansas,  in  1902. 

33  BLANCHARD,  LOUIS.  Bootmaker,  aged  twenty-six. 
Enlisted  March  24,  1864,  as  private  in  Co.  C,  57th,  Mass.  Vols., 
was  mustered  in  April  6,  1864,  discharged  to  date  Jan.  8,  1865  to 
complete  his  militar}^  record  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Congress  approved  July  5,  18(54. 

34  BLODQETT,  FREDERICK  W.  Married,  farmer,  aged 
forty-four.  Enlisted  July  20,  1868,  as  private  in  Co.  B,  2d  Mass, 
Hy.  Art.,  mustered  in  Juh^  28,  1868,  discharged  May  25,  1865. 
General  order  27  Hd.  Qrs.,  N.  C.  He  again  enlisted  in  the 
2d  New  Hampshire  Vols.,  died  April  7,  1861)  and  was  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery. 

35  BOERNS,  JOHN.  Unassigned  recruit,  single,  age  29, 
mechanic,  lived  at  Worcester,  but  credited  to  Spencer,  enlisted 
Aug.  8,  1868,  mustered  in  the  same  day  and  DESERTED  Sept. 
24,  1868. 

36  BONNEY,  FREDERICK.  Single,  ag-e  20,  bootmaker, 
enlisted  Dec.  1,  18()8,  as  private  in  Co.  A,  4th  Mass.  cavalrv, 
mustered  in  Dec.  26,  1868,  DESERTED  Feb'y  8,  1864. 

37  BOHNART,  JACOB.  Private,  Co.  I,  6th  Mass.  Vols. 
Shoemaker,  26,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  May  24,  1861  ;  mus- 
tered in  May  24th,  1861.  Re-enlisted  Feb.  U,  1864,  and  credited 
to  Roxbury,  Transferred  to  Co.  C,  11th  Mass.  Vols.  May  20, 
1864  ;  mustered  out  July  14,  1865. 

38  BOULET,  FORTUNA.    Private  Co.   G,    57th  Mass. 
Vols.    Bootmaker,  18,  single,  Spencer.    Enlisted  March 7,  1864, . 
mustered  in  March  10,  1864.    Discharged,  disabled,  May  80, 
1S65. 

39  BOURDAGES,  REMI.  Single,  age  21,  mechanic,  en- 
listed Aug.  19,  18()2,  as  private  in  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Vols.  Mus- 
tered in  Sept.  80,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1868. 
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40  BOWMAN,  HENRY  H.  Married,  a-e  2\ ,  bootmaker, 
enlisted  July  17,  1S()2,  as  corporal  in  Co.  I{,  :54  Mass.  Vols.' 
Mustered  in  July  31,  1S()2,  mustered  out  May  2."),  ISC)."). 

41  BOYD,  CHENEY  P.  Single,  age '21),  farmer,  enlisted 
July  19,  1S()1,  as  private  in  Co.  K,  21st  Mass.  Vols.  Mustered  in 
same  date.  Discharged  for  disability  Jan'y  13,  1S(;;5.  Buried  at 
Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

42  BOYD,  JAMES  O.  Private,  Co.  C,  IDth  Mass.  Vols. 
Enlisted  Aug.  24,  1  SfH  .  * '  Never  joined  for  duty. ' '  Private  Co. 
F,  42d  Mass.  Vols.,  mechanic,  age  22,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
Aug.  IS,  1S62.  mustered  in  Sept.  30,  1S()2.  Discliarged  for  disa- 
bility Nov.  IS,  1,S62. 

43  BOYDEN,  CHARLES  A.  Was  born  August  13,  1 N43, 
in  Spencer.    He  entered  the  service  at  Readville,  Mass.,  Aug. 
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IS,  Lsr)2,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F.,  42d  Regt.  Mass.  Vol.  Infantr}^, 
and  was  discharged  at  Readville,  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  bS()3,  by 
reason  of  expiration  of  term  of  service.  His  most  intimate  com- 
rades in  the  service  were  Charles  H.  Allen,  George  ]\Iann  and 
George  Stone. 

The  most  important  event  occurring  in  his  service  was  the 
capture  of  five  rebel  spies.    Now  an  auctioneer,  resides  at  Spencer. 

44  BOYNE,  JOHN.  Unassigned  recruit.  Private,  age  23. 
Spencer.  Mustered  in  June  1S()4,  Never  joined  regiment. 
Luther  Hill's  purchase  for  the  town. 

45  BOYNES,  EDMUND.  Private  Co.  E.  :>lth  Mass. 
Vols.,  bootmaker,  age  21,  single.  Enlisted  Julv  U*,  1S(;2. 
Mustered  in  July  31,  1S()2.    DESERTED  May  4,  1S(53. 
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46  BOYNES,  LEVI  D.  Private  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols. 
Born  at  Holden,  Mass.  Teamster,  age  18,  single.  P^nlisted 
June  14,  ISGl.  Mustered  in  June  21,  1861.  Mustered  out  July 
1,  1864.  In  ISVo  resided  at  Springfield,  brakeman  on  freight 
train.    Deceased,  buried  at  Pine  Grove  Cemeter}  . 

47  BROSHER,  JOHN  H.  Private  Co.  C,  2d  Heavy 
Artillery,  engraver,  age  37,  married,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  0,  1864.  Mustered  in  June  9,  1864.  Mustered 
out  Sept  3.  1865. 

48  BROOKS,  JOHN.  Unassigned  recruit.  Private,  age 
22,  Spencer.    Mustered  in  June-),  1864.    Never  joined  Regiment. 

39  BROWN,  CLARENCE  E.  Private  Co.  A,  4th  Mass. 
Cav.,  bootmaker,  age  18,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  4,  1863. 
Mustered  in  Dec.  26,  1863.    Discharged  disabled  May  10,  1864. 

50  BROWN,  WALTER  R.  Private,  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  boot  clerk,  age  22,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19, 
1862.  Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Prisoner  of  war.  Discharged 
June  1,  1865.  Died  at  Royalston,  July  2,  187(-).  Buried  at 
Eorest  Hill  Cemetery,  Hubbardston. 

51  BROWN,  WILLIAM.  Was  born  the  11th  day  of 
June,  1837,  in  Worcester.  He  entered  the  service  Feb.  4,  1864, 
as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  57th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  at 
Portsmouth  Grove,  R.  I.,  Oct.  12,  1865.  Wire-drawer. 

52  BROWNING,  AUGUSTUS  S.  Private  Co.  F,  60th 
]Mass.  Vols.,  18,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  Juh^  20,  1864  ;  mustered 
out  at  expiration  of  service,  Nov.  30,  1864.  He  was  born  in 
Rutland,  March  28,  1847.  Died  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov.  10, 
1890,  where  he  was  buried.  He  left  a  widow  and  two  children. 
He  was  a  tailor's  cutter  by  occupation. 

53  BROWNING,  CHARLES  D.  Private,  Co.  H,  10th 
Mass.  Vols.  Bootmaker,  18,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  21, 
1861  ;  mustered  in  June  21,  18()1  ;  discharged,  disabled,  Dec.  26, 
1862.  First  sergeant,  Co.  M,  1st  Mass.  Cav.  Enlisted  Jan.  5, 
1864  ;  mustered  out  as  sergeant-major,  June  2,  1865.  He  was 
born  ill  Rutland,  Sept.  27,  1841.  After  the  war  he  settled  in 
Chicago,  and  followed  the  trade  of  tailoring.  He  died  Nov.  28, 
1892,  his  body  being  brought  to  Rutland  for  interment  in  the 
family  burial  lot. 

54  BULLARD,  AMASA  B.  Son  of  Dexter  Bullard,  private 
Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  Bootmaker,  age  23,  single.  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  14,  1861.  Mustered  in  June  21,  1861.  Mustered 
out  July  1,  1864.  He  was  born  in  Spencer,  March  7,  1839. 
Deceased^  buried  in  Old  cemeter}-. 
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55  BULLARD,  LEWELLYN.  Corporal  Co.  A,  Ist  Batt. 
Cavalry,  age  21,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  Dec.  30,  1864.  Mustered 
out  June  ')(),  18()o.    Expiration  of  service. 

56  BOULEY,  ELIXIE.  Was  born  at  Montreal,  Canada. 
He  was  a  private  in  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols.,  shoemaker,  age  24, 
single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  oO,  1861.  Mustered  in  Aug.  2:)', 
1S(;1.  Discharged  for  disability  Dec.  10,  1862.  Mustered  in  to 
V.  R.  C,  vSept.  8,  1S()4.  Credited  to  Oxford.  Discharged  Nov. 
17,  l8()r),  termination  of  service.     Now  living  at  Worcester. 

57  BURGESS,  JAMES  T.  Private,  Co.  F,  60th  Mass. 
Vols.,  age  20,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864.  Expiration 
of  service,  Nov.  ')0,'1S()4. 

58  BURKE,  THOMAS.  Private,  25th  Mass.  Vols.  Un- 
assigned  recruit;  boiler  maker,  age  IV),  East  Boston,  credited  to 
Spencer.  Enlisted  June  18,  1S()4.  Mustered  in  June  lo,  1S64. 
Discharged  by  special  order  No.  47,  March  20,  1S65. 

59  BUTLER,  RENSSELAER.  Private,  Co.  E,  84th  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  age  81,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19,  1S62. 
Mustered  in  July  81,  1S()2.  Mustered  out  June  16,  1865.  Went 
west  and  settled  in  Kansas. 

60  CAIN,  HENRY.  Was  born  June  5th,  1840,  in  Spen- 
cer. He  entered  the  service  at  Worcester,  Aug.  28,  1S()1,  as  a 
private  in  Co.  C,  21st  Regt.  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Boston,  Aug.  80,  1864,  his  term  of  service  having 
expired. 

Aug.  24,  1S()1,  he  was  promoted  to  corporal  which  rank 
he  held  when  discharged. 

The  first  battle  in  which  he  engaged  was  Roanoke  Island. 
Subsequently  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Newberne,  Cam- 
den, Bull  Run,  Chantill}',  vSouth  Mountain,  Antietam,  Freder- 
icksburg, Blue  Springs,  Campbell's  Station,  Knoxville,  Fort 
Sanders.  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor, 
Bethesada  Church,  Petersburg,  and  Battle  of  the  Mine. 

He  was  slightly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Camden,  N.  C, 
April  19,  1,S()2,  and  again  at  Knoxville,  Nov.  24,  1868. 

He  had  no  special  comrades,  but  was  on  good  terms  of  fellow- 
ship with  all. 

61  CAPEN,  HIRAM  E.  Private,  Co.  F,  42d  ^lass.  Vols. 
Farmer,  11),  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug.  IS,  1S(')2;  mustered 
in  Sept.  80,  1S(;2;  nuistered  out  Aug.  20,  18()8.  Lives  at  Brook- 
field. 

62  CARNEY,  THOMAS.  Farmer,  was  born  at  Fathord, 
Ireland,  Aug.  1,  1S88.  He  enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  H.  1(>th 
Mass.  Vols.,  June  21,  1S61.  Died  at  Columbia  College  Hospital, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  80,  1S(')1.    He  was  the  first  soldier  of 


134: 


SKETCHES  OF  SPEXCER  HISTORY. 


the  regiment  to  die.  He  was  said  to  have  been  an  excellent 
soldier,  and  his  death  was  deeply  regretted  by  his  comrades.  He 
left  a  wife  and  three  children  residing  in  Spencer. 

63  CHAFFIN,  WINSLOW.  Private,  Co.  G,  M  Mass. 
Heavy  Art.  Bootmaker,  21,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  10, 
1863  ;  mustered  in  Julv  10,  1S63  ;  discharged  for  disability  ,  Feb. 
16, 1864. 

64  CHAMBERLIN,  SlhAS  T.  Private,  Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  28,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14,  1861  ; 
mustered  in  June  21,  1861  ;  mustered  out  July  1,  18{)4. 

65  CHENETTE,  HENRY.  Private,  Co.  A,  4th  Mass. 
Cav.  Bootmaker,  19,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  1,  1863; 
mustered  in  Dec.  26,  1863  ;  DESERTED  Feb.  13,  1864. 

66  CHENEY,  GEORGE  F.  Private,  Co.  G,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.  Mechanic,  21,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  21,  1861  ; 
mustered  in  June  21,  1861;  discharged  for  disability,  Oct.  30,  1862. 
Mustered  in  V.  R.  C,  credited  to  Worcester,  Sept.  9,  1864;  dis- 
charged for  disability  Aug.  lo,  18()5. 

67  CHICKERINQ,  DWIGHT.  Was  born  Aug.  6,  1841,  at 
Pomfret,  Ct.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. Vols., 
July  19,  18()2.  Was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Snicker's  Ferry,  Va., 
Jul}'  18,  1864.  [State  Record  says  "  Snicker's  F'ort. "  See  por- 
trait, page  54,  this  volume. 

68  CHICKERINQ  HENRY  G.  Brother  of  Dwight,  was 
born  at  Pomfret,  Ct.,  Jan.  4,  1840.  He  enlisted  July  19,  1862, 
as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34tli  Ma-ss.  Vols.  Taken  prisoner  Oct.  19, 
1864,  and  paroled.  He  was  lost  off  the  transport  "  Gen.  Lyon," 
May  2,  1865,  on  his  wa}-  home.     [See  portrait,  page  58,  this  vol. 

69  CHALLY,  HENRY  H.  Private,  25th  Ma.ss.  Vols.  ; 
una.ssigned  recruit.  Farmer,  22,  single,  Canada.  Credited  to 
Spencer.    Enlisted  June  15,  1864  ;  mustered  in  June  15,  1864. 

70  CLARK,  GEORGE  E.  Was  born  Feb.  5,  1834  in 
Millbury.  He  entered  the  service  July  21,  1861,  as  a  private  in 
Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  Sept.  3,  1865.  on 
account  of  the  war  closing.  State  record  says  "discharged  for 
disability.  Nov.  26,  1862."  The  first  battle  in  which  he  engaged 
was  Winchester,  Va.,  Sept.  19,  1864.  He  also  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fair  Oaks  and  William.sburg.  He  was  wounded  at 
Winchester,  Sept.  19,  1864.  He  died  at  the  Soldiers'  Home  in 
Washington,  Feb.  18,  1900.     Buried  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

71  CLARK,  GEORGE  PERRY.  He  was  born  the  14th  day 
of  December,  1841,  in  Spencer.  He  entered  the  service  Juh^  19, 
1862,  at  Spencer  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was 
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discharged  April  U),  1 at  the  Dale  General  Hospital  at  Worces- 
ter, Mass..  for  disability,  having  a  compound  fracture  of  the  left 
leg.  The  first  battle  he  engaged  in  was  at  Ripon,  Va.  Sul)sequent- 
ly  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Piedmont,  Lynchburg,  Snicker's 
Ford,  Winchester,  and  Halltown.  He  was  wounded  vSept.  ID, 
1864,  and  confined  in  the  field  hospitals  at  Winchester,  vSheridan, 
and  Frederick,  Md.  His  most  intimate  comrades  in  the  ser\-ice 
were  LeRoy  Hawes,  J.  H.  Ward,  Ira  E.  Lackey,  Henry  Bemis, 
and  Walton  Livermore.     Now  living  at  Spencer. 

72  CLARK,  HENRY  B.  Private,  Co.  E,  84th  Mass.  Vols. 
Teamster,  IS.  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19,  LS()2;  mustered 
in  July  31,  1862;  mustered  out  June  10,  18(55.  Now  at  Soldiers' 
Home,  Chelsea. 

73  CLARK,  JOHN.  Private,  Co.  I,  2d  Mass.  Vols.  Boat- 
man, 22,  Rondout.  N.  Y.,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  1). 
1864;  mustered  in  June  9.  1864;  mustered  out  July  26,  LSOr)^  expi- 
ration of  service. 

74  CLINTON,  GEORGE  W.  Private,  7th  Batt.  Lt.  Art  , 
28,  credited  to  Spencer;  mustered  in  June  8,  1S()4.  Never  joined 
for  service. 

75  CLOUQNER,  PALVA.  Private,  Co.  H,  2d  Mass.  Cav. 
Laborer,  21,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Jujie  17,  18(J8;  mustered 
in  June  20,  1868.     DE5ERTED  Julv  10.  l.S()8. 

76  COBB,  WILLIAM  H.  Private  Co.  K,  19th  .Mass. 
A^ols.,  carpenter,  aged  thirty-four,  married.  Enlisted  as  a  sharp- 
shooter March  l"),  lS6o,  mustered  in  same  date,  mustered  out 
June  30,  i860.  Soon  after  the  war  went  to  New  Mexico  to  take 
-charge  of  a  saw  mill;  sent  one  letter  home  containing  money  for 
Avife  and  child.  Has  not  been  heard  from  since.  His  sun,  Nathan 
has  become  distinguished  as  a  entomologist  in  Australia. 

77  COLLIER,  ANSON  I,  Born^Sept.  27th  188(1,  in  Rut- 
land. Entered  service  June  21,  18(51,  at  Hampden  Park,  vSpring- 
field,  as  a  private  in  Co.  K,  10th  regiment,  Mass.  Vol.^.  He  was 
discharged  Nov.  17,  1864  and  immediately  re-enlisted,  to  the 
•credit  of  Boston.  He  was  finalh'  discharged  Nov.  21,  ls(')-") 
at  Philadelphia,  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  war.  His  first  Ijattle 
was  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  Va.  Sub.sequently  he  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Williamsburg,  Fair  Oaks,  seven  days'  fighting  in 
front  of  Richmond,  including  Mechanicsville,  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Malvern  Hill,  second  Bull  Run,  Anlietam  and  first  and  second 
Fredericksburg.  He  was  wounded  in  the  leg  Jul>'  1,  ls(')2,  at 
Malvern  Hill  and  again  in  both  arms  May  8,  ISi;;',,  at  Fre:Lricks- 
burg.  His  wounds  compelled  his  confinement  in  the  hos|fita]  at 
Harrison's  Landing  from  July  oth  to  Aug.  lOth,  l  S(i2  and  at  Mt. 
Pleasant,  Washington,  from  ^lay  S  to  Oct.  1,  lS(i8.  His  most 
intimate  associates  in  the  army  were:  William  Mason,  Amasa 


136 


vSKETCHES  OF  SPENCER  HISTORY 


Billiard,  Patrick  Kelly,  Solomon  K.  Hindley  and  John  Worth- 
ington.  The  most  important  eyents  occurring  in  his  experi- 
ences of  war,  he  considers,  were  the  Penin.sular  Campaign  and 
Burnsides'  two  battles  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.  Carpenter,  resides 
in  Spencer, 

78  COLLINS,  JOHN.  Priyate,  7th  battallion,  Light  Art.,, 
laborer,  thirty-two,  single,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer.  En- 
listed June  o,  1864,  mustered  in  June  o,  1S64.  Neyer  joined 
for  seryice. 

79  CONVERSE,  HENRY.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  butcher,  twenty-six,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  ID,. 
1S62,  mustered  in  July  31,  1S6*2,  corporal  Dec.  1,  1864,  mus- 
tered out  June  16,  1865.    Now  Hying  at  Rutland. 

80  COONEY,  JOPIN.  Private  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols.,, 
bootmaker,  twenty-seven,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14,. 
lcS61,  mustered  in  June  '21,  1<S()1,  discharged  for  disability  Jan. 
13,  1863. 

81  CORBETT,  JOHN.  Private  Co.  E,  o7th  Mass.  Vols., 
farmer,  forty-two,  single,  from  Spencer  but  credited  to  New 
Braintree.  Enlisted  Jan.  22,  1864,  mustered  in  Jan.  25,  1864, 
killed  May  6,  1864,  at  the  Wilderness,  Va. 

82  COTTON,  GEORGE  H.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  eighteen,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Juh'  23,  1861, 
mustered  in  Aug.  23,  ISGl,  wounded  April  19,  1862,  transferred 
to  4th  U.  S.  Cav.  Oct.  23,  1862. 

83  COWAN,  HIRAM.  Sergeant  Co.  F,  42d  Mass  Vols., 
mechanic,  thirty-two,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug.  18, 
1862,  mustered  in  Sept.  30,  l.S()2,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1863,. 
went  to  North  Adams. 

84  CRANNY,  TIMOTHY.  -  Sergeant  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  bootmaker,  twent3'-six,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Juh' 
23,  1861,  mustered  in  Aug.  23,  18(M,  discharged  for  disability 
March  31,  18()2. 

85  CROOK,  JAMES  M.  Born  in  England  March  11, 
ISP)  and  was  a  cloth  finisher  by  trade.  He  enlisted  Dec.  3,  1863 
as  a  private  in  Co.  I,  2d  Mass.  Hy.  Art.  He  died  April  25,  l^iir)^ 
while  at  home  on  a  furlough.  At  this  time  the  thought  had  been 
given  wide  expression  that  the  American  soldier  deserved  a  bet- 
ter burial  place  than  the  potter's  field  and  the  Spencer  Selectmen 
acting  on  this  sentiment,  purchased  a  lot  for  twenty  dollars  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery  and  placed  the  body  of  this  soldier  in  his. 
long,  home  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

86  CROSBY,  ISAIAH.  Was  born  at  West  Brewster,  Aug. 
13,  1830.    His  father,  Isaiah,  was  a  sea  captain  and  in  his  earlier 
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years  made  frequent  voyages  to  the  West  Indies,  Liverpool  and 
other  places.  He  had  two  boys  and  not  wishing  them  to  go  to 
sea  removed  into  the  interior  and  settled  at  Worcester,  working 
with  his  bo3'S  in  the  wire  mill  of  Washburn  &  Moen.  From 
here  Lsaiah  Jr.  came  to  Spencer  and  worked  as  night  hand  in 
Myrick  &  Sugden's  heavy  rod  mill  and  at  the  time  was  said  to  be 
the  quickest  and  best  all  around  man  for  that  work  ever  em- 
ployed. Later  he  worked  for  J.  R.  &  J.  E.  Prouty  at  their 
wire  mill  and  from  here,  on  the  first  call,  enlisted  for  the  war 


ISAIAH  CROSBY. 
Killed  in  Battle  July  2d,  iS62^^__,«-  r — ■ 

Mavol,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  ^Tn^Oth  regiment  Mass.  Vols. 
He'was  killed  at  Malvern  Hill,  Va.,  July  2d,  ISVd. 

The  following  letters  iUustrative  of  a  soldier's  life  will  be  of 
interest  to  man:v.  They  were  written  by  Isaiah  and  I)a\-id 
Crosby  to  their  sister,  Laura  A.  Crosby,  Brewster,  :\Iass.  and 
their  mother,  Mrs.  Mary  Crosby : 

Washington,  D.  C,  Camp  Erightwood,  Oct.  1M')1. 
Dear  Sister  Laiu-a :  — 

I  received  your  letter  yesterday  and  was  glad  to  hear  from 
you  and  the  rest  of  the  folks,  and  know  that  you  are  well.  I  got 
a  letter  from  my  wife  the  same  time  I  got  yours.     She  is  well 
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and  getting  along  first  rate.  The  town  gave  me  and  the  rest  of 
the  boys  ten  dollars,  and  pay  my  wife  one  dollar  a  week.  I  got 
paid  off  two  months'  pay — twenty-seven  dollars.  I  can  send 
liome  ten  dollars  a  month.  I  don't  think  I  ever  vShall  get  shot 
or  get  a  chance  to  shoot  anybody  as  we  are  building  forts  all  the 
time  and  I  think  our  regiment  will  go  into  one  of  them  and 
-Stay  there  till  after  the  war,  but  I  hope  not — rather  fight  than 
,shovel.  These  forts  are  worse  than  state  prisons.  Got  to  go 
to  meeting  now. 

Been  to  meeting;  have  got  a  big  meetinghouse,  all  out-doors. 
Have  a  nice  bed — ^sometimes  a  board,  sometimes  ten  acres  of 
land  in  the  open  lot.  We  get  cofiee  and  bread  for  breakfast  and 
soup  most  every  day  for  dinner,  tea  and  bread  for  supper,  but  I 
like  it  as  well  as  I  expected  to  when  I  enlisted.  I  get  homesick 
a  little  once  in  a  while.  We  have  started  to  go  to  battle  four  or 
five  times  but  never  got  a  great  waj^s.  We  are  about  seven  miles 
from  the  enem}'  now^  next  to  Maryland.  Go  into  Maryland  on 
picket  guard  once  in  five  days.  Like  it  first  rate — sit  or  la^^ 
down  twenty-four  hours  beside  the  road  and  stop  every  team 
that  comes  along  and  search  it. 

I.  C. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Camp  Brightwood,  Feb.  1<S,  1862. 
Dear  Sister: — 

I  received  your  letter  in  due  time  and  was  ver}^  glad  to  hear 
from  you.  I  am  well  and  tough  and  in  good  spirits.  Our  band 
played  last  night  and  we  gave  nine  hearty  cheers  and  the  same 
.again  this  morning.  They  fired  thirty-four  guns  at  sunrise  this 
morning  from  Fort  Massachusetts.  I  had  to  shovel  a  good  man^^ 
clays  on  that  fort.  I  got  a  large  box  from  Worcester.  It  w^as 
full  of  everything  that  was  nice  to  eat.  The  town  pays  my  wife 
•one  dollar  a  week  and  she  hasn't  spent  a  cent  that  I  have  sent 
home.  The  town  sent  all  the  Spencer  boys  two  shirts  apiece. 
The  government  shirts  are  not  large  enough  for  a  bo}^  ten  3'ears 
■old  but  I  can  get  these  on  over  my  overcoat.  The  cloth  cost 
three  dollars  a  pair.  Our  old  clothes  have  all  been  condemned 
:ana  we  have  got  to  pay  ninety  cents  for  what  we  have  worn 
them,  and  have  got  some  new  ones.  They  are  sky  blue  felt  over- 
coats and  we  have  got  dark  blue  frock  coats.  It  is  rain  and  mud 
here  all  the  time  for  the  last  two  months. 

I  have  just  had  my  dinner,  rice  and  molasses.  I  have  to 
lay  down  to  write  this  letter,  the  old  hut  leaks  so.  I  don't  know 
as  you  can  read  it.  Give  my  love  to  all  and  write  again  soon. 
Tell  mother  to  give  three  cheers  for  Foote,  three  more  for  Burn- 
side  and  nine  more  for  Fort  Donnelson  ;  hurrah,  hurrah,  hurrah 
for  Grant.    I  will  send  3'ou  some  papers  once  in  a  while.  The 
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boys  feel  good  out  here  today  over  the  great  vietorw  I  am  go- 
ing to  write  to  David  now,  so  goodb^^ 

I.  C. 
May  •24th,  isiri. 

Dear  Mother:  — 

I  am  well  and  hearty  and  in  camp  on  the  road  to  Richmond, 
not  over  fifteen  miles  from  that  place  with  the  arm>'  in  front  of 
lis.  Had  some  hard  times  since  we  left  Yorktown.  We  are  on 
the  advance.  Have  a  good  deal  of  picket  gnard  to  do.  We  were 
the  third  company  that  crossed  the  river  at  Bottom  Bridge  yes- 
terday. May  '2'hd — Had  a  hard  thunderstorm  yesterday  so  I 
had  to  leave  off  writing.  Can't  write  much  now.  Expect  to 
advance  soon.  Been  making  bridges  two  or  three  days.  I  was 
on  guard  three  days  and  two  nights  last  week  and  it  rained  all 
the  time.  All  I  ask  is  my  health  and  pleasant  weather — that  is 
a  soldier's  comfort.  The  closer  we  get  to  Richmond  the  better 
we  feel,  but  after  lad  ing  out  in  the  rain  and  mud  three  or  four 
days  at  a  time  it  makes  a  man  think  of  home,  but  it  beats  all 
that  I  don't  take  cold  or  get  sick  with  my  feet  wet  for  a 
week  at  a  time.  I  am  well  and  hearty  as  I  ever  was.  Last  week 
I  was  out  on  a  skirmish ;  came  on  to  the  enem}" ;  got  a  shot  at 
them ;  they  got  one  at  us.  The  balls  flew  around  m}-  head  and 
sounded  like  a  swarm  of  bees  but  hurt  none  of  us.  Can  go  to  Rich- 
mond in  going  eight  miles  cross  lots.  And  we  are  all  ready  and 
willing  to  go.  There  is  going  to  be  a  hard  battle  here  or  none 
at  all,  I  can't  guess  which.  Have  to  guess  at  everything.  Can't 
tell  fifteen  minutes  before  we  go  into  a  fight  whether  w^e  are  go- 
ing or  not.  Can't  write  any  more  this  time,  so  goodby.  Send 
your  letters  to  Fortress  Monroe. 

From  I.  C. 
WORCRSTER,  July  2(lth,  ]S(;2. 

Dear  Sister: — 

I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  inform  you  of  the  news  tiiat 
brings  sorrow  to  every  heart.  As  near  as  I  can  ascertain  Isaiah 
is  no  more.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  July  1st  in  de- 
fense of  his  country  before  Richmond.  He  was  shot  in  the 
breast,  and  I  expect  he  was  taken  prisoner  after  he  was  shot  for 
I  see  by  the  papers  there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Crosl)>-  that 
died  of  his  wounds  July  'Id.  I  saw  it  in  the  paper  yesterday, 
and  today  Thomas  and  I  went  up  to  Spencer  to  see  if  we  could 
hear  anything  about  him,  but  could  not.  ^Irs.  Plorace  Prouty 
told  me  that  her  husband  wrote  to  her  that  Isaiah  was  shot  in 
the  breast  and  he  helped  carry  him  off  the  field  to  the  hospital. 
I  wrote  to  him  to  rind  out  and  let  me  know  as  soon  as  he  could. 

D.  C. 
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Copy  of  letter  written  by  an  officer  in  1802:  — 
"Isaiah  Crosby,  a  private  in  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols,  died  on 
the  2nd  of  July  of  a  wound  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  breast  while  in 
the  battle  at  Malvern.  Hill.  He  was  from  Spencer  and  leaves  a 
wife  to  mourn  his  loss.  In  writing  to  her  the  painful  news  an 
officer  in  the  company  says:" 

"While  we  are  saddened  b}^  the  death  of  our  comrade  we 
cannot  but  rejoice  that  he  died  while  doing  his  duty  bravely  and 
nobly.  He  has  given  his  life  to  preserve  our  glorious  Union,, 
has  sealed  his  patriotism  with  his  blood." 

"  He  had  left  his  home  in  his  spirits'  pride, 
With  his  wife's  sweet  word  and  blessing  ; 
He  stood  with  the  vaHant,  side  by  side, 
His  conntr3''s  wrongs  redressing." 

87  CUMHINGS,  JOSEPH    L.    Musician    Co.    H,  57th 
Mass.  Vols.,  bootmaker,  thirty-eight,  married,  Spencer.  En- 
listed Dec.  IS,  bS()o,  mustered  in  Jan.  11,  1864,  discharged  Aug 
8,  l<S(5o. 

88  DANA,  LOUIS.  A  French  boy,  eighteen  years  old  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C;  was  born  in  Canada.  He  had  not 
been  long  in  Spencer  and  C(juld  only  imperfectly  speak  English.. 
But  he  was  bright,  intelligent,  obedient  and  attentive  to  dut}'- 
He  fell  Mar.  14,  lS()-2,  at  Newberne,  N.  C,  in  the  charge  made 
b}^  his  company  and  three  other  companies  of  the  21st  CA,  B,  C 
and  H)  on  a  reconnaissance  inside  the  rebel  entrenchments.  The 
fog  of  the  morning  combined  with  the  smoke  of  battle  was  so- 
dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  the  enemy  and  General  Reno 
at  once  ordered  a  reconnaissance  by  Colonel  Clark,  who  sent  Capt. 
Richardson  with  Co.  C  into  the  fog  "to  feel  around  and  find  out 
what  was  in  there."  vSix  brass  field  pieces  of  the  enemy's  were 
soon  discovered  apparently  unsupported  by  infantry.  The  fact 
being  soon  reported  to  Colonel  Clark,  he  directly  followed  with 
three  other  companies  to  the  support  of  Co.  C.  On  his  first 
glance  at  the  guns  the  Colonel  ordered  a  charge  upon  them  and 
took  them,  the  gunners  running  away.  During  this  charge  a 
severe  and  incessant  firing  was  kept  up  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
charging  party  and  the  loss  from  killed  and  wounded  was  large. 
This  firing  came  from  the  rebel  regiments  (7th,  ooth  and  o7th  N. 
C.)  at  first  concealed  partly  by  the  fog,  partly  by  brush  and  by 
part  of  them  being  in  a  ravine.  Meantime  a  light  breeze  had 
sprung  up  and  the  fog  was  gradually  scattering  away,  revealing 
to  both  parties  their  relative  numbers. 

Captain  WaJcott,  Co.  B  and  his  men  had  drawn  one  of  the 
captured  guns  out  of  its  embrasure,  loaded  it  and  turned  it  on 
the  enemy.  The  whole  force  of  the  enemy  charged  and  Colonel 
Clark,  immediately  seeing  how  greatly  he  was  outnumbered, com- 
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manded  his  men  to  spring  over  parapet  and  retreat  over  tlie  ont- 
side  of  the  work  whieh  they  did.  Not  finding  (xeneral  Reno  to 
report  to  him  tiie  rebel  situation  inside  the  works  as  re\  ealed  by 
his  reconnaissance  but  finding  Cok)nel  Rodman  of  the  4th  R.  I. 
and  Colonel  Hyland  of  the  Nth  Conn,  with  tlieir  regiments  near 
and  not  engaged,  Colonel  Clark  informed  them  how  tilings  stood 
.and  urged  them  to  re-enter  the  works  where  he  had  entered  them 
and  take  the  enemy  in  flank.  This  they  did  in  all  i)ossible 
haste.  About  the  same  time  General  Foster  led  the  2-"')tli  Mass. 
to  a  charge  upon  the  works  in  front  and  the  eiiem>-  broke  and 
fled.  It  was  in  this  affair  that  Dana  and  several  other  enlisted 
men  of  the  l^lst  were  killed.  At  the  outset  Lieut.  Frazer  A. 
Stearns,  acting  adjutant,  who  was  about  to  accompany  Co.  C, 
fell  mortally  wounded.  General  Buriiside  gave  the  gun,  turned 
■on  the  enemy,  to  thel^lst  and  Colonel  Clark  with  consent  of  all 
its  ofiicers  gave  it  to  Amherst  College,  of  which  the  Colonel  was  a 
professor  and  Lieut  Stearns  a  student.  At  the  college,  in  the 
hallway  of  the  chemical  labrator}',  enclosed  in  a  glass  case  and 
bearing  a  memorial  of  Lieut.  Stearns  and  the  name  of  Louis 
Dana  of  Spencer  and  seventeen  others  of  the  '2 1st,  who  were 
killed  at  Newbern,  stands  the  gun,  a  brass  field  piece  manufact- 
ured at  Chicopee,  Mass.,  for  the  United  States  government  and 
stolen  by  the  rebels  at  Fort  JMacon,  N.  C,  the  inscription  upon  it 
being  graven  into  the  brass  at  Chicopee  b}^  the  original  manu- 
facturers. The  names  of  two  other  members  of  Co.  C,  though 
not  from  Spencer,  are  on  that  gun,  Thomas  Hurst  of  Leicester 
and  William  H.  Williston  of  New  Bedford. 

Many  others  of  Co.  C  on  this  charge  were  wounded  with  more 
or  less  severity.  Three  of  them  so  seriously  that  their  recovery 
was  unexpected  but  all  of  them  lived  and  in  time  got  well.  Their 
names  were:  Elixe  Bouley  of  Spencer,  Herbert  Claffey  of  Brook- 
field  and  Jeffrey  Vail  of  Worcester.  All  disabled  for  life  they 
Avere  discharged  for  disability  and  their  names  placed  on  the 
pension  rolls. — Maj.  Wm.  T.  Harloic. 

89  DAVIS,  FREEMAN.  Shoemaker,  aged  nineteen,  born 
at  Newmarket,  N.  H.  Enlisted  July  12,  1S(;1,  as  a  private  in 
€o.  E,  loth  Mass.  Vols.,  was  wounded  in  the  side  at  Battle  of 
Ball's  Bluff  and  discharged  for  disability  May  14,  lS(i;5.  He  re- 
■enlisted  from  Leicester,  June  10,  LS(54,  was  made  corporal  in  Co. 
F,  o7th  Mass.  Vols,  and  credited  to  Bolton.  At  the  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness  May  8,  1S64,  he  was  probably  killed  by  a  musket  ball 
through  the  breast.  After  being  hit  and  fallen  to  the  ground  he 
is  said  to  have  raised  himself  and  fired  his  last  shot.  The  woods 
in  which  he  lay  soon  caught  on  fire  and  if  he  had  not  already 
died  of  his  wound  he  must  literally  have  been  roasted  to  death. 
He  was  a  brother  of  James  L.  Davis  of  Co.  E,  l")tli  regiment. 
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Their  father,  Stephen  H.  Davis,  lived  at  Westville.  His  wife 
died  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cenieter3\ 

90  DAVIS,  JAMKS  L.  Private  Co.  E,  loth  Mass.  Vols., 
bootmaker,  eighteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Feb.  11,  18r)2, 
mustered  in  Feb.  11,  1(S()2,  re-enlisted  Feb.  22,  1S()4  and  credited 
to  Millbury,  transferred  from  Co.  E,  loth,  to  Co.  E,  20th  Mass. 
Vols.,  prisoner  of  war,  June  1S64,  released  Dec.  IG,  18G4,  dis- 
charged June  21,  LSG'"). 

91  DENNIS,  HENRY  L-  Was  born  the  sixth  day  of  May, 
1<S41,  in  Hard  wick.  Was  drafted  at  Spencer  July  14,  1(S()8.  En- 
listed for  the  navy  at  the  shipping  office  in  Boston  the  day  fol- 
lowing. Went  to  sea  in  the  frigate  St.  Lawrence  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Washington  from  the  mortar  schooner  Sophronia, 
July  18,  18G4.  Was  credited  to  Spencer,  where  he  is  now  living 
and  follows  the  business  of  house  painting. 

92  DICKINSON,  NATHAN  S.  Was  born  Aug.  81,  188G, 
at  Barre.  He  was  a  farmer  and  had  hired  for  one  year  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Myron  Ludden.  He  was  at  work  on  the  place 
w^hen  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  2r)th  Mass.  Vols.,  Oct.  5, 
18G1.  He  was  discharged  for  disability,  but  after  recovery  re- 
enlisted  in  same  company  and  regiment  on  quota  of  North  Brook- 
field  and  was  paid  a  bount}'  of  $290. GG.  He  was  in  all  the  bat- 
tles of  his  regiment  including  that  of  Cold  Harbor  June  8,  18G4, 
where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  (not  Philadelphia)  where  he  died  Aug.  17,  18G4.  His. 
widow  now  living  (1908)  at  North  Brookfield,  went  to  Wash- 
ington, obtained  the  body  and  he  was  buried  in  that  town.  [Por- 
trait page  42,  this  volume. 

93  DOHERTY,  EDWARD  C.  Private  Co.  C,  19th  Mass. 
Vols.,  tailor,  married,  thirty- one,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer, 
Enlisted  July  81,  18G8,  mustered  July  81,  18G8,  transferred  to 
Co.  F,  28th  Mass.  Vols.,  Jan.  14,  "18G4,  mustered  out  Julv  IG. 
18G5. 

94  DOLAN,  JAMP:S.  Unassigned  recruit.  Private,  twen- 
ty-two, Spencer,  mustered  in  June  9,  18G4.  Never  joined  regi- 
ment. 

95  DOLMAN,  CHARLES.  Private  Co.  F,  5th  Cav.,  la- 
borer, twenty-two.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  8,  18G4,  mustered 
in  June  8,  18()4,  mustered  out  Oct.  81,  18G5  at  expiration  of  ser- 
vice.   


96  DRAPER,  CHARGES  H.  Private  Co.  I,  2d  Mass. 
Hy.  Art.  Born  in  Spencer,  July  18,  1848,  farmer,  eighteen^ 
Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  17,  18G8.  Mustered  in  Jan.  2,  18G4. 
Mustered  out  Sept.  8,  18G5.    After  the  \\  ar  went  to  Worcester  and 
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engaged  in  the  trucking  and  livery  business.  Deceased.  Faniily 
went  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

97  DUVAL,  PHILIP.  Private  Co.  H,  2d  Mass.  Cav.,. 
bootmaker,  twenty-three,  single,  Worcester.     Enlisted  Mch.  20, 

Mustered  in  June  20,  ISV)}].     Mustered  out  July  20,  ISC,.")' 

98  FANNING,  WILLIAM.  Single,  shoemaker,  son  of 
Edward  Planning,  Spencer,  was  born  in  Tramore,  County  of 
Waterford,  Ireland,  Mch.  8,  1844.  Served  in  the  United  States. 
Navy  it  is  thought  on  board  the  ship  Iosco.  After  the  war  re- 
turned home,  but  finally  settled  at  Natick,  where  he  died  Jan'v 
27,  18()7,  and  was  there  buried. 

99  FARREL,  GEORGE.  Private  Co.  F,  -nh  Cav.  Labor- 
er, twenty-one,  from  Charles  Co.,  Md.  Credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  8,  1864.  Mustered  in  June  8,  18(54.  Died  Julv  2*.)... 
18(U,  at  Point  Lookout,  Md. 

m  FAY,  CHARLES  L.  Private  Co.  E,  >Uth  Mass.  \'ols. 
bootmaker,  thirty-nine,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  1,  ISdiL 
Mustered  in  Dec.  1,  18()8.  Transferred  to  Co.  A,  24th  Mass.A'ols. 
Mustered  out  Jan.  20,  186().    Lives  at  Hill,  New  Hampshire. 

101  FAY,  JAMES  C.  Private  Co.  C,  2d  Heavy  Art.,  shoe- 
maker, twenty-one,  single,  Fitchburg.  Credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  7,  1864.  Mustered  in  June  8,  1804.  Discharged 
Sept.  8,  18()5. 

102  FLINT,  ALBERT  S.  Private  Co.  C,  2.")th  Mass.  Vols, 
mechanic,  nineteen,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Oct.  18(11. 
Mustered  in  Oct.  9,  18()1.  Discharged  disabled,  Nov.  8,  18(')2,  at 
Newbern,  N.  C. 

.  103  FOGG,  LUCIEN.  A  brother  of  Mrs.  Henry  R.  Green, 
East  Main  St.,  and  Mrs.  Ward  Bush,  was  born  at  Thomaston,, 
Me.,  May  1,  1848.  Enlisted  June  21,  18(U,  to  enter  the  service. 
He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  at  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  May  12,  1S(;4. 
He  was  a  member  of  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  About  five  miles 
from  Washington,  D.  C,  the  10th  Regt.  and  brigade  to  wliich 
it  belonged  built  three  earth  forts,  one  of  them  called  Fort  Massa- 
chusetts. There  was  an  underground  entrance  to  this  fort  which 
Fogg  was  guarding  one  night  when  the  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  New 
York  8Gth  Regiment,  considerabl}' under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
came  up  on  horseback.  He  refused  to  give  the  countersign  and 
tried  to  force  an  entrance.  P'oggat  once  took  aim  and  fired,  the 
bullet  taking  off  an  epaulet  and  the  flesh  underneath  it  to  the 
bone.  This  sobered  the  officer  who,  after  apologizing  and  com- 
mending Fogg  for  attention  to  duty,  drove  away  to  have  his 
wound  dressed,  glad  indeed  to  have  escaped  with  his  life.  [Por- 
trait page  ()2  this  volume. 
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104  FORREST,  DANIEL.  Was  born  the  eleventh  day  of 
T'eb.,  1841,  in  the  Count}^  of  Cork,  Ireland.  He  entered  the 
.•service  Aug.  lo,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  I,  50th  Regt.  Mass. 
A^ols.  and  was  discharged  Aug  lo,  1N()3,  his  term  of  service  having 
expired.  He  was  in  the  forty-nine  days'  siege  of  Port  Hudson 
which  he  considered  the  most  important'event  in  his  service.  He 
died  Oct.  31,  1881,  and  was  buried  at  St.  Mary's  Cemetery. 

105  FORREST,  WILLIAM.  Was  born  July  2d,  1844,  in 
Leicester.  He  entered  the  service  Sept.  oO,  18()2,  as  a  private  in 
Co.  I,  oOth  Regt.  Mass.  Vols.,  and  on  expiration  of  service  was 
discharged  Aug.  24,  18()o.  He  re-enlisted  as  "  corporal  "  in  Co. 
C,  4th  Mass.  Cavalr}^  and  was  finall}^  discharged  Nov.  27,  1865, 
the  w^ar  having  closed.  He  deemed  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson, 
forty-nine  davs,  to  be  the  most  important  event  in  his  service. 
He  died  March  18,  1883,  at  North  Brookfield. 

106  FRINK,  WILLARD  A.  Was  born  July  14,  1836,  at 
Brookfield,  and  was  a  twin  brother  of  Wm.  A.  Mendell,  now^  of 
High  street,  Spencer.  He  enlisted  Jan'y  5,  1864,  as  a  private  in 
Co.  H,  25th  Mass.  Vols,  and  w^as  killed  at  Drury's  Bluff,  Va., 
May  16,  1864,  a  little  more  than  four  months  after  he  entered  the 
service.  His  widow  now  resides  in  Spencer.  [Portrait  page  66 
this  volume. 

107  FOSTER,  WILLIAM.  Private  7th  Batt.  Light  Art., 
laborer,  twenty-three,  single,  New  York.  Credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  3,  1864.  Mustered  in  June  3,  1864.  Never  joined 
for  service. 

108  GAGE,  GARDINER  M.  Housepainter,  was  born  at 
Monson,  Feb'y  4,  1820.  He  had  been  in  Spencer  only  about  two 
weeks  when  he  and  his  brother,  James  W.  H.  Gage,  enlisted 
July  19,  1<S()2,  as  privates  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  later 
the  first  named  was  made  corporal.  He  was  one  of  the  color 
guard  when  the  34tli  w^as  stationed  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  because 
of  this  had  more  privileges  than  w^ere  accorded  the  rank  and  file. 
He  was  allowed  to  hire  a  house,  send  for  his  wife,  set  up  house- 
keeping and  had  the  comforts  of  home  life,  rather  than  the  rough 
life  of  the  camp.  The  time,  however,  came  when  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  on  Oct.  13,  1863,  at  the  battle  of 
Berrj^ville,  Va.,  Gardiner  M.  Gage  was  shot  in  the  breast  and 
mortall)^  wounded.  Walton  Livermore  was  beside  him  in  line 
when  the  bullet  did  its  deadl}^  w^ork.  His  wife  and  son  obtained 
the  body  and  it  w^as  buried  with  military  honors  in  his  native 
town.     [Portrait  on  page  70  this  volume. 

109  GAGE,  JAMES  W.  H.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
A^ols.,  painter,  thirt3^-one,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19, 
1862.  Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Mustered  out  June  16,  1865. 
Deceased  at  South  Framingham. 
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1 1 1  GIBBS,  LY  M  AN  C.  Just  before  the  war,  came  to  Spen- 
cer from  New  Salem,  where  he  was  born  eighteen  years  before,  and 
entered  into  employment  at  farm  work  and  brick  making  with 
Mr.  Abner  Rowland.  He  was  a  bright  and  hopeful  youth, 
quickly  learned  the  drill  and  guard  duty  and  no  doubt,  had 
he  lived  longer,  would  have  been  a  very  useful  soldier.  He  was 
the  first  of  his  company  and  the  first  of  his  regiment  to  lose  his 
life  in  his  country's  service.  His  company  was  guarding  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  between  Annapolis  Junction  and 
Laurel  Station  about  six  miles  southerly  from  the  Junction 
towards  Washington.  Sentinels  were  posted  on  beats  along  the 
railroad  with  an  extra  one  on  a  bridge  over  the  Patuxent  river. 
Gibbs,  who  was  on  duty  at  the  bridge,  was  run  over  and  killed 
by  the  cars  the  night  of  Sept.  6,  1861.  Of  course  it  was  an  acci- 
dent and  the  manner  of  it  was  never  known.  The  discharge  of 
a  gun  at  the  bridge  was  heard  by  the  other  sentinels,  and 
by  the  officer  in  charge  at  Laurel.  Lieut.  Kilton,  who  imme- 
diately with  men  and  lanterns  went  to  the  bridge,  found  th^ 
mangled  body  of  Gibbs  on  the  track.  Until  his  gun  was  found, 
which  was  not  immediately,  it  was  supposed  that  he  had  been 
shot  by  an  enemy.  The  discharge,  undoubtedly  that  of  Gibbs' 
own  gun,  which  was  loaded  and  had  a  cap  hammered  down  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  on  guard  duty,  resulted,  probably,  from 
either  the  direct  stroke  of  the  engine  on  the  gun  or  from  the  gun 
being  thrown  by  the  stroke  violently  to  the  ground.  Leave  was 
obtained  to  bury  his  body  in  the  little  cemetery  at  the  village  of 
Laurel  and  a  grave  was  dug  there  for  him.  As  many  of  his  com- 
rades as  could  be  spared  from  guard  duty  followed  his  body  with 
reversed  arms.  In  the  absence  of  the  chaplain  Lieut.  Harlow 
read  the  burial  service  and  his  comrades  in  arms  fired  a  last  parting 
salute  over  poor  Gibbs.  Sadder  funeral  was  never  attended  in 
peace  or  in  war.  —  Maj.  IVm.  T.  Harloiv. 

Soldier  Gibbs  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols. ,  July  28, l-Slil . 
He  wished  in  a  few  days  he  had  not  entered  into  the  contract  but 
when  he  failed  to  present  himself  for  duty  an  officer  was  sent  for 
him  and  without  hesitating  he  gathered  up  his  small  personal 
estate  and  went  with  him.  Pension  No.  171,  one  of  the  earliest 
issued  on  account  of  the  Civil  War,  was  (probably)  granted  to 
his  mother  as  he  had  no  wife.  He  was  a  capital  story  teller  and 
popular  with  his  comrades.  Credited  to  New  Salem  although  a 
Spencer  soldier. 

112  GIBSON,  EDMUND  J.  Private,  Co.  K,  25th  Mass. 
Vols.  Farmer,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  vSept.  K), 
1861.  Mustered  in  Sept.  16,  1861.  Ke-enlisted  Jan.  18,  1S()4. 
Credited  to  Snencer.    Discharged  June  29,  1865. 
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113  QIFFIN,  CHARLES  H.  Private,  Co.  E,  84th  Mass., 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  thirty-eight,  musician,  married.  Spencer. 
Enhsted  July  19,  1862.  Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Mustered 
out  July  5,  1865.    Lived  at  Brook  field.  Deceased. 

114  GILES,  NATHAN.  Private,  twenty-one.  Mustered 
in  Jan.  19,  1865.    64th  Regt.  Colored  Troops. 

115  GREEN,  ALANSON.  Private,  Co.  D,  3rd  Mass.  Cav. 
Bootmaker,  thirty-seven,  married.  Spencer.  Discharged  July  29, 
1865  by  G.  O.  W.  D.    Living  at  Spencer. 

116  GREEN,  DAVID.  Was  born  Aug.  20,  1827,  at  Wren- 
tham.  Enlisted  Jan.  4,  1864,  as  a  private  in  Co.  D,  3rd  Mass. 
Cav.  and  died  in  hospital  at  Algiers,  La.,  July  28,  1864.  Was 
married.  His  widow  married  Harry  Smith  and  now  resides 
in  Chelsea.    Portrait  on  page  78  of  this  volume. 

117  GREEN,  JAMES.  Unassigned  recruit.  Private, 
twenty-two.  Spencer.  Mustered  in  June  9,  1864.  Never  joined 
regiment. 


JOEL  W.  GREEN 

118  GREEN,  JAMES  W.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.  Boot  crimper,  thirty-eight,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted 
July  I9,  1862.  Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Discharged  disabled 
April  4,  1865. 


INDIVIDUAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


147 


119  GREEN,  JOEL  WRIGHT.  Tinman.  Son  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Green,  was  born  in  Spencer,  Dec.  4,  1840.  He  enlisted  as 
a  private  Sept.  17,  1861.  in  Co.  C,  1st  Cavalry  and  died  of  disease 
at  Potomac  Creek,  Va.,  Jan.  22,  1S68.  His  body  was  brought 
home  for  burial  and  interred  in  the  old  Cunningham  cemetery. 

120  GREEN,  THEODORE.  Private  Co.  F,  ()()th  Mass. 
Vols.,  twenty.  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864.  Expiration 
of  service,  Nov.  30,  1864.  Lives  in  or  near  Boston.  Manufac- 
tures lumber  in  New  Hampshire. 

121  GRIFFIN,  MICHAEL.  Was  born  August  26,  1838, 
in  Kelworth,  Ireland.  He  entered  the  service  Dec.  26,  1863,  as  a 
private  in  Co.  A,  4th  Regt.  Mass.  Cavalry,  and  made  Corporal 
June  5,  1864.  Was  discliarged  as  Commissary  Sergeant  at  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  Nov.  14th,  1865,  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 
Living  in  Spencer. 

122  GROUT,  JOHN  E.  Private  Co.  H,  57th  Mass.  Vols. 
Farmer,  thirty-three,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  19,  1863. 
Mustered  in  Jan.  11,  1864.  Discharged  July  1 ,  1864,  by  order  of 
Gen.  Dix. 

123  GUILFORD,  JONAS.  Private  Co.  F,  60th  Mass. 
Vols.  Twenty-four,  J^pencer.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864.  Ex- 
piration of  service  Nov.  30,  1864.  For  biography  see  Vol.  II, 
page  167.    Lawyer  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

124  HALE,  AMOS  H.  Corporal  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols. 
Boot  click,  twenty-three,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19,  1862. 
Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Mustered  out  June  16,  1865.  After 
the  war  engaged  in  business  in  Chicago.  At  present  clerk  in 
broker's  ofhce  -at  Danville,  111. 

125  HALE,  HENRY  A.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols. 
Boot  click,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19,  1862. 
N'ustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Discharged,  disabled.  May  1,  1863. 
Living  at  North  Adams.    Employed  in  shoe  factory. 

126  HALE,  WILLIAM  S.  Was  born  Nov.  18,  1845,  in 
Spencer.  Entered  the  service  July  13,  1864  as  a  private  in  Co.  E, 
60th  Regt.  Mass.  Vol  .Militia,  and  was  discharged  Nov.  30,  1864, 
by  reason  of  expiration  of  service.  He  was  connnissi«>ned  as 
bugler  while  in  service  which  rank  he  held  wdien  discharged. 
He  states  that  the  most  important  event  occurring  during  his 
service  was  destroying  the  "  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  "  in 
Indiana.  At  present  clerk  in  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  Albany, 
New  York. 

127  HALL,  FRANCIS  E.  Private  Co.  F,  60th  Mass. 
Vols.  Twenty-three,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864.  Expir- 
ation of  service  Nov.  30,  1864.    Resides  at  Quincy,  Mass. 
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128  HARDING,  GEORGE  W.  Private  Co.  K,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.  Farmer,  eighteen,  vSpencer.  Enlisted  ]n]y  19,  1861. 
Mustered  in  July  19,  1861.  Discharged  for  disability  May  8, 
1862. 

129  HARLOW,  Wilham  T.  First  Lieut.  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.  Lawyer,  thirty-two,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  28, 
186L  Mustered  in  August  23,1861.  Captain  July  29,  1862. 
Resigned  April  25,  1863.     [See  biography,  this  volume,  page  9.] 

130  HARRINGTON,  DENNIS.  Private  Co.  E,  25th  Mass. 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty-seven,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
June  3,  1862.  Mustered  in  June  3,  1862.  Born  in  Ireland,  July 
3,  1832.    Died  Sept.  21,  1862,  in  hospital  at  Newbern,  N.  C. 

131  HASTINGS,  JOHN  G.  Was  born  in  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.  He  entered  the  service  June  21,  1861,  as  a  private 
in  Co.  H,  10th  Regt.  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  Dec.  21, 
1861,  for  disability  brought  on  by  malaria.  He  did  not  ask  for 
his  discharge,  preferring  to  stay  with  his  regiment  and  fight  as 
opportunity  came,  but  the  doctors  said  he  would  certainly  die  if 
he  stayed  in  the  malarial  district,  so  there  appeared  no  other  alter- 
native but  to  return  home.  After  he  reached  Spencer  he  was 
unable  to  work  and  was  in  reduced  circumstances,  such  as  he 
had  never  experienced  before  during  his  married  life,  but  the 
good  people  of  the  town  in  many  ways  and  at  divers  times  showed 
their  ready  sympathy  for  a  man  who  had  gone  to  the  front  to 
fight  their  battles  and  through  no  fault  of  his  own  had  lost  his 
health.  Mr.  Hastings  finding  he  could  not  pay  his  rent  called 
upon  Asa  T.  Jones,  his  landlord,  and  stated  the  case.  -  "  Don't 
worry  about  rent,"  said  Mr.  Jones.  "  As  long  as  you  are  sick 
and  unable  to  pay  rent  you  will  not  be  turned  out  of  doors." 
One  day  Mr.  Hastings  was  surprised  to  find  Henry  Bemis  unload- 
ing a  cord  of  hard  wood  at  his  residence.  "I  thought,"  said 
Mr.  Bemis  "you  might  want  a  little  w^ood,  and  so  brought  you 
some.  It  won't  cost  3^ou  anything,  and  I  thought  would  help 
you  alon^  through  the  winter."  Passing  down  Main  street  b}^ 
Union  block  Abram  Capen  stood  outside  his  market  door  and 
asked  Mr.  Hastings  to  come  in.  "What  kind  of  meat  do  you  like 
best?"  said  Mr.  Capen.  Mr.  Hastings  told  him  and  ample  slices 
were  cut  off  and  handed  him  without  money  and  without  price. 
This  was  not  the  last  of  Mr.  Capen's  favors  in  that  line,  and 
so  the  good  work  went  on  until  Mr.  Hastings  recovered  his  health 
and  became  able  to  pursue  his  former  avocation. 

Mr.  Hastings  lives  in  Spencer,  engaged  in  the  fish  business. 

" 'Tis  woven  in  the  world's  great  plan, 
And  fixed  by  Heaven's  decree 
That  all  the  true  delight  of  man 
Should  spring  from  sympathy." 


INDIVIDUAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


149 


132  HAWES,  LEROY.  Was  born  at  New  Braintree,  Sept. 
24,  1839  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.  Jnly 
31,  1862.  He  died  on  hospital  transport  April  3,  ISC).").  When 
living  in  Spencer  he  made  his  home  for  several  years  with  the 
late  Isaac  Hill,  on  the  road  to  North  Spencer.  [See  portrait  on 
page  38  this  volume. 

133  HENRY,  CORPORA!.  GEORGE  W.  Was  a  native 
of  Spencer  and  an  intimate  friend  and  companion  of  Corporal 
Barr  before  as  well  as  after  their  enlistment  in  the  21st. 
Henry  was  twenty  years  old  at  the  time.  His  parents,  with 
v^hom  he  was  then  living,  resided  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 

Barr  and  Henry,  before  they  came  to  the  21st,  had  enlisted 
in  the  Worcester  company— Co.  D,  of  the  15th,  and  had  learned 
to  drill  at  Camp  Scott  where  the  15th  was  encamped.  On  ac- 
count of  dissatisfaction  about  officers  they  left  the  loth  before 
muster  into  the  U.  S.  service.  On  account  of  their  good  drill 
they  were  both  made  corporals  to  begin  with.  Henry  was  a 
young  man  of  good  piomise  and  an  excellent  .^oldier  and  non- 
commissioned officer.  He  and  another  Spencer  man  of  Co.  C, 
Samuel  D.  S.irgent,  were  both  killed  at  the  same  volley  of  the 
enemy  at  the  first  battle  of  the  21st,  at  Roanoke  Island,  Feb.  8, 
1862,  and  buried  near  where  they  fell.       .  . 

It  would  seem  appropriate  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  bat- 
tle where  the  town  of  Spencer  suffered  its  first  loss  in  the  war. 
The  21st  landed  on  Roanoke  late  in  the  afternoon  of  Feb.  7, 
1862,  and  without  supper  or  sleep  spent  the  night  on  picket  in 
front  of  the  selected  and  fortified  position  of  the  enemy.  The 
island  is  a  long,  narrow  crescent-shaped  strip  of  land  with  a  great 
swamp  extending  across  the  middle  of  it  and  a  single  road,  run- 
ning lengthwise  of  the  island  and  through  the  swamp,  of  cordu- 
roy about  fifteen  feet  wide.  Across  this  road  in  the  swamp,  the 
rebels  had  built  a  redoubt  with  four  embrasures  in  it  for  cannon 
to  concentrate  their  fire  on  this  corduroy  road  which  was  flanked 
on  both  sides  by  the  swamp,  full  of  mud  and  water,  brush  and 
briars  and  had  been  deemed  impassable  for  troops  by  the  rebel 
engineers. 

On  the  morning  of  February  8,  1862,  several  other  regi- 
ments marched  past  the  21st  to  attack  the  rebel  position  in  front 
and  were  repulsed,  after  which  attempts  were  made  to  flank 
the  position  both  on  the  right  and  on  the  left.  The  21st  were  of 
the  flanking  party,  Reno's  Brigade  on  the  rebel  right,  and  at 
length  succeeded  in  reaching  a  position  directly  on  the  right 
flank  of  the  rebel  redoubt.  Gen.  Reno  immediately  ordered  a 
charge  by  his  brigade.     It  was  upon  this  charge  that  Henry  and 
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Sargent  both  fell.  T  his  charge  was  immediately  followed  by 
another  charge  of  Parks'  Brigade  on  the  opposite  flank,  and  by 
Foster's  Brigade  in  front.  But  of  them  all  the  21st  Mass.  was  the 
first  regiment  to  get  into  the  redoubt.  The  enemy  left  without 
delay.  [See  portrait,  page  21,  this  volume. — Maj.  W.  T.  Harlow. 

This  Spencer  boy  was  killed  by  a  bullet  entering  his  mouth 
and  then  passing  onward  with  barely  force  enough  to  go  through 
the  brain.  The  bullet  is  said  then  to  have  dropped  to  the 
ground  and  was  thought  to  have  been  the  same  one  that  killed 
Samuel  D.  Sargent.  Henry  was  directly  behind  Sargent  at 
the  time.     [See  portrait,  page  19,  this  volume.] 

He  was  buried  beside  his  comrade,  Sargent,  near  the  earth- 
works at  the  fort.  Afterward  some  of  the  soldiers  remembering 
that  he  had  a  ten  dollar  bill  in  one  of  his  pockets  disinterred  the 
body,  recovered  the  money  and  sent  it  home  to  his  parents. 
Thus  passed  on  to  the  spirit  world  the  first  native  born  Spencer 
soldier  killed  in  battle  during  the  Civil  War. 

134  HEFFRON,  THOMAS.  Was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Ileffron,  currier,  and  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  was,  with 
his  father,  employed  as  a  currier  by  Isaac  Prouty  at  his  currier 
shop  on  North  street.  He  joined  Co.  A,  154th  New  York  Vols, 
at  Randolph,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  5,  1862,  and  was  killed  in  battle  at 
Pine  Knob,  Ga.,  June  15,  1864.     [See  portrait  page  34.] 

135  HICKEY,  JOHN.  Private,  Co.  C,  4th  Mass.  Cav. 
Bootmaker,  twenty-three,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Feb.  8, 
1864.    Mustered  in  Feb.  18,  1864.    Mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 

136  HINDLEY,  SOLOMON  KINGSBURY.  Was  born 
April  29,  1837,  in  Manchester,  England.  Entered  the  service  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  as  a  private  in  Co.  H,  10th  Regt.  Mass. 
Vol.  Inf.  Was  discharged  at ''Boston,  June  21,  1864,  his  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired.  He  was  promoted  to  Corporal. 
His  first  battle  was  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.  Subsequently  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Gettysburg.  His 
most  intimate  comrades  in  the  service  were  John  W.  Bigelow^  of 
Spencer,  George  H.  Howard  of  West  Brookfield,  Patrick  Kelley 
of  Spencer,  Andrew  Suner  of  Shelburne  Falls,  and  Micaja  H. 
Vincent  of  Conway,  Mass.  He  had  a  partial  attack  of  paralysis 
March  31,  1862,  on  the  Peninsular  and  was  not  reported  for  duty 
until  June,  1863.  In  the  meantime  he  performed  such  duties  as 
his  condition  would  permit.  He  was  company  commissary  for 
two  years  and  was  quartermaster's  clerk  in  the  winter  of  1862-3. 
At  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  he  was  prostrated  by  sunstroke  and 
again  a  few  days  later  at  Frinkstown,  Md.  At  the  tin.e  of  the 
first  draft  he  was  detailed  for  duty  in  Massachusetts,  being 
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chief  clerk  in  Gen.  Devens'  office  at  Galloup's  Island,  Boston 
Harbor.  After  this  he  was  for  a  long  time  with  the  BuUard 
Arms  compan}^  of  Springfield  and  later  was  private  secretar}-  to 
G.  Henry  Whitcomb,  envelope  manufacturer,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.  He  was  an  expert  accountant  and  while  with  Mr.  Whit- 
comb had  charge  of  the  financial  books  of  Amherst  College,  of 
which  institution  Mr.  Whitcomb  was  treasurer.  His  health 
failing,  he  purchased  the  former  homestead  of  his  father-in-law, 
Isaac  N.  Stearns,  near  Hillsville.  Here  he  farmed  for  some 
years,  much  to  his  satisfaction,  when  a  further  decline  in  health 
made  it  advisable  to  sell  his  place  which  he  did  and  removed  to 
the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  John  Hindley,  nearby.  Here 
he  lived  until  his  death,  October  18,  1902,  and  was  buried  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery.  He  became  much  interested  in  religion 
during  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  and  was  an  earnest  and  val- 
ued member  of  the  M.  E.  church.  ( Portrait  on  page  84)  He 
died  in  the  hope  of  a  blissful  immortality — 

"  The  last  end  of  the  good  man  is  peaie 
How  caltn  his  exit: 

>:ight  dews  fall  not  more  gentlj'  to  the  g'ouiid 
Nor  weary,  wo.n  out  winds  expire  so  soft  " 


GEO.  H.  HOW.VKD  WALTON  LIVRRMORE 


137  HORAN.  THOMAS.  Private,  25th  Mass.  Vols.  Un- 
assigned  recruit.  Mason,  thirty-eight,  Boston.  Credited  to 
Spencer.     Enlisted  June  15,  1864       Mustered  in  June  15,  18()4. 

138  HOWARD,  GEORGE  H.  Private  Co.  H,  10th  Mass. 
Vols  Bootmaker,  twenty-six,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June 
21,  1861.  Mustered  in  June  21,  1861  Mustered  out  July  1, 
1864  Under  date  of  Nov.  12,  1908,  Mr  Howard  writes:  "I 
have  lived  in  West  Brookfield  most  of  the  time  since  the  war.  I 
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wavS  a  merchant  for  several  years  until  my  health  failed  me  en- 
tirely. I  have  not  seen  a  well  day  since  I  came  out  of  the  army 
My  left  side  is  paralyzed;  I  have  not  walked  without  crutches  for 
twenty-five  years  Had  it  not  been  for  the  care  of  my  beloved 
and  devoted  wife  I  should  have  answered  the  roll-call  on  the 
other  side  years  ago." 

139  HOWBS,  ALDEN  B.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.  Shoemaker,  forty-one  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  28, 
1861.  Mustered  in  Aug.  23,  1861.  Transferred  to  Co.  I,  86th 
Mass.  Vols.  Re-enlisted  Jan.  1,  1864.  Mustered  in  Jan.  2, 1864. 
Credited  to  Spencer.  Transferred  to  Co.  C,  56th  Mass.  Vols. 
June  8,  1865.     Mustered  out  July  12,  1865. 

140  HUNTBR,  OTIS  M.  Was  born  in  Spencer,  May  25, 
1837.  Enlisted  July  19,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols,  and  was  drowned  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Va.,  April  9,  1864. 
The  following  letter  gives  additional  data. 

Harper's  Ferky,  Va.,  April  10th,  1864. 

Sir:—  It  is  with  pain  that  I  communicate  to  you  the  death 
of  your  son,  Oiis  M.  Hunter,  of  my  company.  He  was  on  guard 
at  Shenandoah  bridge  on  the  night  of  the  9th  and  as  near  as  we 
can  learn  fell  through  a  hole  in  the  bridge  and  was  drowned. 
The  river  was  very  high  at  the  time,  and  a  man  once  in,  it 
would  be  impo.ssible  for  them  to  have  saved  him.  His  remains 
may  be  found  below^  but  the  chances  are  very  small 

Otis  has  always  been  one  of  my  best  men,  and  never  since 
he  has  been  in  the  service  have  I  had  occasion  to  reprimand  him. 
Your  son  Charles  will  write  you  the  particulars  of  the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  WILLIAM   R.  BACON 
To  John  A.  Hunter,  Capt.  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Inf. 

Spencer,  Mass. 

[i:;ee  portrait  on  page  46  of  this  volume. 

141  HUNTER,  CHARLES  ADAMS.  Was  born  Au- 
gust 26,  1843,  in  Spencer.  He  entered  the  service  at  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  July  19,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Inf., 
was  finally  discharged  June  16,  1865  at  Richmond,  Va.  by  reason 
of  the  war  having  closed.  In  November,  1868  he  was  promoted 
to  corporal;  in  April,  1865,  to  lance  sergeant  and  sergeant ;  and  on 
June  18,  1865,  to  second  lieutenant.  The  first  battle  in  which  he 
engaged  was  the  battle  at  Ripon,  West  Virginia,  Oct.  19,  1868. 
Subsequently  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Newmarket,  Pied- 
mont, Lynchburg,  Snicker's  Ford,  Winchester  (July  24,  1864) 
Martinsburg,  Halltown,  Berryville,  Winchester  (Sept.  19,  1864), 
Fisher's  Hill,  Stickney's  Farm,  Cedar  Cieek,  Hatcher's  Run,  Fort 
Gregg,  Appomatox  Court  House  April  9,  1865.    His  most  in- 
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timate  comrades  in  the  service  were  George  P.  Clark,  L.  W. 
Worthington,  Walton  Livermore,  H.  W.  Beniis  and  Ira  K. 
Lackey.  He  was  awarded  a  "Medal  of  Honor"  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  was  presented  to  him  by  Mrs.  John  Gibbon,  wife 
of  General  John  Gibbon,  commanding  the  '24th  i\nny  Corps  at 
Richmond  June  lo,  LS()5.  He  served  as  color  guard  or  color 
bearer  in  every  battle  his  company  was  in  except  the  Battle  of 
Ripon,  West  Virginia.  For  complete  biography  of  Mr.  Hunter 
see  Yo\.  II,  page  102.  Mr.  Hunter  is  now  at  Togus  soldiers' 
home  in  Maine.     His  wife  is  living  at  Ashland. 


CHAS.  A.  HUNTKR 


142  HURIE,  LOUIS  J.  N.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols. 
Shoemaker,  twenty-four,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug.  10, 
ISOl,  mustered  in  Aug.  23,  1861,  transferred  to  Co.  I,  3Gth  Mass. 
Vols.  Re-enlisted  Jan.  1,  1S64,  mustered  in  Jan.  2,  1S()4, 
wounded  Jan.  27,  1864,  again  wounded  Sept.  'M\  18(14,  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  C,  56th  Mass.  Vols.,  mustered  out  July  12,  isi;.",. 

143  IVERS,  DANIEL.  Private  Co.  G,  4th  Cav.  Tailor, 
twenty-six,  single,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec. 
9,  1864,  mustered  in  Dec.  9,  18G4,  mustered  out  Nov.  14,  isiio, 
expiration  of  service. 
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Private  Co.  F,  5th  Cav., 
mustered  out  Oct.  31,  1865, 


144  JEFFERSON,  JOSEPH 
Spencer,  mustered  in  June  9,  1864 
expiration  of  service. 

145  JOHNSON,  JAMES  W.  Private  Co.  F,  60th  Mass 
Vols.,  twenty-two.  Spencer.  Mustered  in  Jul}^  20,  1864,  expi 
ration  of  service  Nov.  80,  1864. 


ARMY  MEDAI,  OF  HONOR 
granltd  by  Coiigrtss  to  .=ergt.  CHrs.  A.  Hunter,  for  "  distinguished  services." 
?ee  Vol  II,  page  104. 

146  JOHNSON,  JOHN.  Private  Co.  I,  2  Cav.,  bricklayer, 
Canajoharie,  N.  Y.,  twenty-one,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted 
June  4,  1864,  killed  in  action  July  6,  1864,  at  Aldie,  Va. 
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147  JOHNSON.  SYLVESTER  DWIGHT,  Was  born 
July  4,  1888,  at  Hardwick  and  enlisted  June  14,  ISIH,  as  private 
in  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  He  was  shot  through  the  head  and 
instantly  killed  by  a  flank  fire  when  retreating  at  the  Battle  of 
Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  May  81,  1862.  He  was  killed  at  what  was  called 
the  last  rally  near  the  close  of  the  day's  battle.     The  enemy  were 


SYLVESTER  D.  JOHNSON 


in  strong  force  and  not  more  than  one  hundred  yards  away.  Near 
where  Co.  H  was  located  was  a  large  pine  tree  and  some  of  the 
soldiers,  including  Johnson,  sheltered  themselves  as  much  as  pos- 
sible behind  it.  Standing  in  Indian  file  they  would  load  their 
rifles,  step  aside  to  fire,  dodge  back  to  shelter,  reload  and  fire 
again.  The  bugle  sounded  the  retreat,  but  Johnson,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  a  good  fighter  and  a  dead  shot,  was  slow  to  leave  and 
staid  behind  to  kill  another  man  but  waiting  too  long  the  enemy 
closed  in  on  him  and  his  life  ended.  It  has  been  said  by  some 
that  the  exasperated  southerners  bayonetted  his  dead  body  to  the 
tree  from  behind  whose  shelter  he  had  shot  so  many  of  their  com- 
rades. After  the  battle  Johnson  w^ith  five  others  of  the  company 
was  laid  in  a  trench  about  a  foot  deep  and  sufficiently  long  for 
their  bodies.  A  blanket  of  rubber  was  then  spread  over  each  of 
them,  a  cap  over  each  face  and  then  covered  with  earth  taken 
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from  the  trench.  About  two  weeks  after  this  time  a  representa- 
tive of  the  family,  Constant  Southworth  of  Hardwick,  came  for 
Johnson's  body  and  took  it  to  Barre  for  interment,  where  a  mon- 
ument now  marks  his  resting  place.  George  H.  Howard,  now 
(1908)  of  West  Brookfield,  John  W.  Bigelow  of  Spencer  and  the 
late  Solomon  K.  Hindley  were  present  at  the  removal.  No  one  of 
these  men  knew  the  location  of  the  body  in  this  long  grave  and 
it  was  suggested  that  feet  be  uncovered  first.  A  few  shovelfuls 
of  earth  revealed  the  resting  place  of  Johnson,  identified  by  the 
initials  S.  D.  J.  on  his  boots.  When  Spencer  furnished  all  her 
soldiers  with  boots  of  extra  quality  and  length,  Johnson  and 
Hindley  put  their  initials  in  Hungarian  nails  on  the  outsoles  of 
those  given  to  them  and  in  this  case  they  served  a  very  useful 
purpose.  Johnson  is  said  to  have  been  a  small  man  and  a  royal 
good  fellow,  who  did  all  he  could  to  help  anyone  in  need.  At 
the  time  of  his  enlistment  he  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Eliza, 
sister  of  Solomon  K.  Hindley.  She  was  a  woman  beautiful  in 
feature  and  character.  After  his  death  she  entered  into  a  decline 
in  health  and  soon  died  of  quick  consumption. 

148  JONES,  HENRY  M.  Was  born  April  29,  1889.  in 
vSpencer.  He  entered  the  service  at  Spencer,  Mass.,  June  '21, 
1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  10th  regiment,  ivlass.  Vols.,  and  was 
discharged  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  June  21,  1864,  his  term  of  ser- 
vice having  expired.  The  first  battle  in  which  he  engaged  was 
at  Harrison's  Landing,  Va.,  1862.  He  subsequently  participated 
in  the  assault  on  St.  Marye  Heights  in  1868.  At  Harrison's 
Landing  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  hand,  and  in  the  leg  at  St. 
Marye  Heights.  He  was  confined  at  Eckington  hospital,  Wash- 
ington, with  his  first  woiuid  and  chronic  diarrhoea.  With  his  sec- 
ond wound  he  was  sent  to  Columbia  hospital  Washington,  and 
was  never  sent  back  to  his  regiment.  His  most  intimate  comrades 
in  the  service  were  John  Worthington  and  Sylvester  Johnson. 
He  considered  the  seven  days'  retreat  from  in  front  of  Richmond, 
Va.  in  1862  as  the  most  important  event  in  his  service.  He  died 
at  Honesdale,  Pa.  .Jan.  14,  1887. 

149  JONES.  JOHN  H.  Private,  Co.  D,  5th  Mass.  Cav. 
Farmer,  thirty-one,  single,  from  Leicester  but  credited  to  Spen- 
cer. Enlisted  Jan.  18,  1864,  mustered  in  Jan.  29,  1864,  mustered 
out  as  sergeant  Oct.  81,  1865. 

150  JUNIER,  JOSEPH.  Private  Co.  I,  4th  Mass.  Cav. 
Bootmaker,  nineteen,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Feb.  9,  1864, 
mustered  in  Feb.  18,  1864,  mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 

151  KELLY,  DANIEL.  Was  born  Dec.  1,  1888,  in  Ire- 
land. He  was  a  son  of  Patrick  Kelly,  who  nursed  Edwin  A. 
Berais  during  his  smallpox  sickness  at  the  house  of  Winthrop 
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Livermore  and  who  died  about  two  weeks  afterward  at  the  old 
tavern  opposite  Congregational  Church.  He  enlisted  June  11, 
18H1,  as  a  private  in  Co.  I,  9th  regiment  Mass.  Vols.,  and  died 
in  hospital  at  Fairfax,  Va.,  Oct.  -29,  \H(V2.  His  body  was 
brought  to  the  home  of  Jeremiah  Keefe,  Christian  Hill  and  from 
thence  taken  to  Worcester  for  burial. 

152  KELLY,  PATRICK  H.  Private  Co.  K,  10th  Ma.ss. 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty-six,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June 
14,  1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  mustered  out  July  1,  18(54. 
Was  born  at  County  Longford,  Ireland,  June  24,  1888.  Occupa- 
tion in  later  years  running  a  stationary  engine.  Deceased  June 
80,  1908,  buried  at  St.  Mary's  cemetery. 

153  KNAPP,  WM.  H.  Enlisted  from  Spencer  as  a  private 
in  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols,  and  went  to  the  front.  The  people 
of  Spencer  in  the  kindness  of  their  hearts  caused  to  be  made  and 
sent  to  each  of  her  soldiers  in  the  above  regiment  a  pair  each  of 
the  best  oil  grain  boots  that  could  be  made.  They  were  high, 
came  up  above  the  knees  and  were  deeply  prized  by  men  who 
otherwise  had  nothing  for  foot  wear  but  army  shoes.  This  man 
Knapp,  however,  sold  his  pair  of  boots  for  twelve  dollars  and 
soon  after  DESERTED  to  the  enemy,  the  first  man  in  the  regi- 
ment to  commit  so  detestable  a  deed.  He  enlisted  in  a  Louisana 
regiment  at  Chain  Bridge,  w^as  afterward  seen  in  battle  by  a 
Spencer  man  and  waved  his  hand  in  token  of  recognition. 

154  KNIGHT,  ROLLIN.  Private  6th  Battalion  Light  Ar- 
tillery. Machinist,  twenty-eight,  single,  Boston,  credited  to 
Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  18,  1864,  mustered  in  Dec.  18,  1864, 
corporal  May  8,  1865,  sergeant  June  20,  1865,  mustered  out  Aug. 
7,  1865,  expiration  of  service. 

155  KNOWLTON,  HENRY  A.  Was  born  Sept.  15th, 
1839,  in  Wordsborough,  Vermont.  He  entered  the  service  Aug. 
20,  1862,  as  corporal  in  Co.  F,  42d  regiment,  Mass.  Vols.,  and 
was  discharged  therefrom  at  Readville,  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1868, 
his  term  of  service  having  expired.     Now  living  at  Spencer. 

156  LACKEY,  JAMES.  Thirty-four  years  old  when  he 
enlisted  in  the  21st;  was  born  in  Ireland.  His  name  is  given  in 
the  record  of  Mass.  Vols,  as  Larkey,  from  which  it  has  been 
copied  into  the  tablet  in  the  Spencer  Town  Hall — a  mistake. 
Lackey  is  the  name  by  which  he  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
and  the  same  by  which  he  re-enlisted  after  the  East  Tennessee 
campaign  and  by  which  he  was  known  and  called  b}-  his  officers 
and  fellow  soldiers.  He  came  home  in  the  winter  of  lS(i8-4  on 
the  regimental  furlough  after  re-enlistment.  A  good  soldier,  jjres- 
ent  at  all  the  battles  and  campaigns  of  his  regiment,  he  had  es- 
caped without  a  scratch  down  to  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May 
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6,  1864,  where  he  received  a  ver^^  bad  wound  in  his  knee  of  which 
he  died  at  Arlington  hospital  June  4,  1864.  He  was  buried  in 
the  National  cemetery  at  Arlington  and  his  grave  with  a  head- 
stone or  marker,  No.  538,  is  but  a  few  steps  from  the  "ord"  gate. 
The  stone,  which  is  of  marble,  one  foot  high,  ten  inches  wide  and 
four  inches  thick,  contains  merely  his  name,  number  and  state 
(regulation,  form  and  size)  company  and  regiment  not  given, 
but  entered  in  a  record  book  kept  at  the  superintendent's  office. 
Arlington  was  established  as  a  National  cemetery  about  the  .time 
of  Lackey's  death. — Maj.  W.   T.  Harlow. 


157  LADD,  GEORGE  P.  Enlisted  in  1861  as  a  private  in 
the  1st  regiment,  Ohio  Cav.  Soon  after  enlistment  was  promoted 
to  1st  lieutenant  and  adjutant.  Was  discharged  in  1862  as  1st 
lieutenant  at  Corinth,  Miss.  Again  enlisted  from  Sturbridge  as 
sergeant  in  Co.  E,  45th  Mass.  Vols.,  Oct.  24,  1862,  mustered  in 
Oct.  24,  1862,  mustered  out  July '7,  1863,  re-enlisted  from  Spen- 
cer as  1st  lieutenant  in  56th  Mass.  Vols.,  July  20,  1863,  mustered 
in  Sept.  1,  18()3,  discharged  at  his  own  request  Jan.  29,  1864. 
Was  appointed  captain,  acting  as  quartermaster  May  18,  1864 
and  was  mustered  out  Aug.  21,  1866.  Since  the  war  he  has  been 
a  manufacturer  of  woolen  goods  for  twenty -five  years,  was  in  the 
State  Senate  for  1888,  declining  a  renomination.  Was  on  school 
committee  three  years,  1881-4,  appointed  national  commissioner 
to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  at  Chicago,  111.,  in  1893. 
While  maintaining  his  home  in  Spencer  he  has  been  for  the  past 
years  agent  for  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  New 
York  City. 

158  LADUE,  ISRAEL.  Private  Co.  K,  4th  Mass.  Cav. 
Bootmaker,  twenty,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Feb.  12,  1864, 
mustered  in  March  1,  1864,  mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 
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159  LANE,  JOHN.  Private  Co.  G,  IDth  Mass.  Vols. 
Boiler-maker,  thirt3^-seven,  married,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  Jan.  11,  1865,  mustered  in  Jan.  11,  lcS()5,  mustered  out 
June  30,  1865,  expiration  of  service. 

160  LAHB,  ASAHEL.  Private  Co.  F,  60th  Mass.  Vols., 
thirty,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  120,  1864,  expiration  of  ser- 
vice Nov.  30,  1865,  deceased  Oct.  17,  1896,  buried  in  Old  (Cun- 
ningham) cemetery. 

161  LAMB,  CHARLES.  Private  Co.  G,  unattached  heavy 
artillery.  Bootmaker,  thirty-seven,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
July  10,  1863,  mustered  in  Oct.  20,  1863,  mustered  out  Sept.  IS, 
1865.  Deceased  Dec.  21,  1880,  buried  in  Old  (Cunningham) 
cemetery. 

162  LAMB,  EDWARD  A.  Was  born  Oct.  16,  1843  and 
was  a  son  of  Austin  Lamb,  a  prosperous  farmer  living  in  the  ex- 
treme southwest  part  of  Spencer.  With  his  brother  Asahel  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  60th  Mass.  Vols.,  July  20,  1864. 
He  died  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  31,  1864  and  his  body  was 
brought  home  for  burial  in  the  family  lot  at  Old  (Cunningham) 
cemetery. 

163  LANGLEY,  FRANCIS.  Private  Co.  A,  4th  Mass. 
Cav.      Bootmaker,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.    Enlisted  Dec.  1, 

1863,  mustered  in  Dec.  26,  1863.  Prisoner  Oct.  24,  1864,  dis- 
charged June  8,  1865. 

164  LAPLANTE,  FREDERICK.  Private,  Co.  G,  unat- 
tached heavy  artillery.  Carpenter,  twenty-one,  single,  vSpencer. 
Enlisted  July  10,  1863,  mustered  in  Oct.  20,  1863,  mustered  out 
Sept.  18,  1865  as  corporal. 

165  LAPPELLE,  CASSIMERE.  Private  Co.  C,  57th 
Mass.  Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty-six.  Spencer.  Enlisted  March 
26,  1864,  mustered  in  April  6,  1864,  DESERTED  Feb.  1,  1865. 

166  LAVONTE,  DAVID.  Private  Co.  C,  57th  Mass. 
Vols.    Bootmaker,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.    Enli.sted  Feb.  2, 

1864,  mustered  in  Feb.  18,  1864,  discharged  June  23,  1865. 

167  LAWRENCE,  GEORGE  F.  Private,  6th  battalion 
light  artillery.  Painter,  thirty-three,  married,  Lowell,  credited 
to  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  19,  1864,  mustered  in  Dec.  19,  bSiU, 
corporal  June  20,  1865,  mustered  out  Aug.  7,  1.S65,  expiration 
of  service. 

168  LlVERnORE,  ALBERT.  Private  Co.  F,  6()th  Mass. 
Vols.,  twenty,  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  20,  1864,  mustered 
out  expiration  of  service  Nov.  30,  1864.  [See  full  biography 
Vol.  II,  Page  125.] 
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169  LIVERMORE,  LORENZO  DAVID.  Was  born  at 
South  Royalston,  Mass.,  Dec.  5,  1.S35;  enlisted  June  21,  1861, 
wounded  May  31,  1862,  in  shoulder,  at  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  and 
discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate  Oct.  27,  1862;  drafted  and 
sent  to  Co.  I,  r2th  regiment,  July  14,  1863;  wounded  in  hand  at 
Battle  of  Wilderness;  transferred  June  25,  1864,  to  39th  regi- 
ment, Co.  A,  transferred  June  2,  1865,  to  thirty-second  regi- 
ment, and  discharged  June  29,  1865  at  expiration  of  service, 
after  having  served  in  four  Massachusetts  regiments.  Deceased 
at  Leicester  Sept.  22,  1885,  buried  in  Old  cemetery. 


REV.  ALBERT  I^IVHRMGRE 

170  LIVERMORE,  WALTON.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.  Boot  click,  twentv-one,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June 
19,  1862,  mustered  in  July  31,  1862,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865. 
Walton  Livermore  was  born  on  July  28,  1841,  in  Spencer,  en- 
tered the  service  at  Spencer,  Mass.  as  a  private  in  Co.  E,  34th 
regiment  Mass.  Vols.  Inf.,  July  19,  1862  and  was  discharged  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  June  16,  1865,  by  reason  of  the  close  of  the  war. 
May  23,  1865,  he  was  promoted  to  private  and  mounted  orderly 
to  1st  Brigade  2d  Division  24  A.  C.  The  first  battle  in  which 
he  engaged  was  Berryville,  Va,,  Hatcher's  Run,  March  30-31  and 
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April  1st.  Subsequently  he  participated  in  Battles  of  Fort  Gregg 
High  Bridge  and  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Lynchburg,  Appomattox 
Court  House.  For  a  time  he  was  compelled  to  enter  the  hospi- 
tals at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg,  Va.  He  considers  the 
surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomattox  to  have  been  the  most  important 
event  occurring  in  his  service. 

171  LOVE,  JOHN.  Private  Co.  C,  57th  Mass.  Vols.  Boot- 
maker, thirty-five,  [married.  Spencer.     Enlisted  Feb.  8,  18(U 
mustered  in  Feb.  18,  1864,   discharged  for  disability  May  24, 
1865,  living  at  Spencer. 

172  LOVETT,  MURRAY  B.  Shoemaker,  was  born  at 
Pelham  and  was  twenty-two  years  old  at  time  of  enlistment.  May 
31,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  K,  lOth  Mass.  Vols.    He  died  in 


MUKKAY  B.  LOVETT 


hospital  at[Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  4,  1862.  Soldier  Lovett  is  a  much 
claimed  soldier.  The  town  of  Amherst  on  a  marble  tablet  in  her 
town  hall  has  his  name  inscribed  thereon  as  yielding  up  his  life 
in  behalf  of  that  town.  The  history  of  Pelham  also  claims  him 
as  her  own,  presumably  because  he  w^as  born  there,  but  it  is  cer- 
tain he  had  lived  in  Spencer  for  a  3'ear  or  more  prior  to  his  en- 
listment and  that  he  enlisted  at  Spencer  and  for  Spencer.  It  is 
also  true  that  the  official  notice  of  his  death  was  sent  to  this  town 
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onl}'.  His  widowed  mother  was  at  that  time  living  at  Pelham. 
Between  her  and  her  son  the  strongest  of  human  affections  had 
existed  and  at  the  final  parting  before  he  went  to  the  front  it  is 
said  both  of  them  broke  completely  down  with  deep  emotion  and 
Murra}'  almost  repented  of  his  enlistment.  As  soon  as  word  came 
to  Spencer  of  his  death  his  former  shopmates  at  Isaac  Prouty 
factory  decided  that  his  mother  should  be  informed  at  once. 
They  raised  a  purse  of  money  and  arranged  that  Otis  M.  Hale,  now 
living  at  Brookfield,  should  be  the  bearer  of  the  message.  Mr. 
Hale  went  by  team  on  this  painful  errand  and  finding  Mrs. 
Lovett  spoke  of  his  acquaintance  with  Murray,  of  his  enlistment, 
his  service,  his  sickness,  and  finally  his  death.  This  information 
was  a  great  shock  to  the  affectionate  mother.  She  threw  up  her 
hands  in  despair  and  cried:  "What  shall  I  do?  What  shall  I  do? 
Murray  was  almost  my  only  stay  and  support  and  such  a  devoted 
boy  to  my  welfare.  O!  Lord  help  me  to  bear  this  great  afflic- 
tion." Thus  did  war  break  heart  strings  not  alone  in  Pelham 
but  in  every  town  and  hamlet  in  all  this  broad  land.  Time,  it  is 
said,  heals  all  wounds  and  so  Mrs.  Lovett,  not  utterly  cast  down, 
lived  on  and  on  until  she  reached  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-two 
years.  She  died  Nov.  23,  1901,  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
B.  O.  Cook,  Tipton,  Iowa. 

173  LUCHAY,  ABRAHAM.  Was  born  at  Leicester  April 
25,  1845,  wire  drawer.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  57th 
Mass.  Vols.,  April  6,  1864,  missing  May  6,  1864  and  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

174  LUTHER,  DENZEL  C.  Corporal  Co.  F,  60th  Mass. 
Vols.,  twenty-one.  Spencer;  mustered  in  July  20,  1864,  expira- 
tion of  service  Nov.  30,  1865.  Expert  mechanic  at  Fore  River 
ship  yards,  Weymouth. 

175  LUTHER,  WALDO  HENRY.  Was  born  at  Spencer, 
Oct.  27,  1842,  enlisted  June  14,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  H,  10th 
regiment  Mass.  Vols.  He  was  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the 
thigh  at  the  Battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  May  31,  1862  and  was  dis- 
charged Oct.  30,  1862.  He  re-enlisted  as  corporal  in  Co.  A,  2d 
heavy  artillery  Jul}'  28,  1863.  After  serving  fourteen  months  in 
the  artillery  he  died  of  typhoid  fever  at  Newbern,  N.  C,  Oct.  23, 
1864  and  was  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  The  place  where 
he  was  wounded  was  on  a  tract  of  oak  timber  land  where  the  trees 
had  simply  been  felled  and  as  troops  of  the  contending  armies 
were  near  at  hand  on  either  side  he  had  to  exercise  no  little  skill 
in  getting  to  the  rear.  He  crawled  a  long  way  on  his  hands  and 
knees,  creeping  under  the  trees,  screened  largely  by  branches  and 
leaves.  When  he  got  to  a  place  where  he  could  stand  he  found 
he  could  do  so  but  could  not  walk  as  he  was  unable  to  lift  one  of 
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his  feet.  He  then  cut  a  crotched  stick  and  putting  one  end  in  a 
bootstrap  lifted  his  foot  by  hand  power.  Later  he  connected  a 
handle  and  cord  with  his  now  improvised  shoe,  having  cut  the 
boot  leg  off  and  the  cut  in  this  volume  shows  the  shoe  as  it  now 
appears  on  a  shelf  in  Spencer  Public  Museum.  After  he  got  in 
shape  to  walk  he  made  his  way  to  Harrison's  Landing,  reached 
there  in  time  to  get  a  United  States  transport  to  Boston  where  he 


landed  without  having  had  time  to  report.  On  the  company's 
books  he  was  put  down  as  severel}'  wounded  and  missing  Sol- 
dier Luther  was  a  wonderfully  good,  natural,  free  hand  draughts- 
man. He  was  often  sent  to  make  sketches  of  the  enemy's  coun- 
try and  works  and  as  the  troops  later  advanced  they  found  his 
sketching  to  be  remarkably  truthful  to  fact.  As  a  soldier  he  was 
certainly  out  of  line  for  the  most  distinguished  endeavor  and  it 
was  unfortunate  that  some  prominent  man  in  the  government's 
employ  was  not  made  conversant  with  his  ability  and  had  him 
assigned  to  more  congenial  duty  and  a  situation  where  he  might 
have  won  distinction  as  others  did  in  the  same  field  of  effort. 
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176  LYNDE.  JOHN  MARTIN,  Was  born  Nov.  2,  1844. 
in  Spencer.  He  entered  the  service  July  3],  1862,  as  a  private 
in  Co.  E,  34tri  Regt.  Mass.  Vols,  and  was  discharged  as  corporal 
May  31,  1865,  by  order  of  the  War  Department.  He  died  March 
21,  1884,  and  was  buried  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 


l.UTHeR'S  SHOR 


177  LYON,  CHARIvES  FRANCIS.  W^as  born  April  26, 
1843,  in  Spencer.    He  entered  the  service  at  Spencer,  Aug.  18, 
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1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42nd  Regt.  Mass.  Inf.  and  was  dis- 
charged Aug.  20,  1863,  his  term  of  service  then  expiring.  His 
most  intimate  associates  in  service  were  Chas.  A.  Boyden  and 
Chas.  H.  Allen.  He  died  May  28,  1901,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery. 

178  LYON,  HENRY  P.  Was  born  in  Spencer.  Private, 
Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  Shoemaker,  twenty  six,  single.  Spen- 
cer. Enlisted  June  21,  1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  dis- 
charged for  disability  Oct.  28,  1861.     Died  at  Worcester. 


GEO.  P.  l^ADD  DWIGHT  F.  MONROR 


179  LYON,  JOHN  BREWER.  Was  born  April  20,  1843, 
in  Spencer.  He  entered  the  service  at  Spencer,  Mass.,  Aug.  18, 
1863,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42nd  Regt.  Mass.  Vols,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Readville,  Mass.,  Aug.  24,  1864,  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment having  expired.  He  states  that  his  most  intimate  comrades 
in  the  service  were  Chas.  H.  Allen,  Geo.  Mann,  Chas.  Sanderson 
and  Geo.  Stone.    Living  at  Spencer. 

180  LYONS,  THOMAS.  Private,  Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14, 
1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  discharged  Nov.  9,  1862,  re-en- 
listed in  Battery  G,  U.  S.  Artillery. 

181  riAQUIRE,  WILLIAM  D.  Private,  Co.  G.  2nd  Cav. 
Seaman,  twenty-four,  Baltimore,  Md.,  credited  to  Spencer,  lui- 
listed  June  6,  1864,  mustered  in  June  6,  1864,  corporal  March  1, 
1865,  mustered  out  July  20,  1866,  by  reason  of  expiration  of 
term  of  service. 

182  riALONEY,  MARTIN.  Private,  Co.  C,  4th  Mass. 
Cav.    Blacksmith,  twenty-one,  single.  Spencer.    Enlisted  Dec. 
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4th,  1863.  mustered  in  as  a  corporal  Jan.  6,  1864,  blacksmith 
Feb.  1,  1864,  sergeant  June  12,  1865,  mustered  out  Nov.  14, 
1865. 

183  riARCELL,  ANDREW.  Private,  Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.  Blacksmith,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14, 
1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  mustered  out  Jul}^  1,  1864. 

184  MARCELL,  MOSES.  Private,  Co.  K,  4th  Mass.  Cav. 
Bootmaker,  twenty,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Feb.  10,  IKM, 
mustered  in  March  1,  1864,  DESERTED  Aug.  12,  1865. 

185  HARKHAM,  WILEIAM.  Private,  Co.  H,  10th 
Mass.  Vols  Bootmaker,  twenty- one,  single.  Spencer  Enlisted 
June  21  1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  corporal  May  1,  1863, 
pii.^oner  May  12,  1864,  mustered  out  July  1,  1864 

186  HARSH,  HIRAM  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols. 
Bootmaker,  forty-two,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug.  23, 
1861,  mustered  in  Aug  23,  1861,  discharged  on  surgeon's  cer- 
tificate of  disability  July  27.  1862. 

187  MAR3H,  JOHN  H.  Private,  Co.  I,  24th  Mass.  Vols. 
Saw^ver,  twenty,  single  Spencer.  Enlisted  Sept.  23,  1861,  mus- 
tered in  Sept.  23,  1861.  discharged  disabled  June  29,  1863. 
Married  after  his  return  from  the  war;  he  died  March  2,  1865, 
and  was  buried  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  His  widow  married 
Chas.  A.  Hunter  and  now  resides  at  Ashland. 

188  MASON,  WILLIAM  W.  Was  born  Dec.  16,  1823,  in 
Leeds,  County  of  Yorkshire,  England.  He  entered  the  service  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  June  21,  1861,  as  a  private  in  the  10th  regi- 
ment, Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  July  6,  1864,  at  Spring- 
field, his  term  of  service  having  expired.  Being  particularly 
fitted  for  the  work  he  served  most  of  his  time  in  the  hospital  de- 
partment. The  first  battle  in  which  he  served  w^as  "Seven  Pines" 
May  31,  1862  and  he  served  in  practicalh'  all  of  the  battles  that 
the  lOth  regiment  took  part  in  during  his  term  of  service.  His 
most  intimate  comrades  were  Joel  Kendrick,  Springfield,  Mass.  ; 
Anson  I.  Collier,  Spencer,  Mass.  ;  Samuel  Williams,  Providence, 
R.  I.  and  the  Hospital  Steward,  John  Warner  of  Hatfield,  Mass. 
yhis  record  was  edited  by  his  widow,  after  his  death  which  oc- 
curred June  7,  1883,  continuing  which  she  says:  "After  the  bat- 
tle of  Gettysburg  he  remained  on  the  field  caring  for  the  sick 
and  wounded,  and  he  would  tell  some  soul-harrowing  narratives 
of  wounded  men,  both  Union  and  Rebels,  and  of  the  terrible 
stench  from  the  bodies  of  the  dead  horses  which  were  finally 
drawn  together  and  burned.  After  a  few  weeks  at  the  hospital 
he  removed  to  South  Street  hospital,  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained most  of  the  fall  and  winter  as  hospital  nurse.  He  died 
June  7,  1883.   His  wife  was  hired  by  the  government  and  helped 
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in  the  hospital  as  assistant  ni.rse  for  which  position  she  was 
eminently  fitted. 

18<^  HAXWELL,  JOHN.  Was  born  Dec.  4th,  iS-if)  i„  [re- 
land.  He  entered  the  service  July  14,  ISGo  at  Spencer,  Mass.,  as  a 
private  in  Co.  I,  12th  regiment,  Mass.  Inf.,  and  was  discharged 
June  17,  1<S()5  on  account  of  the  war  having  closed.  On  June  "25, 
18()4,  he  was  transferred  to  Co.  A,  oilth  regiment  Mass.  and  June 
2,  18()5  to  Co.  A  87th  Mass.  regiment.  He  died  May  S,  ISIX;  and 
was  buried  at  St.  Mary's  cemetery. 

190  MAYO,  GEORGE.  Was  born  April  22,  LS41,  in  Can- 
ada. He  entered  the  service  Feb.  12,  1864  as  a  private  in  Co. 
K,  4th  regiment  Mass.  Cav.  and  was  discharged  Aug.  12,  ISf)."). 

191  McCLUSKY,  PETER.  Private  '25th  Ma.ss.  Vols. 
Farmer,  twenty- one,  single,  Philadelphia,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  13,  18()4,  mustered  in  June  18,  1864,  dropped 
April  29,  1865. 

192  ncCLUSKY,  THOMAS.  Private  Co.  K.  10th  Mass. 
Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty-nine,  single,  Spencer;  enlisted  ]une  14, 
1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  DESERTED  Sept  17,  i8(;i. 

193  MEAD,  JOSEPH.  Twenty-six  years  old  when  he  en- 
listed in  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. ;  was  of  Irish  descent  though  he  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  born  in  the  United  States.  He  was  a  well 
formed,  good  looking  young  man  of  very  erect  and  soldierly 
bearing,  exceptionally  well  drilled,  cool  and  brave  in  battle. 
More  than  once  he  is  said  to  have  been  picked  out  by  general 
officers  as  a  model  soldier.  He  was  present  and  took  part  in  all 
the  earlier  battles  of  the  21st  in  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  also  in  the  East  Tennessee  campaign  and  also  in  the 
sunmier  campaign  of  1864  in  Virginia.  Here-enlisted  Jan  1, 
1864  and  came  home  on  the  regimental  furlough.  At  the  battle 
of  the  Mine  July  80,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  the 
rebel  prison  at  Danville,  where  he  died  Jan.  15,  1865.  With  the 
remnant  of  the  21st  he  was  transferred  Oct.  21,  1864,  to  the  rolls 
of  the  86th  though  he  was  at  the  time  a  prisoner.  He  was  prob- 
ably present  in  more  battles  than  any  other  Spencer  soldier  who 
lost  his  life  in  the  service.  It  is  unknown  whether  he  was 
wounded  or  not  when  he  was  taken  prisoner  but  he  was  not  the 
kind  of  soldier  to  have  been  easily  taken  so  long  as  he  was  able 
to  tight. — Maj.  Wm    T.  Harlow. 

194  METCALF,  JOSEPH.  Private  Co.  I,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  woodcutter ;  thirty-five,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug. 
19,  1861,  mustered  in  Aug.  19,  1861,  discharged  for  disability 
Nov.  80,  1862. 

195  MIDQELEY,  LIEUT.  ALFREIJ  W.  Was  born  June 
27,  1837,  at  Hooley  Bridge,  Hey  wood,  England.    He  enlisted 
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June  14,  1861,  as  corporal  in  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  Promoted 
to  2d  lieutenant  Jan.  25,  1868  and  May  12,  1864,  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  May  7,  while  doing  ser- 
vice on  the  skirmish  line.  After  his  death  became  known  in 
Spencer,  Luther  Hill  and  other  public-spirited  citi/.ens  raised  a 
hundred  dollars  for  an  oil  portrait  of  Lieut.  Midgeley.  It  is  not 
known  w^hen  this  painting  was  made  or  went  to  Boston  but  it 
now  hangs  in  Grand  Army  Hall,  vSpencer.  For  several  years 
this  picture  was  lost  by  an  unusual  combination  of  circumstances 
and  it  was  only  by  accident  seemingly  that  it  was  found  and  restor- 


l^lEUr.  ALFRED  W.  MIDGUEY 

ed  to  Post  87.  A  few  years  after  the  war  closed  a  German  adven- 
turer by  the  name  of  Count  Schwab  appeared  in  Boston  as  a 
painter  of  war  portraits  in  oil  and  made  quite  a  success  of  the  un- 
dertaking. Besides  this  he  became  acquainted  with  many  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  and  had  made  a  good 
impression  as  to  character  and  ability.  He  then  conceived  the 
idea  of  a  temporary  picture  gallery  to  be  opened  by  himself  in 
Boston  containing  if  possible  all  the  oil  paintings  extant  of  sol- 
diers of  the  Civil  war  from  New  England.  He  proposed  to  secure 
them  by  loan  and  get  pay  for  his  time  and  services  from  admit- 
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ances.  He  succeeded  in  carrying  out  his  plan  and  the  Midgley 
portrait  went  in  with  the  rest.  After  taking  in  all  the  door 
money  he  could  the  Count  mortgaged  the  pictures,  got  his 
money,  left  for  parts  unknown,  and  never  has  been  heard  from. 
The  mortgagee,  naturally  wishing  to  get  his  money  back,  sold 
the  valuable  picture  frames  and  then  without  notifying  the  own- 
ers stored  the  pictures  in  the  attic  of  Faneuil  Hall  where  they  re- 
mained for  many  years.  Solomon  K.  Hindley,  hearing  that  war 
pictures  were  stored  there,  made  a  search  and  finally  found  the 
portrait  of  Midgely.  He  paid  whatever  charge  there  was  on 
it  for  storage,  purchased  a  new  frame  and  for  a  second  time  pre- 
sented it  to  Grand  Army  Post  37.  After  a  time  the  remaining 
portraits  in  Faneuil  Hall  were  turned  over  to  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Co.  of  Boston  as  custodians  and  they  have  yet 
quite  a  number  on  hand  awaiting  claimants.  As  there  are  no 
names  on  the  pictures  they  are  unable  to  tell  to  whom  they  be- 
long. The  body  of  Lieut.  Midgeley  was  brought  to  Worcester 
for  interment. 

196  niLLER,  ROBERT.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Vols. 
Bootmaker,  twenty-seven,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  28, 
1861.  M ustered  in  Aug.  23,  1.S61.  Transferred  to  Co.  I,  :')(ith 
Mass.  Vols.  Re-enlisted  Jan.  1,  LSfU.  Mustered  in  Jan.  2, 
1S64.  Transferred  to  Co.  C,  56th  Mass.  Vols.  June  S,  lS6o. 
Mu.^^tered  out  as  Corporal  July  12,  1865 

197  MONROE,  DAVID  B  Was  born  June  29,  1S40,  in 
vSpencer.  Entered  the  service  at  Worcester.  Mass..  Aug.  IS, 
1S()2  as  a  private  in  Co  F,  42nd  Regt.  Mass  Vols  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Readville.  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1863.  by  reason  of  expira- 
tion of  term  of  service.  His  most  intimate  comrades  in  the  service 
were  Chas.  A.  Boyden,  Daniel  A.  Ball,  John  B  Lyon,  Henry  A. 
Knowlton,  Chas.  H.  Allen  and  Geo.  M.  Monroe.  Living  at 
Spencer. 

198  MONROE,  GEORGE  M.  Was  born  May  1<S,  1833. 
in  Spencer.  Entered  the  service  at  Worcester,  Sept.  1.  1S62.  as 
a  private  in  Co.  F,  42nd  Regt  Mass.  Vols,  and  was  discharged 
at  Readville.  Mass  ,  Aug.  20,  1863.  by  rea.son  of  expiration  of 
term  of  service.  His  most  intimate  associates  in  the  .service 
were  Frank  N.  Prouty,  Chas.  H.  Allen.  Chas.  F  Lyon  and 
Henry  A.  Knowlton.  He  died  Dec.  6.  1882,  in  Florida  and  was 
buried  in  Spencer.  He  was  quite  a  distinguished  composer  of 
sacred  music.  A  usic  written  by  him  had  for  a  good  many  years 
appeared  in  the  annual  standard  works  published  in  Boston,  like 
the  L.  O.  Emerson  Co.  and  others.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
had  in  view  publishing  a  volume  under  his  own  signature. 
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199  nONROE,  DWIGHT  FOSTER.  Was  born  in  Spen- 
cer Nov.  12,  1837.    Entered  the  service  at  Springfield.  June  21, 

1861,  as  a  private  in  Co.  H.  10th  Mass.  Vols  and  was  discharged 
at  Annapolis,  Md.,  Dec.  12,  1862,  by  reason  of  disability.  His 
regiment  participated  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg  for  a  short 
time  but  did  not  get  in  line  of  battle  until  nearly  dark  and  hos- 
tilities soon  ceased.  Next  came  the  battle  of  F^air  Oaks,  Mayol, 
18(i2.  Here  he  received  a  bullet  wound  in  the  hip  and  was  the 
first  man  in  the  regiment  to  be  wounded  He  was  taken  to  An- 
napolis, Md.,  and  confined  under  a  surgeon's  care  until  Dec.  12 

1862,  when  he  was  discharged,  the  surgeon  having  failed  to  find 
the  bullet.  It  was  finally  located  and  cut  out  by  Dr.  Eustice 
of  Westboro.  Mr.  Monroe  has  lived  most  of  the  time,  since  the 
war,  in  Spencer,  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  E.  Jones  &  Co. 

200  MOORE,  DAVID  M.  Born  in  Cork,  Ireland.  Cor- 
poral, Co.  K.  10th  Ma.ss.  Vols.  Bootmaker,  twenty-four,  single, 
Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14.  1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861, 
2nd  lieutenant  Nov.  27,  1862.  transferred  to  37th  Mass.  Vols. 
June  20.  1864,  discharged  July  1.  1864.  Quite  a  number  of  Mr. 
Moore's  relatives  were  distinguished  as  officers  and  fighters  in 
the  English  army. 

201  nOORE,  THOMAS.  Private,  Co.  K,  10th  Ma.ss. 
Vols.,  bootmaker,  twenty,  married.  Spencer.    Enlisted  June  14, 

1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  mustered  out  July  1,  1864. 

202  MORSE,  JOSEPH  P.  Private,  Co.  A,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  shoemaker,  thirty-nine,  married,  Worcester.  Enlisted 
July  21,  1862,  mustered  in  July  31,  1862,  mustered  out  June  16, 
1865,  died  May  8,  1873,  buried  in  old  cemetery. 

203  MORSE,  NORRIS.  -  Private,  Co.  C,  34th  Mass.  Vols., 
shoemaker,  forty-two,    married.   Spencer.     Enlisted    July  31, 

1862,  mustered  in  Aug.  2,  1862,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865, 
died  Sept.  6,  1868,  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemetery. 

204  nURPHY,  PATRICK  G.  Private,  Co.  A,  4th  Mass. 
Cav.,  bootmaker,  twenty-seven,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
Dec.  22,  1863,  mustered  in  Jan.  6,  1864,  mustered  out  Nov.  14, 
1865. 

205  nURPHY,  THOMAS.  Private,  Co.  H,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.,  cigarmaker,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  21. 
1861.  mustered  in  June  21,  1861;  wounded  May  31,  1862  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  mustered  out  July  1,  1864. 

206  NASON,  GEORGE  W.  Private,  Co.  C,  2nd  Heavy 
Art.,  hostler,  nineteen,  single,  So.  Danvers,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  6,  1864,  mustered  in  June  6,  1864,  died  Apr.  15, 
1865,  Newbern,  N.  C. 
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20f  NICHOLS,  WILBUR.  Private,  Co.  G,  lOth  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  twenty-seven,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  June 
21,  LSGl,  mustered  in  June  21,  ISOl,  discharged  for  disability 
Dec.  22.  1<S()2 

208  NEWHALL,  CHARLES  L.  A  Spencer  man  by 
birth,  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Navy  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Apr.  21), 
1861  and  was  discharged  Apr.  28.  1804.  Re-enlisted  and  cred- 
ited to  Spencer  Aug.  5;  18()4  atid  Was  discharged  June  1-),  1S()7 
at  Pensacola,  Florida.  Served  as  admiral's  printer.  Now  li\  ing 
at  Southbridge.  In  point  of  time  the  la.st  Spencer  man  to  be 
discharged. 

209  PAINE,  SETH  H.  Thirty-five,  Spencer,  V.  R. 
Corps,  mustered  in  July  22,  1804. 

210  PAGE,  HAMMOND  W.  Corporal,  Co.  E,  :Uth 
Mass.  Vols.,  bootmaker,  twenty-one,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
July  19,  -1862,  mustered  in  July  31,  1802.  mustered  out  June  10, 
1865. 

211  PARKER,  WILLIAM  A.  Private,  Co.  E,  42d  Mass. 
Vols  ,  twentv.  Spencer.  Mustered  in  July  22,  1864,  mustered 
out  Nov.  11,"  1804. 

212  PEACOCK,  ADAM.  Private,  Co.  K,  15th  Mass. 
Vols.,  ironmonger,  thirty-nine,  married,  Slatersville,  R.  I.  En- 
listed July  1,  1801,  mustered  in  Jul}'  12,  1801,  wounded  Oct.  14, 
1863.  Transferred  to  Co.  G,  20th  Mass.  Vols.,  re-enlisted  Feb. 
12,  1864,  credited  to  Spencer,  mustered  out  July  16,  1865. 

213  PORTER,  PETER.  Private,  Co.  I,  50th  Mass.  Vols., 
bootmaker,  twent3^-two,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Sept.  10, 
1862,  vpiustered  in  Oct  14,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug.  24,  1863, 
re-enlisted  in  Co.  G,  4th  Mass.  Cav.  Dec.  21,  1863,  mustered  in 
Jan.  27,  1864,  farrier  June  1,  1865,  mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 

214  POWERS,  LYMAN  ALONZO.  Was  born  April  23, 
1832,  in  Rutland.  He  entered  the  service  at  Spencer,  Mass. .  Sept. 
20,  1862,  as  2nd  Lieut,  in  Co.  F,  42nd  regiment  Mass.  \'ols.  In- 
fantry and  was  discharged  at  Readville,  Mass.,  Sept.  20.  ISC):). 
He  served  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  and  was  not  with  Co. 
F  (whq  were  at  Lake  Pontcliartrain)  but  was  in  charge  of  three 
companies  of  paroled  prisoners  Co's  G,  I,  and  D,  42nd  regiment, 
whose  officers  were  prisoners  in  Texas.  Further  and  more  com- 
plete particulars  will  be  found  in  the  History  of  the  42nd  Regi- 
ment of  .Vlass.  Infantry.  His  most  intimate  comrades  were  Capt. 
J.  D.  Cogswell,  Lieut.  T.  .M.  Duncan  and  Est  Sergeant  Joseph 
A.  Titus;  died  at  Warren. 

215  POWERS,  LAWSON  S.  Private,  Co.  H,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.,  shoemaker,   twenty-nine,    musician,    married,  Spencer. 


172 


SKETCHES  OF  SPENCER  HISTORY 


Enlisted  June  21,  1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  wounded 
May  31,  1862,  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  mustered  out  July  1,  1864,  died 
May  12,  1872,  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  Widow  resides 
at  Spencer. 

216  PROCTOR,  JOSIAH  J.  Was  born  March  5th,  1836, 
in  Warwick,  entered  the  service  July  10,  1863  at  Fort  Independ- 
ence, Boston  Harbor,  Mass  ,  as  a  private  in  the  11th  Mass.  Hy. 
Art.  and  was  discharged  Sept.  18,  1865,  as  Sergeant  at  Fort  Sum- 
ner, Maryland,  by  reason  of  muster  out  of  regiment  per  S.  O. 
No.  220  Dept.  Washington  A.  G.  O.  He  was  first  promoted  to 
Corporal  Dec.  12,  1863  and  again  promoted  Aug.  1,  1865,  to  ser- 
geant, which  rank  he  held  when  finally  discharged  by  reason  of 
the  close  of  the  war,  living  at  Spencer. 


217  PROUTY,  HORACE  E.  Was  born  Aug.  15th,  1830. 
in  Spencer.  He  entered  the  service  June  21,  1861,  as  a  Corporal 
in  Co.  K,  10th  regiment  Mass.  Vols,  and  was  discharged  July  1, 
1864,  his  term  of  service  then  expiring.  He  died  Nov.  19,  1884 
and  was  buried  at  Pine  C^rove  cemetery. 

218  PROUTY,  FRANCIS  N.  Private,  Co.  F,  42nd  Mass. 
Vols  .  farmer,  twenty  seven,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug. 
10,  1862,  mustered  in  Sept  30,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug.  20, 
1863,  died  Jan.  5,  1883,  buried  at  Pine  Grove  cemeter3^ 

219  FROUTY,  HENRY  W.  Private,  Co  G,  42d  Mass. 
Vols.  25,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  21,  1864.  Mustered  in  July 
21,  1864.    Expiration  of  service  Nov.  11,  1864. 
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220  PROUTY,  JOSHUA  B.  Born  April  1:5,  lS-12,  in 
Spencer.  He  enlisted  October  5,  1<S()1,  as  corporal,  Co.  C,  ■2-")tli 
Mass.  Vols.  Was  discharo^ed  Oct.  20,  1<S()4.  He  was  detailed 
for  duty  in  ordnance  department,  Dec.  1(),  1S(;2.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Roanoke  and  Newbern,  N.  C.  After  his  discharge  he 
went  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  as  bookkeeper  for  Abbott  &  Shoaf. 
wholesale  dry  goods  dealers.  He  afterwards  went  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  to  superintend  the  manufactuie  of  metallic  burial  cases, 
living  there  the  rest  of  his  life.  He  died  while  on  a  visit  to  his 
native  town  August  20,  1S7G,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cenie- 
tery. 

221  PROUl  Y,  LUCIUS  M.  Was  born  June  17,  bs:52,  in 
North  Brookfield  He  entered  the  service  June  21 ,  bSGl ,  as  a 
private  in  Co.  K,  10th  Regt  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged 
Nov  24,  LS62,  "for  disability.  He  was  promoted  in  service  to 
corporal  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  William.sburg  and 
Fair  Oaks.     He  died  Feb.  27,  188-3. 

222  PROUTY,  MERRICK  F.  Was  born  in  Spencer, 
March  27,  1829,  enlisted  Oct.  12,  1861,  and  was  connnissioned 
second  lieutenant  in  Lo.  C,  25th  Regt.  Mass.  Vols.,  which  he 
helped  to  recruit.  He  went  with  the  regiment  to  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  was  there  in  camp  until  it  formed  a  portion  of  Foster's 
brigade  of  Burnside's  command,  and  was  with  the  regiment  at 
the  capture  of  Roanoke  Island.  Was  detailed  by  order  of  Gen. 
Burnside  to  r.ssist  First  Lieut.  D.  W.  Flagler,  ordnance  ofhcer 
on  Burnside's  staff,  in  care  of  captured  ordnance  stores.  He 
then  joined  his  regiment  again  and  was  with  it  in  the  fight  and 
capture  of  Newbern,  N  C.  Was  soon  afterward  detailed  to 
take  command  of  the  8-inch  mortar  batter}^  that  was  used  in  the 
reduction  of  Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  the  attacking  force  being 
Captain  Morris,  First  U  S.  Artillery,  with  four  20-pound  Par- 
rott  rifle  guns  ;  First  Lieut.  D.  W.  Flagler,  (now  Brigadier 
General  and  Chief  of  Ordnance  Corps,  U  S.  A.)  four  10-inch 
mortars  ;  and  Second  Lieut.  M.  F.  Front}',  2oth  Regt  Mass. 
Infantry  Vols.,  with  four  8-inch  mortars  ;  with  some  assistance 
from  the  blockading  fleet.  The  following  from  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  N  V  Herald,  May  4,  1862,  shows  somewhat  the 
part  taken  by  Lieut.  Prouty:  "  During  the  forenoon  the  8-inch 
mortar  battery  of  Lieut.  Prouty  bore  off  the  palm  for  marks- 
manship. Its  shells  fell  w4th  regularity  and  precision  into  the 
fort,  and  at  each  explosion  the  red  dirt  and  sand  of  the  glacis 
slopes  and  parapets  were  dashed  in  a  cloud  many  feet  into  the 
air,  at  times  completely  obscuring  the  flag.statf."  From  the  Bos- 
ton Journal,  May  6,  1862,  we  quote  :  "  The  experience  of  Lieut. 
Prouty  in  artillery  practice  was  very  limited  before  he  undertook 
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the  erection  and  command  of  this  batter3^  but  his  conduct  in  the 
bombardment  soon  eHcited  the  warm  praise  of  those  who  wit^ 
nessed  the  effect  of  the  shells  from  this  battery."  From  the 
New  York  Tribune  of  May  r^,  1862,  we  quote  :  Lieut  Prouty, 
whether  because  he  was  a  little  nearer  the  fort,  or  his  position  a 
little  to  one  side  enabled  him  to  see  the  effect  of  his  shells  better, 
got  the  range  early  in  the  day,  and  made  excellent  practice 
throughout;"  —  again —  "over  half  the  shells  from  the  three 
batteries,  1100  in  number,  showed  their  marks  inside  and  in  the 
fort,  which  proves  the  extreme  accuracy  of  their  practice;  "  — 
again  — "the  band  of  dejected  men  moved  toward  the  Eliason 
house,  which  stands  about  half  way  from  the  Prouty  Battery  to 


the  fort.  Captain  Pell  went  out  to  meet  them  accompanied  by 
Lieut.  Hill  of  Gen.  Parke's  staff  and  Lieut.  Prouty,  all  three 
begrimed  with  dust  and  powder  smoke."  After  the  capture  of 
Fort  Macon,  Lieut  Prouty  received  the  thanks  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Parke  commanding  supporting  brigade,  of  Brig.  General 
Foster,  commanding  first  brigade  of  Burnside's  command  and 
of  Major  General  Burnside,  comjnanding  department  of  North 
Carolina.  Was  then  detailed  as  assistant  ordnance  officer  of 
Burnside's  command,  and  when  Major  General  John  G.  Foster 
succeeded  Burnside,  was  detailed  as  ordnance  officer  of  the 
department  of  North  Carolina.  Under  the  direction  of  General 
Foster,  he  made  requisition  on  the  ordnance  department  for  all 
the  siege  trains  to  be  u.sed  in  the  attempt  to  retake  Fort  Sumter, 
and  capture  Charleston,  and  was  to  have  had  the  immediate 
command  of  the  four  200   pound  Parrott  rifle  guns  when  placed 
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in  position.  He  sailed  with  General  Foster  and  the  fleet  with 
army  and  siege  material  from  Beaufort,  N  ,  C.  for  Hilton  Head, 
S.  C,  from  which  harbor  the  attempt  on  Sumter  was  to  be  made, 
when  the  misunderstanding  between  Major  General  Hunter  in 
command  of  the  department  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
occurred  as  to  which  should  command  the  attacking  force,  and 
General  Foster  returned  to  North  Carolina.  Lieut.  Prouty 
returned  with  him  and  continued  on  his  staff  as  ordnance  officer. 
He  built  at  Newbern  a  large  ordnance  warehouse,  with  repair 
shops  in  it  and  an  ordnance  yard  with  sheds  for  guns  and 
material.  He  made  requisition  on  the  ordnance  department  at 
Washington  and  obtained  the  field  guns,  caissons  and  supplies  to 
arm  and  equip  the  twelve  batteries  of  the  Third  Regiment  N.  Y. 
Ivight  Artillery,  General  Barry  in  command  ;  also  armed  and 
equipped  the  Third  N.  Y.  Cavalry  and  numerous  other  regi- 
ments, from  the  northern  states  who  came  to  North  Carolina 
unarmed  ;  also  supplied  the  several  regiments  of  colored  troops 
raised  in  North  Carolina.  Continuing  on  the  staff  of  Major  Gen. 
Parke  who  succeded  General  Foster,  he  was  ordered  from 
Washington  to  go  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  report  to  Captain 
Edson,  ordnance  officer.  In  the  meantime  he  received  from 
Governor  Andrew  of  Massachusetts  his  commission  as  first 
lieutenant  and  was  assigned  to  Co  I,  25th  Mass.  Vols.  He  was 
sent  by  Capta^'n  Edson  with  a  steamer  load  of  siege  guns  to  City 
Point,  James  river  to  report  to  General  Butler,  and  by  him  was 
assigned  as  ordnance  officer,  18th  army  corps.  General  E.  O.  C. 
Ord,  conmianding  He  took  part  in  the  assault  on  the  rebel  line 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  James  river  about  Richmond,  w^hich 
resulted  in  failure  to  reach  Richmond,  but  in  the  capture  of 
Fort  Sherman,  a  part  of  the  line  permanently  held.  Gen.  Ord 
was  wounded,  and  succeeded  by  Major  General  Godfrey  Weit- 
zel,  on  whose  staff  he  remained  a  short  time,  then  by  order 
reported  to  Captain  Mordecai,  Ordnance  Corps,  U.  S.  A.,  on 
the  staff  of  General  Butler.  He  was  placed  on  duty,  bringhig 
from  the  river  and  mounting  large  guns  on  the  lines  fronting 
Petersburg,  and  was  also  sent  with  some  batteries  up  the  York 
river  to  meet  the  army  of  Grant.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  but  not  actively  engaged,  as  he  could  not  obtain  artillery- 
men to  operate  the  batteries.  He  continued  on  duty  at  the  front 
before  Petersburg  until  after  Grant's  junction  with  Butler's 
command.  He  was  mustered  out  on  expiration  of  service  in 
October,  1864.  Promotion  to  Captain  and  Major,  to  which  he 
was  justly  entitled  and  should  have  received,  was  withheld, 
because  the  Colonel  of  the  25th  Mass.  regiment  would  not 
recommend  one  whose  duties  were  performed  away  from  the 
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regiment.  His  duties,  intelligently  and  bravely  performed,  were 
more  responsible  and  arduous  than  an}-  he  would  have  had  by 
remaining  with  the  rej<iment,  and  he  was  the  subject  of  an 
injustice  regretted  alike  by  his  comrades  and  fellow-townsmen. 
They  are  justly  proud  of  him  and  his  record  After  three  years 
service  in  the  army  he  obtained  a  clerkship  in  the  ordnance 
department  in  VVashing:ton,  D.  C.  After  a  year  more  or  less  in 
Washington,  he  went  to  Missouri,  connecting  himself  with  the 
commission  house  of  Gore,  Wilson  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis.  Not 
lo  'g  after  the  firm  moved  to  Chicago,  doing  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  George  P.  Gore  &  Co.  He  remained  with  them 
thirty  years  He  died  while  in  Spencer  on  a  visit  August  15, 
1898,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 

223  PROUTY,  ORVH.LK  W,  Private  Co.  E  34th  Mass. 
Vols.  Boot  click,  eighteen,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19,  1862. 
Mustered  in  July  31,  1862.  Mustered  out  June  16,  18H5.  After 
the  war  he  attended  school  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  Then 
worked   at  several  places  in  Massachusetts  and   Vermont  on 


HENRY  I^.  DENNIS,  HENRY  M.  JONES, 

Navy  Co.  F,  loth  Reg.  Mass.  Vols. 


woodwork,  mostly  sawmill,  chair  stock  and  carriage  wheels. 
Settling  for  good  at  North  Hadley  in  1871.  engaged  in  making 
carriage  wheels.  At  the  present  time  he  holds  the  following 
offices,  which,  as  he  writes,  "  gives  him  about  all  the  work  he  can 
do."  Assessor  town  of  Hadley;  a.ssistant  superintendent,  sec- 
retary, treasurer  and  librarian  North  Hadley  Sunday  school  ; 
clerk  of  the  church  at  North  Hadley;  corporator,  trustee,  first 
vice-president,  member  of  committee  of  investment  and  an 
auditor  of  the  Nonotuck  Savings  Bank  of  Northampton  ;  Com- 
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mander  Post  No.  147,  G.  A.  R.;  county  coinmissioner  ;  niciiiber 
of  the  Mount  Tom  State  Reservation  Connnission  ;  director 
Hadley  Gas  Company  ;  Librarian  North  Hadley  branch  of  the 
Hadley  Free  PubHc  Library  ;  trustee  of  the  Hadley  Free  Pubhc 
Library  ;  tree  warden  of  Hadley  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  On 
June  14,  1871,  was  married  to  iMartha  A.  Hurd  of  North  Had- 
ley, who  died  October  28,  1900 

224  RASSETT.  HENRY.  Private  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  V(4s. 
Mechanic,  twenty-three,  single  Spencer.  Enlisted  August  IS, 
1<S62,  mustered  in  September  oO,  1862,  mustered  out  August  20 
1863. 

225  REED,  CHARLES.  Private  Co.  D,  r)4th  Mass.  Vols. 
(Recruit)  Farmer,  twenty-one,  married.  Barre,  credited  to 
Spencer.  Enlisted  December  1,  1868,  mustered  in  December  1, 
1863,  mustered  out  August  20,  LS65 

226  REED,  JOSEPH  W.  Private,  (recruit)  Co.  D.  54th 
Mass.  Vols.,  twenty-three,  single,  Plymouth,  N.  H.,  credited  to 
Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  3,  TS68,  mustered  in  Dec.  8,  1S68, 
DESERTED  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Mar.  1865,  arrested  June  1865 
and  awaiting  sentence. 

227  RENO,  JOHN  B  Private,  Co.  G,  25th  Mass.  Vols., 
bootmaker,  forty-two,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Oct.  14, 
1861.  mustered  in  Oct.  14,  1861,  discharged  for  wounds  Aug. 
14,  LS62.  Died  Apr.  10,  1882  after  a  life  of  great  suffering  from 
bullet  wounds  through  lung  and  buried  at  St.  Mary's  cemetery. 

228  RENO,  NELSON.  Son  of  John  B.  Reno,  was  born  in 
Canada,  Dec.  28,  1845  and  enlisted  Dec.  26,  1868,  as  a  private  in 
Co.  A,  4th  Mass.  Cav.  He  was  on  duty  in  the  South  with  sev- 
ent3'-seven  others,  was  engaged  in  taking  400  head  of  cattle  from 
Millidgeville,  Ga.,  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.  When  within  twenty- 
two  miles  of  their  destination  they  were  attacked  by  a  rebel 
force  with  about  four  times  their  number  of  men.  It  became 
necessary  for  our  troops  to  have  a  rail  fence  removed  from  their 
line  of  march  and  Michael  Griffin  now  living  in  Spencer  and 
who  had  charge  of  our  men  did  this  at  great  risk  of  his  life  and 
against  the  wishes  of  his  troop,  who  every  moment  expected  to 
see  him  killed.  He  escaped,  however,  the  rapid  fire  of  the  enemy, 
unharmed.  Reno  was  on  his  horse  when  a  bullet  struck  his  hip 
and  entered  the  groin.  The  wound  was  such  that  the  blood 
could  not  be  stayed  by  appliances  at  hand  nor  could  Reno  main- 
tain himself  in  the  saddle.  It  was  a  desperate  situation  for  our 
men  with  the  rebels  pressing  hard  on  them  in  their  rear  and 
between  the  duties  of  caring  for  themselves  and  the  cattle  there 
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was  not  much  time  to  dress  wounds.  The  situation  in  regard  to 
3'oung  Reno  was  this.  Either  to  leave  him  behind  to  die,  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  or  else  strap  him  to  his  horse  and 
take  him  along.  The  latter  course  was  decided  upon.  The 
troops  reached  Jacksonville  with  their  cattle  in  safety  but  poor 
Reno  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood  and  weak  from  pain  and  the 
hard  ride  of  twenty-two  miles  was  in  an  extremely  exhausted 
condition.  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died  the  next 
afternoon,  Sept.  5,  1864,  and  was  buried  nearby.  He  was  a  good 
soldier,  bright  and  quick  and  able  to  speak  English  but  a  very 
little. 

229  RILEY,  MICHAEL.  Private  Co.  G,  4th  Cav.,  boot- 
maker, thirty -five,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Jan.  4,  LS64,  mustered  in 
Jan.  27,  1864,  nuistered  out  Nov.  14,  1865,  expiration  of  ser- 
vice. 

230  ROBINSON,  JOHN  R.  Private  8d  Batt.  Lt.  Art., 
seaman,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  17,  1864, 
mustered  in  June  17,  1864,  transferred  to  5th  Batt.  Aug.  12, 
1864,  as  James  R.,  mustered  out  June  12,  1865,  expiration  of  ser- 
vice. 

231  ROLLINS,  STEPHEN  H.  Private  Co.  H,  57th 
Mass.  Vols.,  bootmaker,  eighteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
Dec.  14,  1863,  mustered  in  Jan.  11,  1864,  dicharged  on  surgeon's 
certificate  of  disability  Sept.  12,  1864. 

232  ROWELL,  DANIEL  M.  Private  Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.,  mechanic,  twenty',  single,   Spencer.     Enlisted  June  14, 

1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  re-enlisted  Dec.  21,  1863,  cred- 
ited to  Westfield,  transferred  to  37th  Mass.  Vols,  June  20,  1864, 
corporal  Sept.  6,  1864,  transferred  to  Co.  C,  20th  Mass.  Vols., 
musician  June  21,  1865,  discharged  July  28,  1865. 

233  RUSSUn,  ALEXANDER.  Private,  twenty-three, 
5th  Art.,  mustered  in  Dec.  27,  1864,  colored  troops. 

234  RYAN,  BARNARD.  Unassigned  recruit,  private, 
twenty-four,  Worcester,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  7, 
1864,  mustered  in  June  7,  1864.    Never  joined  regiment. 

235  RYAN,  PHILIP.  Unassigned  recruit,  private,  twenty, 
single,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  7,  1864,  mus- 
tered in  June  7,  1864.    Never  joined  regiment. 

236  SARGENT,  CHARLES.  Private  Co.  F,  42d  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.     Enlisted  Aug.  18, 

1862,  mustered  Sept.  30,  1862,  mustered  Aug.  20,  1863.  Lives 
at  Shirley. 
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237  SARGENT  SAMUEL  D.  Was  born  at  Durham, 
Canada  East,  and  came  to  Spencer  about  1S4().  He  was  a  boot- 
maker and  worked  industriously  at  his  trade  up  to  the  tune  he 
enlisted  in  Co.  C,  21st  regiment.  He  is  down  on  the  company- 
rolls  as  forty-one  years  old.  When  he  went  to  the  war,  he  left  at 
home  a  wife  and  five  children,  his  oldest  son,  Theodore,  aged 
twenty  years,  having  enlisted  and  gone  to  the  war  hiii^.self  in  the 
10th  regiment.  He  was  killed  at  Roanoke  Island  in  the  final 
charge  made  by  the  "2 1st  on  the  rebel  fort  there  and  ljuried  on 
the  island  near  where  he  fell  with  Corporal  Henry,  who  also  fell 
in  the  same  charge.  Sargent  was  a  very  faithful  and  reliable 
soldier,  very  obedient  and  respectful  to  his  officers  and  much  at- 
tached to  his  company  and  regiment.  But  a  deep  settled  melan- 
choly seemed  to  continually  rest  upon  him  and  he  had  a  pre- 
sentiment quite  frequently  expressed  to  his  companions,  that  he 
should  be  killed  in  the  first  battle  that  he  should  take  part  in,  as 
he  was.  Sargent  and  Henry  were  the  first  Spencer  men  to  give 
their  lives  for  their  country  and  the  anouncement  of  their  deaths 
in  Spencer  startled  the  people  of  the  town  into  realization  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  mission  on  which  had  gone  forth  their  hus- 
bands, fathers,  brothers  aijd  sons.  —  li^.   1\  Harknc. 

Samuel  D.  Sargent  married  Lucinda  M.  Tucker  of  Spencer 
about  1S4^)  and  made  Spencer  his  home.  His  wedding  trip  was 
overland  by  team  to  Canada  and  return.  He  was  the  father  of 
five  children,  Theodore,  Charles,  Ann  Jane,  Sarah  Emeline  and 
Mary  Ida.  His  usual  occupation  in  later  years  was  that  of  a  sole 
leather  cutter,  but  during  this  time  he  acquired  the  gold  fever 
and. spent  some  years  mining  in  California.  He  returned  home 
in  lSo7.  He  was  the  first  Spencer  man  to  be  killed  in  battle 
during  the  Civil  W^ar,  the  bullet  which  did  the  deadly  work 
striking  an  eye  and  thence  passed  onward  through  tlie  brairi. 
The  transport  Northerner  freighted  with  soldiers,  among  them 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  reached  dock  at  Roanoke  Island  about 
six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  7.  On  the  trip  Mr.  Sargent 
wishing  to  smoke  asked  Matthew  Webster,  a  fellow  soldier,  who 
died  in  Spencer  April  2(3,  1904,  to  give  him  a  match.  They 
smoked  and  talked  over  about  home  and  friends  and  what  the 
immediate  future  held  in  store  for  them.  Mr.  Sargent  said  : 
"  Matt  I  shall  surely  be  killed  in  the  first  battle,  and  I  want  you 
to  let  my  wife  know  I  had  certain  foreknowledge  of  m\-  death." 
Many  times  he  had  spoken  to  others  about  the  presentiment  but 
all  the  efforts  of  his  comrades  to  disabuse  his  mind  of  the  idea 
w-ere  unavailing  His  repeated  declaration  came  to  pass  and  in 
a  brief  time  after  the  engagement  commenced  he  died  the  deatli 
of  a  soldier  with  his  face  toward  the  foe.     He  was  buried  in  due 
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form  near  the  earthworks  of  the  fort,  but  where  no  one  can  now 
tell.     [See  portrait  page  23. 

238  SARGENT,  THEODORE.  Private  Co.  K,  10th 
Mass.  Vols.,  farmer,  twenty,  single,  Spencer.    Enlisted  June  14, 

1861,  mustered  in  June  21,  18(31,  re-enlisted  Dec.  21,  1868,  cred- 
ited to  Westfield,  transferred  to  Co.  E,  3Vth  Mass.  Vols.  June  20, 

1864,  wounded  May  5,  1864,  corporal  Co.  E,  transferred  to  20th 
Mass.  Vols.  June  21,  1865,  private  Co.  E,  mustered  out  July  16, 

1865.  [See  portrait  page  28 

239  SCANLON,  PATRICK.  Private  Co.  A,  4th  Mass, 
Cav.,  bootmaker,  twenty-four,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec. 
9,  1863,  mustered  in  Dec.  26,  1863,  made  corporal  Aug.  1,  1865, 
sergeant  Nov.  1,  1865,  mustered  out  Nov.  14,  1865. 

240  SESSIONS,  JAIRUS  ALEXANDER.  Son  of  Otis 
and  Lucy  Sessions  and  grandson  of  Col.  Alexander  Sessions  of 
Brimfield,  was  born  in  that  town  March  26,  1836.  He  first  en- 
listed for  nine  months  in  Co.  C,  46th  regiment  Mass.  Vols.,  Sept. 

25,  1862,  and  he  re-enlisted  in  July,  1863,  in  Co.  I,  2nd  Mass. 
Hy.  Art.  He  was  discharged  for  disability  Aug.  29,  1863  and 
again  re-enlisted  Jan.  2,  1864,  in  Co.  A,  same  regiment.  He 
died  in  hospital  at  Newbern,  N.  C,  of  typhoid  fever,  March  10, 
1865.  His  body  came  Last  and  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  at 
Brimfield.  His  sister,  Sarah  E.,  widow  of  the  late  Isaac  C. 
Tyler,  now  (1903)  resides  at  Westfield. 

241  SHAW,  GEORGE  L.  Private  Co.  F,  42d  Mass. 
^^ols.,  mechanic,  twent3^-two,  single.  Spencer.     Enlisted  Aug. 

18,  1862,  mustered  in  Sept.  30,  1862,  mustered  out  Aug.  20, 
1863. 

242  SHERMAN,  ANTHONY.  Private  Co.  F,  42d  Mass. 
Vols.,  mechanic,  eighteen,  single,  Spencer.    Enlisted  Aug.  18, 

1862,  mustered  in  Sept.  30,  1862,  discharged  for  disability  Nov. 

26.  1862. 

243  SHIELDS,  JEREMIAH.  Unassigned  recruit,  private, 
25th  Mass.  Vols.,  laborer,  twenty-seven,  single,  New  York, 
credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  15,  1864,  mustered  in  June 
15,  1864. 

244  SIBLEY,  HENRY  H.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  bo(jtmaker,  nineteen,    married,  Spencer.    Enlisted  July 

19,  1862,  mustered  in  July  31,  1862,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865, 
settled  in  the  West.  Died  at  Otterbien,  Ind.,  Feb.  2,  1885. 
Seventy-eight  fellow  workmen  escorted  body  to  station  for  re- 
moval to  Spencer,  where  he  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 
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245  SniTH,  BARNA.  Private  Co.  H,  1st  Mass.  Cav., 
laborer,  forty-three,  married,  Spencer.  Hnli.sted  Sept.  2<S,  ISDl' 
mustered  in  Oct.  ."),  discharged  Sept.  '24,  1S()4. 

246  SniTH,  GEORGE  H.  Unassigned  recruit,  private, 
twenty-eight.  Spencer,  mustered  in  June  7,  1 'S()4,  never  joined 
regiment. 

247  5N()W,  HENRY  B.  Private  Co.  F,  lOth  Mass.  Vols., 
miller,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  Pjilisted  May-U,  ISOl,  mustered 
in  June  21,  l<S(n,  discharged  disabled,  April  (>,  ISO;]. 

248  STANLEY.  EDWARD.  Private  Co.  D,  25th  Mass.  Vols, 
machinist,  twenty-one,  single.  New  Jersey,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  June  15,  1S64,  mustered  in  June  15,  18(54,  mustered  out 
July  13,  1S()5,  expiration  of  service. 

249  STEARNS,  EUSTIS  H.  Private  Co.  F,  42d  Ma.ss. 
Vols.,  farmer,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  Enli.sted  Aug.  21,  1SG2, 
mustered  in  Sept.  oO,  1SH2,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  I860.  Lives 
at  Leicester. 

250  S'lOCKWELL,  D  WIGHT.  Private  Co.  D,  15th 
Mass.  Vols.,  mechanic,  twenty-three,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted 
Feb.  4,  1(S62,  mustered  in  Feb.  4,  1SG2,  wounded  Sept.  17,  1SG2, 
transferred  to  V.  R.  C.  and  discharged  from  IDth  Co.,  2nd  Batt., 
V.  R.  C.  Feb.  4,  1S()5. 

251  STONE,  ARTHUR  M.  Arthur  Marion  Stone  was 
born  in  Spencer  Oct.  31,  1S44,  the  .son  of  Albert  and  Martha  D. 
(Powers)  Stone.  He  had  the  advantages  of  the  public  .schools, 
including  the  high.  His  four  years  in  the  latter  institution  were 
spent  before  the  era  of  formal  graduation,  but  he  left  in  due  form 
after  the  customary  examinations  by  the  school  dignitaries.  All 
this  happened  in  the  Spring  when  the  school  year  coincided  with 
that  of  the  town.  The  year  was  1.862  when  the  call  for  volun- 
teers became  loud  and  constant.  The  thirty-fourth  regiment 
was  in  process  of  formation,  recruits  were  pouring  in  at  Camp 
Wool,  Worcester,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  Captain  William 
B.  Bacon's  Co.  E  was  raised  in  Spencer.  Among  the  boys  who 
in  July  of  that  year  signed  their  names  to  the  enlistment  roll  was 
the  seventeen  years  old  lad,  so  recently  freed  from  the  schot^lmas- 
ter's  care.  The  young  captain,  two  years  later  to  fall  at  New- 
market, evidently  knew  the  mettle  of  this  Spencer  .schoolboy,  since 
he  speedih'  made  him  clerk  and  soon  a  corporal. 

One  of  the  accomplishments  acquired  in  his  school  dp\  s  by 
the  newly  enlisted  lad  was  an  ability  to  write  legibly,  not  to  say 
beautifully,  which  talent  added  to  correct  orthography  speedily 
made  him  a  marked  man  among  his  fellow  soldiers,  and  officers 
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desiring  to  have  their  reports  made  in  pleasing  form  were  not 
slow  to  utilize  his  dextrous  hand.  Thus  while  he  saw  all  of  the 
service  of  the  34th  while  near  Alexandria,  participating  in  its 
drills  and  at  the  same  time  being  clerk  of  the  company,  he  was 
prevented  seeing  much  of  the  subsequent  hard  work  of  the  regi- 
ment, through  a  permanent  detail  in  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment. However,  he  was  with  E  Co.  up  to  and  including  the  en- 
gagement at  Ripon  Oct.  18,  1868,  whereas  a  member  of  the  color 
guard  he  was  by  the  side  of  his  Spencer  fellow  corporal,  Gardner 
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Gage,  who,  bearing  the  State  flag,  was  shot  through  the  heart. 
Soon  after  being  detailed  for  that  purpose,  he  was  attached  to  the 
Commissary  staff  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  for  eighteen  months  he 
supervised  the  distribution  of  rations  for  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
men  who  looked  to  that  post  for  subsistence,  not  perhaps  an 
ideal  life  for  a  soldier  but,  as  General  Grant  said  of  General  Ru- 
fus  Ingalls,  he  accomplished  more  for  the  cause  than  many  a  man 
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of  equal  rank  did  in  the  field.  He  obeyed  orders  and  discharged 
his  duties  faithfull_v.  Twice  at  least  did  he  try  to  return  to  liis 
company,  but  in  each  instance  he  was  headed  off  by  the  depart- 
ment officers,  in  one  case  his  retention  paper  bearing  the  signa- 
ture of  Major  General  VV.  S.  Hancock.  The  estimate  of  him  in 
Co.  E  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  during  his  long  ab.sence  his 
corporal's  place  was  undisturbed. 

Later,  when  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  under  the  drastic  treat- 
ment of  Sheridan,  had  become  tranquil  and  the  o4th  was  ordered 
to  the  seige  of  Peter.sburg,  the  hitherto  Commissary  officer  be- 
came a  Division  staff  attache,  carrving  his  secretarial  outfit  upon 
his  back,  obliged  to  he  where  duty  called  him,  .sometimes  under 
fire,  as  at  Fort  Gregg,  where  his  coat  sleeve  was  shot  through  by 
a  bullet  of  the  enemy.  The  letters  and  commendations  in  his 
possession,  written  by  prominent  officers  in  those  far  away  days, 
are  priceless  heritages  of  rebellion  scenes.  In  post  bellum  times 
he  has  been  an  ardent  worker  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  good  of 
his  old  associates  and  the  o4th  veteran  organization  has  no  more 
devoted  member  than  the  Spencer  corporal  clerk  and  he  is  one  of 
the  few  noncommissioned  officers  who  have  been  its  president. 

When  the  w'ar  was  over  and  the  o4th  had  seen  its  three 
years  service,  the  survivors  came  marching  home  and  among  the 
veterans  there  was  no  lighter  heart  than  that  of  our  Spencer  sol- 
dier who  yet  had  his  twenty-first  birthday  before  him.  Fighting 
with  gun  and  bayonet  was  over  but  there  awaited  him  the  battle 
of  life,  a  conflict  into  which  he  was  anxious  to  throw  himself. 
The  opportunity  soon  offered,  for  he  had  been  at  home  only  two 
weeks  when  entirely  unsolicited,  a  position  was  offered  him  in 
the  general  store  of  Grout,  Prouty  8i  Co.  Accepting  the  offer 
immediately,  he  discharged  his  duties  so  faithfully  that  in  the 
December  following.  Captain  Isaac  Prouty  recommended  him  for 
a  place  in  the  Leicester  National  Bank,  succeeding  there  Mr.  Ed- 
ward F.  Biscoe,  now  president  of  the  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Co. 
of  Worcester.  Here  he  was  clerk  and  teller  and  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Savings  Bank  in  1S()9  he  became  its  secretary.  Hold- 
ing these  positions,  at  a  compensation  quite  satisfactory  to  a 
country  boy,  in  1874  he  was  interviewed  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Goodnow, 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Worcester,  who  in  some 
way  had  become  cognizant  of  the  Leicester  bank  man's  capacity 
and  worth.  The  salary  offered  was  so  much  in  excess  of  that 
then  received  that  Mr.  Stone  could  not  in  justice  to  him.self  de- 
cline the  position  so  he  became  the  cashier  of  the  First  National 
and  remained  as  such  till  1879,  when  still  another  opening  and 
advancement  appeared. 

The  boot  and  shoe  manufacturing  firm  of  D.  G.  Raw.son  & 
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Co.  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  in  Worcester,  having  been 
established  in  1860.  Here  the  erstwhile  banker  became  the 
financial  member  of  the  firm,  which  included  besides  Mr.  Raw- 
son,  Messrs.  W.  R.  Fay  and  C.  S.  Goddard.  In  1S81  the  inter- 
ests of  Mr.  Rawson  were  bought  out  b}-  the  other  firm  members 
and  the  business  continued  under  the  well  known  name  of  God- 
dard, P'ay  &  Stone.  Their  factory  on  Austin  street  was  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  the  city  and  one  of  the  best  appointed  in  the 
country,  employing  the  year  around  nearly  five  hundred  hands. 
On  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Fa}'  in  1889,  the  manufacturing  was 
continued  by  Messrs.  Goddard  and  Stone,  having  their  Boston 
salesrooms  at  No.  108  Bedford  Street.  However,  there  were 
spurs  still  to  be  won,  and  in  1894  there  came  a  call  from  his 
own  native  town  where  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  had 
long  been  its  principal  industry.  Wherever  footwear  is  used, 
there  the  name  of  Isaac  Prouty  &  Co.  of  Spencer  is  known. 

He  was  wanted  as  treasurer  of  the  newly  organized  stock 
company  and  the  call  appearing  to  be  one  he  should  heed,  Mr. 
Stone  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  Worcester  business  and  trans- 
ferred his  ripened  experience  to  Spencer,  giving  to  ths  new^  po- 
sition the  same  indefatigable  zeal  and  industry  which  have  ever 
distinguished  him.  Nor  was  this  situation  fated  to  be  his  final 
one,  since  in  1901,  Oct.  2nd,  he  accepted  the  place  of  second  vice 
president,  subsequently  treasurer,  of  the  Crompton  vSz:  Knowles 
Loom  Works  of  Worcester,  where  toda^^  he  is  giving  all  the  care 
and  vigor  to  the  development  of  that  great  industr}'  that  were 
characteristic  of  him  thirty  years  ago.  The  Crompton  & 
Knowles  Loom  Works  are  the  largest  of  their  kind  in  the  world, 
the  second  largest  industry  in  Worcester  and  the  very  greatest 
maintained  entirely  by  Worcester  capital.  Unconsciously  for  all 
these  years,  Mr.  vStone  has  been  as  thorough  an  exponent  of  the 
strenuous  life  as  even  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  himself  could 
wish  and  the  nearing  of  a  sixtieth  birthda}'  seems  in  no  way  to 
lessen  his  activity  and  nerve.  In  these  two  and  a  half  years 
with  the  loom  works  he  has  superintended  the  building  of  a 
great  factory  in  Philadelphia  where  a  considerable  part  of  the 
company's  work  is  now  done. 

In  all  these  years,  Mr.  Stone  has  not  been  an  automatic 
business  machine  merely,  for  he  has  found  time  to  prove  him- 
self a  valuable  member  of  the  community  in  many  ways.  Hav- 
ing married  in  1869  Miss  Mary  L.  Dunton  of  Spencer,  he  early 
established  his  own  hearthstone  and  about  it  he  has  seen  three 
daughters  play.  The  eldest,  Mabel  J.,  a  graduate  of  the  Wor- 
cester classical  high  school  and  of  Wellesley  College,  was  in  1892 
called  to  the  higher  life.    Ruth  W.,  also  of  the  same  school  and 
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college,  is  now  Mrs.  F.  W.  Howe  of  Providence,  while  Miss  Ger- 
trude D.,  like  her  sisters,  is  a  graduate  of  the  classical  high, 
and  having  spent  two  years  at  Smith  College,  is  at  home.  His  re- 
ligious affiliations  are  with  the  Orthodox  Congregational  body 
and  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  prominent  member  of  Pied- 
mont church.  On  the  formation  of  the  Congregational  Club  of 
Worcester  he  became  a  factor  therein,  a  vice  president  in  1SS<) 
and  its  president  for  the  years  1S!)()-1S1)2.  The  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Worcester  has  long  had  his  sujiport  and 
sympathy  and  in  lS7o-l,S77he  was  its  treasurer.  In  these  days 
few  men  of  merit  can  honorably  shirk  their  political  resyjonsi- 
bility  and  Mr.  Stone  has  been  no  exception  for  in  1SS4  and  ISS.") 
he  represented  Ward  Six  in  the  Common  Council,  being  the 
president  of  that  body  during  his  second  year,  nor  need  his  poli- 
tical life  have  ended  here  had  he  been  willing  to  continue 
therein.  In  one  of  the  successful  no  license  campaigns,  waged 
by  the  law  and  order  loving  people  of  Worcester,  he  proved  him- 
self such  an  efficient  leader  that  there  went  up  a  loud  cry  for  him 
to  become,  in  PScSo,  republican  candidate  for  Mayor,  but  the  de- 
mand of  his  business  preventing,  he  chose  rather  to  play  the  part 
of  Warwick  and  perhaps  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  one 
man,  Worcester  owes  the  nomination  and  election  of  Samuel  Wins- 
low,  who  gave  to  Worcester  one  of  the  longest  and  most  successf  nl 
administrations  in  its  history. 

In  the  reorganization  of  Worcester's  Board  of  Trade  in  IS'll 
Mr.  Stone  had  a  part,  was  the  first  vice  president  for  three  years 
succeeding  to  the  presidency  in  1.S94  and  remaining  in  that  posi- 
tion till  1S97.  His  interest  in  this  institution  continues  un- 
abated to  date. 

When  Mr.  Stone  is  really  and  truly  at  home  he  ma\-  be 
found  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Mav  streets  in  Worcester,  where 
having  erected  a  beautiful  and  commodious  mansion,  he  mo\-ed 
into  the  same  in  1M)1  and  there  dispenses  hospitality  on  the 
same  scale  which  has  ever  characterized  all  his  business  dealings. 

If  one  were  to  summarize  the  character  of  Arthur  M.  vStone. 
it  would  be  to  the  effect  that  to  the  sterling,  reliable  (pialities  of 
a  New  England  man  have  been  added  all  the  enthusiasm  and  go 
of  the  most  thorough-going  westerner.  With  him,  working  hours 
begin  when  there  is  work  to  be  done,  and  they  end  when  the 
task  is  accomplished.  Such  traits,  recognized  by  tho.^^e  in 
search  of  energetic  men,  have  rendered  it  wholl>-  unnecessar>-  for 
him  to  seek  lucrative  occupation.  His  business  opportunities 
have  come  unsought  and  he  never  changed  places  except  to  bet- 
ter himself  and  others.  Native  ability,  joined  to  the  environ- 
ment of  his  native  town,  gave  him   an  excellent  start  and  his 
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subsequent  career  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  his  for- 
bears and  the  old  town  of  Spencer. — Hon.  Alfred  S.  Roe. 

252  STONE,  DAVID.  Private  Co.  C,  8d  Mass.  Cav., 
bootmaker,  thirty-one,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Dec.  4, 
1868,  mustered  in  Dec.  4,  1868,  mustered  out  Sept.  28,  1865. 

253  STRATTON,  SAMUEL  W.  Private  Co.  F,  10th 
Mass.  Vols.,  mechanic,  nineteen,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Jime 
21,  1S61,  mustered  in  June  21,  1861,  mustered  out  Jul}^  1,  1864. 

254  SULLIVAN,"  RICHARD.  Private  Co.  G,  19th  Mass. 
Vols.,  laborer,  eighteen,  single,  Boston,  credited  to  Spencer. 
Enlisted  Jan.  10,  1865,  mustered  in  Jan.  10,  1865,  dis- 
charged July  19,  1865. 

255  TAYLOR,  CHARLES  M.  Private  Co.  C,  2d  Hy. 
Art.,  recruit,  milkman,  twenty-one,  single,  Waltham,  credited 
to  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  9,  1864,  mustered  in  June  9,  1864, 
discharged  July  8,  1865,  G.  O.  No.  87,  War  Department. 

256  THOnPSON,  WILLIAM.  Unassigned  recruit,  pri- 
vate, twenty-four.  Spencer.  Mustered  in  June  6,  1864,  never 
joined  regiment. 

257  TOOHEY,  EDMUND.  Shoemaker  was  born  at  Charl- 
ton Sept.  8,  1888.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  June  21,  1861  in 
Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.  He  died  in  the  hospital  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  known  as  "David,"  July  19,  1862.  No  one  of  the  at- 
tendant physicians  thought  he  was  very  sick,  but  that  he  worried 
himself  to  death  because  he  wanted  to  return  to  his  Spencer 
home.    His  body  was  brought  here  for  burial. 

258  TOWNSEND,  EDWARD.  Was  born  the  eleventh 
day  of  April,  1848,  in  South  Royalston,  County  of  Worcester, 
State  of  Massachusetts.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Co.  C,  25th 
regiment  of  Mass.  Vols.  When  the  company  was  recruited  and 
mustered  in  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  26,  1862,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  corporal  in  the  25th  regiment.  In  July  24,  1863,  he  was 
commissioned  1st  Lieut,  in  the  2nd  regiment,  "  Wild's  African 
Brigade,"  a  brigade  of  colored  soldiers  formed  at  that  time  in  N. 
C,  which  rank  he  held  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  Died  June  9,  1878  and  was  buried  at  Pine  Grove 
cemetery. 

259  TYRELL,  ALONZO  H.  Was  born  Sept.  9,  1841,  in 
Holden.  He  entered  the  service  June  21,  1861  as  a  private  in 
Co.  K,  10th  regiment  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged  at 
Brightwood,  D.  C,  Aug.  8,  1861,  for  disability.  He  re-enlisted 
Aug.  18,  1862,  as  a  private  in  Co.  F,  42nd  regiment  Mass.  Vols., 
and  disharged  at  Readville,  Mass.,  Aug.  20,  1863,  his  term  of 
service  having  expired. 
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JOSEPH  F.  WARD, 
Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols. 
For  Biography  see  Vol.  II,  Page  7S. 
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260  TYRELL,  HENRY  A.  Private  Co.  F,  42nd  Mass. 
Vols.,  mechanic,  eighteen,  single,  Spencer.  Enlisted  Aug.  18, 
18(;2,  mustered  in  Sept.  oO,  18(V2,  mustered  out  Aug.  20,  1863. 

261  USHER,  CHARLES  E.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  bootmaker,  eighteen,  single,  vSpencer.  Enlisted  July  19, 
18()2,  mustered  in  July  31,  18()2,  mustered  out  June  10,  1865. 

262  USHER,  JAMES  H.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  twenty,  single.  Spencer.  P-nlisted  July  19,  1862, 
mustered  iri  July  31,  18(52,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865. 

263  USHtR,  WILLIAM  D.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass. 
V^ols.,  farmer,  twenty-two,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July  19, 
18()2,  mustered  in  July  31,  18()2,  mustered  out  June  16,  1865. 
Lives  at  Worcester. 

264  WEDGE,  JOSEPH.  Private  Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 
\^ols.,  wire  drawer,  thirty,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  June  14, 
18()1,  nuistered  in  June  21,  ISIH,  discharged  disabled,  April  17, 
1862. 

265  WALLACE  JOSEPH.  Private  Co.  C,  2nd  Mass. 
Cav.,  shoemaker,  twenty-eight,  married.  Spencer.  Enlisted  Jan. 
12,  LSi;;),  mustered  in  March  17,  1863,  discharged,  disabled  June 
14,  LSC,.-). 

266  WARD,  JOSEPH  F.  Private  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols., 
boot  click,  eighteen,  musician,  single.  Spencer.  Enlisted  July 
19,  1862,  mustered  in  Julv  31,  1862,  mustered  out  June  16, 
1865.     [See  biography  Vol.  II,  page  78. 

267  WEBBER,  ELLIOTT  D.  Private  Co.  F,  10th  Mass. 
Vols.,  twenty-five,  Springfield.  Enlisted  June  14,  1861,  mustere4 
in  June  21,  ]8()1,  discharged  disabled,  Aug.  12,  1861  ;  enlisted 
again. 

268  WEBSTER,  GEORGE.  Private  Co.  C,  25th  Mass. 
Vols.,  shoemaker,  twenty -five,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted 
May  15,  18()2,  mustered  in  May  15,  1862,  discharged  May  26, 
18(;5.      Lives  at  North  Brook Beld. 

269  WEBSTER,  MATTHEW.  Was  born  Sept.  10,  1828, 
in  Bramley,  near  Leeds,  County  of  Yorkshire,  England.  He 
entered  the  service  Aug.  23,  1861  at  Worcester,  Marss.,  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Co.  C.  21st  regiment,  Mass.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  was  dis- 
charged at  Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  30,  1864  through  expiration  of 
term  of  service.  The  first  battle  in  which  he  was  engaged  was 
Roanoke  Island.  N.  C,  and  subsequentl}'  engaged  in  battles  of 
Newbern,  Camden,  Bull  Run, Chantilly,  South  Mountain,  Antie- 
tam,  Fredericksburg,  Blue  Springs,  Campbell's  Station,  Siege  of 
Knoxville,    Fort    Sanders,    Wilderness,    vSpottsylvania,  North 
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Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Betliesda  Church,  Petersburg  and  Battle  of 
the  Mine.  For  a  time  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Beau- 
fort, entering  April,  1S(;;5.  His  intimate  comrades  in  the  ser- 
vice were:  Bernard  McNulty,  \V.  VV.  Scott,  J.  \'ale,  F.  C.  Chirk, 
William  Carter,  \V.  H.  Earle,  Edw.  Ely  and  E.  W.  R ichard^o  i'. 
He  considered  the  vidette  duty  at  Fredericksburg  to  have  l)een 
the  must  important  event  in  his  experiences  during  service. 
Died  at  Spencer,  April  1904. 


MATHEW  WEBSTER 
Co.  C,  2i.st  Mass.  Vols. 


270  WHEELER,  EDWARD  R.  Assistant  surgeon,  •24th 
Mass.  Vols.,  tield  aud  .staff,  twenty-six.  Spencer.  Enlisted  May 
15,  1864,  mustered  in  May  15,  1864,  surgeon  Nov.  10,  18()4, 
mustered  out  Jan.  20,  1866.  Was  physician  and  surgeon  at 
Spencer.  Died  at  Winthrop  Beach,  April  oO,  1904.  Buried  in 
Pine  Grove  cemetery,  Spencer.  Has  held  many  public  positions 
of  trust  and  honor.  Was  president  of  the  Good  Samaritan  So- 
ciet}',  Incorporated,  and  one  of  the  examiners  for  soldier  pensions 
for  the  district,  etc. 

271  WHEELER,  JOHN  H.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  teamster,  twenty-one,  sirigle,  vSpencer.  Enlisted  Jul}-  2o, 
1861,  mustered  in  Aug.  2o,  1861,  discharged  for  disabilt\'  Dec. 
19,  1862. 

272  WILSON,  HORACE.  Private  Co.  D,  24th  Mass. 
Vols.,  farmer,  forty-three,  married,  Spencer,  powder  maker. 
Enlisted  Nov.  5,  1861,  mu.stered  in  Nov.  5,  1861,  died  April 
26,  1862  at  Newbern,  N.  C. 

273  WORTH,  NATHANIEL.  Private  Co.  H,  2nd  Hy. 
Art.,  laborer,  twenty-one,  single,  credited  to  Spencer.  Enlisted 


190 


SKETCES  OF  SPENCER  HISTORY 


June  16,  1864,  mustered  in  June  16,  1864,  discharged  from 
Augur  U.  S.  A.  general  hospital,  Alexandria,  Va.,  July  19,  1865. 

274  WORTHINGTON,  JOHN  M.  Carpenter,  was  born 
Nov.  17,  1886  at  Spencer.  Enlisted  May  31,  1861  and  was  made 
sergeant  in  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Vols.,  June  21,  1861.  He  was 
discharged  Dec.  21,  1868  and  on  same  date  enlisted  in  Co.  K, 
84th  Mass.  Vols.,  on  the  quota  of  Westfield,  receiving  as  bounty 
three  hundred  and  twenty- five  dollars.  He  was  transferred  June 
20,  1864,  to  Co.  D,  87th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  killed  Sept.  19, 
1864,  at  Winchester,  Va.  At  one  time  he  was  offered  the  posi- 
tion of  regimental  carpenter,  but  refused  it,  saying:  "I  came  to 
fight,  I  had  plenty  of  carpenter  work  at  home." 


HOWARD  R.  WHEHI^RR 

275  WORTHINQTON,  LIBERTY  W.  Was  born  the 
twentieth  day  of  November,  1S89  in  Spencer,  County  of  Wor- 
cester, State  of  Mass.  He  entered  the  service  June  19,  1862  as  a 
private  in  Co.  E,  84th  regiment,  Mass.  Vols.,  and  was  discharged 
at  Richmond,  Vr.,  June  16,  1865  as  sergeant.  His  first  promo- 
tion, which  was  to  corporal,  was  dated  March  22,  1863.  He  was 
again  promoted  to  1st  sergeant  Dec.  27,  1864.    His  first  battle 
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was  Newmarket,  Va.  Subsequently  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Piedmont,  Lynchburg,  Winchester,  Fisher's  Mill, 
Stickney's  Farm,  Cedar  Creek,  Hatch's  Run,  Fort  Grei^i;  and 
others  around  Richmond  during  the  evacuation  of  Generai  Lee. 
He  was  wounded  at  Newmarket  May  L"),  iSfU,  again  at  Pied- 
mont June  5th,  1S(34  and  again  at  Winchester  Sept.  19,  1,S()4.  In 
the  latter  part  of  July  LS(i4  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at 
Parkersburg,  Va.  His  intimate  associates  in  the  service  were: 
George  P.  Clark,  Henry  Bemis,  Charles  Hunter,  Walton  Liver- 
more,  Henry  Sibley,  Henry  Bowman.     Living  in  Spencer. 

276  YOUNG,  RICHARD.  Private  Co.  C,  21st  Mass. 
Vols.,  shoemaker,  thiity-six,  married,  Spencer.  Enlisted  July 
23,  1861,  mustered  in  Aug.  28,  1861.  DESERTED.  Re-enlistexl 
in  Co.  E,  o4th  Mass.  Vols.    Lives  in  East  Brookfield. 

277  YOUNG,  WILLIAM  PIENRY.  Drafted.  Was  born  in 
Wilmington,  County  of  New  Hanover,  State  of  North  Carolina 
in  1844.  He  entered  the  service  Aug.  3,  1863,  as  a  private  in 
Co.  F,  54th  Mass.  (colored)  regiment  and  was  discharged  at 
Sullivan's  Island,  N.  C.  Aug.  20,  1865,  the  war  having  closed. 
He  died  Jan.  12,  1896,  and  was  buried  in  Evergreen  cemetery, 
East  Brookfield. 


Unidentified  Recruits. 

Unidentified  recruits  were  secured  by  Luther  Hill  for  the 
town  of  Spencer,  and  accepted  by  the  United  States.  It  would 
be  very  difficult  to  obtain  records  of  these  men,  and  even  if  the 
records  could  be  secured  they  would  be  of  no  great  value  to 
the  living,  as  the  men  were  residents  of  other  places  and  unknown 
to  Spencer  citizens  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment. 


278 

Bruso,  Louis 

293 

Simpson,  Charles  H. 

279 

Bryan,  John 

294 

Standard,  Julien 

280 

Cholly,  Henry  H. 

295 

Smart,  Thomas  C. 

281 

Edwards,  David 

296 

Smart,  William 

282 

Foot,  Abram 

297 

Smith,  Owen 

283 

Ford,  Franklin  E. 

298 

Solomon,  George  T. 

284 

McLaury,  Thomas  J. 

299 

Springberg,  Carl  J. 

285 

Ray,  Thomas 

300 

Stevens,  Samuel  W.  C. 

286. 

Richardson,  Alvarez  E. 

301 

Shields,  John 

287 

Riley,  Peter 

302 

Swebe,  John 

288 

Rooney,  John 

303 

Taylor,  George  C. 

289 

Severance,  William  H. 

304 

Thompson,  Frederick 

290 

Seymour,  James  A. 

305 

Tangen,  Michael 

291 

Scott,  Charles  C. 

306 

Walker,  Felix 

292 

Schroeder,  John 
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Credited  to  Other  Places. 

The  following  names  credited  on  Town  Records  of  1865-6 
as  Spencer  Volunteers  were  found,  on  consulting  the  State 
records,  to  be  credited  to  other  places  as  follows  :  — 

Leicester  —  John  A.  Barr,  Charles  Sanderson,  James  She- 
han,  Frederic  vS.  Blodgett  Ira  E.  Lackey. 

Brookfield  —  Eugene  H.  Carpenter. 

Worcester — Philip  Duval,  Joseph  W.  Webber. 

Springfield — John  W^.  Robinson. 

New  Braintree  —  William  W  Ames,  Charles  O.  Adams, 
Charles  H.  Parker. 

Stow  —  George  F  Howe. 
Ware  —  John  Graham. 
California  —  Calvin  R.  Prouty. 

The  following  names  having  been  accepted  by  the  Town  of 
vSpencer  as  Spencer  soldiers  and  placed  on  the  tablets  in  the 
Town  Hall.  They  have  been  kept  on  the  Spencer  list  although 
they  are  credited  to  other  places  on  the  state  records. 

New  Braintree  —  John  Corbet. 

New  Salem  —  Lyman  C.  Gibbs. 

Amherst  —  Murray  Lovett. 

New  York  State  —  Thomas  Heffron. 

Two  other  Spencer  men.  Joseph  Bird  and  George  Charon, 
went  to  war  on  behalf  of  Ward  <S,  Worcester. 


THE  DRAFT 


In  l<S6o,  voluntary  enlistments  not  bein^  sufficient  to  supply 
the  government  with  the  number  of  soldiers  needed,  a  draft  w^^s 
ordered  which  took  place  July  14.  From  Spencer  sixt\-eiglit 
men  were  drafted,  but  from  desertions,  exemptions  from  disabilty 
and  other  causes,  the  government  only  obtained  ten  men,  and 
$5,700  with  which  to  procure  substitutes  for  nineteen  more,  or  a 
total  of  twenty-nine  men.    Their  names  are  given  below. 

DESERTED. 

Doyle,  James  Norton,  Philip 

Ritchie,- Frank  Prouty,  Addison  D. 

FURNISHED  SUBSTITUTES 

Sampson,  Freeman  Watson,  William  C. 

WENT  INTO  THE  SERVICE. 
Boyd,  James  O.  Chaffin,  Winslow 

Dennis,  L.  H.  Lamb,  Charles 

Livermore,  Lorenzo  D.  Maxwell,  John 

Proctor,  Josiali  J.  Young,  William  (colored). 

EXEMPTED  FOR  VARIOUS  REASONS. 

Abraham,  Thomas  Adams,  Daniel  W. 

Aldrich,  Hosea  P.  Bemis,  Alvin 

Brewer,  Hiram  H.  Canary,  James 

Carpenter,  Eugene  H.  Clapp,  Otis 

Comins,  Thomas  A.  Converse.  Luman  D. 

Converse,  Willard  Dewing,  George 

Doyle,  James  Fisher,  Tudson  H. 

Foley,  Patrick  Green,  John  M. 

Hale,  Amos  H  Hiney,  John 

Hinds,  Lewis  H.  Howard,  Cyrus  D. 

Ledott,  Lewis  Livermore,  John  W. 

Ludden,  John  W.  Lord,  Daniel  A. 

McCormack,  Edward  Prouty,  Lucius  M. 

Prouty,  Theodore  C.  Singer,  Joseph 

Sheehy,  William  Smith,  Eleazer 

Smith,  Frank  Starr,  Hezekiah  P. 

Tirrell,  John  S.  Walker,  John  A. 

Watson,  George  H.  Vv^ilson,  Waldo 

15 
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The  following  paid  $300  each  for  exemption. 
Bemis,  Edwin  J.  BuUard,  Joel  S. 

Capen,  William  E.  Davis,  George  S. 

Drury,  Chandler  Green,  Henry  R. 

Griffin,  Michael  Guilford,  Nathan 

Harrington,  Henry  M.  Lamb,  Austin  E. 

Lord,  William  Nichols,  Edwin 

Prouty,  Augustus  C.  Prouty,  Jonas  R. 

Prouty,  Vernon  Putnam,  Jonas  T. 

Sagendorph,  Noah  Sibley,  William  H. 

Wheeler,  Edward  R. 

The  name  of  John  M.  Green  was  drawn  twice.  This 
demonstrated  an  error  in  making  up  the  list  of  men  liable  for 
military  duty,  and  since  one  error  was  clearly  shown,  it  could 
readily  have  been  assumed  there  might  be  other  errors,  and  the 
writer  has  always  held  the  idea  that  had  any  one  of  the  drafted 
men  entered  a  legal  protest,  the  drawing  might  and  certainly 
ought  to  have  been  set  aside.  The  opinion  of  a  competent  lawyer 
is  herewith  given  :  "As  regards  your  question  about  the  elfect 
of  double  drawing  of  one  name  as  in  the  case  of  John  M.  Green, 
which  you  mention,  I  do  not  know  what  ruling  the  War 
department  would  have  made  about  it,  if  it  had  been  raised. 
I  think  it  ought  to  have  vitiated  the  whole  proceeding,  but  the 
Lord  only  knows  whether  the  War  department  would  have  so 
ruled.  Its  decisions  often  were  very  surprising  and  arbitrary." 
Mr.  Green  now  resides  at  Worcester.  He  writes  that  he  obtained 
exemption  not  because  of  the  double  drawing  of  his  name  but 
because  of  his  stature,  which  was  below  the  government  standard. 

Drafting  men  for  the  army  did  not  prove  to  be  a  popular 
measure  and  serious  draft  riots  occurred  in  New  York  City. 
The  policy  of  hiring  men  and  paying  bounties  was  then  tried  and 
gave  general  satisfaction.  The  sixty-eight  men  so  hired  by  this 
town  whose  names  are  in  the  town  records  of  1865,  received  on 
an  average  $224.78,  of  which  amount  $138.84  was  paid  by  the 
town  and  $85.94  by  subscription.  Some  men  were  procured 
without  the  payment  of  any  bounty,  while  others  received  the 
highest  price  paid  $320.00. 

It  seems  reasonably  certain  that  the  government  should 
have  credited  Spencer  for  nineteen  soldiers  in  lieu  of  the  $5700 
in  money  paid  over  to  them  and  which  would  have  purchased 
that  many  soldiers,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  such  credit  was 
made  only  at  that  particular  time.  When  another  quota  was 
called  for,  the  town  had  to  raise  the  nineteen  soldiers  just  the 
same  as  though  the  money  to  procure  them  had  not  once  been 
paid  over. 


THE  HEROIC  DEAD 


List  of  forty-three  soldiers  from  Spencer  who  suffered  death 
either  in  action,  by  drowning,  wounds  or  disease  while  engaged 
in  an  effort  to  preserve  the  Union  during  the  great  struggle  of 
the  Civil  War  from  1S()1  to  ISO").  Portraits  of  twenty-six  of 
these  men,  all  that  could  be  obtained,  with  sketches  of  their 
service,  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  The  Town  Hall 
tablets  lack  five  names  to  make  a  complete  list  of  those  entitled 
to  such  distinction. 


Adams,.  Henry  F. 
Barr,  Elbridge  G. 
Bemis,  Frederick  A. 
Bemis,  Oscar  R. 
Bird,  Frank 
Boulett,  Fortuna 
Carney,  Thomas 
Chickering,  Dwight 
Chickering,  Henr}-  G. 
Corbet,  John 
Crook,  James 
Crosb3^  Isaiah 
Dana,  Louis 
Davis.  Freeman 
Dickin.son,  Nathan  S. 
Farrell,  George 
Fogg,  Lucien 
Frink,  Willard  A. 
Gage,  Gardiner  M. 
Green,  David 
Green,  Joel  W. 
Gibbs,  Lvman  C. 


Harrington,  Deiniis 
Hawes,  Leroy 
Heffron,  Thomas 
Henry,  George  W. 
Hunter,  Otis  M. 
Johnson,  John 
Johnson,  Sylvester  D. 
Kelly,  Daniel 
Lackey,  James 
Lamb,  Edward  A. 
Luchay,  Abraham 
Luther,  \A'aldo  H. 
Mead.  Joseph 
Midgeley,  Alfred  W. 
Nason,  George  W. 
Reno.  Nelson 
Sargent,  Samuel  D. 
Sessions,  J  aims 
Toomey,  Ednuuid 
Worthington,  John  M, 
Wilson,  Horace 


Eliptical  Springs  for  Carriages 

Were  once  manufactured  in  a  small  mill  on  the  Browning  pond 
stream  near  Amasa  T.  Bemis'  place  by  Edward  Keyes  and  Cxilbert 
G.  Belcher.  The  power  was  used  to  run  a  trip  hammer.  In 
those  days  Hillsville  was  quite  a  centre  for  wagon  making. 


VETERANS  OF  CIVIL  WAR  BURIED 
IN  SPENCER 


A  complete  list  of  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Civil  War 
buried  in  Spencer.     Compiled  from  Post  37.  G.  A.  R.  Records. 

Abbreviations:  Old,  Old  Cemetery;  P.  G.  Pine  Grove  Cemetery;  St.  M.,  St.  Mary's 
Cemeterj-. 

Abraham,  Thomas,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Died  July  28,  1896 
Adams,  Emery  G.,  Old.  Co  E,  34th  Mass  Died  April  24,  1864 
Adams,  Henry  F.,  P.  G.  Co.  C,  21st  Ma.ss.  Died  May  19,  1863 
Allen,  Andrew  J.,  P.  G  Co.  D,  2d  Mass.  H.  A.  Died  Nov.  30,  1897 
Ayers,  Charles  S..  P.  G.  Co.  A,  51st  Mass.  Died  May  13,  1900 
Ball,  Charles  E  ,  P.  G.  Co  C.  25th  Mass  Died  Sept.  11,  1866 
Ball,  Daniel  A.,  P.  G.  Co  F,  42d  Mass.  Died  Jan.  3,  1878 
Barr,  John  H.,  P.  G.  Co.  H,  34th  Mass  Died  Mav  5,  1866 
Belcher.  Gilbert  G.,  P.  G.  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Died  Aug  28,  1897 
Bemis,  Edmund  J.,  P.  G.  Co  F.  42d  Mass.  Died  June  25,  1868 
Bemis,  Oscar  R.,  P.  G.  Co  E,  34th  Mass.  Died  July  31,  1863 
Benjamin,  Joseph,  St  M.    Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Died  1887 

Bercume,  Anthony,  St.  M.  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.    Died  April  20,  1900 
Bigelow,  D.  B.,  Old.     Co.  A,  25th  Mass.    Died  June  23,  1866 
Blodo-ett,  Frederick  A.,  Old.     2d  N.  H.     Died  April  7,  1869 
Bo\d,  Chenev  P.,  P.  G.    Co.  K,  21st  Mass. 
Boynes,  Levi  D.,  P.  G.    Co.  K,  10th  Mass. 

Brady,  James,  P.  G.    25th  Mass.  Died  June,  1894 

Brown,  George  A.,  P.  G.  37th  Mass.  Died  Dec  11,  1898 
Brown,  Judah  L.,  P.  G.  Navy,  Ship  Dunbarton.  Died  Julv  6,  1896 
Bullard,  Amasa  B.,  Old.  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Died  Feb.  2,  1891" 
Burns.  Robert,  St.  M.  Co.  A,  5th  U.  S.  Inf.  Died  Oct.  6,  1901 
Buss,  Elon  G.,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  51st  Mass.  Died  Oct.  30,  1898 
Carey,  Patrick,  St.  M.  Died  1888 

Carr,  John,  St.  M.    Co.  H,  9th  Mass.  Died  Jan.  21,  1903 

Cate,  Augustus,  P.  G.  Co.  D,  5th  N.  H.  Died  Dec.  13,  1885 
Cheever,  Moses,  P.  G.  Died  Dec.  9,  1902 

Clark,  George  E.,  P.  G.  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Died  Feb.  18,  1900 
Clark,  Hiram  J.,  P.  G.    51st  Mass.  Died  Nov.  6,  1890 

Crook,  James  M.,  P.  G.  Co.  I.  2d  Mass.  H.  A.  Died  Apr.  25,  1865 
Corli.ss,  Dennison  F.,  P.  G.     Co.  E,  15th  Vt.    Died  Dec.  30,  1903 
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Cummiiigs,  C.  L.,  P.  G.  Heav}-  Artillery.  Died  June  22,  1 '.)():', 
Davis,  George  H.,  Old.  33d  N.  J.  Inf.  Died  Oct.  s'  jsi;.-, 
Dwyer  Frank  L- ,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  3d  Maine.  Died  Jan.  21,  IS'.IS 
Edwards,  Charles  W.,  Old.  Co.  C,  2d  Mass.  Died  Ang.  \\  \si):\ 
Fleming,  Robert,  P.  G.  Co.  A,  25th  Ma.ss.  Died  Nov.  25,  ISD] 
Forky,  Lewis,  St.  M.  Died  ls,s5 

Forrest.  Daniel,  St.  M.  Co.  I,  50th  Mass.  Died  Oct.  31,  ISSl 
Freeman,  Elias  H.,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  3()  Mass.  Died  Nov.  25,  ls<)7 
Frigon,  Louis,  St.  M.  Co.  F,  4th  Mass.  H.  A.  Died  Mar.  2s',  ISDS 
Green,  Joel  W.,  Old.  Co.  C,  1st  Mass.  Cav.  Died  Jan.  22, 
Hart,  Joseph,  P.  G.  Co.  A,  14th  Conn.  Died  April  2(1,  1S«)(; 
Hawes,  George,  Old.    Navy.  Died  1S<)(', 

Hayw^ood,  E.  L.,  P.  G.    3d  Regt.  V.  R.  C. 

Hindley,  Solomon  K.,  P.  G.  Co.  H,  lOth  Mass.  D.  Oct.  13,  11)02 
Holmes,  John,  P.  G.  Co.  B,  5Lst  Mass.  Died  June  15,  11)02 
Hovey,  C.  C,  Old.    Co.  I,  15th  Mass.  Died  1S72 

Jerome,  John,  St.  M.    Co.  D,  02d  Mass. 

kelley,  Patrick,  St.  M.  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Died  June  30,  11)03 
Kingsbury,  Addison,  Old.     3d  Mass.  Cav.  Dec.  11),  1S(;1 

King,  Oliver,  St.  M.  Co.  E,  42d  Mass.  Died  March  5,  1S1)3 
Labonty,  Frank.  St.  M.  Co.  I,  11th  Mass.  Died  Oct.  13,  l.Sl)5 
Lamb,  Asahel,  Old.  Co.  F,  GOth  Mass.  Died  Oct  17,  ISIJI) 
Lamb,  Charles,  Old.  11th  Co.  Unat.  H  A.  Died  Dec  21,  ISSO 
Lamb.  Edward  A.,  Old.  Co.  F,  GOth  Mass.  Died  Oct.  31,  1S(;4 
Leland.  E  Francis,  P.  G.  Co.  F,  11th  U.S.  Inf  Died  June  25,  1,S71) 
Livermore,  Lorenzo  D.,  Old.  Co.  H,  10th  Mass.  Died  Sept.  22,  1SS5 
Lucier,  Paul,  St.  M.  Co  E,  19th  Mass.  Died  October,  11)03 
Luther,  Waldo  H.,  P.  G.  Co.  H.  10th  Mass.  Died  Oct  23,  1S(;4 
Lyndes,  John  M.,  P.  G.  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Died  Mar.  24,  1SS4 
Lyon,  Charles  F. ,  Old.  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Died  May  21),  11)01 
Maloney,  Martin,  St.  M.  Co.  C,  4th  Mass  Cav.  Died  Dec.  2.  1S70 
Marble,  Albert  W.,  Old.  Co.  G,  Gist  Mass.  Died  Julv  14,  11)01 
Marsh,  John  H.,  P.  G.  Co.  I,  24th  Ma.ss.  Died  March  2,  1S(;5 
Mason,  William  W.,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  10th  Ma.ss.  Died  May  7.  iss;; 
Maxw^ell.  John,  St.  M.  Co.  A,  39th  Ma.ss.  Died  March  S,  ISDi, 
McDonald,  J. 

Monroe,  George  M.,  P.  G.  Co.  F,  42d  Ma.ss.  Died  Dec.  (i,  1SS2 
Morse,  Jo.seph  P.,  Old.  Co.  E,  34th  Ma.ss.  Died  ^Lav  S,  ]S,:\ 
Morse,  Norris,  P.  G.  Co.  E,  34th  Ma.ss.  Died  Sept  C  iscs 
Norton,  J. 

Palmer,  Charles  S.,  Old.    40th  Ma.ss.  Died  July  4,  11)01 

Plant,  Israel,  St.  M.  Co.  D,  Gist  Ma.ss.  Died  Jan.  13,  11)02 
Porter,  Pierre.  Died  March  1,  ISGS 

Powers,  Law^son  S.,  P.  G.  Co.  H,  10th  Ma.ss.  Died  May  12,  1S72 
Prouty,  A.  D.,  P.  G.      Co.  I,  52d  Illinois.  Died  1S(;5 
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Prouty,  Francis  N.,  P.  G.  Co.  F.  42d  Mass.  Died  Jan.  5,  1883 
ProLity,  Captain  George  W.,  P.  G.  Co.  D,  51st  Mass.  Died  1901 
Prouty,  Horace  E.,  P.  G.  Co.  K,  10th  Mass.  Died  Nov.  19,  1884— 
Prouty,  Joshua  B.,  Old.  Co.  C,  25th  Mass.  Died  Aug.  20,  1876 
Prouty,  Merrick  F.,  Old.  Co.  C,  25th  Mass.  Died  Aug.  15,  1898 
Reno,  John  B.,  St.  M.  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Died  April  10,  1882 
Rice,  Henry  T.,  P.  G.  Co.  I,  18th  Mass.  Died  June  4,  1896 
Rider,  A.  A.,  Old.    21st  Mass.  Died  June  7,  1883 

Riley,  Charles,  St.  M.  Co.  F,  21st  N.  Y.  Cav.  Died  July  4,  1898  • 
Scott,  A.  M  ,  P.  G.  Co.  E,  33d  Mass.  Died  Jan.  27,  1893 
Sherman,  John,  St.  M.  Co.  F,  42d  Mass.  Died  April  22,  1863 
Sibley,  Henry  H.,  Old.  Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Died  Feb.  2,  1885 
Sloane,  W.  A.,  P.  G.  Co.  H,  10th  Vermont.  Died  Jan.  6,  1903 
Squires.  W..  P.  G.  Co.  D.  25th  Mass.  Died  August,  1902 
Starr  John  B.,  P.  G.     Navy.  Died  vSept.  11,  1885 

Stone,  David,  St.  M.     3d  Mass.  Cav.  Died  March  19,  1886 

Townsend,  Edward,  P.G. Officer  36th  U.  S.  C.  I.  Died  June  9,  1873 
Trask,  Charles  C,  Old.  Co.  G,  34th  Mass  Died  Julv  10,  1890 
Trott.  Thomas  G.   P.  G.      Navy.  Died  Dec.  18,  1889 

Thurston,  Benjamin  F.,  Old  31st  Maine.  Died  Oct.  5,  1888 
Ward,  T.  C,  P.  G.    1st  Vermont  Cavalry.  July  3,  1863 

Webster,  Matthew,  P.  G.  Co.  C,  21st  Mass.  Died  April  26,  1904 
Wilson,  Maj.  William.  Old  Co.  K,  104th  N.Y.  Died  Aug.  16,  1897 
Wheeler,  Edw.  R.,  P.  G.  Asst.  Surg.  24th  Mass.  D.  Apr.  30. 1904 
Worthington,  Albert  C,  P.  G.  Co.  F,  154th  111.  D.  May  19,  1882 


Postmasters  of  Spencer  with  Date  of  Appointment 


Isaac  Jenks,  Jr. 
Charles  Bemis 
Amasa  Bemis,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Wilson 
E.  Bradshaw  Draper 
William  Bush,  Jr. 
Dexter  Bemis 
George  H.  Livermore 
Willard  Rice 
Euther  Hill 
Eli  J.  Whittemore 
Horace  A.  Grout 
Emerson  Stone 
Edward  M.  Bliss 
Emory  E  Harwood 
Harry  vS.  Tripp 


July  1, 
December  15, 
August  12, 
February  25, 
October  24, 
September  22, 
April  3, 
June  13, 
May  3, 
May  23. 
July  11, 
September  21, 
March  18, 
March  30, 
May  12, 
July  27, 


1810 
1825 
1828 
1831 
1832 
1845 
1849 
1851 
1853 
1854 
1861 
1866 
1869 
1889 
1893 
1897 


SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 


At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  in  1<S1)H  a  connnittee  consisting 
of  Annie  J.  Ward  and  Dr.  A.  A.  Beniis  were  appointed  to  locate 
and  place  an  appropriate  bronze  marker  at  the  grave  of  each 
Revolutionary  soldier  in  town  so  far  as  possible.  Their  excellent 
and  completed  work  was  submitted  in  a  report  to  the  town  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  1898,  and  is  as  follows  : 


Names 

Allen,  Israel 

Born 

-1  r-  1  o 

1  /  4o 

Died 
July  1  /  ,  18r)o 

Ac.  ED 

90 

Adams.  Elias 

1  ^  i*  K 

1  /  bo 

l^eb.  zo,  l.S4^ 

i  I 

Baldwin,  Asa 

A.-,-              17  0  0 

Aug.      .  \l  16 

April  I'K  IMl 

<S8 

Baldwin,  Levi 

too/ 

Be  mis,  A  mas  a 

Oct.  B),  1  /  0  / 

Nov.  zl  ,  1  N4z 

85 

Bemis  Jessie 

June  o,  1751 

Apr.  iv 

Q  ~; 

Bemis,  Jonas 

J  line  z.).  It  nU 

March  zo,  x<S4o 

86 

Beers,  Richard 

bept.  4,  I  <  M  ) 

Bigelow^  John 

1  — 

1  /  0  / 

l<S4o 

8() 

v^dptrll,  J  dlllcri 

Anril  3   1  S33 

71 

Capen,  Timothy 

Aug.  8,  1752 

May  21,  1834 

82 

Clark,  John 

1760 

Jan.  12,  1837 

77 

Cunningham,  Nathaniel 

March  16,  1746 

Jan.  29,  1829 

83 

Converse,  Luke 

Oct.  6,  1734 

June  10,  1810 

76 

Draper,  James 

Sept.  22,  1720 

March  2,  1781 

61 

Draper.  John 

Nov.  16,  1745 

Dec.  20,  1822 

77 

Garfield,  Joseph 

Sept.  19,  1758 

June  10,  1836 

78 

Green,  William 

1742 

March  21,  1800 

56 

Hall,  Samuel 

1742 

Jan.  10,  1814 

72 

ITarrington,  Elisha 

1761 

Jan.  2,  1817 

56 

Hatheway,  Levi 

1762 

May  28,  1841 

55 

Hill,  Daniel 

1743 

Feb.  6,  1837 

94 

Howe,  Joel 

1760 

Jan.  9,  1854 

93 

Jones,  Phineas 

1766 

Apr.  27,  1850 

84 

Kingsbury,  Josiah 

June  30,  1759 

July  2,  1819 

(50 

Lamb,  David 

Dec.  11,  1755 

Apr.  26,  1814 

59 

Lamb,  John  Jr. 

Mar.  22,  1755 

Jan.  1796 

41 

Livermore,  Moses 

1726 

Oct.  18,  1797 

71 

Livermore,  Abiiah 

Jan.  18,  1817 

Livermore,  David 

1745 

Dec.  13,  181,S 

73 

Loring,  Nathaniel  Lieut. 

1749 

Sept.  28,  1817 

68 
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Mar    1  179*^ 

Mnr   9fi   1 7QS 

66 
uu 

Tan    9    1 74,S 

J  dll .    ^  ,    1  <  TiO 

Mar   17  1819 

71 

Mav  IS  1759 

Mar  24  1888 

78 

oepi.  o,  I  /  'M 

Til  IIP  97    1  81  S 
Julie  ±oio 

68 

XlULlLy,  I_vllbild 

It  11    97  17^19 

J  dll .        <  ,    X  i  '>'J 

Alio-   96  1819 

60 

J.  lULlLj  ,  -LvTctdC 

T^PP    99    1 7nO 

Time  15  1898 

78 

IT  lULlLV,    UdVlLi  V^dpL. 

4  no-   9fi  1814 

7^ 

Rice,  Peter 

June  25,  1755 

Feb.  1,  1813 

58 

Snow,  James 

1757 

Apr.  14,  1839 

82 

Sprague,  Thomas 

1742 

May  12,  1828 

86 

Watson,  Robert 

May  28,  1746 

Jan.  26,  1806 

60 

Watson,  Samuel 

Mar.  8,  1749 

Oct.  8,  1818 

69 

Watson,  James 

July  20,  1754 

Apr.  17,  1823 

()9 

W^ilson,  Nathaniel 

1747 

Aug.  14,  1825 

78 

White,  William  Maj. 

May  20,  1744 

Feb.  16,  1826 

72 

All  the  above  are  buried  in  the  Old  cemetery  so-called,  ex- 
cepting Maj.  White  and  Eli  Prouty.  Their  bodies  were  ex- 
humed and  transferred  to  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  This  list  is  far 
from  complete,  k  great  many  of  the  old  soldiers  were  buried 
with  common  field  stones  as  markers  and  without  lettering. 
In  laying  out  anew  this  cemetery  many  years  ago  most  if  not  all 
of  these  stones  were  removed  and  the  land  graded  so  that  no  trace 
is  now  left  where  many  a  Revolutionary   patriot  sleeps. 

The  writer  suggests  that  this  ancient  burial  ground  be  called 
the  Cunningham  cemetery  in  simple  justice  to  the  memory 
of  Nathaniel  Cunningham,  the  original  donor.  It  is  not  fitting 
that  a  community  should  allow  the  names  of  its  special  benefac- 
tors to  lapse  into  obscurity  especially  when  the  name  can,  as  in 
this  case,  be  so  easily  associated  with  the  gift.  When  the  Pine 
Grove  cemetery  was  established  it  -was  a  most  natural  thing  to 
call  the  previous  burial  ground  the  old  cemetery  and  it  is  so 
called  but  the  town  would  now  do  a  creditable  act  to  adopt  the 
name  of  Cunningham  cemetery  and  so  designate  it  in  her  pub- 
lic records. 


Wail  Street. 

William  Livermore,  a  Spencer  citizen  who  had  established 
himself  in  business  on  Wall  Street,  New  York  Cit5^  along  in  the 
early  fifties,  used  to  spend  some  of  his  summer  vacations  in  his 
native  town.  He  kept  his  horses  and  carriages  at  an  old  stone 
blacksmith  shop  on  a  little  spur  of  a  street  leading  off  from 
Main  street.  Some  one  suggested  the  name  of  Wall  street  for 
this  insignificant  lane.  The  idea  took  and  later  the  street  grew 
until  it  has  become  one  of  the  busy  streets  of  the  town. 
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The  Selectmen,  who  were  in  office  wlien  the  war  coninicnced. 
became  known  as  the  war  board.  Their  names  were:  I.ntlier 
Hill  chairman,  Dexter  Bullard,  Joshua  Bemis,  Josiah  Green  Jr., 
and  Jeremiah  W.  Drake.  It  is  thought  that  no  more  efficient 
board  of  selectmen  existed  in  the  state  in  their  prompt  attention 
to  the  calls  of  the  government,  their  interest  in  everything  ]K'r- 
taining  to  Spencer  men  in  the  field  and  they  obtained  deser\-ed 
credit  along  these  lines  both  at  home  and  abroad.  The  leading 
figure  of  the  group  was  Luther  Hill,  sometimes  called  the  fatlier 
of  the  board.     Biographical  sketches  of  each  now  follow: 

Hon.  Luther  Hill. 

*Hon.  Luther  Hill,  the  most  unique  character  in  all  of  vSpen- 
cer's  history,  and  who  controlled  to  a  large  extent  the  trend  of 
Spencer  political  and  municipal  activities  for  fifty  years,  is  dead. 
The  end  came  on  Monday  afternoon  at  1^:40  o'clock,  in  the  se\'- 
enty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Hill  would  reach  his  seven- 
ty-seventh birthday  Nov.  22  next,  being  born  in  the  >ear  1S2"). 

Until  the  past  twelve  months  Mr.  Hill  appeared  to  be  the 
best  preserved  man  of  his  years  in  town;  erect  in  carriage,  digni- 
fied and  stern  of  manner,  except  when  enjoying  the  compan\-  of 
congenial  friends.  For  about  four  weeks  he  has  been  unable  to 
leave  the  house  but  insisted  for  some  time  that  his  illness  was 
only  temporary  and  that  he  would  shortly-  l)e  at  his  othce  again. 
Sunday  night  he  suffered  a  hemorrhage  and  xMonda\'  afternoon 
he  was  seized  with  a  similar  attack  from  which  he  died,  though 
cancer  of  the  stomach  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  his  fail- 
ure in  health.  The  family  physician.  Dr.  K.  R.  Wheeler  arid  a  few 
intimate  friends  were  present  at  the  bedside  when  he  breathed 
his  last. 

The  funeral  took  place  Wednesday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock 
and  was  simple  in  arrangement  and  without  any  unusual  displaw 
except  that  a  body  of  local  business  men  marching  from  the  Town 
Hall  passed  by  the  bier  for  a  last  look  at  the  features  of  the  dis- 
tinguished townsman. 


*  This  article  is  from  the  pen  of  Win.  J.  Heffernan  and  taken  from  T/ir  Spencer 
Leader  of  August  9,  1902. 
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HON.  LUTHER  HILL 

The  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Frank  L.  Masseck  of 
tlie  Church  of  Our  Father  and  a  quartet  consisting  of  F.  K.  Dun- 
ton,  J.  W.  Temple,  C.  E.  Dunton  and  H.  S.  Reath  sang  the 
"Home  Land,"  "Beyond  the  Smiling  and  the  Weeping," 
"Still,  Still  With  Thee,"  by  Gerrish.  The  arrangements  of  the 
funeral  were  in  charge  of  AUston  E.  Grout. 


THE  WAR  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 


The  bearers  were  F.  \V.  Aubrey,  Emory  F.  vSibley,  David 
Girouard,  all  of  Spencer,  and  Warren  li.  Tarbell  of  F^ast  Brook- 
field.  The  burial  was  in  Pine  Grove  cemetery.  Luther  Hill 
Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans,  did  escort  duty. 

Mr.  Hill  was  a  man  of  strong  likes  and  strong  dislikes.  If 
he  formed  an  attachment  for  one,  that  one  could  feel  free  to  call 
upon  him  for  assistance  at  any  time.  He  always  remembered  his 
friends  and  tried  to  assist  them.  On  the  other  hand  a  political 
antagonist,  either  in  municipal  or  state  affairs,  found  in  him  an 
adversary  who  would  struggle  for  the  victory  of  liis  opinions 
and  principles  with  a  determination  and  shrewdness  that  was  of  ex- 
traordinary calibre.  Taking  a  stand  in  nearly  every  feature  and 
phase  of  municipal  life  he  naturally  offended  some  who  were  not  of 
his  way  of  thinking.  At  every  town  meeting  for  many  years  he  was 
the  foremost  figure  and  during  most  of  this  time  and  until  the  last 
decade  he  was  usually  able  to  control  the  policy  of  these  meet- 
ings much  as  he  desired.  Never  an  orator  or  easy  public  speaker, 
yet  he  had  a  way  of  expressing  himself  in  plain,  sharp,  short 
sentences  which  left  little  to  be  misunderstood  and  his  ready 
wit  and  keen  perception  of  opportunity  to  ridicule,  made  him 
the  foremost  debater  and  those  with  smoother  and  more  ready 
tongues  feared  him  as  an  opponent.  These  were  some  of  the 
phases  of  Luther  Hill,  the  public  man  in  town  meetings.  He 
was  very  progressive  in  his  ideas  of  municipal  activity,  nearly 
always  ready  to  vote  for  liberal  apprcjpriations,  for  new  school 
buildings,  new  sewers,  new  engine  houses,  sidewalks  and  the  like, 
and  never  grumbled  at  the  size  of  the  taxes.  While  his  power 
was  at  its  highest  he  made  the  town  take  rapid  .strides,  though 
his  course  was  generally  criticised  by  his  opponents  as  extrava- 
gant and  lavish. 

His  conduct  in  the  court  room  and  dealing  with  offenders  of 
the  law  was  unique,  probabl>'  very  much  different  from  that 
of  any  other  man  sitting  on  a  trial  justice  bench  in  the  state. 
As  one  of  his  friends  said  at  a  hearing  before  the  governor  in 
Boston  a  few  years  ago:  "He  was  a  law  unto  himself."  He  was 
a  terror  to  evil-doers  and  feared  intensely  by  those  who  came  be- 
fore him  in  the  course  of  the  administration  of  justice. 

His  was  a  bluff  personality,  yet  solicitors  for  public  chari- 
ties never  had  any  hesitation  about  asking  Mr.  Hill  for  a  dona- 
tion and  seldom  if  ever  were  refused.  He  was  generous  to  an  ex- 
treme, though  not  ostentatious  in  his  giving.  His  friends,  and 
members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  particularly,  always  sought  him  for 
legal  counsel  in  times  of  tribulation  and  his  ears  have  probably 
listened  to  more  tales  of  woe  than  any  other  man  in  the  town. 
He  never  was  much  of  a  church-goer,  though  he  contributed  lib- 
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eralh^  to  all  of  the  local  churches.  He  disliked  shamming 
Christians  and  they  were  sometimes  the  marks  of  sharp  ridicule 
from  him. 

The  little  village  of  Hillsville,  two  miles  north  of  Spencer 
center,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  family,  was  the  birthplace  of 
Luther  Hill.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Washington  and  A1-- 
niira  (Kent)  Hill.  Like  most  New  England  boys  of  his  time  he 
was  taught  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  incident  to  the  farm  and 
household.  What  advantages  by  way  of  securing  knowledge 
the  little  village  possessed  were  given  him  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  when  he  left  home  to  work  in  a  store  at  Worcester, 
where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Hillsville 
and  engaged  m  the  work  of  teaming  between  Spencer  and  Bos- 
ton. This  was  before  tlie  da^'  of  railroads  and  when  the  surplus 
products  of  New  England  farms  were  transported  to  Boston  and 
other  cities  on  either  ox  or  horse  teams.  The  farmers  of  south- 
ern Worcester  county  were  wont  to  go  to  Providence  to  sell  their 
butter,  cheese,  beef  and  pork,  while  the  farmers  of  the  central 
and  northern  sections  of  the  count>'  sold  theirs  in  Boston.  For 
three  years  he  drove  a  four  horse  and  six  horse  team  from  Spen- 
cer to  Boston,  making  the  round  trip  in  three  days.  Though 
in  his  teens,  he  was  at  this  time  a  manly  fellow,  strong,  courage- 
ous and  self  reliant,  and  did  a  man's  work  every  day  in  the  year. 

After  giving  up  teaming  he  went  to  work  in  his  father's 
store,  employing  his  every  leisure  moment  in  the  study  of  law. 
At  twenty-one  he  left  the  store  and  devoted  himself  chiefly  to 
the  practicing  of  law  without  ever  having  taken  a  regular 
course  of  study.  He  was,  however,  successful  in  his  law  practice 
and  has  luidoubtedly  done  a  larger  law  business  than  any  other 
man  in  his  immediate  localit}-.  He  was  elected  as  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  Spencer  in  LSr)4,  before  he  was  thirty  years  old. 
In  LSnO  he  was  again  elected  a  selectman  and  held  the  office  b}^ 
successive  re-elections  until  l.S(^9,  covering  in  this  service  the 
years  of  the  war.  In  1871  he  was  again  one  of  Spencer's  select- 
men, and  he  also  served  the  town  in  this  position  in  1(S72  and 
18So.  All  told  he  has  been  a  selectman  of  Spencer  thirteen 
times. 

Mr.  Hill  began  a  legislative  career  in  LSGo  that  has  included 
five  terms  in  the  House  and  one  term  in  the  Senate.  His  first 
term  in  the  lower  branch  of  Legislature  was  in  1863,  when  the 
Rebellion  was  at  its  height  and  John  A.  Andrew  was  Governor. 
His  second  term  in  the  House  was  in  LSBo.  In  1867  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate,  serving  one  term,  for  at  that  time  the  cus- 
tom of  returning  a  senator  for  a  second  term  was  not  in  vogue. 
In  1870  he  was  again  elected  to  the  lower  branch  of  the  legisla- 
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ture,  as  he  was  also  in  1HH\  and  1S8S.  During  his  long  legisla- 
tive career  he  served  on  the  committees  on  bills  in  third  reading, 
constitutional  amendments,  claims,  criminal  costs,  manufactur- 
ers, probate  and  chancery,  railroads  and  towns. 

For  thirty  years  he  served  as  moderator  of  the  annual  town 
meeting  in  Spencer.  His  record  of  thirty  years'  service  as  a 
moderator  is  a  notable  one,  even  for  a  New  England  town,  where 
it  is  the  frequent  custom  to  select  the  same  man  for  this  dignified 
office  in  successive  years.  He  took  special  interest  in  the  local 
camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  which  bears  his  name. 

Judge  Hill's  residence  is  on  the  pinnacle  of  High  street  and 
its  site  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  Spencer. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  in  1S5()  to  Miss  Louise  A.  Granger 
of  Spencer. 

It  was  as  a  trial  justice  that  Mr.  Hill  became  most  widely 
known,  for  in  the  many  years  he  held  his  office  he  had  tried 
more  than  SOOO  cases.  His  appointments  as  a  trial  justice  have 
been  for  terms  of  three  years  each,  and  but  twice  since  his  first 
appointment  did  he  fail  of  a  reappointment.  Judge  Hill  served  as 
deputy  under  Sheriff  Estabrook  and  he  was  also  Spencer's  post- 
master under  President  Lincoln,  making  in  all  eight  years  that 
he  filled  this  position. 

Nearly  two  years  before  the  fact  of  a  branch  road  being 
built,  it  had  been  talked  up  by  the  citizens  of  Spencer;  the  first 
time  the  road  was  mentioned  was  upon  the  coach  by  a  party  of 
gentlemen  on  their  wa}^  to  Boston.  There  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  aboard  of  her,  and  on  the  outside  were  five  or  six,  among 
whom  was  Mr.  Hill. 

Mr.  Hill  made  an  appointment  for  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Spencer  and  it  was  thought  a  road  could  be  built  for  $50,000, 
the  town  to  take  $25,000  and  the  citizens  the  balance.  An  arti- 
cle to  that  effect  was  placed  in  the  warrant  but  could  not  be  car- 
ried, so  another  article  was  placed  in  the  next  warrant  for  town 
meeting;  it  was  not  carried  at  this  time  and  the  same  article  was 
placed  in  the  warrant  until  it  was  carried  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 
On  the  thirteenth  day  of  April,  LSTS,  a  paper  was  drawn  up  at  a 
meeting  and  he  signed  for  250  shares  for  the  town  and  the  bal- 
ance, 250  shares,  by  the  voters  of  Spencer.  The  cost  of  the  road 
was  $62,000;  the  $12,000  was  paid  by  bonds. 

On  June  28,  1(S79,  the  road  commenced  running;  April  13, 
1885,  a  new  board  of  directors  was  chosen  and  Judge  Hill  was 
made  president  of  the  new  one.  By  the  sale  of  some  land  near 
the  car-house  a  note  was  paid,  and  dividend  of  four  and  six  per 
rent  were  paid  for  the  next  three  and  a  half  years.  In  1S,SS  there 
was  a  motion  in  town  meeting  to  sell  the  town  .stock  at  par,  the 
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highest  bid  being  seveiit^^  per  cent;  this  vote  was  carried.  Noth- 
ing was  done  about  it  until  in  the  spring  of  1889  when  Mr.  Hill 
called  on  the  cashier  of  the  bank  with  $25,000  to  pay  for  the 
stock;  the  balance  of  the  stock  was  bought  by  the  Judge  at  par 
with  interest. 

Mr.  Hill  inaugurated  and  with  Mr.  Sugden  pushed  to  com- 
pletion the  Spencer  water  system  and  after  a  few  years  of  private 
ownership  the  system  was  sold  to  the  town  for  1240,000,  the  in- 
debtedness being  funded  in  a  loan  of  thirty  years. 

On  the  day  made  memorable  by  the  gift  to  the  town  of  the 
Sugden  library  and  the  David  Prouty  high  school  Mr.  Hill  gave 
to  the  town  the  land  which  comprises  the  Spencer  public  park. 

He  was  a  born  and  natural  leader  of  men.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  particularly  active  in  securing  recruits  for  the  army 
and  in  carrying  supplies  to  the  boys  at  the  front. 

He  formed  the  company  which  constructed  and  managed  the 
Spencer  gas  works  and  was  its  controlling  factor  until  a  few 
years  ago.  He  was  also  in  similar  capacity  with  the  Williman- 
tic  Gas  and  Electric  Company,  the  stock  in  which  he  sold  a  year 
or  so  ago.  In  his  business  ventures  he  was  not  quite  as  success- 
ful as  in  some  other  lines  of  activity,  his  inclination  to  gener- 
osity and  lavishness  not  being  in  accord  with  the  close  figuring 
and  economies  of  the  modern  business  hustler. 

He  arranged  the  formation  of  the  Ne  Plus  Ultra  Yeast  cor- 
poration and  has  been  a  controlling  factor  in  its  operation  since. 

He  was  a  total  abstainer  from  liquors,  lived  very  regularly, 
going  and  coming  from  his  office  as  regularly  as  the  clock.  Some 
years  ago  he  bought  the  old  Kent  shop,  now  known  as  Hill's 
block,  and  as  was  customary  in  his  style  of  doing  business,  em- 
bellished and  improved  it  and  filled  it  with  tenants. 

Whatever  those  not  his  friends  may  say,  it  can  be  said  that 
no  man  in  Spencer's  history  ever  made  so  great  an  impression 
upon  its  public  affairs  as  did  Luther  Hill.  He  was  an  unusually 
strong  man  in  nearly  every  particular. 

Resolutions. 

At  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  Caucus  hall  Tuesday  evening 
x^ug.  o,  1902,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved:  That  in  the  death  of  Hon.  Luther  Hill,  the  town 
of  Spencer  mourns  the  loss  of  one  who  for  half  a  century  was  its 
most  prominent  and  influential  citizen.  For  many  years  he  stood  at 
the  helm  of  public  affairs  guiding  and  directing  Lhem  as  seemed  to 
him  best  for  the  general  good.  As  postmaster,  deputy  sheriff, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  for  eight  years,  including  all 
the  dark  and  troublous  days  of  the  Civil  war,  as  moderator  of  the 
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town  meeting  for  twenty-five  years,  as  trial  justice  for  thirty-three 
years,  as  representative  to  the  general  court,  as  senator,  and  above 
all,  as  a  public  spirited  man,  interested  in  all  that  concerned  his 
native  town  and  zealous  of  its  good  name  and  prosperity,  we  honor 
and  cherish  his  memorv. 

To  him,  more  than  any  other  one  man,  is  due  the  credit  for  the 
many  improvements  we  enjoy.  The  town's  water  works,  the  sewer- 
age system,  the  branch  railroad  to  South  Spencer,  the  gas  and 
electric  lighting,  the  beautiful  park  that  he  purchased  and  presented 
to  the  town,  are  all  monuments  to  his  love  of  his  native  town,  and 
to  his  tireless  energy  and  determination  of  purpose 

As  trial  justice  he  always  stood  for  temperance  and  good  order; 
before  his  court,  offenders  dreaded  to  appear,  and  his  name  was  a 
terror  to  evil  doers. 

Kxtremel}'  kind  in  disposition,  and  charitable  to  the  last  degree, 
he  gave  liberally  to  every  worthy  object,  but  to  the  individually 
poor  and  troubled  or  disheartened  he  especially  delighted  to  give 
his  best  counsel  and  suggestion,  and  all  the  aid  in  his  novver.  His 
ear  has  listened  to  more  tales  of  woe  and  his  helping  hand  relieved 
more  distress  of  mind  than  will  ever  be  known. 

His  heart  was  alwa3'S  warm  to  the  old  soldiers,  and  from  them 
he  would  never  accept  any  fee  for  any  services  he  might  render. 

It  is  meet,  therefore,  that  we,  citizens  of  Spencer,  record  our 
tribute  of  honor  and  respect  to  his  memory,  and  extend  to  his 
famil}^  our  sympathy  in  our  common  loss. 

Hon.  John  R.  Thayer*s  Estimate 

*Ltither  Hill,  son  of  Washington  and  Almira  Kent  Hill, 
was  born  in  Spencer,  Nov.  22,  lS2o  and  has  lived  here  ever 
since.  He  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  district  school  at 
Hillsville  and  one  term  each  at  Wilbrahani  and  Leicester  acad- 
emies. From  the  time  he  left  school  when  fourteen  years  old  till 
he  reached  his  majority,  he  worked  in  a  Worcester  store  one 
year,  then  drove  a  team  to  Boston  three  years,  then  a  clerk  in 
his  father's  store  until  twenty-one;  since  then  he  has  owned  a 
store  in  Hillsville,  one  at  Main  and  Pleasant  streets,  one  at  Main 
and  Elm  streets,  one  in  Springfield,  one  in  Kansas  and  two  in 
Colorado.  During  all  this  time  he  has  been  active  in  practicing 
law.  Without  ever  studying  law,  he  has  done  a  larger  and  more 
successful  business  than  any  attorney  in  this  vicinity. 

He  served  as  Trial  Justice  forty -six  years  and  tried  more 
than  eight  thousand  cases.  His  law  came  to  him  by  intuition, 
his  decisions  reaching  to  the  justice  of  a  case  trimmed  of  all  tech- 
nicalities and  quibbles. 

His  attitude  on  the  temperance  question  has  been  highly 
satisfactory  to  the  friends  of  law  and  order.  They  relied  on  him 
with  implicit  conhdence  to  execute  the  law.  He  was  resource- 
ful and  found  ways  to  bring  criminals  to  justice  when  others  de- 

*  This  sketch  was  written  with  the  consent  and  aid  of  Mr.  Hill  and  revised  by  him 
for  this  work  about  a  month  before  his  death.  Presumably  it  represents  his  own  estimate 
of  his  ability  and  work. 
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clared  it  could  not  be  done.  He  was  the  first  man  to  have 
rumsellers  who  had  fled  from  the  state  brought  back  on  requisi- 
tions and  had  four  such  serving  long  sentences  in  the  House  of 
Correction  at  one  time.  He  went  personally  to  the  Governor  of 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  and  got  them  to  honor  requisi- 
tions from  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

Soon  after  his  majorit}-  he  was  appointed  postmaster  by 
President  James  Buchanan,  Democrat.  He  was  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat  in  those  days,  and  a  leader  in  that  faith  up  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  The  writer  has  heard  him  tell 
the  day  and  hour  when  he  first  became  a  Republican.  It  was  in 
1862,  the  second  year  of  the  war.  He  was  interested  in  busi- 
ness at  Lawrence,  Kansas.  A  band  of  bushwhackers  commanded 
by  Quantrell  from  Missouri  raided  Lawrence,  killed  his  partner 
and  burned  their  store  Aug.  13,  1862.  He  got  an  account  of  the 
raid  by  telegraph  and  with  a  pass  from  Governor  Andrew  started 
for  Kansas.  Arriving  at  Quincy,  111.,  on  the  eastern  line  of 
Missouri,  he  found  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  railroad  ob- 
structed by  rebels  and  no  trains  running.  After  waiting  four 
days,  and  it  being  reported  that  the  road  was  open,  he  started 
with  eighty  other  passengers,  getting  to  the  Platte  river,  ten 
miles  from  St.  Joseph,  at  midnight.  The  rebels  had  burned  the 
bridge  and  the  train  fell  thirty  feet,  killing  twenty -three  and 
wounding  nearly  all  the  otliers. 

There  was  but  little  water  in  the  river,  but  the  banks  were 
steep  and  none  got  out  till  help  came  from  St.  Joe,  and  then  it 
was  daylight.  Mr.  Hill  was  badly  cut  and  bruised  about  the 
head  and  lost  so  much  blood  that  he  was  almost  helpless,  and 
declares  that  he  would  have  died  had  it  not  been  for  Congress- 
man Sydney  Clark,  who  once  lived  at  Southbridge,  Mass.  They 
had  become  acquainted  while  waiting  at  Quincy.  Clark  pulled 
him  out  on  to  a  sandbar  and  kept  him  covered  with  clothing  from 
the  killed.  And  so  Mr.  Hill  says  that  it  was  in  the  Platte  river 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  August  1862,  between  the  hours  of 
midnight  and  four  o'clock  a.  m.,  that  he  changed  his  politics 
and  has  been  a  partisan  Republican  ever  since. 

Mr.  Hill  has  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  six 
years,  has  been  selectman  of  Spencer  thirteen  years  and  modera- 
tor of  town  meetings  thirty  3^ears.  He  was  the  leading  spirit  of 
the  town  during  the  war.  He  filled  the  calls  of  President  Lin- 
coln for  volunteers  until  more  than  three  hundred  were  enlisted 
for  his  town,  and  then  he  assisted  the  selectmen  of  Oxford,  Lei- 
cester and  North  Brookfield  to  fill  their  calls. 

He  was  a  natural  born  leader.  No  man  ever  lived  in  the  town 
who  could  influence  as  many  voters.    He   always   was  distin- 
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guished  for  his  public  spirit  and  among  the  foremost  to  advo- 
cate liberal  appropriations  for  schools  and  public  conveniences, 
like  water,  sewers  and  street  lights,  all  of  which  are  the  result  of 
his  public  spirit  in  the  town. 

His  daih'  life  was  active  and  vigorous.  Few  men  at  half  his 
age  worked  so  many  hours;  breakfast  at  six,  summer  and  winter; 
in  his  office  at  seven;  to  bed  at  nine;  no  tobacco,  rum,  tea  or 
coffee,  meat  once  a  day,  fruit  without  stint,  Guernsey  milk,  lemon- 
ade and  Appolinaris  water,  kept  him  in  the  best  of  health. 
Weighed  225  pounds ;  height,  six  feet,  straight  as  a  post.  He 
worshiped  with  those  who  lived  to  help  each  other. 

Not  knowing  what  the  future  had  in  store  for  the  Northern 
States  and  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  in  1S(54,  the  state  was  divided 
into  militia  districts  and  all  men  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and 
forty-five  ordered  to  meet  and  organize  military  companies. 
vSpencer  and  Charlton  formed  districts  No.  194  and  the  men 
called  foi  met  in  Town  Hall,  Spencer,  January  7,  18()5  and  elected 
Luther  Hill  captain.  He  was  commissioned  by  Governor  An- 
drew on  January  24th,  but  nothing  further  was  done  because 
peace  was  declared  in  April  following. 

Mr.  Luther  Hill  was,  in  my  judgment,  possessed  of  more 
natural  ability  and  gifts  than  most  of  the  prominent  men  of  Wor- 
ester  county.  He  had  not  the  advantages  of  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, but  he  did  have  a  natural  grasp  and  intuition  which  en- 
abled him  to  solve  ordinary  problems  of  business  and  social  re- 
lations more  correctly  than  is  given  to  most  men. 

In  the  earl}^  practice  of  my  profession  I  was  frequentl}-  called 
to  his  court  in  civil  and  criminal  matters.  I  was  impressed  with 
Mr.  Hill's  abilit}'  to  grasp  the  salient  point  in  a  case.  He  was 
not  easily  misled.  He  had  never  studied  law,  so  far  as  I  know, 
except  as  necessary  for  a  presiding  justice  of  a  court,  where 
small  matters  are  determined.  He  seldom  referred  to  a  decision 
in  the  books,  and  probably  knew  but  very  few  as  they  appear  in 
the  Reports,  but  he  could  take  the  main  beaiings  of  a  case,  solve 
its  intricacies,  get  at  the  meat,  and  arrive  at  as  correct  a  conclu- 
sion of  the  merits  of  the  case  as  most  any  judge  of  the  Inferior 
Courts  before  whom  I  have  ever  appeared. 

And  while  some  people  have  been  prone  to  state,  and  possibly 
to  believe,  that  he  was  harsh  and  severe  in  his  treatment  of 
those  charged  with  an  offence,  who  came  before  him,  I  bear 
willing  testimony  to  the  fact  that  my  experience  in  witnessing 
his  hearing  of  cases  warrants  me  in  stating  that,  to  a  remarkable 
degree,  his  sentences  upon  the  unfortunates  displayed  his  kind- 
ness of  heart  and  showed  that  he  tempered  justice  with  mercy. 

1  7 
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I  was  also  somewhat  acquainted  with  his  hivStory  in  civil  and 
municipal  affairs,  more  particularly  as  applicable  to  Spencer, 
where  his  efforts  were  mostly  applied,  and  with  whose  growth 
and  development  he  was  most  deeply  interested.  Perhaps  in  this 
capacity  he  appeared  to  his  fellow-townsmen  and  neighbors  as 
grasping,  radical  and  dictatorial;  but  what  man  is  there  among 
his  fellow  men  who  towers  above  liis  fellow-citizens  in  intellec- 
tual attainment  and  strength  of  mind,  who  is  not  liable  to  be 
looked  upon  by  the  strugglers  in  the  marsh,  the  lesser  lights 
around  him,  as  attempting  to  direct  and  impress  his  personality 
too  much  upon  the  matters  which  engross  his  attention  ?  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  had  Mr.  Hill  been  liberally  educated  he 
would  have  taken  a  position  in  the  first  rank  among  the  most  in- 
fluential and  prominent  citizens  of  our  county  during  the  last 
thirty  years. 

Nature  had  been  prolific  in  her  gifts  to  \\\m.—John  R. 
Thayer. 


Jeremiah  White  Drake. 

Life  on  the  farms  in  the  old  days  was  hard,  but  its  product 
was  a  strong  enduring  race.  The  boys  and  girls  were  trained 
to  simple  living,  sensible  thinking,  and  independent  work.  Four 
generations  of  Drakes  occupied  the  old  farm  in  the  extreme  west- 
ern part  of  the  town  on  the  border  of  East  Brookfield.  Jeremiah 
was  the  oldest  of  the  hve  children  of  Elisha  and  Betsey  (White) 
Drake.  The  boy  had  no  opportunities  for  schooling  beside  those 
the  town  offered,  and  the  school  terms  were  short  in  those  days. 
But  the  working  days  were  long,  and  he  enjoyed  the  kind  of  lib- 
eral education  that  the  farm  life  gave.  He  had  a  keen  mind,  a 
memory  almost  faultless;  and  all  his  life  he  was  an  authority  on 
the  genealogies  of  Spencer,  Brookfield,  Oakham  and  New 
Braintree  families. 

When  he  was  twenty- five  he  left  the  farm  to  work  in  the 
boot  shop  of  Joseph  H.  Walker  in  Worcester;  but  a  restricted, 
indoor  life  was  unsuited  to  him.  He  was  glad  to  return  to  Spen- 
cer in  1853  to  run  the  gristmill  at  Hillsville.  He  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Chas.  F.  Delvey,  were  in  partnership  there  for 
five  3^ears.  In  1858  his  only  brother,  Elisha  Jr.,  died  and  Jeremiah 
went  back  to  the  farm  to  the  care  of  his  father  and  mother. 
He  had  married  in  1853  Ellen  Lavinia  Prouty,  a  woman  of  re- 
markable strength  of  character.  She  was  born  in  Spencer,  but 
her  father,  William,  went  to  Worcester  to  live  when  she  was  a 
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little  girl.  The  wife's  cheerfulness  and  thrift,  the  husband's 
strict  but  genial  rule  made  the  farm  a  happ)-  place  for  the  six 
children  born  of  the  marriage.  Klla  died  in  childhood,  Nellie  in 
young  womanhood.  Mary,  Mabel  (Mrs.  Chas.  R.  Barker,)  Wil- 
liam and  Grace  (Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Harding)  are  living. 


JEREMIAH  W.  DRAKE 
Born  in  Spencer,  Aug.  12,  1824.     Died  in  Worcester,  Jan.  31,  1896. 


In  1871  Mr.  Drake  sold  the  farm  and  the  family  came  to  the 
village  to  live  in  a  cottage  on  High  street  on  the  site  of  Noah  Sag- 
endorph's  present  home.  He  hired  the  gristmill  of  Lorenzo 
Bemis  on  Mill  street  and  was  miller  for  the  next  four  years. 
In  l.STo  he  moved  his  famih'  to  Worcester  where  he  lived  till  his 
death  in  LS9G. 

He  was  a  man  well  known  and  universally  liked,  a  man  with 
a  ready  laugh,  a  keen  friendh'  wit,  a  cordial  good  fellowship, 
showing  freely  all  his  life  his  hearty  interest  in  men  and  things. 
—  Mary  A.  Drake. 
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Joshua  Bemis. 

Joshua  Bemis  was  the  great  grandson  of  Samuel  Bemis,  sec- 
ond settler  and  founder  of  Spencer.  He  was  born  on  what  is 
now  known  as  the  Hiram  Howe  farm  and  his  father  was  consid- 
ered at  that  time  to  be  the  wealthiest  man  in  town.  In  his 
\  ounger  days  he  followed  railroad  construction  in  Connecticut 
but  returning  to  Spencer  engaged  in  farming  on  the  Sprague 
place  and  later  bringing  into  a  line  state  of  cultivation  the  farm 


JOSHUA  BEMIS 
Born  in  Spencer,  Jnly  31,  1822.     Died  in  Spencer,  May  7,  1903. 

now  owned  by  O.  Henry  Wilson.  Here  he  had  a  siw  mill  and 
spent  his  winters  lumbering.  He  had  quite  a  reputation  as  a 
road  builder  and  during  the  town's  greatest  prosperity  after  the 
Civil  War  he  built  the  large  house  and  barn  on  Pleasant  street, 
now  occupied  by  his  son  Lewis  D.  Bemis  and  removed  to  the 
centre,  where  work  in  his  line  was  not  only  abundant  but  profit- 
able. A  Universalist  in  faith,  he  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity and  despised  meanness  beyond  the  conception  of  most 
men.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  grandfather  to  twenty 
and  great  grandfather  to  nine. 
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Dexter  Bullard 


Was  born  in  Oakham  March  D,  I.SIG  and  is  noW  one  of  the 
oldest  men  in  Spenccr,  where  he  settled  Aug.  'il),  IHoo.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Rebekah  (Clark)  Bnllard.  His  early 
life  in  Spencer  was  spent  bootmaking  and  man>-  years  of  it  as 
an  upper  leather  cutter  for  E.  Jones  &  Co.  In  bSHT  a  partnership 
was  formed  for  the  manufacture  of  boots  consisting-  of  Mr.  Bul- 
lard, John  Boyden  and  Isaac  Prouty  Co.,  under  the'firm  name  of 


Bullard  &  Bo^'den.  The  factory  was  at  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Grove  streets,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  Oct.  7,  U)00  but  long 
after  it  had  ceased  to  be  used  for  its  original  purpose.  In  ISOl) 
J.  W.  Temple  purchased  the  I.  Frouty  &  Co's  interest  and  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  Bullard,  Boyden  &  Co.  In  1S76  Mr. 
Boyden  retired  and  the  concern  became  known  as  Bullard  & 
Temple.  In  1883  Mr.  Temple  withdrew  and  a  new  partnership 
was  formed  by  Mr.  Bullard,  Frank  G.  Mullet  and  Frank  A.  Rice, 
which  made  goods  for  a  few  years  and  then  closed  up  the  busi- 
ness and  the  factory.  Mr.  Bullard  proved  himself  to  be  a  good 
stayer  for  he  alone  was  with  the  business  from  start  to  finish. 
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When  Mr.  BuUard  came  to  Spencer,  the  town  fire  apparatus 
consisted  of  what  was  then  known  as  a  bucket  machine.  In  1848 
a  Hunneman  hand  fire  engine  was  purchased,  and  Mr.  Bullard 
elected  as  the  foreman.  When  Spencer  celebrated  its  one  hun- 
dred and  fiftieth  anniversary  as  a  town  in  1903,  no  more  inter- 
esting spectacle  was  witnessed  in  the  parade  than  that  of 
Dexter  Bullard  driving  a  pair  of  horses  attached  to  the  old 
Hunneman  fire  engine  No.  2,  of  1848. 

Mr.  Bullard  has  always  been  a  public  spirited  citizen  and 


JOSIAH  GREEN,  JR. 


has  been  much  in  public  life.  He  was  an  efficient  member  of  the 
war  board  of  selectmen  and  at  other  times  has  served  the  town  in 
that  capacity.  He  was  in  the  legislature  of  1867.  When  the 
town  purchased  the  water  works  in  1884  he  was  chosen  water 
commissioner  and  has  been  in  continous  service  since  that  time. 
He  is  as  active  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  most  men 
would  be  at  half  his  age.  Mr.  Bullard  has  buried  two  wives. 
He  has  four  children  living,  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  res- 
idents of  the  town. 
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Josiah  Green,  Jr. 

Josiah  Green,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Spencer  Dec.  lO,  1823,  on  hi.s 
father'.s  farm  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  known  in  recent  years 
as  the  Thomas  Leonard  place.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Nichols.  They  at  once  connnenced 
housekeeping  in  what  i.s  now  the  Moose  Hill  Kami  house  corner 
of  Main  street  and  Wire  Village  road,  owned  by  Rufus  A.  Sibley, 
proprietor  of  Moose  Hill  farm.  There  eight  children  were  born, 
only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Mr.  Green  continued  to  be  a 
farmer  until  his  death,  but  was  also  engaged  in  bootmaking  some 
twenty  3^ears  prior  to  that  time,  succeeding  to  his  father's  inter- 
est in  the  firm  of  Josiah  Green  &  Co.,  boot  manufacturers,  in  ISHH, 
his  father  then  voluntarily  retiring  on  account  of  age.  He  was 
elected  Selectman  in  18(>1  and  thus  became  a  member  of  the 
famous  "war  board."  In  religious  faith  he  was  known  as  a 
strong  Universalist.  He  died  March  5,  1SS7.  His  widow  and 
one  daughter,  Mrs.  Southwick,  are  now  living  on  East  Main 
street. 


History  of  the  Old  Spencer  Depot, 

located  on  the  Western  Railroad,  now  called  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad,  and  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  When 
the  first  lines  were  run  for  this  railroad,  one  at  least,  passed 
through  Spencer  village,  it  is  said,  along  the  eastern  side  of 
Cidermill  pond  It  was  desired  by  the  management  to  have  the 
road  come  through  the  center  village,  but  violent  opposition  to 
this  plan  having  been  made  by  influential  citizens,  other  lines 
were  run  and  the  course  through  Charlton  selected.  This  route 
left  the  village  two  miles  away,  to  the  northeast  of  the  railroad, 
and  the  management  were  so  incensed  at  the  attitude  of  the 
leading  citizens  noted  above  that  as  a  punishment  the}'  decided 
to  leave  Spencer  without  a  passenger  station.  They  built  a  small 
freight  house  and  such  passengers  as  wished  to  travel  on  the 
steam  cars  could  use  that  building;  "it  was  plenty  good  enough." 
But  Captain  Jeremiah  Grout  and  Colonel  Alonzo  Temple  did 
not  coincide  with  that  view,  nor  did  the  "  conmion  people." 
These  two  citizens  raised  the  money,  built  the  Old  Depot,  socalled, 
and  presented  the  same  to  the  railroad  company,  who  were  wise 
enough  not  to  refuse  such  a  gift.  The  depot  did  duty  from 
about  1840  until  long  after  the  Civil  war  had  closed,  and  was 
the  .scene  of  great  activity  from  1861  to  18(>5.  Search  for  a  view 
of  this  old  structure  has  proved  a  failure. 


MAJ.  WM.  C.  WILSON 


Maj.  Wm.  C.  Wilson,  son  of  Dexter  Wilson  and  Rhoda  M. 
Cheever,  was  burn  in  Rutland,  Mass.,  Sept.  11,  1841.  His  early 
years  were  spent  on  a  farm,  and  at  about  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
entered  a  book  store  in  Worcester,  where  he  remained  two  years. 
In  the  meantime  his  father  died  and  his  mother  married  a  second 
time  Dea.  Wm.  G.  Mu7.zy  of  Spencer,  thus  transferring  the  home 
of  the  young  man  to  this  town. 

He  began  fitting  for  college  at  the  Spencer  high  school,  where 
he  ranked  specially  high  in  mathematics.  He  engaged  in  a  chess 
tournament  with  two  college  champions  of  New  England,  and 
won  the  game  blindfolded. 

Receiving  an  invitation  from  his  great  uncle,  Judge  Samuel 
Cheever  of  \\  aterford,  N.  Y.,  to  reside  with  him  while  prepar- 
ing for  college,  he  accepted  and  took  up  the  work  of  market 
gardening,  to  acquire  the  means  for  acquiring  an  education. 
The  tide  of  war,  however,  swept  him  from  these  plans,  and  led 
him  to  recruiting  a  company  in  the  early  winter  of  1861.  He 
was  commissioned  2nd  Lieut,  of  Co.  K,  104th  N.  Y.  Vols,  and 
was  attached  to  the  regiment  known  as  the  Wadsworth  Guards, 
quartered  in  barracks  at  Albany,  in  March  1862. 

After  a  month's  drill  in  tactics  the  regiment  went  to  Wash- 
ington and  encamped  at  Clouds  Mills,  Va.,  about  four  miles 
from  Alexandria.  His  brigade  commander  was  Brig.  Gen. 
Abram  Duryee  of  the  noted  Duryee  "  Zouaves, belonging  to 
the  army  of  Gen.  Pope. 

Lieut.  Wilson  was  promoted  to  the  command  of  his  company 
July  28,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Aug. 
9,  1862.  At  the  bloody  engagement  of  Second  Bull  Run,  Aug.  28 
to  29,  his  regiment  lost  nearly  one-fourth  of  its  numbers.  Two 
weeks  later  they  marched  fifteen  miles  and  stormed  and  carried  a 
rebel  position  on  South  Mountain,  for  which  Capt.  Wilson  was 
complimented  before  his  compan}^  by  the  commanding  general. 

The  Battle  of  Antietam  followed,  where  he  received  a  slight 
wound  from  a  piece  of  shell  striking  his  sword  belt.  Dec.  13, 
1862,  occurred  the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  which  he  was 
again  slightl}^  wounded  in  the  ankle.  The  army  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  at  Belle  Plains,  Va.  and  again  engaged  the  enemy  at 
Chancellorsville,  May  1-4,  1863. 
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The  first  day  of  the  Battle  of  Gett^'sbiirg,  hi  s  command  lost 
heavih'  and  Capt.  Wilson  was  taken  prisoner,  breaking  his 
sword  before  yielding  it  to  his  rebel  captors.  Together  with  many 
other  Union  officers  captured,  he  was  offered  parole,  but  refused, 
preferring  imprisonment  to  dishonorable  withdrawal  from  his 
country's  service. 

Several  hundred  prisoners  were  marched  165  miles,  under 
great  privation,  to  Staunton,  Va.,  where  they  were  entrained  for 
Richmond.  On  July  18,  1863,  began  the  many  weary  months  of 
captivity  within  the  walls  of  Libby  Prison.  For  facts  concern- 
ing the  cruel  treatment  received  in  this  noted  prison,  it  is  only 
necessarv  to  refer  to  the  many  histories  written  since  the  war. 
It  is  doubtful  if  Capt.  Wilson  would  have  survived,  had  he  not  for- 
tunately received  several  boxes  of  clothing  and  provisions  sent  to 
him  from  his  home  in  Spencer.  He  was  transferred  May  7,  1864, 
to  Danville,  Va.,  and  during  the  following  ten  months  was  quar- 
tered in  prison  encampments  at  Macon,  Charleston,  Columbia, 
and  Cliarlotte,  N.  C. 

On  F'eb.  16,1865,  he  escaped  from  the  last  mentioned  place,  by 
running  from  the  spring  outside  the  camp,  while  the  two  rebel 
sentinels  guarding  it  were  looking  towards  the  camp  for  their 
relief  guard. 

After  twenty-eight  da3^s  of  hard  and  perilous  marching, 
mostly  by  night,  over  a  mountainous  country,  secretly  aided  by 
the  colored  people  and  a  few  loyal  whites,  he  reached  the  Union 
lines  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  Maj.  Wilson  remained  in  the  service 
some  months  after  Lee's  surrender,  then  received  honorable  dis- 
charge. 

He  engaged  in  market  gardening,  near  Little  Neck,  L.  I., 
till  1870,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  a  prosper- 
ous business.  Maj.  Wilson  was  a  frequent  writer  in  the  N.  Y. 
Times  and  Tribune  on  the  financial  question,  which  agitated 
the  country  during  the  second  administration  of  Gen.  Grant. 
In  1875  he  established  in  Philadelphia  Wilson's  circulating  li- 
brary and  book  store,  which  in  the  following  twenty  years  be- 
came a  popular  library  of  60,000  volumes,  with  branches  at  At- 
lantic City,  Germantown  and  elsewhere. 

He  was  an  ardent  enthusiast  in  the  game  of  chess,  acting 
many  years  as  treasurer  of  the  Franklin  Chess  Club  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  played  with  Zuckertort,  Steinitz  and  Walbrodt,  of 
whom  a  Philadelphia  paper  said:  "He  (Wolbrodt)  had  a  splendid 
record,  having  gone  through  an  international  tourney  without 
losing  a  game.  On  April  2,  1893,  he  met  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
played  the  defence  in  capital  style,  fully  holding  his  own,  and^as 
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a  matter  of  fact,  he  obtained  the  upper  hand,  and  if  Walbrodt, 
on  his  32d  turn,  had  not  brought  about  the  exchange  of  Queens, 
he  was  likely  to  lose  the  game." 

On  the  night  of  Aug.  16,  1897,  Maj.  Wilson  was  brutally 
murdered  in  his  store  and  library,  1117  Walnut  street,  Philadel- 
phia. That  robbery  was  the  motive  for  the  crime  was  evident 
from  the  rifled  condition  of  the  body  and  all  places  where  val- 
uables were  supposed  to  exist. 

Although  the  best  detective  skill  was  employed,  no  clue  has 
ever  been  obtained  of  the  authors  of  the  dastardly  crime.  Maj. 
Wilson  was  not  known  to  have  had  an  enemy  in  the  world,  and 
he  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  many  patrons  and  friends  in 
the  City  of  Philadelphia.— A^7w// /?/.  Muzzy ^  Chatham,  N.  V. 


THOMAS  R.  WHITTEMORE 


Town  Treasurer  of  Spencer  during  the  Civil  war  and  up  to 
Dec.  9,  1867,  when  he  went  away  with  a  large  sum  of  the  town's 
money.  He  was  finally  traced  to  Kentucky  and  in  company  with 
Luther  Hill  returned  to  Spencer,  where  he  turned  over  to  his 
bondsmen  all  the  money  in  his  possession,  besides  his  entire 
property,  giving  his  individual  notes  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars,  which  presumably   represented  the  total  de- 


THOMAS  R.  WHITTE^klOKK. 
Bom  at  Roxbury,  Mass.    Died  at  Great  Falls,  N.  H. 


ficiency.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  these  notes  were  ever 
paid,  the  loss  falling  on  the  bondsmen,  Isaac  Prouty  and  P^rastus 
Jones.  While  no  one  condoned  his  wrong  doing,  his  repentance 
was  so  hearty  and  evidently  so  sincere  that  nearly  every  one  sym- 
pathized with  him  in  his  affliction.  He  was  a  man  of  such  genial 
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qualities  of  mind  and  heart  that  he  had  been  universally  known 
as  Uncle  Whittemore.  Building  a  house  beyond  his  resources 
and  unusually  aggravating  domestic  troubles  are  said  to  have 
been  the  incipient  causes  of  downfall.  After  a  settlement  with 
his  bondsmen  he  obtained  a  situation  as  clerk  at  the  (jreat  Falls 
Hotel,  Somersworth,  N.  H.,  and  remained  there  until  his  death, 
honored  and  respected  by  all. 


Nicknames 

For  quite  a  good  many  years  before  the  Civil  war  the  passion 
for  giving  nicknames  to  everybody  and  everything  in  town  ran 
riot  among  some  of  the  workmen  in  the  boot  shops.  "  Biney," 
a  name  given  to  Henry  M.  Jones,  was  one  that  survived  and  is 
noted  elsewhere  in  this  book.  "  Tona  "  was  a  name  given  to 
Lyman  A  Powers,  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Jones,  because  of  his 
musical  ability.  For  years  and  apparently  for  no  good  reason, 
the  Jenks  tavern  and  stables  were  known  to  every  one  as 
"  The  Stackpole.  "  A  saloon,  supposed  to  be  a  place  for  nothing 
but  mild  drinks,  kept  in  the  basement  of  the  old  Universali.st 
church,  was  known  only  as  the  '  Rat  Hole;"  and  the  list  might 
be  multiplied  indefinitely. 


Breaking  the  Pitcher 

The  following  is  a  true  story  and  happened  in  Spencer,  but 
it  has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  world,  evidently  without  its  true 
origin  being  known.  The  chief  actor  was  the  foremost  man  in 
town,  a  man  of  quick  temper,  and  when  exasperated,  given  to 
the  use  of  vigorous  expletives.  His  wife  was  the  owner  of  a 
choice  pitcher  which  she  valued  beyond  price.  One  winter 
evening  her  husband  took  pitcher  and  candle  and  started  for  the 
cellar  and  cider  barrel.  Cider  drinking  in  those  days  was  univer- 
sal. On  this  memorable  evening  her  husbar.d  stumbled  on  the 
stairs  and  landed  at  the  foot  considerably  injured.  As  he  lay 
groaning  the  wife  appeared  at  the  cellar  door  and  said:  "James,  did 
you  break  the  pitcher?"    Nettled  by  her  greater  solicitude  for 

the  pitcher  than  for  himself  he  replied:  "No,  but  I  

will  !  "  and  suiting  action  to  word  threw  it  violently  against  the 
cellar  wall.  The  crash  grated  on  the  ears  of  the  spouse,  who 
for  the  rest  of  her  life  regretted  her  indiscreet  inquiry  and  its 
consequences. 


"SHINPLASTERS" 


The  war  of  ISGl  had  hardly  begun  when  gold  and  silver 
went  to  a  premium  and  out  of  circulation.  Banks  and  merchants 
hoarded  hard  money  as  fast  as  it  came  in  and  put  it  into  their 
strong  boxes  to  await  further  developments.  It  did  not  take 
long  to  strip  the  people  of  their  customary  medium  of  exchange. 
Copper  coins  alone  were  left  in  the  field  for  the  reason  that  their 
intrinsic  value  was  less  than  their  face  value  Between  the  cent 
and  the  dollar  bill  nothing  in  the  way  of  money  was  in  sight. 


FAC  SIMIIvE  OF  "  SHINPLASTER  ■  SCRIP 

At  this  juncture  postage  stamp  money  came  into  use  audit 
became  difficult  for  the  government  to  supply  stamps  fast  enough 
for  the  demand.  While  this  measure  of  relief  was  a  great  boon 
to  the  people,  stamps  were  not  a  satisfactory  substitute  for  silver. 
They  were  small,  easily  torn  and  soiled,  easih'  stuck  together  by 
moisture,  and  although  stamp  pocket  books  came  into  general 
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use  the  objections  remained.  To  better  facilitate  exchange,  banks 
and  merchants  put  up  packages  of  stamps  in  small  envelopes, 
marking  on  the  outside  the  value  within,  usually  ten,  twenty-five 
or  fifty  cents.  But  a  better  currency  was  demanded  and  soon 
corporations,  banks,  merchants  and  individuals  began  to  issue 
small  notes  over  their  various  signatures,  guaranteeing  redemp- 
tion in  sums  of  one  dollar  or  over,  usually  at  some  State  bank , 
for  National  banks  were  not  then  established.  Issues  of  this 
character  were  called  "  shinplasters  "  and  were  a  great  improve- 
ment over  postage  stamps.  After  a  time  the  government  came 
into  the  field  with  an  issue  of  fractional  currency  which  proved 
to  be  an  acceptable  substitute  for  silver,  and  private  bills  went 
out  of  circulation  almost  as  rapidly  as  their  predecessors  in  silver 
and  stamps. 

In  1<S74  the  writer  acauired  some  of  the  fractional  cur- 
rency and  with  other  paper  money  mounted  and  framed  it 
and  placed  the  same  in  Spencer  Public  Museum  where  it  may 
now  be  seen.  During  the  time  of  the  "  shinplaster  "  currency, 
Luther  Hill  supplied  Spencer  with  all  that  was  needed,  made 
redeemable  at  Leicester  bank.  No  sample,  however,  of  this  issue 
has  been  found,  though  diligent  search  has  been  made,  but  the 
fac-siniile  of  a  bill  is  shown  which  was  issued  by  Mr.  Hill  from 
Lawrence,  Kansas,  where  he  had  a  store,  and  this  is  substan- 
tially a  representation  of  the  Spencer  notes. 


COPPERHEADS 


This  was  a  name  much  used  during  the  Civil  war  to  desig- 
nate northern  men  who  sympathized  with  the  Confederacy.  It 
is  probable  that  in  every  considerable  community  north  there 
were  some  who  belonged  to  this  class,  although  in  New  England 
tlie  percentage  was  small.  It  is  thought  there  were  not  over 
twelve  such  men  in  Spencer,  nearly  half  of  whom  lived  in  and 
around  Spencer  depot,  as  the  village  now  known  as  South 
Spencer  was  then  called.  These  men  were  strangers  to  that 
intense  feeling  of  patriotism  which  animated  the  mass  of  the 
people,  and  seemed  to  be  as  impassive,  inniiobile  and  dead  to  the 
supremacy  of  the  Northern  cause  as  men  of  stone.  On  tlie 
other  hand  they  were  all  alive  with  enthusiasm  at  every  Southern 
success,  and  having  from  youth  been  in  the  habit  of  expressing 
their  views  without  let  or  hindrance  they  were  very  much  sur- 
prised to  find  their  words  of  praise  for  the  South  and  of  condem- 
nation for  the  North  aroused  so  intense  a  feeling  of  indignation 
among  their  fellow  citizens.  But  they  soon  awoke  to  the  fact 
that  they  unconsciously  had  aroused  a  spirit  that  would  brook  no 
opposition  and  to  learn  that  there  was  one  subject,  at  least,  on 
which  free  and  unrestrained  speech  would  not  be  tolerated,  even 
in  law  abiding  Spencer. 

Three  of  them  were  separately  taught  lessons  in  patriotism 
without  bodily  harm  or  injury  to  property,  and  these  lessons 
were  heeded  by  all  of  that  class,  on  the  ground  probably,  that 
discretion  was  the  part  of  wisdom.  One  of  these  cases,  that 
of  Ruel  Jones,  was  treated  in  Volume  2,  page  181. 

Another  is  that  of  Fiske  Guilford,  a  well-to-do  farmer  living  a 
mile  or  more  southwest  from  Spencer  depot  on  a  farm  now  owned 
by  Aaron  D.  Woodbury.  He  was  one  of  the  most  persistent 
offenders  of  northern  patriotic  sentiment,  and  he  had  been 
advised  by  some  of  his  friends  to  place  a  bridle  on  his  tongue, 
but  to  no  purpose  His  words  at  last  aroused  an  intense  feeling 
of  indignation  which  soon  crystalized  into  action,  and  resulted 
in  a  body  of  union  men,  most  of  whom  afterwards  served  as 
soldiers,  marching  one  evening  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  Guilford, 
surrounding  his  house  and  demanding  his  presence  outside. 
They  had  brought  with  them  the  stars  and  stripes  all  nicely 
mounted,  hammer  and  nails  and  a  ladder.    If  he  came  out  of  his 
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own  accord  no  harm  should  befall  him,  but  if  he  resisted  he 
would  be  taken  out  by  force,  whatever  the  consequences.  So 
after  a  little  parleying  he  very  carefully  opened  the  door  and 
faced  his  accusers.  He  was  then  commanded  to  nail  up  the  flag 
staff  on  the  south-east  corner  of  his  house  near  the  roadside 
This  he  did  and  was  then  requested  to  salute  the  flag.  He 
complied  with  this  command  also  but  in  so  feeble  a  voice  that  it 
plainly  showed  to  what  extent  he  was  acting  under  the  dominion 
of  fear.  But  his  action  was  satisfactory  to  the  crowd,  who,  after 
warning  him  not  to  take  down  the  flag,  left  him  to  his  own 
reflections.     It  was  some  three  weeks  after  this  before  he  put  in 
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an  appearance  at  Spencer  depot  and  then  it  was  as  a  meek  and 
inoffensive  citizen.  He  had  learned  a  lesson.  "Old  Glory"  contin- 
ued to  wave  at  his  home  long  after  the  war  ended  and  until  it 
was  utterly  frayed  out.  Mr,  Guilford  was  a  penurious  man. 
Having  broken  a  leg,  he  refused  the  assistance  of  a  surgeon  on 
account  of  the  expense  ;  blood  poisoning  set  in  and  he  died, 
leaving  behind  the  money  he  so  much  valued,  a  small  portion  of 
which  would  probably  have  purchased  for  him  additional  years 
of  life  and  strength. 

Another  case  developed  at  South  Spencer  as  the  result  of  an 
understanding  between  Daniel  K.  Rathbun,  station  agent,  and 
Charles  H.  Gifhn,  freight  agent.    Spencer  depot  at  this  time  was 
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the  only  telegraph  station  in  town,  and  with  the  intense  war 
spirit  then  prevailing  there  was  nearly  all  the  time  quite  an  assem- 
blage of  men  at  that  point  to  hear  and  discuss  the  latest  war 
news.  Messages  were  taken  off  the  wires  by  the  operator  as 
they  passed  along  between  more  important  stations.  A  man  in 
middle  life  frequented  the  place  whose  expressed  sentiments  were 
as  obnoxious  as  those  of  Fiske  Guilford.  To  teach  him  a  lesson 
Rathbun  and  Gifiin  outlined  a  plan  which  young  men  from  the 
village  helped  execute.  Rathbun  obtained  a  rope  suitable  for 
hanging,  and  one  evening  when  all  was  ready,  came  out  of  his 
office,  threw  it  to  the  boys  and  said:  "  Boys,  now  rope  him." 
At  the  same  time  Giffin  said  in  a  loud  voice:  "  Rathbun,  you  get 
that  kettle  of  tar  and  I'll  get  the  feathers."  The  latter  part  was 
all  bluff;  no  tar  and  feathers  ha  i  been  provided,  but  the  offending 
party  .sensed  a  serious  situation  and  like  a  frightened  hare,  at 
once  fled  from  the  station  double  quick  over  the  tracks,  pursued 
by  the  crowd  with  all  the  speed  at  their  connnand.  The  pur- 
sued party  made  for  the  home  of  Thomas  Sullivan,  a  long  low 
one-story  building.  Here  he  gained  entrance,  bolted  the  door, 
called  on  Mrs  Sullivan  to  save  him  and  crawled  under  the  bed. 
The  woman  was  a  known  fighter  and  threatened  to  kill  the  first 
man  who  should  break  the  door,  but  no  attempt  was  made. 
Rathbun  and  Giffin  had  followed  on  and  at  this  stage  commanded 
a  retreat  as  they  thought  the  scare  effectual.  It  surely  had  been 
and  the  party  thereafter  was  very  guarded  and  discreet  in  his 
utterances.  He  was  thoroughly  indignant  however  at  the  treat- 
ment and  knowing  that  Henry  F.  Adams,  son  of  Francis  Adams 
Jr.,  deputy  sheriff,  was  one  of  the  crowd  he  appealed  to  the 
sheriff  for  advice  as  to  what  legal  action  he  should  take.  Mr. 
Adams  replied:  "  If  my  boy  has  violated  any  law  have  him 
arrested,  same  as  you  would  any  other  man."  Discretion  how- 
ever prevailed  and  no  arrests  were  attempted. 

Another  copperhead  advised  his  son,  a  youth  of  fourteen,  to 
write  a  .school  composition  denouncing  the  North  in  scathing 
terms.  This  he  did,  but  it  was  not  allowed  to  be  read.  Miss 
Sarah  Fales,  teacher  at  District  No.  9,  told  the  boy  that  such  es- 
says were  out  of  order  and  never  again  to  bring  such  a  compo- 
sition to  her  school.    The  command  was  heeded. 

Another  copperhead  lived  at  Spencer  depot  and  later 
had  a  son  in  each  of  the  contending  armies.  When  the  10th 
regiment  of  soldiers  started  off  on  the  cars  for  Springfield, 
cheer  after  cheer  followed  them.  This  was  too  much  for 
the  pent  up  indignation  of  this  man.  The  day  was  warm, 
his  house  filled  with  women  and  windows  all  open.  He 
was  outside  on  the  lawn  with  a  few  male  companions.    As  he 
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heard  the  cheers  he  became  wild  with  frenzy  and  three  times 
throwing  high  his  hat  into  the  air  gave  each  time  vent  to  his 
feehngs  in  language  too  vulgar  to  print  or  to  hear.  His  wife 
admonished  him  of  the  presence  of  women.    He  didn't  care  a 

d  .    He  had  got  to  express  himself,  but  it  appears  he  cooled 

down  after  this,  for  in  the  days  following  he  maintained  a  com- 
mendable silence  regarding  his  love  for  the  Southern  cause. 


PINE  GROVE  CEMETERY 


Mr  Benjamin  N.  Kinney,  the  eminent  sculptor  of  Worces- 
ter, and  intimate  friend  of  \\'m.  Otis  Bemis,  the  Spencer  artist, 
(see  \'ol  II,  Page  12)  in  his  frequent  visits  to  his  former  pupil 
and  fiiend,  noticed,  as  he  passed  by,  the  beautiful  location  for  a 
cemetery  on  the  bluff  overlooking  Seven  Mile  river  and  on  the 
Hillsville  road.  He  acquired  the  property  and  laid  it  out  for 
burial  purposes  in  1845  and  thus  became  a  real  benefactor  to  the 
town.  The  leading  citizens  of  the  town,  perceiving  the  desir- 
ability of  the  location  for  the  purpose,  mentioned,  took  measures 
to  purchase  the  same,  which  they  did  in  August  of  the  same  3'ear 
for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  and  one  burial  lot.  Later 
the}'  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state  corporation,  called  the 
Pine  Grove  Cemetery  Association.  This  corporation  has  been 
jiud  now  is  one  of  the  most  beneficent  institutions  in  town,  doing 
a  public  work  of  the  utmost  importance  without  ostentation  or 
parade  or  money  compensation  to  the  men  who  have  had  the 
di  ection  of  its  affairs.  Additional  land  being  required,  an  ad- 
joining tract  was  purchased  in  1854  of  Washington  Hill  and  an- 
other in  1873  of  Waldo  Wilson  The  Corporation  now  has 
ample  space  besides  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  loca- 
tions for  burial  purposes  in  Worcester  county  and  the  property  is 
yearly  made  more  attractive  as  funds  for  permanent  improve- 
ments become  available. 

Following  are  the  names  of  donors  to  the  permanent  ceme- 
tery fund  with  the  sum  contributed  by  each.  This  money  is 
safely  invested  in  savings  banks  in  the  name  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  interest  annually  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  individ- 
ual lots,  excess,  if  any,  for  the  general  care  of  the  grounds.  The 
sum  should  be  largely  increased  and  doubtless  will  be. 

LEGACIES. 


David  Prouty  Fund  $5,000 
Richard  Sugden  P'und  5,000 
Andrew  Bravo  Fund  1  500 
Nathaniel  Myrick  Fund  1,000 
Theodore  C.  Prouty  Fund  1 .000 
Ann  Maria  Guilford  Fund  800 
Thomas  Clark  Fund  500 


Henry  R.  Green  Fund  $200 

Sarah  E.  Green  Fund  200 

Geo.  F.  Grout  Fund  200 

Wm.  L.  Thompson  Fund  200 

Daniel  Clapp  Fund  150 

Annetta  Russell  Fund  150 

Wm.  Henshaw  Fund  100 
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Geo.  p.  Prouty  Fund        $500  Ezra  Bennett  P'und  $100 

Henry  W.  Bemis  Fund       500  Henry  H.  West  Fund  100 

Wm.  White  Smith  Fund      400  Ann  E.  Cummings  Fund  100 

John  L.  Bush  Fund             300  Vian  A.  Snow  et  al  100 

Mary  B.  Cutting  Fund        200  Hiram  Howe  Fund  100 

Charlotte  Rice  Fund            200  John  Moore  2nd  100 

OTHER   PRUSPKCTIVH  FUNDS. 

Jeremiah  Grout  Heirs  Fund  $100 

Martha  L.  Grout  Fund  200 

D.  B.  Learned  Fund  150 


The  following  citizens  have  served  the  Corporation  as  treas- 
urers: 


1<S47 

to 

1855, 

Charles  E.  Denny 

1855 

to 

1862, 

Jeremiah  Grout 

1862 

to 

1863, 

John  L.  Bush 

18()3 

to 

1866, 

Jeremiah  Grout 

1866 

to  1867, 

Eli  J.  Whittemore 

1867 

to 

1877. 

Theodore  C.  Prouty 

1877 

to 

1879, 

John  N.  Grout 

1879 

to 

1890, 

John  Boyden 

1890 

to 

1897, 

Henry  P.  Howland 

1897 

to 

1904, 

E.  Harris  Howland 

The  Soldiers*  Lot 

One  of  many  charitable  acts  of  this  association,  as  its  records 
show,  was  the  free  gift  of  land  for  a  soldiers'  and  sailors'  burial 
lot.  The  enacting  vote  was  passed  at  a  meeting  held  March  26, 
1897  and  is  as  follows:  ? 

Voted  that  the  Corporation  set  apart  a  plot  of  ground  to  be  for-  • 
ever  used  as  a  burial  place  for  deceased  sold'ers  and  sailors  who  . 
have  served  in  the  United  States  service  and  that  Post  37  G  A.  R: 
of  Spencer,  Mass.,  be  invited  to  select  a  committee  to  join  with  the 
directors  in  selecting  a  suitable  lot  and  that  they  be  allowed  to  ' 
beautify  said  lot  at  their  discretion  subject  to  the  approval  of'th^. 
Cemetery  Corporation.  V 
Voted  that  Dr.  A.  A  Bemis  be  invited  to  join  Post  37  G.  A.  R.^ 
and  the  directors  of  the  Cemetery  Corporation  in  selecting  said  lot. 

Complying  with  the  above  request  Post  37  G.  A.  K.  chose 
Charles  H.  Allen,  George  P.  Clark  and  Jarvis  H.  Jones  a  com- 
mittee to  represent  them.  The  conunittee  of  the  whole  in  due 
time  met  at  Pine  Grove,  and  after  viewing  several  sites,  dedided 
on  the  present  location  as  in  all  respects  most  desirable.  They 
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ssy  ill  their  report  to  the  town  in  1899  :  Reahzing  the  import- 
ance of  a  spacious  lot,  our  selection  was  a  plot  of  land  on  a  knoll 
in  the  northw^est  part  of  the  cemetery  commanding  a  view  of 
most  all  parts  of  the  cemetery,  and  prominent  in  sight  of  the 
road.  The  lot  is  to  be  of  oblong  dimensions  with  a  gravel  walk 
around  it,  a  circular  avenue  bounding  the  front  and  three  orna- 
mental plots  of  land,  one  on  each  end  and  one  in  front.  ' 

The  committtee  completed  their  work  and  reported  to  the 
town  meeting  held  April  2,  1900,  as  follows  : 

"  The  Committee  submit  their  report  on  the  completion  of 
the  burial  lot  for  soldiers  and  sailors  at  Pine  Grove  Cemetery. 
The  lot  was  finished  in  time  for  the  Memorial  Day  services  of 
1899,  which  were  held  at  the  consecrated  spot  over  the  grave  of 
the  first  soldier  to  be  buried  therein.  Elias  H.  PVeeman.  The 
grading  of  the  land  on  the  site  chosen  and  the  markers  placed 
thereon  met  with  the  general  approval  of  the  public  Spencer 
may  feel  proud  that  the}^  now  have  a  final  resting  place  for  her 
brave  men  who  have  and  may  render  their  country  service  in  her 
time  of  need,  especially  those  who  are  left  at  last  alone  without 
the  ministration  of  family  friends.  We  may  well  feel  proud  of 
our  burial  lot;  it  is  surpassed  by  no  other  town  of  our  size." 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 
JAMES  H.  AMES, 
ALONZO  A.  BEMIS 
GEORGE  P.  CLARK, 
E.  HARRIS  HOWLAND, 
JARVIS  H.  JONES, 
HEZEKIAH  P.  STARR, 

Committee. 

The  expense  of  fitting  up  the  grounds  and  furnishings 
amounted  to  nearly  four  hundred  dollars,  borne  largely  by  the 
town.  The  mortar  and  four  stacks  of  cannon  balls  were  secured 
as  a  loan  to  the  town  fiom  the  United  States,  through  the  kindly 
representation  of  Congressman  Joseph  H.  Walker  of  Worcester. 


Keith  iVlemorial  Chapel 

Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Keith,  donor  of  the  Memorial  chapel  in  Pine 
Grove  cemetery  was  the  daughter  of  Zepheniah  and  Prudence 
Lathe  of  Charlton,  Massachusetts  and  was  born  March  1,  1809. 
She  died  at  East  Douglas,  March  4,  1901,  aged  ninety-two  years, 
four  days,  the  widow  of  Royal  Keith,  whom  she  married  in  July. 
1879.     Her  first  marriage  was  to  Daniel  Clapp,  June  10,  1829. 
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He  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  who  owned  the  farm  on  Pleasant 
street  of  Joseph  Butler,  recently  deceased.  She  was  known  in 
Spencer  only  as  Mrs.  Daniel  Clapp.  The  couple  were  well 
mated  and  were  active  and  efficient  in  caring  for  the  sick  and 
promoting  every  good  cause.  Mr.  Clapp  was  the  town  sexton. 
In  those  days  the  town  took  charge  of  burials  and  paid  the  bills. 
Mrs.  Clapp  therefore  became  familiar  with  the  needs  of  cemetery 
work,  and  "her  interest  in  the  cemeter}'  was  manifested  more 
particularly  after  the  death  of  her  younger  son,  Carlos,  a  youth 
of  some  thirteen  summers.      He  was  a  great  lover  of  flowers 


THE  KEITH  MEMORIAl^  CHAPEL, 
Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  Spencer. 

which  led  her  to  cultivate  them  there,  and  her  work  seemed  to 
perpetuate  his  memory  in  that  way.  At  the  time  of  the  burial 
of  Daniel  Clapp,  who  had  been  living  for  many  years  at  Shrews- 
bury, George  B.  Clapp  of  Boston,  the  eldest  son,  proposed  that  a 
suitable  sum  of  money  be  raised  to  build  a  chapel  and  agreed  to 
head  a  subscription  paper  with  a  generous  sum.  Mrs.  Keith 
promised  to  double  the  amount,  but  the  proposition  did  not  meet 
with  a  hearty  response  and  later  she  decided  herself  to  donate  a 
sum  sufficient  for  the  purpose  as  the  desire  was  still  dear  to  her 
heart.  Her  purpose  was  carried  out  in  her  will,  which  provided 
a  legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Her  recollections  of  Spencer 
dated  back  to  her  early  married  life,  and  her  happiest  hours 
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seemed  to  have  been  connected  with  its  people  and  her  ministra- 
tions to  their  needs  when  sick.  Her  death  closed  a  long  life  of 
industry,  integrity  and  usefulness." 

The  legacy  in  due  time  came  into  the  treasury  of  the  Pine 
Grove  Association  and  was  duly  acknowledged  in  appreciative 
words  on  its  records.  A  committee  was  appointed  with  power 
to  obtain  plans  and  let  contracts.  After  carefully  canvassing  the 
matter  a  satisfactory  plan  was  adopted  and  the  contract  for  build- 
ing the  same  awarded  to  S.  Gleason  Warren.     The  structure 


was  finished  in  the  autumn  of  1902.  The  first  service  was  held 
in  January  following  under  the  auspices  of  Post  37,  G.  A.  R., 
and  over  the  body  of  William  A.  Sloane,  a  former  resident,  but 
later  of  New  Hampshire,  which  was  brought  here  for  interment. 

The  following  appreciative  letter  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Masseck  well  illustrates  the  value  of  the  chapel. 

Spencer,  Mass.,  January  lo,  1903 

To  the  Editor  oj  the  Leader  : 

Having  just  returned  from  the  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  where  for 
the  first  time  I  was  called  to  use  the  new  Chapel,  I  wish  to  express 


I 


MRS.  KEITH, 
Donor  of  Keith  Memorial  Chapel 
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my  gratification  that  we  have  such  a  great  convenience  provided  for 
the  public.  It  has  been  a  bitter  cold  morning.  To  have  conducted 
such  a  service  as  that  of  the  G  A.  R  at  the  grave  would  have  been 
to  expose  a  large  numl)er  of  veterans  to  just  the  conditions  that 
might  have  injuriously  affected  their  health.  But  the  new  chapel 
made  it  possible  to  conduct  all  the  exercises  in  perfect  comfort  and 
without  any  risk.  I  want  to  express  my  appreciation  also  of  the 
excellent  taste  shown  by  the  building  committee  in  the  erection  of 
this  building.  Its  exterior  appearance  is  very  fitting  for  the  place 
and  purpose.  It  is  neat,  simple,  beautiful.  The  crosses  that  sur- 
mount it  symbolize  the  Christian  faith  in  an  immortal  life  and  are 
most  appropriate.  The  interior  is  also  beautiful  in  its  simplicity. 
There  is  now  an  opportunity  for  the  furnishing  of  the  room  in 
perfect  ecclesiastical  character  and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  here 
many  friends  could  place  memorials  for  the  dead.  The  possibilities 
are  readily  perce])tible  to  one  who  has  seen  such  buildings  in  other 
places. 

Sincerely  yours, 

FRANK  L.  MAS^SECK, 

Pdsfor  Universalist  Church. 


A  little  later  Mr.  Isaac  L.  Prouty  voluntarily  contribtited 
money  to  pay  for  furnishing  the  Chapel,  thtis  completing  the 
good  work  inaiigtirated  by  Mrs.  Keith. 
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The  Worthington  family,  so  intimately  connected  with 
Spencer,  was  distinguished  during  the  Civil  war  for  sending  ten 
men  into  the  service.  Everyone  of  them  went  who  could  and 
the  story  was  well  told  at  the  golden  wedding  of  the  founders  of 
the  family,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orin  S.  Worthington,  held  at  Town 
Hall  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  1^9,  186(t. 

This  wedding  appears  to  have  been  the  most  r.oted  and 
largely  attended  of  any  in  Spencer  history.  The  leading  citizens 
and  influential  families  were  well  represented,  in  fact  the  hall  was 
packed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  eloquently  testifying  to  the  es- 
teem in  which  the  aged  couple  were  held.  The  Spencer  Brass 
band  and  Spencer  Glee  Club  discoursed  appropriate  music.  Hon. 
James  Draper,  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  citizen  of  the 
town,  presided. 

At  6:30  the  meeting  was  called  to  order.  Rev.  James 
Cruickshanks,  the  leading  clergyman  in  town,   offered  prayer. 

Capt.  Jeremiah  Grout  then  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  family 
as  follows: 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS 

"Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  Allow  me  to  relate  a  very 
brief  history  of  this  aged  couple,  who  have  come  up  here  to- 
night, with  seven  of  their  eight  children  surviving  and  with 
quite  a  number  of  grandchildren,  surrounded  by  a  host  of  friends 
and  invited  guests,  to  celebrate  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their 
wedded  life,  and  to  renew  their  promises  pledged  to  each  other 
in  their  early  days.  This  I  do  for  the  information  of  those  who 
are  expected  to  speak  on  this  occasion,  they  not  having  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  family. 

''Mr.  Orin  S.  Worthington  and  Miss  Suanna  Whittemore 
were  married  at  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  October  28th,  1816 — 
fifty  years  ago  yesterday.  Five  years  subsequent  to  their  mar- 
riage they  moved  to  this  town,  where  they  have  now  resided 
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forty-five  years,  and  where  they  have  lived  a  peaceful  and  indus- 
trious life  — not  only  in  their  family  circle,  but  with  their  neigh- 
bors and  townsmen  generally. 

"The>-  have  had  a  family  of  twelve  cliildren,  ten  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Four  of  that  number  are  not  living —three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the  four  died  young,  at  the  respect- 
ive ages  of  one  and  oiie-hali,  twelve  and  nineteen   years.  The 


CAPT.  JEREMIAH  GROUT. 
Born  in  Spencer  June  7,  171/1.    Died  in  Siiencer  April  21,  i86q. 


other,  the  lamented  John  M.,  was  instantly  killed  by  a  bullet 
from  a  rebel  gun  in  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va.,  September  19th, 
l.S(U,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  where  his  remains  now  repose. 

"Our  aged  a!id  respected  friend,  Mr.  Worth ington,  has  ex- 
perienced rather  a'l  eventful  life.  Being  a  carpenter  by  trade  he 
has  frecjuently  been  called  upon  by  his  townsmen  to  perform  and 
execute  certain  jobs  of  work  that  other  carpenters  would  reject,  such 
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as  taking  down  old  buildings  and  rebuilding  the  same— often- 
times very  hazardous,  and  at  times  has  escaped  instant  death 
most  miraculously.  At  the  raising  of  buildings,  where  he  was 
almost  always  present,  you  would  find  him  in  the  most  hazardous 
position  upon  the  frame— walking  as  deliberately  upon  the  high- 
est pinnacles  as  upon  the  highway.  And  again,  he  was  the  only 
carpenter  to  be  found  who  dared  venture  to  make  repairs  upon 
powder  mills,  which  were  frequently  necessary.     But  being  pos- 


ORIN  S.  WORTHINGTON. 
Died  Feb.  13,  1881;  aged  8g  years,  7  months. 


sessed  of  an  accommodating  and  adventurous  disposition,  he  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  refused  to  do  any  such  job  he  was  called  upon  to  do, 
however  dangerous, or  disagreeable.  And  here  I  will  relate  his 
escape  from  instant  death,  which  would  appear  to  be  truly  a 
providential  escape.  Some  twenty-five  years  ago,  with  three  other 
men,  he  was  engaged  in  making  repairs  upon  one  of  these  mills. 
He  stepped  out  of  the  door  of  the  mill  to  go  to  a  shop  near  by, 
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and  when  a  few  paces  from  the  mill  the  powder  icrnited  from  an 
unknown  cause,  blowing  the  mill  to  atoms  from  its  foundation, 
the  timbers  falling  around  him  on  every  side.  If  he  had  been 
upon  any  other  spot  for  rods  around  he  must  have  been  killed  by 
the  falling  timbers.  The  three  men  whom  he  left  in  the  mill 
were  blown  several  rods  away,  and  instantly  killed.  Thus  we 
may  conclude  that  he  was  not  to  be  killed  by  a  casualty,  as  the 
Indian  said  of  General  Washington,  "He  was  not  to  be  killed  by 
a  musket  ball." 


SUANNA  WORTHINGTON. 
Died  Nov.  26,  1877,  aged  79-years,  3  months,  20  days. 


"  This  family  has  been  particularly  noted  for  its  patriot- 
ism during  the  late  war.  The  father,  sons  and  grandsons,  all 
alike,  have  manifested  a  loyal  spirit  and  love  of  country  such  as 
few  families  can  boast.  The  family  have  virtually  furnished  the 
army,  during  the  late  rebellion,  with  a  platoon  of  ten  eager  and 
brave  soldiers,  namely,  seven  sons,  two  grandsons  and  one  son- 
in-law— one-tenth  of  a  whole  company;  and  yet  two  left  at  home, 
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the  father  and  one  son,  regretted  that  they  were  refused  the 
privilege  of  enlisting  in  the  service -one  being  too  aged,  and  the 
other  from  inability. 

"And  here  we  may  challenge  our  own  state  at  least,  if  not 
all  the  loyal  states  of  the  Union,  to  produce  a  parallel  case. 

"And  should  not  this  sacrifice  be  highly  esteemed,  not  only 
by  this  family,  but  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  who  know  that 


BENJAMIN  D.  WORTHINGTON. 
Devoted  nearly  two  years  in  hospitals  in  the  department  of  the  Cumberland  during  the 
years  1862-3.    Now  living  at  Steubenville,  Ohio;  eighty  years  of  age  and  totally  blind. 

they  have  such  a  patriotic  family  in  their  midst?  They  have  sac- 
rificed all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  even  life  itself  for  the  good  of 
us  all.  And  in  addition  to  the  celebration  of  this  golden  wed- 
ding, we  come  up  here  tonight  to  manifest  our  appreciation  of 
such  voluntary  services  and  sacrifice,  by  our  voices  and  our  con- 
tributions." 
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BY  REV.  JAMES  CRUIKSHANKS 


Met  this  eve,  kind  friends,  to  greet  you. 
Met  to  swell  this  social  gathering; 
Gathering  of  the  young  and  aged. 
Gathering  of  the  gay  and  joyous — 
To  express  our  words  of  pleasure. 
Leave  our  tokens  more  substantial. 
Tokens  which  should  speak  of  friendship. 


REV.  JAMES  CRUIKSHANKS. 
See  Vol.  n,  Page  194. 

Pardon  me,  on  this  occasion, 
If  I  call  my  Muse  to  guide  me 
In  my  strain,  though  unpoetic. 
Pardon  me?    I  know  you're  willing 
On  this  happy,  pleasant  greeting,' 
Though  I  touch  on  things  most  secret, 
Things  for  fifty  years  a  secret. 
In  the  days  of  early  manhood, 
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When  your  life  was  all  before  you 
Full  of  hope  and  full  of  pleasure, 
You  were  seized  and  taken  captive, 
Captive  in  the  snares  of  Cupid. 
Ruthless  rogue  !    He  held  you  captive, 
Nor  released  his  grasp  so  tender. 
Till  you  yielded  to  the  bondage — 


WILLIAM  H.  WORTHINGTON. 
A  natural  born  fighter.    At  the  beginning  of  the  war  he  was  a  pilot  on  one  of  the  wester 
rivers,  getting  $bo  a  month  and  board.    He  however  gave  up  this  position  and  entered 
the  seivice  of  the  United  States  as  a  private  in  ist  Minn.  Vols.,  for  #13  a  month 
and  board.    He  was  in  the  following  battles:  First  Bull  Run,  Ball's  Bluff, 
Siege  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Savage  Station,  Gaines'  Mill,  Mechanics- 
ville,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Chapman's  Farm,  Malvern  Hill,  Second  • 
Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Sharpsburg,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville, 
Gettysburg,  Brandy  Station  and  Thoroughfare  Gap.   Was  also 
in  ten  battles  in  the  Mexican  campaign  under  Gen.  Scott, 
making  a  total  of  twenty-eight  battles  and  he  passed 
through  them  all  without  receiving  a  scratch.  Pro- 
moted to  Sergeant.  Deceased. 

Bondage  which  you've  loved  and  cherished, 

Fifty  years  of  sweetest  bondage. 

Your  companion,  young  and  blooming. 

With  her  charms  and  winning  glances 

Was  the  conscious,  loving  victor. 

Much  has  passed,  sweet  melting  missives. 

Through  the  mail,  perchance  in  secret, 
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Words  of  love  were  spoken,  whispered 

In  the  kitchen  by  the  chimney; 

On  the  sofa  in  the  parlor  ; 

'Neath  the  elm  tree  in  the  moonlight  ; 

None  but  you,  perhaps  the  angels 

Heard  the  accents  of  devotion 

That  were  uttered  with  responses. 

Pardon  me  if  I  am  touching 
On  a  period  all  too  sacred  ; 
For  'tis  part  of  the  occasion 
Reaching  from  that  joyous  evening — 
Fifty  years  today  precisely. 


ORIN  A.  WORTHINGTON. 
Was  in  service  one  year  as  one  of  the  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Time  passed  on  with  footsteps  tleeting  ; 

Days  were  counted,  hours  were  numbered, 

Till  the  happy  day  was  settled, 

Settled  for  the  mystic  union. 

Joining  hands  in  holy  wedlock, 

Joining  hands  for  life  together, 

You  commenced:  the  heavens  were  sunlight 

O'er  your  heads  and  all  before  you  ; 

'Twas  a  day  you'll  long  remember 

For  the  hopes  you  fondly  cherished. 

2  1 
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Thus  commenced  your  life-long  journey, 

Thus  you've  traveled  on  together, 

Through  the  clouds  and  through  the  sunshine. 

Quaffing  now  the  cup  of  sorrow. 

Then  the  chalice  of  enjoyment. 

Time  passed  on  with  many  changes  ; 

Soon  your  hearts  were  cheered  and  gladdened  — 

Gladdened  by  a  little  stranger 

Who  appeared  to  bless  the  household 

With  the  voice  of  love  and  prattle. 

Adding  care  and  welcome  trouble. 

Sweetening  life  already  joyous. 


HAMMOND  J.  WORTHINGTON. 
Volunteered  but  rejected  for  physical  cause.    Still  living  and  makes  his  home  in  Spencer 

part  of  the  time. 

'Twas  a  link  of  golden  texture. 
Binding  hearts  already  loving  ; 
But  the  days  were  swiftly  passing 
And  new  powers  were  quickly  added  — 
Powers  to  speak  and  powers  to  listen. 
Wonder  of  the  happy  household. 
Thus  the  little  one  was  lisping 
Words  which  parent  hearts  are  hearing, 
Words  of  love  and  words  of  w^onder. 
When  there  came  another  stranger, 
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To  be  companion  to  his  l)iother, 

Opening  up  new  thoughts  and  feeHngs 

In  your  hearts  so  fond  and  loving. 

Then  another,  and  still  another/ 

Till  twelve  in  number  blessed  the  household. 

Stout  boys  eleven  —  one  gentle  daughter. 
But  shadows  gathered  round  your  windows, 
Clouds  appeared,  and  one  was  taken, 
Then  another,  and  still  another, 


ALBERT  C.  WORTHINGTON. 
Impressed 'into  the  Rebel  ser\  ice  June  iS6i  in  Tennessee.    Escaped  to  Union  lines  one 
month  afterwards  and  entered  service  for  one  year  in  2nd  111,  Vols.  Caw    Was  after- 
wards in  145th  111.  Vols.  Inf.,  most  of  the  time  on  detached  duty.    His  wife  also 
served  as  matron  in  the  General  Hospital  at  Union  City,  Tennessee. 

Then  a  third,  till  four  were  taken. 

Thus  life  moved  on  with  care  and  sorrow, 

Life  and  joy,  and  death  and  mourning. 

Time  passed  on,  the  children  growing. 
The  sons  to  youth,  and  then  to  manhood. 
Like  birds,  already  fledged  and  seeking 
Another  home  in  the  wide  world. 
They  bade  farewell,  and  left  the  roof-tree. 
To  do  their  part  in  life's  great  battle. 
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In  the  meantime  lo  !   the  nation 
Is  involved  in  revolution  ; 
Enemies,  who  long  were  working, 
Rose  in  mad  and  bold  rebellion, 
Resolved  to  rule  or  else  to  ruin. 

The  blow  was  aimed  and  struck  at  Sumter. 
In  a  moment  the  whole  nation 
From  Atlantic  to  Pacific, 
Was  aroused  in  indignation. 


CHARLES  D.  WORTHINGTON. 
nlisted  in  the  3rd  Rhode  Island  Batter^'  for  three  years,  Aug.  13th,  1861  and  served  unt 
expiration  of  term.    Promoted  to  Sergeant  and  was  in  the  following  battles:  Ball's 
Bluff,  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Savage  Station,  Gaines'  Mill,  Malvern  Hill, 
Chapman's  Farm,  White  Oak  Swamp,  Meclianicsville,  Second  Bull  Run, 
Sharpsburg,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  The 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Cold  Harbor  and  the  five  battles  around 
Petersburg.    Wounded  at  Gettysburg.    Resides  in  Spencer. 

'    ^ -Quick  the  calls  came,  quick  were  answered  — 
X  Calls  for  men  both  brave  and  noble. 
•Nobly  answered  all  your  household. 
None  more  nobly  in  the  nation. 

All  your  sons,  the  seven  in  number, 
Hastened  to  their  country's  altar; 
There  they  made  a  full  surrender 
Of  their  lives  for  the  Republic  ! 
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And  you,  sir,  and  your  companion, 

Nobly  answered  to  the  country  : 

"  Here  they  are,  my  sons  most  precious  — 

Take  them  all,  and  they  are  worthy  ; 

It  is  all  I  have  to  give  thee  : 

Take  them  —  thou  art  worthy  also  !  " 

To  your  sons  you  answered  grandly  : 

"  Go,  my  boys,  gird  on  the  armor ; 

Go  equipped  into  the  battle  ! 

Meet  the  foe  with  fearless  courage, 

Meet  them  in  the  name  of  Freedom  ; 

Strike  them  down  as  fiendish  traitors! 


JOHN  M.  WORTHINGTON. 
Co.  K,  loth  Mass.  Vols.     Killed  at  battle  of  Winchester,  Va.    See  record  elsewhere. 

Go,  my  boys,  defend  the  banner  — 

The  sacred  banner  of  the  nation  I  " 

They  boldly  went  to  martial  music  — 

Obeyed  their  father  and  their  country  ; 

'Mid  shot  and  shell  they  fought  like  heroes ; 

From  field  to  field  they  marched  and  conquered. 

Thus  all  went  forth  to  face  rebellion, 

All  went  out  w.ith  flying  banners  ; 

All  returned  with  heroes'  laurels, 

All  but  one,  and  he  is  missing ' 

On  the  field  he  fell  while  fighting  — 
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Fighting  for  the  bleeding  nation. 

Now  he  sleeps  —  the  nation  mourns  him. 

With  the  victors  he  is  numbered, 

And  his  name  shall  never  perish. 

One  was  wounded  —  he  is  with  us. 

He  shall  speak,  and  we  shall  hear  him  — 

He  shall  speak,  for  he  is  worthy  — 

Worthy  more  than  any  present. 


LIBERTY  W.  WORTHINGTON.  Copy  by  Currin 

Co.  E,  34th  Mass.  Vols.    See  record  elsewhere. 

But  I  must  not  longer  keep  you 

For  I  see  the  time  is  passing, 

And  we  are  to  hear  from  others. 

Hence,  kind  friends,  again  we  greet  you. 

On  this  hour  so  gay  and  joyous. 

May  this  scene,  with  friends  around  you. 

Be  an  omen  of  the  future  ;  — 

Bright  and  golden  be  that  future  ;  — 

May  the  sky  be  bright  above  you, 

And  the  sea  which  lies  before  you 

Be  ever  free  from  storms  and  tempests  ; 
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And  at  last,  when  life  is  over, 

'Tis  our  prayer  on  this  occasion, 

That,  to  you  and  your  companion. 

With  your  children  and  their  children 

May  be  given  a  blissfull  entrance 

Where  sounds  no  more  the  shout  of  battle, 

But  peace  shall  reign  eternally. 

The  President  then  presented  the  couple  a  substantial  dona- 
tion of  money  in  the  following  words  : 


SARAH  ELIZA  (WORTHINGTON)  ELISS. 
Wife  of  E.  M.  Bliss,  who  probably  accomplished  as  much  for  the  Union  in  her  sphere  at 
home  as  any  one  of  her  brothers  did  in  the  field.    She  was  a  tireless  worker  for  the  sol- 
diers.   Died  Apr.  27,  i8Sg,  aged  57  years,  i  month,  20  days. 


^Presentation  Speech  by  the  President. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worth  ington  :  You  have  now  been  inhabitants 
of  this  town  forty-five  years.  I  remember,  Mr.  Worthington, 
when  you  first  entered  this  place — a  3'oung  strong  man.    As  for 


*It  is  probable  that  this  is  the  only  recorded  speech  of  Mr.  Draper.  There  were  few  shorthand 
reporters  in  those  days  but  on  this  memorable  occasion  there  was  one  present  in  the  ]ierson  of 
Augustus  S.  Worthington.  He  took  notes  of  the  entire  proceedings  and  thus  to  him  the  public  are 
indebted  for  the  preservation  of  this  speech,  which  shows  the  trend  of  thouglit  and  style  of  language 
used  by  this  notable  son  of  Spencer. 
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your  lady,  I  remember  that  she  was  handsome.*  (Laughter) 
Since  that  time  what  changes  have  taken  place  !  Where  are  the 
young  people  we  then  knew  ?    Gone,  or  dispersed,  except  here 


HON.  JAMES  DRAPER.  Copy  hv  Currin 

Born  in  Spencer  Feb.  26,  1778.    Died  ih  Spencer  Oct.  27,  1868.    Author  of  History  of  Spen- 
cer.   Appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1810.    This  office  then  carried  with  it  the  author- 
ity to  try  cases.    He  became  the  Trial  Justice  of  the  town  and  continued  to  hold 
court  until  he  became  quite  an  old  man  and  unable  longer  to  fill  the  position 
with  satisfaction  to  himself.    In  the  meantime  he  had  tried  over  a  thousand 
cases.    He  was  a  delegate  in  1820  for  altering  or  amending  the  consti- 
tution, representative  twelve  years,  senator  two  years,  assessor 
twenty-seven  years,  town  clerk  one  year,  town  treasurer  twelve 
years  and  selectman  ten  years.    Besides  the  above  posi- 
tions of  trust  of  a  public  nature  which  he  filled  with 
credit  he  was  largely   employed   in  the  settle- 
ment of  estates  and  other  legal  business. 

and  there  a  few  of  us,  like  stars  just  above  the  horizon,  about  to 
set,  never  to  rise  again !  When  you  came  here  the  site  of  Spen- 
cer was   almost  vacant  ground.    Now  it  is  dotted  over  with 


*It  was  formerly  said  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Worthington  were  the  handsomest  couple  who  ever 
trod  the  aisles  of  the  Congregational  church. 
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steeples  and  spires,  and  houses  and  manufactories.  We  have  me- 
clianic  shops  that  look  more  like  palaces,  and  many  school  houses; 
and  this  spacious  town  hall  did  not  then  exist.  This  hall  is  now 
filled  with  the  smiling  faces  of  those  who  have  come  here  to  see 
you  and  your  lady  and  family,  to  see  what  is  called  a  'Golden 
Wedding.'  This  is  well,  and  I  approve  of  it.  When  a  man  and 
wife  have  been  married  fifty  years,  it  is  well  to  look  back  at  the 
ups  and  dowms  and  zig-zags  that  have  occurred  in  their  lives. 


HENRY  D.  WORTHINGTON. 
Served  three  years  and  three  months  in  Co.  H,  2nd  Ohio  Vols.    Was  promoted  to  Lieuten- 
ant and  was  in  the  following  battles:  First  Bull  Run,  Ivy  Mountain,  Perryville,  Stone 
River,  Hoover's  Gap,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission  Ridge,  Hooker  s 
Gap,  Resaca,  Buzzard  Roost,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Siege  of  Atlanta.  Now 
living  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  managing  railroad  interests. 

It  is  well  for  you,  if  vou  have  committed  any  mistakes,  to  see 
where  you  missed  it,  and  endeavor  to  do  better  in  the  future. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  family  jars;  if  you  have  had  any  it  is  a 
good  time  to  forgive. 

''I  have  said  we  came  here  to  see  your  'Golden  Wedding.'  We 
have  come  also  to  thank  vou  for  your  patriotism.  A  patriot  is  a 
man  who  loves  and  defends  his  country.    I  don't  .say  that  you 

22 
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shouldered  your  musket ;  you  are  too  old  for  that ;  but  you  must 
have  used  your  influence.  I  understand  that  you  have  sent, 
directly,  or  indirectly,  seven  sons  and  two  grandsons  to  swell  the 
Union  army.  There  is  no  parallel  in  this  state,  in  this  country — 
under  heaven.*  (Great  applause)  One  of  those  soldiers  was 
killed,  and  another  returned  maimed  for  life. 


AUGUSTUS  S.  WORTHINGTON. 
Enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  D  gSth  Ohio  Vols.,  Aug  6,  1862  and  discharged  from  the  service 
by  special  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mar.  31,  1865.    Was  in  the  battles  of  Perry- 
ville,  Resaca  and  Kenesaw  Mountain.    Wounded  at  Perryville  and  Kenesaw,  the 
latter  resulting  in  the  loss  of  a  leg.    Mr.  Worthington  is  a  leading  lawyer  in 
Washington,  D.  C.    Has  been  District  Attorney  for  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia.   He  is  said  to  have  amassed  a  fortune. 

"Mr.  Worthington,  I  have  known  you  for  a  long  time  and  I 
will  say  for  you,  that  you  have  been  an  honest  and  industrious 
man,  and  that  you  have  attended  to  your  own  business  and  have 


*This  claim  was  probably  made  under  an  excess  of  enthusiasm  and  not  from  actual  knowledge 
for  a  more  remarkable  case  had  already  occurred  in  Spencer,  but  the  fact  seems  to  have  been  lost 
sight  of  in  the  march  of  years.  Samuel  Bemis,  the  second  settler,  sent  fourteen  grandsons  into  the 
War  of  the  Revolution,    See  Vol.  I,  Page  77, 
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let  others  attend  to  theirs.  It  is  said  that  'Diligence  maketh  a 
man  rich'  but  there  are  few  proverbs  that  are  not  liable  to  excep- 
tion. I  believe  that  you  have  not  been  successful  in  laying  up 
a  fund  for  your  old  age.  This  is  no  disparagement  to  you.  Per- 
haps you  did  not  'work  it  well ;'  plans  may  have  failed ;  there  are 
accidents  that  cannot  be  avoided —  flood,  sickness,  death  and  so 
forth.  And  if  you  have  not  been  successful  in  laying  up  a  suffi- 
cient sum  for  your  declining  3'ears,  your  friends  and  neighbors 
have  liberally  contributed  a  handsome  sum  for  that  purpose. 
Capt.  Grout  is  entitled  to  a  great  deal  of  credit  in  this  matter. 
They  have  made  me  the  trustee  of  this  money.    They  have 


EDWARD  M.  BLISS. 
Son-in-law  of  Orin  S.  Worthington,  private,  Co.  H,  15th  Mass.  Vols.    Enlisted  Jan  i.^. 
1862  and  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Antietam.    Was  m 
the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Fair  Oaks,  Mechanicsville,  Savage  Station,  White  Oak 
Swamp,  Chapman's  Farm  and  Antietam.    Living  in  Spencer.    Has  been  post- 
master and  is  now  clerk  in  the  postoffice. 

eollected  in  money  and  good  vouchers  a  handsome  sum,  honor- 
able alike  to  the  donors  themselves  and  to  you  who  receive  it. 
Freely  take  it;  freely  use  it;  freely  it  was  given,  and  I  trust  you 
will  use  it  with  the  discretion  and  economy  that  you  have  char- 
acterized all  your  doings.    I  hope  your  last  days  may  be  your 
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best  days.  May  you  enjoy  peace,  health,  clear  consciences  and 
contentment,— the  great  blessings  of  this  world.  And,  when 
the  last  summons  comes,  may  you  be  prepared  to  meet  it  with  ^. 
resignation — lamp  trimmed  and  burning,  and  when  you  leave 
these  pleasant  abodes,  may  5-ou  hear  a  voice  saying:  'Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  the  Lord'." 

Interesting  remarks  were  also  made  by  Rev.  M.  E.  Wright, 
pastor  of  the  M.  E.  church,  Benjamin  D.,  Albert  S.,  Orin  A. 
Worthington  and  Mr.  William  Mecorney  of  Worcester.  The 
band  played  the  "Mocking  Bird,"  then  in  the  height  of  its  popu- 
larity and  after  many  introductions  general  handshakings  and  so- 
cial chats  the  audience  dispersed. 

The  number  of  battles  in  which  members  of  the  Worthington 
family  engaged,  including  those  of  the  Mexican  war,  is  as  follows: 


William 
John 


Henry 
Edward 


28 
25 
1,8 
8 


Charles 
Liberty 
Augustus 


23 
10 
3 


Wounds  received 
Prisoners 


8 

None 


Total 
Killed 


110 
1 
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The  Draft  193 

The  Heroic  Deed  195 

\'eterans  of  Civil  War  Buried  in  Spencer  196 

Postmasters  of  Spencer  198 

Soldiers  of  the  Revolution  199 

The  War  Board  of  Selectmen  201 

History  of  the  Old  Spencer  Depot  215 

Maj.  Wm.  C.  Wilson  216 

Thomas  R.  Whittemore  211 

"  Shinplasters  "  229 

Copperheads  223 

Pine  Grove  Cemetery  227 

The  Soldiers'  Lot  228 

Keith  Memorial  Chapel  230 

The  Worthington  Golden  Wedding  234 


There  are  in  this  volume  several  lists  of  names,  aggregating 
more  than  five  hundred  and  arranged  in  alphabetical  order.  As 
any  name  can  readily  be  found  in  these  lists,  it  has  not  been 
deemed  best  to  index  them.     Lists  are  as  follows: 


Individual  Records  of  Spencer  Men  Page  117 

Unidentified  Recruits  l^H 

Drafted  Men  193 

The  Heroic  Dead  195 

Soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  buried  in  Spencer  1 96 

Revolutionary  Soldiers  buried  in  Spencer  199 
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Adams,    Albert  (California) 
18,  28,  35 
Betsy  4 
Frances  D.  35 
Grizzly  35 
Henry  4 
Levi  4 

Rosamond  Draper  4 
Bacon  James  29 
Barton,  Rev.  Fred    29,  49,  67, 
73 

Bates,  Dr.  Joseph  N.  17 
Beaumont,  John  J.    29,  35,  51, 

61,  65.  75 
Bemis,  Chenev    17,  19 

Fred  52"^ 

Jeannette  10 

Joshua    201,  212 

Lewis  10 

Oscar  R.    32,  33,  50 
Bigelow,  John  W.    18,  28,  44, 
91 

Bird,  Frank  81 

Blair,  Frank  P.    34,  38 

Montgomery  39 
Bliss,  Edward  M.  251-252 

Sarah  Eliza  (  Worthington) 
247 

Boynes.  Ed.  52 

Levi  30 
Bradford,  Maj.  Wm.  9 
Briggs,  Col.  Henry  S.  29 
Browning,  Chas.    30,  31,  77, 
94 

Bullard,   Amasa     29.  35,  61, 
94 

Bullard.  Dexter    75,  201,  213 
Joel  S.    35,  88 


Carney.  Thomas    29,  32,  33 
Chamberlain.  Silas  T.  29 
Chase,  Lieut.  50 
Chickering.  Dwight  58 

Henry  G.  54 
Clark,  Geo.  P.  29 
Collier,  Anson    61.  65 
Conway.  Wm.    29,  45,  59 
Crosby,  Isaiah  49 
Cruickshanks,  Rev.  James.  234- 
239 

Day.  James    48,  49 

"  Mahogany  "  49 
Dickinson.  Nathan  S.  42 
Drake,  Jeremiah  W.    201,  210 

James  8 
Draper,  Capt.  Simeon  6 
Draper,  Hon.  James  248 
Fletcher,  Major  Joel  W.  16,  17 
Fogg,  Lucien    33,  62 
Ford,  Ensign  Wm.  9 
Frink,  Willard  A.  66 
Furrow,  Henry  46 
Gage,  Gardiner  M  70 

Gov.  Thomas  10 
Goodell,  John  M.  27 
Graham,  Hugh  50 

John  29,  31 
Green,  David  78 

Josiah  Jr.    201,  215 
Grout,  Capt.  Jeremiah  15,  234- 
235 

Hall,  Maj.  Theron  E.  17,  18 
Harlow,   Maj.  Wm.  T.    8,  9, 

10  11.  18.  28,-  80 
Harrington,  J.  F.  98 
Hastings,  John    34.  35 
Hawes,  Leroy  38 
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Hazelton,  Andrew  71 
Heffron,  Thomas  84 
Henry.  Corp,  Geo.  W.    19,  35 
Herman,  John  9S 
Hersey.  Elijah  79 
Hill,  Luther    8,  82.   79,  88, 
88.  201 

Hindley,  Solomon  K.      88,  84 
Hinds,  Eli  79 
Howard,  George  54 
Howe,  Nathan  10 
Hunter,  Otis  M.  46 
John.son,  Lieut.    80,  32 

vSylvester    44,  45,  102 
Jones,  Henry  M.  (Biney)  49, 

65,  94,  220 
Kelfor,  Karl  46 
Kelly,  Pat  45 
Lackey,  James  25 
Lamb,  Edward  A.  74 
Livermore,  Lorenzo  44 

William  W,  29 
Lovett,  Murray  E.    29,  45 
Luther,  Waldo  44 
Lyndes,  John  82 
Lyon.  Henry  88 
Mason,  Capt.  Ebenezer  81 

William  200 
McClusky,  Thomas  82 
Masseck.  Frank  L.  282-288 
Midgely.  Alfred    61.  75 
Moore,  David    29,  61 

John  75 

Thomas  46 
Munroe.  D.  F.  44 
Murphy.  Thomas    81  44 
Noble,  James     50,  64,  78,  79 
Ormes,  Elizabeth  79 
Pierce,  Joe  35 
Pope,  Anna  79 
Powers,  Lawson  S.    18,  28 

Lyman  A.  220 
Prouty,  Horace  E.    18,  28,  71 

Joshua  34 


Prouty,  L  L.  288 

Merrick  84 
Reed,  Ed.  71 

Richardson,  Capt.  James  M.  84 
Rowell,  Daniel  75 
Sargent,  Samuel  D.  21 
Sargent,  Theodore  28 
Sibley,  Rufus  A.    85,  88 
Snow^  Albert  35 
Snow,  Henry  94 
Studley,  Adj.  John  M.    17,  18, 
19,  28 

Temple,  Col.  Alonzo      12,  18. 
16 

Tinkham,  Joe  50 

Thomas,  Benj.  F.  10 

Toomey,  Edmund    29,  50,  96 

Towmsend,  Ed.  84 

Tyrell,  Alonzo  81 

Tyrrell,  Sheldon  C.  27 

Walklev,  Capt  L.  B.      29,  50 

Ward,  Joseph  F.    85,  52,  88 

Webber,  Aleck  82 

Wedge,  Joe  85 

Wethereil.  Col.  John  W.  15 

Whittemore,  Thos.  R.  219 

Wilson,  Harve}'  27 

Wilson.  Horace  D.  90 

Wilson,  Jonas  27 

Wilson,  Maj.  Wm.  C.  217 

Whittemore,  Suanna  284 

Worthington,  John       85,  49, 
61.  75.  76.  ' 

Worthington,  Albert  C.  248 
Augustus  S.  250-252 
Benjamin  D.  288 
Charles  D.  244-252 
Hammond  J.  242 
Henry  D.  249-252 
John  M.  235-245-252 
Liberty  W.  246-252 
Orin  A.  241-252. 
Orin  S.  234-246 
Orin  S.,  Mrs.    234-247  • 
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